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ULFA leader

Dhaka to consider
Delhi’s request
for extradition

Arrested ULFA leader Anup
Chetia will have to face legal
procedure, Foreign Minister
Abdus Samad said yester-
day, expressing Bangladesh's
commitment not to allow any
insurgency or terrorism against
its n bours, report es.

ressing the me rs of
OCAB at National Press Club in
the afternoon, he said that the
Indian government has taken
up the matter of Anup Chetia
with the Bangladesh govern-
ment.

The ULFA leader who was
arrested in the capital on De-
cember 21 is now under deten-
tion in Dhaka Central Jail.

Azad said, "Under any cir-
cumstances, Bangladesh cannot
be used as a sanctuary of any
insurgency or terrorism di-
rected against her bours."”

In this context, he referred to
the SAARC convention on the

sup&ms&lun of terrorism.
plying to a question, the
Fo Minister said the ar-

res ULFA leader will have to

face action under the law of the

land. "Everything will be done

as per law ... We will also think
See Page 12 Col 1

Fate of PSC with
Occidental

discussed

Star Report

Energy Minister Noor Uddin
Khan yesterday held a meeting
on the fate of the Production
Sharing Contract (PSC) with US
company Occidental for blocks
13 and 14.

Occidental's PSC for these
two blocks was supposed to be
terminated 'naturally’ on Jan-
u 11, as per the PSC's terms
and conditions, for its failure to
fulfill the work commitment
during the three-year initial

exploration period.

However, arguments were
raised from within the govern-
ment that the PSC itself had a

provision for extension. But ac-
cording to experts, there was no
such provision.

Sources said that a letter has
been sent from the Prime Min-
ister's Office to the Energy Min-
istry to take the decision on Oc-
cidental's PSC as per the legal
framework.

ing legal advice for final deci-
sion on the termination or ex-
tension of the PSC. Sources said
that Petrobangla officials yes-
terday briefed the Energy Min-

See Page 12 Col 8

Clarification

Mohammad Asafuddowlah.
Chairman of the National
Commission for Radio and
Television, yesterday clarified
his position on a report pub-
lished in The Daily Star on
Jan 12,

Following
clarification:

“I would, however, like to
point out that while some of the
points have been correctly re-
ported, most others have been
grossly distorted. For example,
it has been reported that e
Commission's report has been
put in cold storage. "I did not
say this. | said "It seems that the
Commission's report has been

t in hold.” In another place
it has been reported that the
State Minia;edr for lnfnrrg:tt‘jun
was requested to appear before
the Commission, but he de-
clined and sent the Secretary
instead.

Actually I was asked
whether the State Minister for
Information was called by the
Commission for hca.rlrg. n re-
ply I stated that the Commis-
sion did call him for hearing
but he did not respond.”

—Inside Today
Article
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CHITTAGONG, Jan 13: Sev-
eral hundred people today
foilled an alleged attempt to
abduct a businessman and beat
four armed kidnappers to death
at Dalarmukh area under
Raozan thana, 25 miles off the
city, police said.

The mob torched the au-
torickshaw in which the abduc-
tors were travelling. Of the four
dead, three were identified as
Jamal Uddin. 28. Abdur Raz-
zak, 25 and Shah Alam, 27.

One rifle, one double-barrel
gun, one revolver and seven

The Seventh Jatiya Sangsad
goes into its eighth session this
morning with President Sha-
habuddin Ahmed delivering the
inaugural address in the House.

ﬂpﬁ}emnn parties, Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party [(BNP)
and Jamaat-e-Islami, are
Eﬂnl;kely to attend the JS sitting

e BNP has been boycotting
parliament proceedings since
August 30 last year. The party
had staged a walk-out protest-
ing, what it said, inadequate
time given to the party s to
speak in the House and boy-
cotted two sessions subsequent

MAGH 1 1404 BS.

From Staff Correspondent

rounds of ammunition were re-

covered from the possession of

the alleged kidnappers.

Sources said the gang mem-

bers were activists ol "Iskander

Bahini." reportedly backed by a
litical 'gudfathgr' haﬂngb:{n-
uence in the administration.
Police said the kidnappers
were beaten to death by the mob
at around noon today when
they were allegedly abducting a
brickfield owner, Abu Taher
alias Gura Munshi, 50, at gun-
point by an autorickshaw from

JS session sans
Jamaat today

By Staff Correspondent

lo realise its 14-point charter of

demand.

The Jamaat, had joined the
BNP in the walk-out but at-
tended the two sessions. Re-
cently, it announced that it

would not return to the House
until the CHT accord was

e President is scheduled to
deliver his address in the House

at 11:00 a.m. BTV will telecast
the speech live
Bangladesh Betar will broad-
cast the parliament
directly from the J
everyday.

According to convention, the

while

roceeding
building

Dalarmukh area, about one
kilometre from the Raozan
thana.

When the victim raised a hue
and cry, a truck driver followed
it and blocked the road after
hitting the autorickshaw, police
said.

The victirn jumped out of the
vehicle. He received minor in-

Jury.

Soon several hundred people
including workers of several
brickfields rushed to the spot
and started beating the four
gang members. They died on the

BNP,

ruling party will move a vote of
thanks on the Presidential
speech and the House will de-
bate.

The JS Business Advisory
Committee at a meeting yester-
day decided that the session
would continue upto the mid-
Fcbruar]g‘, No opposition mem-

the

ber of advisory committee
attended yesterday's meeting
that lasted for 35 minutes from
4:30 p.m.

According Lo the decision of
the Business Advisory body.
immediately after the Presicden-
tial speech today, the session

See Page 12 Col 1

Admin officials meet PM

Problems to be resolved
as per JS body report

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said the gov-
ernment would resolve the

roblems of its officials of var-

ous categories as recoms-
the ﬁﬂm-

#-fnu?uard’* -
tary Standing Committee on

Establishment Ministry. report
agencies.
"The parliamentary com-

mittee.awill submit its recom-
mendations to the government
after hearing all concerned
uarters.” she told leaders of
CS (Administration) Cadre
Action Committee who met her
at her office in the moming.
The Prime Minister said a
draft of the motion rules has
been made and all promotions

will be given on the basis of that
rules after its formulation.

She said officials of all
cadres. Including the adminis-
trative officials, would have to
work unitedly to build up the
nation in the shortest possible
Lime.

"Officials of the republic
have some liabilities to the

ple as their salaries are paid
rom public taxes. People are
the real master of the country
and our responsibility is to
serve them.”

She said officials of all
cadres are needed for running
the administration and there
should be "balance and har-

See Page 12 Col 4

‘UK govt wants to
make immigration
procedure fairer’

British Parliamentary Un-
der Secretary ol State Mike
O'Brien MP has said the new
labour government wants to
make the immigration and set-
tlement procedure fairer, faster
and firmer' in genuine cases.
reports UNB

The British minister, in
charge of immigration and
Enupurt matters, said this

riefing newsmen at the Zia In-
ternational Airport lastnight
before his departure cndinﬁ a
three-day visit to Bangladesh.

O'Brien expressed his con-
cern over the submission of
forged documents by some visa-
seekers and said the genuine
candidates have to suffer for
this reason. "This greatly dam-
ages Lhe prospect ol genuine

See Page 12 Col 8
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ORDEAL OF A DISABLED FF: Dhanmondi police. led by a magistrate, had evicted a family
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of a disabled freedom fighter from this house in Dhanmondi Road No 3 on December 18.
PWD officials had claimed that the house belonged to the organisation and alleged that
disabled freedom fighter Sekandar Ali had illegally squatted in the house. After the
eviction, PWD officials said that the house had been allocated to a Joint Secretary of the
Ministry of Finance. Within three weeks of the eviction, the house has been turned into a
business centre. The photograph was taken recently by the Daily Star Photographer

Amran Hossain.

Mob beat 4 armed kidnappers
to death in Raozan

DHAKA WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 1998

spot.

The mob also damaged the
motorcycle in which one of the
lerrorists escorted the au-

torickshaw during the abduc-
tion.

Police Informed that
of the kidnappers hailed from
Raozan, and they were wanted
in a number of criminal cases.

The victim was abducted by
the same gang a few months ago
he was later released after pay-

three

ing a ransom of Tk 4 lakh, po-
lice and local sources said.

Create congenial
atmosphere for
returning

to JS: BNP

By Staff Correspondent

A m:.:-nr]f\;r two-hour-long
meeting of the BNP Parliamen-
tary Party (BNPPP) yesterday
discussed the issue of the par-
ty's joining the winter session
of Jativa Sangsad.

Emerging from the meeting
at 9:07 last night, Opposition
Chief Whip Khandakar Delwar
Hossain told waiting newsmen
that they would continue to
discuss the issue of the party's
return to the liament.

"We'll finalise our stance on
the matter following further
discussions.” he said. adding
that the meeting had heen ad-
journed until 6:30 pm today.

See Page 12 Col 5

BNP once again
urged to join
JS session
By Nazmul Ashraf

The govermment has reiter-
ated its call to the major oppo-
sition party BNP to return to
the Jatiya Sangsad that goes
into its winter session this
morning.

Telecommunications and
Weorks Minister Mehamnad
Nasim, the government nego-
tiator. phoned Opposition Chief
Whip Khandakar Delwar Hos-
sain yesterday noon,
the BNP once again to join the
parliament session.
= Wa]kiag out of th;Huusﬂ on

ugust ast year, the o njng
day of the fifth session. thi:&eBN
kept itself away from the next
two consecutive sessions.

Both the sides acknowledged

. that the fresh contacts have

been established between the
See Page 12 Col 7

One killed in
gunfight over
possession

of salt bed

CHITTAGONG. Jan 13: One
person was killed and at least
10 were injured in a gunfight
between two groups over
sion of a salt field at Ku-
tubkhali village under Ban-
shkhali thana here today. re-

By Staff Correspondent

Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria yesterday said the coun-
try's economy was in a stable
robust export
growth, credit nsion,
and comiortable bank deposit
and liquidity position.

He, . said there is an
increasing inflationary pres-
sure linked to credit expansion
and the foreign exchange re-
serve still remains static.

The annual rate of inflation

: stood at 5.46 per cent as on Oc-

tober 1997, up from 2.81

of
the year. The inflation
rate is currently on a rising
trend, he said.

The finance minister was
exc view with newsmen
yesterday at the state guest

house Padma. Assisted by
B desh Bank Governor Lut-
far hman Sarkar, finance
secretary Dr Akbar Ali Khan,
Banking secretary Amirul
Mulk, and NBR chairman Shah
Abdul Hannan, the finance
minister extensively quoted
statistics to back his statement.

He said till November export

growth was strong while im-
ports slowed down. Exports
grew by 20.18 per cent to 2119
million US dollars till Novem-
ber while import decreased by
5.63 per cent. Wage earners' re-
mittances grew at a slower mjﬁacc
at 7.24 per cent to 714 fon
dollars till December as against
21 per cent growth during the
same period of last year.

See Page 12 Col 2

;Economy stable but inflation
on increase, says Kibria

SAMS Kibria

!
1

ports BSS.

Police and hospital sources
said, the clash erupted at about
8 am when a group of armedmen
led by one Mymun locked
themselves in a ]gunﬂ ht with

ege

another group allegedly led b
Mukul Miah at Kutubkhali vil-
lage.

One group took position at a
cyclone centre and the other
group in a bush. Both the groups
mhanﬁ:d several hundred gun
shots till 4 pm.

Mohammad Haroon, 28, be-
lieved to be a su%parlcr of My-
mun group, was hit hly a bullet
and died instantly. 10 others
received bullet injuries.

Seven injure ple were
taken to Banskhall Thana
Health Complex while three of
the critically injured were ad-
mitted to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital (CMCH).

Police sent the body of Ha-
roon to CMCH for autopsy.

urging _
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Nawaz Shanf

Gujral, Sharif will
hold talks during
business summit

By Staff Correspondent

Indian Prime Minister 1 K
Gujral and Pakistan Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif will
hold a bilateral meeting on the
sidelines of the Three-Nation
Business Summit in Dhaka to-
morrow, according to diplo-
matic sources.

The two leaders will hold the
meeting for nearly an hour, be-
ginning from 4.30 pm. The
talks will take place at the suite
of 1 K Gujral at Sonargaon
Hotel.

The meeting is seen as very
crucial in improving ties be-
tween the two neighbours,

It is also being viewed as
"very important” because of the
long-standing dispute over the
Kashmir issue, the sources said.

In recent months, there has
been perceptible efforts by both
I K GujraP and his Pakistan

Arch rivals lock horns

counterpart Nawaz Sharif for
improving ties. The one-to-one
meet in Dhaka would be the
third in a series of meetings be-
tween the two leaders.

Earlier. Gujral and Sharif
had meetings in Male and
Washington, mainly discussing
the Kashmir issue, an irritant
since the independence of the
two countries in 1947,

Preparations are almost
complete for holding the Three

Nation Business Summit to-
IMOTTOW.
Prime Minister 1K Gujral

will arrive in the capital at 4
pm loday. He will be received at
the Zia International Airport
by Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina. A 19-pgun salute will
herald on his arrival. Later. he
will be driven to the Sonargaon
See Page 12 Col 6

in first final today

Sports Reporter

The exciting phase of the
Coca-Cola Independence Cup
begins this morning when the
two perennial rivals — India
and Pakistan -- lock horns in
the first final of the three-

dium.

Weather permitting, the
match will start at 9 am.
Bangladesh Betar will air ball-
by-ball commentary of the
match from the big bowl. but
Bangladesh Television will
provide partial coverage of the
proceedings. The state-run BTV
will switch off to the live cover-
age of the inaugural session of
Jatiya Sangsad where President

Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed is -

scheduled to address at 11 in the
morning.

match series at the Dhaka Sta-
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Although the tri-nation
tourney is yet to see a full 50-
over-a-side match due to early
morning fog. the full-house on-
lookers at the Dhaka Stadium
will be awaiting with their fin-

erscrossed for the maximum
elight out of yet another
‘blood-and-thunder clash’ of the
two arch-rivals.

It will be the 64th one-day
encounter between the two
Asian titans. Pakistan are en-
joying a statistical supremacy
in an abridged version of the

ﬁame with 38 wins against In-
ia’'s 22. Three matches how-
ever, were abandoned.

India, who made it to the fj-
nals with an all-win record de-
feating both Pakistan and hosts
Bangladesh in the _league
matches, will be looking for-
ward to repeat their January |1
performance against Pakistan.

On the other hand Pakistan,
smarting under their 18-run
league phase defeat, will leave
no stone unturned to take a lead
in the three-match mandatory
finals.

With skipper Mohammad
Azharuddin and Sachin Ten-
dulkar in fine fettle, India ap-
pear confident to win the battle
royal.

“We expect a win. And wa
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claimed yesterda
ny's Banglades
would not
uidation of the Hong
based Group, saying it had
“enough cash” to carry
and had no debts or liabilities.

however, admitte
unlikely that it would be able to

continue in Bangladesh as part
of the Peregrine G

Azharu ddin

will be posilive in our ap-
proach.” said the2 Indian skip-
per during a thiree-hour long
graclice sessior, at the Dhaka
tadium yesterclay.

" Well, luck +does play an im-

rtant role. E.ut it is the per-
ormance of thie players which
counts at the end of the day. We
played well a sainst Pakistan in
the previous ‘match. And we are
hopeful for i1 repeat act,” said
Azhar,

While te:rming the Dhaka

See Page 12 Col 1

Bangabandhu Murder Case _

Z1a seemed aggrieved when I was

made Chief of Staft: Shafiullah

Maj Gen (retd) KM Shafiul-
lah, deposing as the 45th prose-
cution witness in the Banga-
bandhu Murder Case, narrated
to the court Kegtr:rday how he
became the Chief of Bangladesh
Army, reports UNB.

Beginning his deposition at
the court of District and Ses-
sions Judge Kazi Golam Rasul,
the first Chief of Army’ Staff of
Bangladesh said he and
Ziaur Rahman had the same
qualifications and also got

tions at the same time.

“l lodged protest with -
bandhu, when | was made chief
on April 7, 1972," General

Shafiullah told the court ex-
_plﬂnlﬁ that Ziaur Rahman
was

to him by number in

the military academy. °
He said that after two hours

of talks, Bangabandhu com-
mented, "l heard you. There is
something called political deci-
sion.”

In reply, the witness said, he
told Bangabandhu, "Sir, from
today and now onwards 1 am a
victim of circumstances. But
Bangabandhu said you're mak-
ing tall talks. Now, go and take
your charge from General Os-
many tomorrow."

TK: former army chief then
said that he straight went to 46
Brigade from Bangabandhu's
office and phoned Ziaur Rih-
man in Comilla to narrate the
whole matter,

He said that after listering

to him, Zia told him, "Okay
Shaf (ullah, now goodbye.”

" After a week, a new post of
depraty chief of army was cre-
ater] and Zia was posted there.
Zigiur Rahman came from
Cc milla and joined the post, buit
se.emed aggrieved as he ex-
pr-essed to others, he told the
C.ourt.

Shafiullah said both he and
:Zia were promoted to the rank
of Major General in Septemiber,
1973.

Going back, the valiant free-
dom fighter, said both he: and
Ziaur Rahman had joined the
Pakistan Military Acaderny in
1953 and commissioned as offi-
cers in 1955.

See Page 12 Col 2

Peregrine’s local
office denies

its demise
By Toufique Imrose

Khalidi

Peregrine's Dhaka officials
the compa-
operations
affected by the liq-

Kong-
on here

A senior company source,
it was highly

roup.
'In Bangladesh, the com-
pany is completely solvent and

as such we do not expect the lig-
uidation of Peregrine Invest-

ment Holdings Ltd to have any

effect on our operations in

Bangladesh,” Managing Direc-
tor Runa Alam said in a state-

menl yesterday.

There is enough cash for op-
erations, and the company has
no outside debt or malerial lia-

See Page 12 Col 4

Meet to fix date
for surrendering
Shantibahini arms

tomorrow

KHAGRACHHARI, Jan 13: A
meeting between the National
Committee on Chittagong Hill
Tracts and Parbatya Chatta-
Fram Jana Sanghati Samity
PCJSS) will be held on January
15 here to fix the date and venue
of surrendering the weapons of
"Shantibahini”. officials said
tnd’?{. reports BSS.

ey said the PCJSS is ex-
pected to submit the list of the
Shantibahini men and the in-

ventory of their weapons to the

National Committee as pledged
in the peace agreement signed
on December 2. .

According to the agreement,
the PCJSS will si1nnit the lists
within 45 days ol signing the
accord.

The officials said the PCJSS
leaders will be flown to Kha-
grachhari in a military heli-
copter from the remote
Dudukchhari frontier.

Chief Whip Abul Hasnat Ab-
dulleth, and PCJSS chief Jy-
otirindra Bodhipriya Larma
alias Shantu Larma will lead
their side during the meeting to
began at 10 am at the Kha-
grachhari Cireuit House.

Meanwhile, a meeting of the
Liaison Committee presided
cver by its convenor Hang-
shadhaja Chakma today re-
viewed the preparations of the
Thursday's meeting.

Liaison committee sources
said like the previous meetings,
it will also be a closed-door one.

EU team examining
process of 1ssuing

GSP certificates
By Staff Correspondent

A three-member European
Union mission is currently vis-
iting Bangladesh to see the pro-
cess of issuing GSP certificates
to garment and knitwear ex-
porters under the new proce-
dure, officials and exporters
said.

"The mission is examining
transparency of our documen-
tation and realisation of duty
incentives given by them," said
Faisal Ahmed Chowdhury,
Vice-chairman of the Export
Promotion Bureau.

He told The Daily Star last
night that after cancellation of
some 15,000 problematic GSP
certificates issued by the EPB
during 1994 and 1996, some
more enquiries are being made
by importing countries in the
EU. A total of 40,000 GSP cer-
tificates were issued during the
period.

Headed by Phillippe Cus-
sion, the team members are
talking with Export Promotion
Bureau officials and knitwear
and apparel manufacturers to
ensure a transparent and effec-
tive documentation of GSP Gen-
eralised Systems of Preference
certificates, sources in the EPB
and BGMEA said. *

Leaders of the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and

See Page 12 Col 6

Extortionists
sever wrists

of contractor
By Staff Corresponder ¢

A gang. of extortio’,;ists
chiopped off both wristf; of a
contractor at Sonir Ah'<ra un-
cler Demra thana in the city yes-
Lerday.

The victim was ir:lentjﬂcd as

Kamruzzaman Biman, 25, son
of Sahajhan Mia of Dhoniatek
area.

According to hospital
sources, abou t eight extortion-
ists rted’y led by Raven and
Bakibillah Y)eat Biman and sev-
ered his wrists with sharp
weaponf; at the construction
site at 7ybout 1 pm as he refused
to Pa_‘" them Tk 25 thousand as
toll, The gang left the scene
wa. king.

Fatally injured Biman was
rushed to Dhaka Medical Col-

| night.

lege Hospital immediately.
Later, he was shifted to Or-
thopaedic Hospital.

emra thana, however,
could not confirm the incident
till writing of this report last




