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Be Stern

On the face of it, it looked like a good decision.
But what was wrong with it was that it was not true,
or that is how it appears now. Yesterday, this
newspaper along with many others carried the
news, based on a PID handout, that government
has sent the 7-point demand of the BCS adminis-
tration cadre to the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Establishment Ministry. On inquir-
ing it was revealed that no such JS Standing Com-
mittee exists. So where did this news originate
from, and why did the PID issue it, though it
claimed its source to be "unofficial".

However we would like to repeat our call for pa-
tience on all sides. We strongly resent the way BCS
admin cadres have been behaving. They cannot act
like trade unions nor a group of them behave like
CBAs. Government servants are public employees
and every aspect of their behaviour must follow
certain rules and tions.

Mass demonstration in- front of selected offices
are not how BCS admin cadres are expected to
behave, nor are other cadres for that matter.
However we have to admit that such behaviour of
public servants have a long history and has
become entrenched with the gradual politicisation
of the government functionaries. All government
of post-independence period-both civil and
military-are guilty of using the government
officials for their narrow political ends. Thus over
the years the curse of partisanship has gradually
eaten away the whole notion of impartiality and
objectivity on which our administrative edifice is
based.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has a very diffi-
cult task before her. We must not forget that it was
her party that blatantly used the government ser-
vants for its own political goal towards the fag end
of BNP rule. She later rewarded those who took ac-
tive part in that process. In a way she is paying the
price of her shortsightedness then.

Whatever may have been the past follies, it can-
not be allowed to continue now. We urge the gov-
ernment to be stern and strictly go by the book. As

for the parliament, we thinks it is an administra-
tive matter, and should be solved by the executive

pranc:h. : '
hange of Heart
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Doctors need a change of heart, said a Daily Star
headline yesterday in big italicised types. That the
journal was not proposing to bring in practitioners
of Christian Barnad's art but was meaning to say
what the phrasal expression stands for figuratively,
nobody was in any doubt about. But hospitals es-
pecially those run by the government and the ex-
perience of anyone having to run after a doctor do
strongly suggest that short of Barnardian surgical
intervention there will never be any change of heart
among the héalers in Bangladesh.” e

Even the smartest among-our citizens would‘be
puzzied to decide what to do’in case of a bloody or
serious burn injury accident. Even in cases where
money is no problem. Rush her to hospital emer-
gencies? The Daily Star story would ve correctly
advise against. Private hospitals? It wmﬁ'd be quite
a quiz to know which of these offers the right ser-
vice. These are medically manned by personnel of
the government health service and hospitals. They
all need a call and some notice or time to respond
to any need at the private hospitals. The best that
these can do is offer some first aid-type care by a
medical green-horn pending the arrival of the ma-
jestic ones from the government cadre. And the
general rule is the visiting big shots come abiding
strictly by a routine, not according to anyone's need.

Doctors enjoy here the benefit of the convention
of being kept above criticism. Just as do the
judges. How many people go abroad for treatment
of even ordinary ilinesses — not to say anything of
serious ailments calling for repair of heart or kid-
ney or stavin%' off oncological degeneration? May be
more than a hundred thousand. Specialised hospi-
tals in nearby Calcutta thrive on never-ending pro-
cessions of Bangladeshi patients. And far off Vel-
lore or Madras or even Chandigarh share the pa-
tronage of the Bangladeshi patient. The moneyed
ones, however, go to Bangkok and Singapore. Why?

The doctors can afford to care little as the num-
ber of the impecunious patient is so large and con-
tinues to grow so much all the time that they
would not have to fear losing patients to others up
to the day of judgment.

It is indeed a question of the heart. Most of our
doctors do not put their heart into their job —

rofessionally. Their heart is elsewhere, most likely
ucre. And seldom it is on the sufferer that has
come seeking his or her cure a thousand times
more ardently than any beggar. Churning that
craving from all of cne's existence, does make a dif-
ference. Loss of one's uwn nation's confidence. A
change of heart you need, indeed.

A Season to Lose Sleep

It is admission time in the city schools. And time
for some guardians to lose sleep. With most of the
private schools closing their gates pretty early, par-
ents are in a mad rush to carve a niche for their
wards in the schools of their choice. Government
schools with a reputation are having to take the
brunt of this maddening ‘hunt’ for good schools.

This sickening (rcenzy is not typical of this year
only. It has become a pattern by now. Because it s
not merely a matter of putting children to schools.,
Evexg parent is keen to find a berth for her child in
a school he or she reckons as capable of providing
quality education. And although in terms of sheer
number there is not quite a crisis of schools in
Dhaka this preferential attention to certain schools
leads to an unequal distribution of pressure usher-
ing in what now has assumed the proportion of a
seasonal crisis.

We believe it is a two-way problem. While there
is no den
crisis of schools in Dhaka, there is no denying also
that most do not ensure quality education. In fact,
quality has become such a rarity these days that
even the schools that many parents deem as good
are found wanting more often than not. Main prob-
lem is the lack of qualified and dedicated teachers.
So the mere mushrooming of schools won't help.
There will have to be more schools that can ensure
quality education. Then the parents have to come
out of their mindset about certain schools. Unless

a balance is struck between the two, the seasonal
rush would never go.
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that there is not exactly a numerical

Sonia's Entry, Not Unmixed Blessing

HE would rather beg in the
streets of Delhi than join
politics. This was not the
best of expression in defence of
Sonia Gandhi. Still
Mohammed Younus. who
behaves like a member of the
Nehru-Indira Gandhi family,
used it when there was at
ressure on Sonia to lead

ongress a few years ago. Her
response to the

own
::}rﬂll . literally forcing her

getlde over the , made
it doubtful whether she would

ever take the plunge.
has, the discus-

Now that

sion on she did it is futile.
Instead, the question which
needs to be posed is how her
electioneering will affect the
fortunes of Co or, for that
matter, the Bharativa Janata
Party. However contemptuous
the critics may be, she has al-
made a , at least
. For one, deser-
in have ;
Whether her entry will be s-
lated into votes is yet to be seen.
But even if she is able to tilt
three to four per cent of votes in
favour of Congress it would
mean 33 more seats for
Congress in the two states
alone, Maharashtra and Ra-

jasthan.
In Rajasthan,
cured 40.51

s se-
per cent of the votes
polled against BJP's 42.36

cent in 1996 Lok Sabha -
tions. The difference was only
that of 1.85 per cent. Again,
Maharashtra gave Eugﬁmu
34.78 per cent while 38.64 per
cent to the BJP-Shiv Sena
combine, a difference of less
than four per cent. There are
many seats where Co lost
by a few hundred or a couple of
thousand votes. Sonia may ef-
fect the necessary tilt to win the

RAN-US relations have gone

through a tumultuous period

of change since the downfall
of the Shah of Iran in 1979.
During the Revolution of 1978-
79 in Iran,
emergence of religious activists
allied with extremist
"Dedicated ter” groups, the
Mujahedin, which were op
to the influx of foreigners,
particularly Americans, and to
a westernisation they saw as
threatening to the traditional
values subsumed under the
cloak of Shi'ite Islam. When on
January 16, the Shah fled Iran,
crowds in excess of 1,000,000
demonstrated in Tehran,
proving the wide appeal of
Khomeini, who arriveg in Iran
amid wild rejoicing on
February 1, 1979.

On April 1, 1997, after a

landslide’ victory in a na’ﬂﬁ

als of Islamic government.
Fundamentalist measures fol-
lowed, and revolutionary
committees patrolled the
streets enforcing Islamic codes
of behaviour and dress. Efforts
were made to suppress western
influence,

At this time, anti-American
sentiment was strong. On
November 4, 1979, supporters of
the revolution took control of
the US embassy in Tehran,
seized 66 US citizens there and
at the foreign ministry, and,
with the exception of 14 who
were granted early release and
despite the death of the Shah on

there was an .
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BJP leaders still believe that the regional parties will be more hit than they,
with Sonia, will eat up a substantial support of Muslims,

The BJP s Co 55 as
the only viable opposition and
is ed over the a factor,

which is unknown and untried
so far. Already the wave of
buoyancy that the party was
riding has been stemmed and
the initial advantage is dissi-
ting. Some BJP leaders still
that the
will be more hit than they.
Their argument is that
Congress, with Sonia, will eat
up a substantial su of Mus-
lims, dalits and the backward
that the state parties enjoy at
present. This is not true.
are now separate set up and
space. They will not want to
lose them to Congress. In fact,
the BJP may be the loser. It is as
much closer to the u castes
as Congress is. The Congress

gain will be BJP's loss.
old may turmn

Sonia's strongh
out to be the rural electorate,

besides women. | found the evi-
dence when | was in Rajasthan
a few days ago, after Sonia had
announced her intention to
campaign for the Congress
candidates. Many people and
pressmen told me that she
wielded influence over vil-
lagers, particularly women,
who had sympathy for her as
the widow of the assassinated
prime minister. Even UP,
which gave only four out of 85
seats to Congress last time,
shows the signs of stirrings af-
ter her entry. A BJP leader con-

cedes Congress at least 10 more
seats.

Indeed, the dynasty still
sells in certain parts of India,

that the state parties enjoy at present.

how alter the Janata's awec&in
northern India, following Mrs
Gandhi's authoritarian rule
from 1975 to 1977, the four
southern states, which gener-
ally returned Congress, reversed
the trend. Five years ago, RHLLW
Gandhi's assassination in the
midst of elections won

more seats in the South than it

would have otherwise. Sonia
may be a hit below the Vind-
hayas, although editors of lead-
ing newspapers in the four
ami:]thr.rn states think differ-
ently.

I do not believe that she
would be the prime minister if

e e e

Their argument is that Congress,
dalits and the backward

will be solely directed at her.
She should know that before
long the names of those who re-
ceived the kickbacks in the Bo-
fors gun deal will be out. The
Italian connection has already
been established. And it was her

husband who had ed a di-
rect channel other the of-
ficlal one, to negotiate the deal

and to distribute the cut. Her
close friend, Ottavio Quttrocchi,
linked with the bribes, has fled
India with the then Congress
government's connivance. Cor-
ruption is going to be the main
issue in elections and she will

¢ Increasingly hearing that

BETWEEN THE LINES
Ls ’

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

and when Congress leads a
coalition government at the
Centre. at has a different
kind of impediments which she
may not be able to surmount.
Her candidates for the office of
prime minister are former Fi-
nance Minister Manmohan
Singh and former Kerala Chief
Minister AK Antony. She may
choose any of the two.
Nonetheless, if Co does
well, there will be efforts to
draft her. She cannot say that
she would not go that far. Poli-
tics knows no part-time partic-
ipants.

Sonia should, however, be

e ————————

Rajiv Gandhi was not Mr Clean.
Will she be able to face all
the accusations hurled at her
and her husband and how effec-
tively will meet them is the
question. The Sonia factor may
be important for Congress,
which has been Bd:uhp:;adtely
for a prop. But oes
m;l her is what she should
have assessed before jumping
into the nrcur:. She halnfe*l;]en
prospects er

m anka and Rahul,
who would have had greater
chance after the ple had
been disillusioned from all. The
sty card cannot be played

little too early.

Apart from Rajiv Gandhi's
misdoings, Sonia‘'s problem
will be to ::lplaln why she re-
trained the Italian citizenship
even after a decade of her mar-
riage. The note that the Union
Home Ministry prepared in

1982, two years ore Rajiv
Gandhi became the prime min-
ister, has said no in her

defence. Like other notes by bu-
reaucrats, this was also e.
The note was entitled,
"Shrimati Sonia Gandhi, an
Italian, who has not applied for
citizenship so far.” It said: "Smt
Sonia Gandhi, wife of Shri Ra-
Jiv Gandhi, MP, has not so far
aF lied for or acquired Indian
citizenship. She s staying in
India as an Italian nati ., on
the basis of authorised stay fa-
cilities ted to her. However,
e wife of an Indian citi-
zen, she is eligible for registra-
tion as Indian citizen under
Section 5(1) (C) of the citizen-
ship Act 1955". The note further
said: "[talian ladies married to
Indian citizens, like other for-
eign wives of Indian citizens,
are considered for registration
under Section 5(1) (C) of the Act
on the basis of Indian citizen-
ship of their husbands.” The
WO was hog-wash but what
it implied was that Mrs. Sonia
Gandhi could be an Indian citi-
zen by marriage, but had not
chosen to be so.
Before 1 go further, let me ex-
Elain what section 5(1) (C) of the
itizenship Act 1955 is. There
are two ways to earn Indian cit-
izenship: one, by registration

Etforts to Improve Iran-US Relations

hostage until Jan 20, 1981.
On November 14, 1979, US Pres-
ident Jimmy Carter ordered
frozen all Iranian assets in US
banks. An unsuccessful US at-
tempt (April 24, 1980) to rescue
the hostages aggravated hostil-
ity between the two countries.
On January 20, 1981. the day of
Ronald Reagan's inauguration
as US President, the hostages
were released.

When Ayatollah Khomeini
died on June 3, 1989, Ali Akbar
Rafsanjani was elected presi-
dent. He favoured a policy of
rapprochement with the West. A
move towards that end was fa-
cilitatéd with the résiimption.of

diplomatic ties between Iran
a.m‘ the U . States on
Sep cﬁu 27,

tions,

90. Such rela-

however, remained

rather cool. Washington im-

posed tough economic sanc-

tions on Tehran 5:{[ that it

was against the Middle East

macc rocess and that it har-

ureclt:rrurlata who see Amer-

ican interests as the prime tar-
get.

After two decades of con-
frontation with Washington,
new Iranian President Mo-
hammad Khatami has moved
cautiously to ease relations of-
fering a "thoughtful dialogue
with the American people.”

This move has been further
supported by the Iranian for-

to the United States to im
relations with Tehran that
his t wanted good re-
lations with western world. He
said: "The ball is in the court of
the United States, improving
relations is something that de-
pends on their sides. We are
ready to work with all nations
based on mutual respect. The
Americans must change their
behaviour towards Iran."

[ranian President Moham-
mad Khatami's unusually con-
ciliatory message aimed at the
United States has been recipro-
cated by US President Bill Clin-
ton in_ equally conciliatory
terms, ;)?ﬂ was greatly en-
cnuraf 1 by the opening Irom
Iran. If the new overture leads
to the resumption of meaning-
ful contact tween the two
countries, it is expected to con-
tribute to the lessening of ten-
sion in the Middle East and
hopefully reopen a new chapter
of cooperation between the two
countries.

It is open to question
whether the American percep-
tion of Iran as a country en-
mura,glnﬁ‘t:rrnﬂsm and imped-
ing the Middle East peace pro-
cess is shared by her allies. The
economic embargo imposed by
the US also does not appear to
have been fully effective in as
much as many countries have
been lukewarm in honouring it.

There are hopeful indica-
tions in this direction from
other quarters. Saudi Arabia
lately offered to mediate be-
tween the US and Iran to recon-
cile them in ghe interest of re-
E:nal stability in the Gulf. The

udi Crown Prince said: "It is
not hard for our Iranian broth-
ers or for a friendly country
like the United States to reach a

settlement to their differences, -

and we will be happy to see sta-
bility and zm:w:ur'tlg:::r P:'I this sen-

sitive_region.” Leaders of the
Eur nion Hate]y
C ted President Clinton

with-their-leng-standing objec-
HHons to US sanctions on inters
national trade with Iran.

In the opinion of interna-
tional observers, the encourag-
ing thaw in the relations be-
tween the two countries is not
likely to lead immediately to
any major development, keep-
ing in view the present uncer-
tain state of the over-all situa-
tion in the Middle East. In this
context, each side will carefully
watch further developments be-
fore taking any meaningful
next :

The United States still has
reservations about Iran. It also
wants to be sure about
€quations in that country.

hrnmm e tllimnh the premeub&
ato . su

leader :Irld President Khatami,
the willingness on the part of
Iran to normalise relations
with the US is indicative of a
consensus among those who
wield power in Iran.

There is another refreshin
aspect of the present interna
situation in Iran. Until re-
cently, Iran’'s Islamic leaders
tried to prevent their people
from knowing when things
were g&lng wrong. When they
chose to publicise problems —
e e g
erred Lo the West, no-
fably thi’ﬁ%ﬁ&tﬁe &mﬁ

Mohammad Khatami's

. tively moderate gove i

office and with a growing ic
hunger for openness. this may
be ¢ .amguw;%l Newspapers have
begun to reflect the darker side
of life under Islamic rule and to
raise political and religious
questions that push at the lim-
its of the state's tolerance.

Over the past few years,
western policy has been a mud-
dle. The aim was fine: to per-
suade Iran to change its more
dangerous ways. The Americans
tried to do this by enclosing it
in a cordon sanitaire, Eu-
ropeans by talking it into %nod
behaviour. Neither method
worked. And so, both sides be-

to agree it was time for a

— i

tion. Sonia came under the reg-
istration clause and section 5(1)
(C) which relates to "women
married to Indian citizens."
Sonia was also governed by the
naturalisation clause and for

that, accnrdu;ﬁ to official
sources, "any eligible

will have to apply in the pre-
scribed form the con-
mmdh state e andmlf
such an application is eventu-
aﬂyamrptﬂ by the central gov-

ernment, he or she will issued a
certificate of naturalisation. af-
ter he or she has renounced his
or her original nationality.”
Why did she not embrace citi-

zenship through
Even after some relerences

here and there Sonia did not
renounce her Italian citizen-
ship. So much so, she allowed
her name to be deleted from the
electoral rolls in Delhi, indicat-
ing that she did not want to be
an Indian national. She must
have weighed at that time the
advantages and disadvan
to Rajiv Gandhi. Ultimately,
she became an Indian citizen,
only a few months before Rajiv
Gandhi assumed prime minis-
tership.
C has, no doubt, got
vigorated after Sonia's entry.

orkers are particularly reju-

venated because they feel that
she may ignite the em of the
aﬁut 's glory once in.
at they — and the —
overlook is tlt':hﬁer e she hauf
brought wi ; € o
Bofors kickbacks other
shady s effected d the

regimes of Rajiv Gandhi but
also Mrs Gandhi. And in the
background was the extra-con-
stitutional authority of S;lﬂ{;aiy
Gandhi. All those ho e
memories may stir up again.
She may not turn out to be an

party those seats. more so in the South. One saw  prepared for the attacks which  twice. I think she has playedita and the other, by naturalisa- unmixed blessing.

America's policy has remained
officially unchanged. In 1995,
the Clinton administration cut
off all dealings with Iran. Last
year, the Iran-Libya Sanctions
Act laid down that any non-
American .firm investing over
$40 million a in Iranian
oil or would be punished.
The plan to pipe gas from
Turkmenistan across northern
Iran to Turkey and beyond may
not technically break the letter
of the sanctions act; it certainl
breaks its spirit. But the U
administration decided not to
oppose the project. Three dis-
tinguished former US officials
jointly attacked current cy
as crude and ineffective. Senior
US officials are also said to be
ving hints about their desire
end the Iranian estrange-
ment.

- In the light-of the latest Ira-
nian, overture,; for reconcilia-
tion, the western view of [ram as
sponsor of. terrorism needs be
revised particularly because a
beginning has been made with
the Iranian President taking
the first major step by offering
a dialogue and President Clin-
ton's response eulogising Iran
as "a country with a great his-
tory” and declaring that Ameri-
cans "have been atly en-
riched by Iranian, Persian
culture.”

In the context of the above
developments, there seems to be
no doubt that a rapprochement
between the United States and
Iran will help to ease tension

contribute to the creation
of peace and stability in the re-

July 27, 1980, held them eign minister who said it was up It is reported that even US com- tever be the nature of power oint reassessment. So far, glon.

AKING peace in the
insurgency-affected
Chittagnn% Hill Tracts

of Bangladesh is just like
chasing a chdmeleon in the
deep forest. As the government-
opposition standofl continues
on a secretly negotiated and re-
cently signed government-rebel
pact, layer after layer of smoke-
screens of uncertainty darken
the prospect of the long-awaited
peace transforming it fast into
something very difficult, illu-
sive and unattainable.

ooy e e
signing of the highly disputed
pact on December 2, acgulnat
its ground little by little to a
new wave of unrest across the
area. If the current situation
goes on unchecked, the pic-
turesque region of south-east-
ern Ban esh that still bears
the marks of bruises for a pro-
luncFed animosity may come
under a renewed and intensified
trouble — both from inside and
across the border,

High hopes for peace and
trunO%uility in an area of about
5,000 square miles have now
been replaced by a growing fear
of violence in the entire region
— and beyond in other parts of
Bangladesh. BNP, the major

opposition tical party of

country which nulmt l‘egectu:l
the peace pact du it as a
"black deed with seeds for future
separatism” has reconfirmed

its stance to continue move-
‘ment through the holy mon

—_ — — 4 = =

Levy of Jamuna
Bridge

Sir, It is known that the
Cabinet has already approved
the levy of Jamuna Bridge for
different types nfﬂlvehiclea‘.g
some newspapers the
rate has been Eubllnhe%ﬁng:t it
is lurprialng that the rate will
be about 2-3 times higher than
existing fi charges between
Aricha and . The
ture is quite erent if it is
compared with the existi
bridge toll at Meghna an
Daudkandi points on Dhaka-
Chit way

It is customary that after
completion of a b

devel t
project, nation ffberm

e —

OPINION

A Cry for a Durable Peace

Syed Badiuzzaman writes from Boston

of Ramadan demanding its can-
cellation.

As of now the so-called peace
is at a very critical phase and so
is the government. Ironically,
the problem facing the govern-
ment today was created by it-
self. The government couldn't
take into confidence the opposi-
tion parties. the public and the
press until the treaty was
signed. Although the pact was
immediately hailed by the
heads of several foreign mis-
sions in Dhaka, such an accord
would probably have never
crossed even the corridors of
their countries' legislative as-
semblies without a bipartisan
support or national consensus,
not to speak of its reaching the
signing table.

Peace-making between two
parties is always a difficult task
and it is more so when one or
the other party is fighting for a
political cause. This is precisely
the reason why peace hasn't yet
been established in many %Ia.rtu
of the world including Northern
Ireland. However, this doesn’t
mean that there cannot be
between the Bangladesh gov-
ernment and the Shanti
Bahini. Of course, it can and
should be. But the ess of
reace—maklng that was fol-

huuadbythehmw-

In a democracy, the govern-
ment must take people into con-
fidence in all important mat-
ters. This is, in fact, the most
important precondition for this

The merit of this is that

government's responsibili-
ties for all major decisions on
matterl: uid nabyna] lim
are shar the people.
Democracy never allows l:'.hr.
government to take major deci-
sions unilaterally on national
issues keeping the public in the
striking a deal
alone and secretly with the
rebels who fought a prolonged
guerrilla war in Bangladesh
which is a serious national is-
sue, the Awami govern-
ment seems to have ignored th
basic rules of democracy.

One cannot but be convinced
after taking a closer look at the
peace pact that on implementa-
tion of the accord the entire
Chittagong Hill Tracts will be

nvernedth ir;ugl:;ne I'aahillt:cn
thro e - -

nna'ilggouncﬂ} the rest of
the country in another. This
new administrative arrml:ﬁ -
ment exclusively for the hilly
region obviously goes a
the spirit of the uni
ter of the Republic

nst
charac-
of

Ean%ladeah which has been
clearly spelt out in the very first
article under part one (The Re-
public) of the Constitution of
the country. This is just one ex-
ample of the ty came
intu conflict with the Constitu-
ion.

Articles 28 (The state shall
not discriminate against any
citizen on ds of religion,
race, caste, sex or place of
hirthmi'ltam} 29 (There nhi_aﬂ Eﬁ

uality ol opportunity for
citizens in respect nftycmplay-
ment or office in the service of
the Republic. And no citizen
shall, on grounds of only reli-

on, race, caste, sex or

irth, be ineligible for, or dis-
criminated t in respect of
any emp t or office in the
service of the Republic.) also
clash with the provisions of the
peace pact. e of the
sovereign Parliament of

m:] has nlunhebeen cur-

lowing t onal

Council a final say on rﬁhl.nﬁ

relating to Chittagong Hi

e f the peace
0se scru of the

pact suggests thtTtY a fair amount

of autono has been granted
to l:'*nrl:mtmm]ﬂr Chattagram Jana

Sanghati Samity cutting across

a

- — — - . .
LT R ——p— -=a -
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Jamuna Bridge — t ease
in communication between
northern parts of the country
and Dhaka — general public
will be adversely affected eco-
nomically. A bus/coach pas-
sengers shall have to pay at
least Tk. 20 more as excess fare

while passing over this bridge.
Agricuftural ucts which 5‘::
transported from northern

districts will be more expensive

in the city markets.
Similarly finished commodi-

ties from capital city and im-

ported goods from hittagong

port will be costlier in the
northern di

1, therefore, a to the
Prime Minister topmﬂy look

ftnaper, sas

roposed Jamuna Bridge levy

account of the poor eco-

nomic condition of the country
as well as the common people.

M A Jalil .
372/B, Khilgaon Dhaka. - ...

"... Men Behind"

Sir, This refers to the edito-
rials of January 6 titled
the Men Behind" and of Jan-
uary 5 titled "The al from
"Boards In

The solutions of all
these can be summarised as:

1) There should be a central
administrative service apart
from the existing cadres
headed by the head of the

T — e o =

2) The persons should be se-
lected from

tledtubeheadufnnydeplﬂ-|

ment of the government.
4) These persons should be

honest, sincere and acceptable |

to the public.

5) The governmerit should
find these people out and as-
semble them for our bright fu-
ture failure. |

‘be denied by any argum

the provisions of the country’'s
Constitution. This truth cannot
ent and
it must be told to the nation.
However, instead of frankly
admit the fact to the people,
the l1_?‘::0:' advised government
of Sheikh Hasina is unsuccess-
fully trying to suppress it
through misleading state-
ments. By doing so. Sheikh
Hasina is offering the opposi-
tion parties — particularly her
archrival BNP — an opportu-
nity to make up ted and
colourful stories on Chit

Hill Tracts which are further
misl the le.

What is the te ofa
peace pact? To achieve a
durable peace. And a durable

ce is that what is endorsed

y all parties. The Awami
e government should have
made exactly that peace with
the Shanti which would
be ever-lasting outliving not
only its tenure but those of all

other su uent mt:f

But regrettably the pros
rccmf nmdclypmce looks dim
par

with all major opposition -
ties — not just the BNP — regis-
tering their protests nst it.
Even Jatiya Party headed by
General Ershad — which is a
partner of Sheikh Hasina's gov-
et the poace poct was

a ce was
ﬂniatlngpﬁe provisions of the
Constitution.

The tion BNP with its
seven other allies, Jamaat-e-Is-
lami and Ershad's Jatiya Party
mlicl‘ﬁl oppose the peace

ty. This means that the ma-
Jority of the people of the coun-
H‘l}r are against it. Then whmm
is peace treaty is going to go
from here? Cm?lt be im
on the nation even without the
consent of the majority to it?
Well, not under a democratic
system. If the rules of democ-
racy are not abided by for a des-

perate attempt to the peace

ct forward nnrn]r. would
hat be an intel t move?
The answer is 'no.’ use none

other than Sheikh Hasina her-
ul:l.f &mhlhly knows it better
t

Pg g sy
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Parliament.

to its ra

in case of the current peace
treaty too when Awami League
government will not be in
power, that will be a serious
ﬁbarrnssmcnm ;1 not only for

8 party but also its partners
for peace. That kind of situa-
tion will be unfortunate
not only for Czltmgnng Hill
Tracts but for the entire nation.
So, only a durable peace
broadly supported by all parties
can I“hé‘:u: a permanent solution to
the long-standing problem. not
the fragile one pursued by the
Awami League government
alone.

The t should can-
didly ame nation that
certain s of the Con-

stitution might have come in
conflict with the peace treat
s s i e
political parties p s-
sionals including lawyers and
journalists for solving the
problem collectively. If peace in
A lg}'ven part of the country
badly bruised by a prolonged
errilla warfare is worth cer-
amendments to the Consti-
tution, so be it. Why not? Con-
stitutional amendment is a
commonplace. It can occur
anytime in the ater interest
of the nation. The prime pur-
pose of the Constitution is to
serve the on the basis of
equality, and justice
and guide the nation live a
Il:?ppy, prosperous an peaceful
e.
%ﬂtﬁ its past tradi-
tiql:I'II":::I the
to t correct
s ﬁmmﬂ there
as n any. B u-
sands of H{ngirfdlgisnl'ﬁu back
home from a land after

a prolmcd sta . hel
them lhl]ltlrl!! and resta
their lives anew in their own

, and also su a

country
Fﬂcrnmu'lt move to a
asting peace in Chittagong Hill

Tracts are emn
responsibilities of all upﬁ-

tion parties including the
For a lasting peace in Chit-

equally the

Hllllll"l'ml.m-lnuu;:lnd
heart- eart government-o
tion discussions should
eld both in and outside the
The government

may consider pu

the
pactin abeyarice (o acilaie »

structive and

lively distussion on it leading

tification.



