Washing Machine

to receive

Dhaka

Tk 31cr Canadian
grant for agri

market project

Bangladesh will receive
Taka 31 crore as grant from
Canada for agricultural market
development project under a
memorandum of understanding
siged here yesterday, reports
BSS.

The project having an allo-
cation of a 40.72 crore will
be executed by the Ministry of

culture during July 1997 to
June 2002 period. an official
handout said.

After implementation the
project will enhance net returns
to farmers from agricultural
production through diversified
production system and getting
market alternatives.

The project will also in-
crease the émst—harvest oppor-
tunities and integrate the farm-
ers with the markets.

This will also allow them to
be empowered and reduced de-
pendency on a public extension
system, said the handout.

Secretary of Economic Rela-
tions Division (ERD) Dr
Mashiur Rahman and Cana-
dian High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Nicholas Etheridge
signed the MOU on behalf of
their respective governments.

EU chief urges
Japan to help
pull Asia out

of crisis

TOKYO, Jan 12: The presi-
dent of the European Union
urged Japan on Monday to
stimulate its domestic economy
as a way of helping alleviate
Asia's economic and financial
crisis, reports AP,

Japan needs to boost its do-
mestic demand so that the
country can increase imports
from Asia, Europe and the
world, said Jacque Santer, in
Tokyo to meet Japanese offi-
cials.

Santer, president of the 20-
member European Commis-
sion, the EU's executive body,
also stressed Japan should take
steps to stabilise its shaky- fi-
nancial system and keep deéreg-
ulating its ecomomy., -« !

Sdnter praised the Japaneseé

overnment's economic stimu-
us package, compiled at the end
of last year, as "a step in the
right direction” for both its
sluggish economy and the rest
of Asia. :

Santer was scheduled to
ineet with Japanese Prime Min-
ister Ryutaro Hashimoto later
Monday in joint talks with vis-
iting British Prime Minister
Tony Blair. Britain currently
holds the rotating presidency of

the%U.

apan should take (a) more
eminent role in politics not
only in Asia but in the world,"
said Santer.

New GM of
J anata Bank

: Md Lutfur
“IRahman is the
~inew General Ma-

Inager of Janata
24 |Bank in Chitta-
. |gong,

says a
press release,
Prior to his

present assignment, he was the
Deputy General Manager of
Sonali Bank.

He used to look after general
advance, FSRP, computer and
industrial credit division of
Sonali Bank.

Japan, Germany
call for reforms

in Indonesia

JAKARTA, Jan 12: The lead-
ers of Japan and Germany both
telephoned their concerns
Monday, adding to pressure on
Indonesia to honour promises
to reform its shattered economy
under the terms of a multibil-
lion-dollar international
bailout, reports AP.

Japanese Prime Minister
Ryutaro Hashimoto and Ger-
man Chancellor Helmut Kohl
both telephoned President
Suharto about Indonesia's eco-
nomic crisis and plunging cur-
rency, State Secretariat Minis-
ter Murdiono said.

Murdiono, the government's
main spokesman, gave no de-
tails of the conversations that
followed talks between Suharto
and the deputy chief of the In-
ternational Monetary Fund,
which put together the bailout
plan.

President Bill Clinton
stressed the need for reform in a
telephone conversation with
Suharto late last week, when
the rupiah plunged to a record
low. Australian Prime Minister
John Howard did the same
d the weekend.

IMF First Deputy Man
Director Stanle Fischer
emerged from talks with
Suharto Monday hopeful that
Indonesia. would, soon an-
nounce strong reforms to re-
store market confidence.

He stressed, however, that
much more work with Indone-
sian officials must be done in
coming days to en and
accelerate the dirs 40 billion

F rescue programme finan-
cially bnckeg friendl i
ernments. b}r y gov
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HK stocks tumble while US, IMF try to calm SEA turmoil

HONG KONG,. Jan 12: As se-
nior officials from the United
States and the International
Monetary Fund launched an
emergency effort to calm East
Asia's economic turmoil, Hong
Kong's stock market became the
latest victim, falling sharply
Monday, reports AP.

Rattled by rising interest
rates, reports that a major Ho
Kong-based investment ba
may shut down, and the sharp
decline on Wall Street on Fri-
day, the key Hang Seng index
had tumbled 10 per cent, or
905.77 points, to 7.988.87 by
early afternoon.

Last week. the index dropped
nearly 17 per cent.

A Hong Kong bank clerk,
Chau Ho-yeung, said his 70,000
Hong Kong dollar investment
(8,970 dollars) was now worth
about 10,000 Hong Kong dollars
(1.282 dollars).

"I'm expecting the worst. ['ve
lost everything. and I'm now

only holding on to a pile of
waste paper,” Chau said.

Share prices also were
falling in Singapore, Japan,
Taiwan, Malaysia and Aus-
tralia,

But share prices were risin
on the stock markets of two
the region's most troubled
economies: Indonesia and
South Korea.

In Hong Kong, the stock
market was rattled by doubts

over the future of ne In-
vestment Holdi Ltd, which
surfaced when rich Centre

Investments Ltd abandoned
plans last week to take a 24 per
cent stake in the troubled com-
pany.
Peregrine is heavily exposed
in Indonesia, where it lent a
substantial amount of money to
a company whose ability to re-
Fa it was thrown into doubt
ollowing a massive decline last
week in the value of the In-
donesian currency, the rupiah.
On Friday. there was a sharp

gfacltnc on Wall Street because
growing concern over Asia's
ﬂ:nnnm'lggturmnll. which

last summer and has since
forced the IMF to give large
bailout loans to Thailand, In-
donesia and South Korea.

In New York, the Dow Jones
Izngémtrial Average Iﬂtbmmeted

: cent, or .20 points,
closi p.m.l“riu:!nyr at 7,580.42, its
fourth-worst single-session
point loss in history.

Such concerns prompted
Stanley Fischer, the IMF's first
deputy managing director, to
begin talks Sunday with offi-
cials in Indonesia on its 40 bil-
lion dollars IMF-led rescue

e.

Last week. the bailout came
close to stalling when the gov-
ernment unveiled a budget
short of reforms the plan re-
quired.

But Fischer emer from
two hours of talks with Presi-
dent Suharto on Monday hope-
ful that Indonesia would soon

announce strong reforms to

overcome its economic crisis.
"l &

days the government of In-

donesia will show, in a very

5 way, its commitment to
ca
and undertakin
measures that should restore
confidence in the economy.”
Fischer said.

that within a few

ng out the programme
a variety of

Also Monday, De&:t}r us

Treasury Secretary Lawrence
Summers was to arrive in

Jakarta to stress the need for

the reforms.

Summers, who also will
visit Thailand, Malaysia,
China, South Korea and Japan,

hi in Singa
onBunday Y Snexpore

Later this week, the IMF
managing director, Michel
Camdessus, and the US defence
Sec . William Cohen, also
will travel to Indonesia in an
effort to bolster faith in its
economy.

Such eflorts appeared to be-

gin to pay off Monday when
share prices rose on the Jakarta
Stock Exchange in moderate
trading. By the midday break,
the composite index was up
B.B‘?lﬁ;lngl‘:a. or 2.6 per cent, at
351.761.

In Seoul, share prices on the
Korea Stock Exchar}fe closed

higher on strong buying inter-
est from local investors en-

cour l:r>y continued bullish-
n::lu oreigners, analysts
sal

The benchmark index closed
at 456.20, up 15.42 points, or

2.43 per cent.
"C'axrrndeuus‘a remarks today
that he is satisfied with Korea's

reforrn measures helped boost
investors sentiment,” said Kang
Sung-mo, an analyst at Hanjin
Investment and Securities Co.
Upon arrival at Kimpo Air-
port, Camdessus said "yes"
when asked whether he is con-
tent with reforms made so far
South Korea as conditions of
the IMF's 57 billion dollar
|

bailout.

But prices fell on other stock
exchanges in Asia Monday.

In Tokyo, the 225-issue
Nikkei Stock Average shed
330.66 points, or 2.21 per cent,
clos at 14,664 .44.

Talwan's main stock index
fell to a 10-week low at the
close, plunging 362.06 points,
or 4.7 per cent, to 7,375.14.

In Australia, the broadest
market measure of share prices,
the All Ordinaries Index, fell to
its lowest level since late De-
cember, shedding 60.7 points,
or 2.3 per cent, to 2.542.4.

At the end of the morning
session In Singapore, the
benchmark Straits Times In-
dustrials Index in Singapore
was 104.69 lower at 1,071.66,
breaching the 1,100 level. And
in Malaysia, the Composite In-
dex, which tracks share prices
of 100 blue-chip stocks, was at
474.74, down 16.86 points, or
3.4 per cent.

Lutfar Rahman Sarkar, Governor, Bangladesh Bank, presiding over a seminar on 'Central Bank Independence and Growth'’

organized by Bangladesh Bank Training Academy under Executive Development Programme at the Bank's

conference

room yesterday. Dr. Hafiz A, Akhand, Associate Professor, Department of Economics, University of Regina, Canada,
presented the key-note paper at the seminar.

Raz

Fisheries development

RET TR

Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzaq has underscored
the need for inter-ministerial
consultation to achieve sus-
tainable fisheries development,
reports BSS.

Inaugurating a two-day na-
tional seminar on proposed
fourth fisheries project yester-
day the minister said a number
of diverse and complex prob-
lems confront the open water
fisheries of Bangladesh which
need to be addressed quickly b
joint efforts of the concerne
ministries and agencies.

He said over use of water for
irrigation, unplanned construc-
tion of embankment for flood
control, pollution from urban,
industrial and agricultural run
off, siltation of river and canal
beds, over exploitation. destruc-
tive fishing practices and im-
pediments in fish migration,
are the major environmental
constraints in fisheries devel-
opment,

Jointly organised by the De-
partment of Fisheries (DoF) and
the World Bank, the seminar is
being held at the Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Council
auditorium here.

The inaugural tssh:m was

e

consul

IS IV

L

atio

also addressed by State Minis-
ter for Land Rashed Mosharaf,
State Minister for Fisheries
and Livestock Satish Chandra
Roy, Country Director of World
Bank Pierre Landell-Mills, Di-
rector General of DoF Liaquat
Ali, team leader of proposed
fourth fisheries project Shafiul
Alam, and Project Director M
Nasir Uddin Ahmed. .

Fisheries and Livestock Sec-
retary Ayub Quadri was in the
chair.

Abdur Razzaq assured full
cooperation of his ministry for
implementation of the proposed
fourth fisheries project.

He said that 18 projects and
25 lakh hectares water bodies of
water development board are
being used for fisheries devel-
opment by the community peo-
ple living near the projects, un-
der a memorandum of under-
standing signed between his
ministry and the ministry of
fishl_\::r!::cs.

eferring to the irdportanﬂ:
of fisheries sector in national
economy, the minister said cur-
rently it contributes 3.7 per cent
of the GDP, 11 per cent of ex-
ports and 80 per cent of the
animal protein intake by the

o, W Lot
T, L 4 - ]
| . - &

population.

He said annually an esti-
mated 1.2 million tons of fish
worth one billion US dollar is
produced in the country for
consumption and export.
Bangladesh has 4.3 million
hectares o and closed waters
which could be developed along
with 12 nautical miles of terri-
torial belt from the coastal ar-
eas and 200 nautical miles of
exclusive economic zone.

State Minister for Land
Rashed Mosharaf said his min-

istry as custodian of the water
béleg would handover them to
the DoF for two years on trial
basis when the fourth fisheries
project goes into operation.

State Minister for Fisheries
and Livestock Satish Chandra
Roy sought cooperation of the
concerned ministries and agen-
cies as development ners
for implementation of the pro-
posed project.

Director General of DoF Li-
aquat Ali said release of carp
fingerlings in open water dur-
ing second and third fisheries
project produced good results in
some places where poor fisher-
men were benefitted.

zaq wants intér-ministerial |

IMF satisfied
‘with ROK
‘reforms

SEOUL, Jan 12: The head of
the International Monetary
Fund arrived in Seoul on Mon-
day, saying he is satisfied with
South Korean efforts to carry
out IMF-ordered financial re-
forms, reports AP.

Upon arrival at Kimpo Air-

rt, Michel Camdessus said

s” when asked whether he is
content with reform made so
far by South Korea as condi-
tions of the IMF's 57 billion
dollars bailout.

It was his second visit to
Seoul since early December
when the IMF agreed to rescue
South Korea's sinking econ-
omy. His visit this time is to
review South Korea's perfor-

mance.

The IMF. among other
things. has demanded that
South Korea cut government
spendtng. keep interest rates
high and liquidate financially
shaky financial institutions.

Camdessus also said he
Flanu to meet with labour union
eaders during his two-day
visit.

The IMF leader did not elab-
orate, but local media have re-
ported that he will try to per-
Bua{.Ic the labuuli} umnlll thl:l to ac-
cept a Propooed t would
make layoffs easier in finan-
cial institutions.

New US law take@ effect tomorrow

[llegal immigrants
face uncertainty

Mohammed Alamgir, a
Bangladesh-born Attorney at
Law in the USA, yesterday said
the newly introduced US immi-
gration law to be effective from
January 14 will be very difficult
for the illegal aliens to obtain
their immigration status, re-
ports BSS,

"Only the illegal aliens will
be able to adjust their status in
the USA after filing visa appli-
cation/petition or labour certi-
fication before January 14,
1988." Alamgir told BSS in an
interview before his departure
for USA.

Commenting on the law he
said that a large number of
Bangladeshis who have already
been ordered to be deported by
the court shall have to return fo
Bangladesh. He urged the
Bangladeshis living in the USA
for consulting with an attorney
before filing petition seekin
[Juliucal asylum or any sort o

EE??{ ]grublem.

eferring to the human
rights he said it is not perfect in
maintaining human rights and
international law.

Elaborating his point, the
lawyer said though the aliens
that do not possess the right to
have due process, certainly they
have the constitutional right to
live as US citizens.

He advised those who pro-
]Joaetntraveltnthe USA as vis-
tors and students "must not
violate their status by any

| means.”

Hailing the hill tracts peace
treaty and the Ganges water
sharing treaty signed by the
present overnment, the
renowned lawyer said these
were widely lauded by US and
European countries,

He hoped that the accord will
bring peace in the hill on of
the country and brotherly rela-
tionship will be develo be-
tween the tribal and the non-
tribal people.

Ec_nnnmic Crisis
1000 Koreans seek

unemployment
benefit a day

SEOUL, Jan 12: More than
1,000 South Koreans a day, or
more than six times last year's
average, are applying for un-
employment benefits, accord-
ing to labour ministry statistics
Rl; Pllshcd here today, reports

With scores of small and

medium-sized companies col-

lapsing daily due to the coun

try s financial crisis, last week
saw an avcrﬂﬁ: of 1,043 appli-
cants daily, the Korea Herald
quoted ministry officials as

saying.
ast week, the Herald

In the
said, 11,799 people reported to
labour offices nat:lnnw._lde in a

search for new jobs.

Exchange Rates

Effective on Monday, January 12, 1998
Central Bank USD/BDT Rate: Buying — BDT 45.30/

TT/0D |EI: Currency | TT Clean &Elght OD Transfer
_45.6600 | 45.7000 | USD | 450850 | 4490866
74.1975 | 74.2625 | GBP 726423 | 72.3614 | 722035
25.1987 | 252208 | DEM | 247052 | 246097 | 245158
03485 | 0.3489 | JPY 03403 103390 (03382

CHF 304781 | 303603 | 302320

| 7.5160 | 7.5226 | FRF 74015 | 7.3729 7.3532
| 32,1323 | 32,1605 | CAD | 31,4087 | 31.2873 31.1541
| 5.7075 | 5.7125 | SEK {56084 | 55867 | 55725 |

| Notes

5 5.65625

TC 45.05 45.65 GBP

7 7

713

43359
Exchange Rates of Some Asian Currencies

ainst US Dollars

INDIAN | PAK
_RUPEE | RUPEE | BAHT

THAI
L RINGITT

MALAYSI-AN

INDONESI-AN
RUPIAH

PHILIPPI-NE PESO

3981/ 56.25/

4.6450/4.6550

B500/8600 43.75/44.75

44.006
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Shipping Intelli gene

Chittagong Port

Berth position and performance of vessels as on 12.1.98.

e = -

Berth Name of Vessels Cargo L Port Local Date of Leaving
No - Call  Agent  Arrival
J/3 Linghai-18 CClink Sing MBL 10/12  23/1
J/4 Banglar Mamata G Cal BSC 04/01 12/1
J/5 Ema Oldendorfl RSeed Vrea Litmond 09/12 12/1
J/6 Leona a Busa Prog 02/12 12/1
J/7 Al Shams d Viza Prog 26/12  20/1
J/8 Feng Chi a Sing Prog 31/12 22/1
J/9 Qing Yang v Sing BDShip 29/12 14/1
J/10 Qc Teal Cont Sing QCH. 09/01 14/1
J/11 Padma cont Sing RSL 04/01 15/1
J/12 Manaslu (Cont) Cont Sing RSL 30/12 14/1
J/13 Sea Elegance Cont Sing _Pil(BD) 01/01 14/1
CCT/2 Banglar Monl Cont Sing BSC 02/01 13/1
CCT/3 Sophie Schulte Cont Sing RSL 03/01  13/1
RM/14 Jin Cheng Jiang PSSP Sing T™IL 28/12 18/1
oCJ Petchmanee C Clink Sing Seacom 31/12 16/1
GsJ Grigoroussa Wheat (G) Mong Lams 30/12 12/1
TSP Kapitan Bocbek R Phos Hamr Litmond 05/1 15/1
RM/3 Venessa ro P Kel Rainbow 06/01 13/1
RM/4 Won San Cement Long USTC 6/12 16/1
RM/5 Al Sabiyah HSD Kuwt  MSTPL 05/01 13/1
DOJ Banglar Jyou  CoOd : BSC R/A 12/1
DD Banglar Gourab Repair Fang BSC 17/11 12/1
DDJ/1 Tanary Star Idle Para PSAL - -
RM/8 High Mountain Cement Kind PSAL R/A 16/1
RM/9  Banglar Kallol Repair BAbb Move 17/12  16/1
CUFLJ Yafeng Cement Land Delmure R/A 15/1
Kafco (U) Trans Glory Urea Hald BDShip 07/01 12/1
Et Ocean Echo P Mat Sing MBL 30/09 -
- Vessels due at outer anchor r: I3
Name of Vessels _ Date of L Port Local - . Cargo ng |
: Arrival Ca if t HJ s maggﬁ '
Vanessa 1/ 13/1  Col. gﬂd hi Cont ~ Col
Sin Hai 31/12 13/1 Sing QCSL Cont Sing
Al Swamruz 15/1 - ASLL - -
Lefrort 6/1 14/1 Sing RSL Cont Sing
grll: v 13/1 - Oil & | -
altimar Venus 14/1 Yang Litmond Gl (Co -
Gretke Oldendorff 14/1 - 2 Rainbow R {Hpra] -
ol By 111 191 e SR G s
a Bira in BDShi Cont Si
[B Everett 15/1 - . Ew:r:lf d n%
Kota Cahaya 5/1 15/ Sing  Pil (BD) Cont Sing
San Pablo
(Roro/24) 31/12 17/1 Col JF Vehi
Tamdhu (48) 7/1 17/1 - Simni R Coch/GlI
Hai Mao 18/1 Mong MBL Scraping -
Kota Berjaya 11/1 19/1 Sing Pil (BD) Cont Sing
Sea Horse 21/1 Sing Seacom Gl (Copra) -
Sotton 22/1 - Simni Scraping -
Kota Alam 6/1 23/1 Sing Pil (BD) Cont Sing
Dowan- | 24{1 Kara AML Gl/GL Kara
Name of Vessels Cargo Last Port Local Date of
Call Agent Arrival
Syra C Oil Rast DSLL 1/1
Banglar Shourabh C 0Oil - BSC R/A
Ismaya - . B Ba 9/1
Orizont - Sing B Ba 25/1
Walter - - B Bay 1/1
Kuda Nil - . B Bay R/A(27/12)
Setia Abdi - - B Bay R/A(27/12)
Seabulk Besty - BBay R/A(5/1)
Sea Bulk Energy - Sing B Bay 2/12
Vessels at Outer Anchorage
Ready on
Arktis Queen a P Kel Sunshine 30/12
Sarah-I| GI (St Coil) Yang Cross 30/12
Arktis Trader €| Sing Sunshine 1/1
Norbulk Oak & S Hai Prog 1/1
Diligence Cont Cont Sing 5/1
Kury Ong Cement Sing Imure 9/12
tima Cont Mong Baridhi 5/1
Bharatendu a Mad SSL 5/1
Kota Bintang Cont Sing Pil (BD) 6/1
China Star a Sing Everett 6/1
M Regina Cont Sing Pil (BD) 6/1
Ultima Cont Col Baridhi 7/1
Mirdamad Cont Sing SSL 8/1
Sea d Busa Prog 8/1
Qc Pin Cont Sing RSL 10/1
Johanna Cont Sing RSL 10/1
Ras Al Zour HSD Kuwa MSTPL 10/1
Vessels Awaiting Instruction
Great Best-| Cement - USTC R/A(18/12)
Banglar Asha - - BSC R/A(28/12)
Banglar Urmi - - BSC _ R/AW4/1)
Movement of Vessels for 13.1.98
Outgoing Incoming Shifting
CCT/2 B Moni DOJ B Sea Elegance to J/12
CCT/3 Sophie Schulte CUFLJ B Asha
GSJ Grigoroussh CCT/3
RM/3 Venessa RM/5 Ras al Zour

RM/5 Al Sabiyah
Kalfco (U) Trans Glory
CUFLJ Yafeng

Kafco (U) Leona

‘The above are the shipping position and

ormance of vessels

of Chjtta%mg Port as per berthing sheet of CPA supplied by HRC
Group, Dhaka. P , ¢ eP o

h

Japan FAO Association
equipment to Shapla Neer, a 1ocal NGO, for poor Bangladeshi i

handed over agricultural

IOE launches

new products

Star Business Report

International Office Equip-
ment, which markets electronic
and computer products in Ban-
galdesh, yesterday introduced
fl-imtne American items on its

st.

The new products include
photocopiers, multi-media
projectors and computers.

A short drive from the city's
Motijheel commercial centre,
where the main IOE office is lo-
cated, lies its first well-deco-
rated show room at Gulshan.

“This is for the first time we
are introducing formally an
US office equipment,” said 10
chief executive officer Aftab ul
Islam,

Islam told The Daily Star
that the US-made “bank note
counting™ machines had al-
ready become popular among
the banks. Some 200 such ma-
chines, specially designed for
Bangladesh's weather condi-
tions, and able to count “wet”
and “perforated” notes, are now
being used by 26 banks in the
country. Such note-counting
machines occupy 75 per cent
market share, he claimed.

At the ceremony at a local
restaurant, Forrest E Cookson,
president of the American
Chamber of Commerce in
Bangladesh (AmCham),
Habibullah Khan former In-
formation and Jute minister
and also a former Bangladesh's
El!rglh Cun&miaiur:r to South

ca, and general manager of
IOE Kamrulglulam also spoke,

IOE has also emp ex-
perts to ensure after-sales ser-
vice round the clock.

Asked about the price com-
petitiveness of the US products
:ﬁf‘““ those of the Japanese,

ab said some US products
like Lanier photocopier were
now available at prices reduced
by 10 to 15 per cent.

“These are cheaper, because
they are now being manufac-
tured in Indonesia, Malaysia

and other South East Asian
countries.” he said.

Mosharraf visits
BPC head office

Minister for Civil Aviation
and Tourism Engineer Moshar-
raf Hossain yesterday called
ypon the officials and employ-
ges of Ban esh Parjatan. .
Corporation ) to work hard
{D:i thf d?vclgpment of tourism
ndustry in the country, reports
BSS. g

On his first visit to the BPC
head office after taking over as
minister, Hossain said father of
the nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had
first dreamt of development of
tourism in Bangladesh in view
of the vast potentiality in the
tourism sector.

"Bangladesh has tremendous
tourism potentials with eye-
catching nature, vast sea
beaches. Archaeological sites,
monuments, rich cultural her-
itage and. above all, friendly
people.” he said.

he minister said Banga-
bandhu had first established
the BPC in 1973 with a clear-cut
planning to develop the tourism
industry in Bangladesh but no
substantial development took
place in this sector after 1975.

Referring to gradual devel-
opment in the tourism sector in
the neighbouring countries,
Engineer Mosharrafl Hossain
said the present government of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
had given top importance to the
development of tourism sector.

“We hope that a remarkable
progress would be made in
tourism industry in Bangladesh
during the tenure of the present
government.” he said.

Japanese NGO gives
Shapla Neer agri

equipment, seeds

Star Business Report

A Japanese donor NGO,
Japan FAO Association,
handed over some agricultural
equipment and ve ble seeds
to a local NGO, Shapla Neer,
here yesterday.

iTh«t equipment including
minor irrigation pump,
tiller and impmvcdp vl;ﬂm
seeds was handed over by the
Managing Director of Japan
FAO Association, Y Furuya, at a
function held at the head office
of the local NGO, says a press re-
lease.

The equipment and supplies
were purchased under the pro-
{;E‘ft "Improvement of Household

ood Security Through the
Promotion of Community
Based Self-help Farmers
Groups”.

The Fm ect is funded by the
Japan FAO Association, Tokyo
through FAO with the total bud-
get of Taka 2.4 million, which
was donated by the people of
Japan to assist poor Bangla-
deshi farmers to achieve food

security.

The project will be imple-
mented by Shapla Neer in col-
laboration with the Depart-
ment of Agricultural Extension
(DAE). Ministry of Agriculture
in selected Thanas in Manik-
ga;\r%.‘ Narsingdi and Mymen-
si Districts.

t the ceremony, a
from T Yano, State Minister for
culture, Forestry and Fish-
eries, of Ja was delivered by
T. Sudo. Md Abdul Awal, Addi-
tional Director, DAE, read out

the message on behalf of the Di-
rector-General, Department of
Agricultural Extension.



