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Still Uncared for

As the tales of shivering to death and the bone-
chilling hardship of a vast majority of our 124
million people unspin, we get uncomfortably
aware of the mitigation measures touching only
the outer fringe of a pervasive human sufferance. A
tropical country completely unused to fire-place or
heater-blower culture has suddenly had near-west-
ern world inclemency with eye-level dense fog and
overcast sky that would not allow sunlight to pene-
trate for normal warmth into the habitat. Barring
a few days' interval, from perhaps tomorrow, the
Met Office says, the cold wave is likely to re-visit us
in a worse form around the second week of Jan-
uary.

So. this is still a sordidly developing situation
which we must approach and rise up to with the
benefit of lessons learnt from the hopefully reced-
ing first phase of the cold wave. The distribution of
clothes and banquets was Dhaka-centred and ill-
organised as this was, a greater number went away
empty-handed cursing the government more than
their own lot. Apparently, there was more of to-
kenism and display under the TV camera rather
than a noticeably caring and effectual governmen-
tal activism. But have we not been rudely shaken
into realising that a cold wave can bring forth as
much of a national exigency as a cyclone or flood
does?

There is, therefore, no way we can trivialise the
arrangements needed for reaching adequate relief
to the cold-stricken people. The Daily star sug-
gested through this column on the very first day
the chill had made news that schools, colleges and
UP buildings be turned into night shelters and that
the armed forces pitch in with tents wherever pos-
sible. While the government looked less than pro- -
active in its own domain it could not also stir up
social involvement and participation in the alle-
viation exercise. Even as political parties, the rul-
ing AL and the opposition BNP, failed to show the
kind of activism people expected from them.

A cold wave leaves some hidden dangers and
vulnerabilities to people's health — lung and respi-
ratory tract inflections, for example. Let's get on
with the task of containing and treating such af-
flictions.

Revenue Worry

Revenue collection is in doldrums. With the first
half of the 1997-98 fiscal gone, the target shortfall
has been put at Taka 550 crore against a projected
figure of Taka 6803.29 crore. This syndrome has
been there right from the beginning. Collection in
the first quarter was about Taka 221 crore short of
the target.

What worries us in this connection is that the
depressing trend in revenue collection looks all set
to be holding in the days to come. Because the se-
ries of devaluations that Taka has undergone
againist dollar has made import costly. Naturally,
less import duty is likely to pour into the exche-
quer.

The authorities have attributed the general slug-
gishness of the proceedings to a number of reasons.
'Evasion of duty' by the importers particularly car
importers is said to be one of them. This seems to
us a very uninvolved response — if it is one at all —
to the problem at hand. As far as the 'evasion of du-
ty' by the car importers is concerned, the govern-
ment would do well not cry over it any more simply
because it looks unretrievable.

What it should really look forward to is a
change in the devitalising culture of duty evasion.
It may not do a great deal to boost the import duty
if Taka continues to slide against dollar in a phase
that seems to be no worse than a nightmare for
Asian currencies in general but it can and it ought
to look for ways to plug the legal loopholes to stop
duty pilferaﬁe by a section of dishonest and un-
scrupulous businessmen for whom national econ-
omy is of no meaning. The finance minister has re-
ferred to the revenue unfriendly nature of our legal
system more often than not. We believe time has
come for the government to look into the matter
more seriously.

Revenue collection has to pick up some speed
and that too quickly together with a tightening the
legal lasso which brooks no delay either. Without
setting the house in order it would be unrealistic of
us to expect improvement in our economic health

thrm:fh mere pumping in of FDIs and capital from
outside.

Unsold Heaps of Yarn

Yarn spinners have put the government on no-
tice. Certain government decisions have made a
very adverse impact on the domestic demand for
yarn produced at home. Heaps of unsold yarn are
piling in the spinning mills. The Bangladesh Tex-
tiles Mills Association has, in a memorandum, ex-
pressed their resolve to close down their mills if
the government would not rescind the hurtin
measures and take steps that could bring loca
yarn back into demand.

So it's a glut of yarn that is hurting our spinners.
First, there was smuggling that hit a saturation
point. As Bangladesh yarn costs somewhat more
than the smuggled stuff even government owned
mills forsook government mill-produced yarn and
went for the foreign varieties. The BTMA has in
their memorandum enumerated the reasons that
push up the local price. Across the border they grow
their own cotton and spin it on locally fabricated
machines with labour adding to it a century's ac-
cumulation of skill and efficiency.

It will take Bangladesh years to reach that stage
and compete with their prices. What to do then?
Closing down the spinning mills would not hel
any cause, far from helping reach that stage. It
would take away jobs by the tens of thousands and
make the nation dependent. And at the,same time
the norms of market economy cannot be flouted so
early in the day. The BTMA has called straightway
for protection at least for some years. The situa-
tion is such that it perfectly calls for a protected
market for local yarn.

Now, there are also examples galore of protec-
tion rather stunting development and the price for
that being exacted from society. It depends on the

overnment to devise ways that would avoid ma-
| lignant protection and get make our spinning in-

dustry a viable and profitable one.
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and priorities in the
statecraft the people at the
helm are today seized with an
issue as basic as governance. It
has assumed almost the séme
importance as those of
nationalisation in the late 60's
and privatisation ‘and free
market economy since the late
'‘80s as if all of 'our future
developmental prospects hinge
to it. 1Ft'|at is how it is viewed at
least by the pundits of the
internationa monetary
organisatiens who are
nowadays increasingly demand-
ing sound governance and
eradication of corruption as
preconditions for the grant of
the aid money to the developing
countries, ey together with
donor countries and United
Nations agencies who had been
monitoring our state of gover-
nance find it to be in a kilter.
There is hardly anything at-
tributing to governance func-
tions in Bangladesh. The coun-
try's normal political process is
interrupted with the parliament
virtually paralysed. The law and
order is at its nadir. The admin-
istration is stagnant. The econ-
omy is wobbly. The growth is
marginal. The production is
ever declining. The social
scenes are chaotic. The politics
is purposeless. Only things that
thrive are corruption, violence,
extortion, unrest, nepotism and
so on. When seen through the
prism of donor agencies the
governance has come to a stand
still. The symptoms abound all
around us to suggest that there
is no authority in the country to
im%zﬂe an order.
ere do we go from here?
How do we turn to an effective
governance? The United Na-
tions agencies and donor coun-
tries promptly come up with
elaborate prescriptions, which if
achieved, would hit upon the
"open sesame” to sound gover-
nance that they have been in-
sisting. This is not however
grossly different from what our

IN a bizarre reversal of trends

HE Speaker as an
impartial presiding officer
and defender of the rights
of Parliament and of Members,
performs his duties with the
advice of parliamentary staff
who are politically impartial
servants of the institution of
Parliament. The Speaker repre-
sents the House. He represents
the dignity of the House, the
freedom of the House, and be-
cause the House represents the
nation, in a particular way, the
Speaker becomes the symbol of
the Nation's freedom and lib-
erty. Therefore, it is always ex-
[:;:cted that the Speaker should
in an honoured position and
a free position. And the positjion
should be occupied always by
men of outstanding ability and
impartiality.

The Speaker presides over
the debates in the House but
does not participate himself. He
maintains order, enforces the
rules as necessary. interprets
the standing orders and the
practice of the House, deals
with points of order and gives
ruling when called upon to do
S0.

The Speaker is also equipped
with disciplinary powers by
which he can call members to
order. He suspends a sitting in
circumstances of grave disor-
der, orders a member to resume
his seat or withdraw from the
chamber for the remainder of
the day's sitting. He calls on
members to speak in debate
and his choice is not open to
dispute. He is also equipped
with powers which emphasise
the judicial nature of his office
such as his power to rule on the
admissibility of bills, motions
and amendments; to decide
whether a question of privilege
should have precedence over all
other business. Apart f{rom
these the Speaker has residuary
powers to decide any matter
arising in connection with the
business of the House and its
committees for which no spe-
cific provision exist in the rule
and his decision shall be final.

Once elected, the Speaker
sheds his previous political

Thoughts on the Crisesmof Our Governance

The standard application of law for all would involve some sacrifice on the part of the privileged by
subordinating themselves to the "due process of law" even though they are in a position to evade it.

social scientists and myriad
other academics have been
suggesting and exhorting in
seminars, symposiums and
round tables. When summed up
these are all about an uninter-
rupted political process ensur-
ing democratic elections and
public accountability at all lev-
els. The recipe also calls for a
public informgtion system pro-
viding free aCcess to accurate
data. There have, of course, to
be an independent judiciary, an
enterprising private sector, a
vibrant local self government
and a civil service managed ac-
cording to a standardised and
transparent sets of rules. All
these are in fact the essential
ingredient of a vigorous civil
society and by all means an ex-
cellent collection of characteris-
tics to effect a. sound gover-
nance. The crucial question,

hewever, remains — how to qo

about achieving all these al-

tributes. Aid or no aid. we all

want that we have democracy

with accountability, a vigorous
civil society and other allied

features for a good governance.

So we still need to determine

what practical steps can be

taken to achieve them and what
is more important, by whom?

At this stage of our state-
hood it is however somewhat in-
triguing and of irony for us that
we are to take afresh a lesson in

overnance. Because we in

engal were particularly
groomed by the British for the
rule of law and democracy. With
their exit from the subcontinent
the British left behind for us an
elaborate infrastructure of gov-
ernance : a legal and revenue
system, a network of railway,
road and P T, radio. colleges,
universities, hospitals, agricul-
tural research institutes, a rela-
tively corruption-free adminis-
tration and above all democratic
ideas — in fact, all the compli-

ments of a modern state which

- European nations took five

hundred s to build up. We
never had to embark on a his-
- toric struggle for rule of law.

individual freedom and funda-
mental human rights as in
Britain itself. By all reckoning it
was a great inheritance. But
even before that the India Act
of 1935 afforded us the first di-
rect sure to governance, In
1937 Bengal had the opportu-
nity to choose its own govern-
ment and the od from 1937
to 1941 could considered as
a golden period for the devel-
opment of parliamentar

democracy in Bengal. Thoug

government. British administra-
tors in Bengal established as
many as Union Boards.
The boards were primarily local
security units which kept law
and order and tried minor dis-
putes. The local boards and
district boards were used as
training institutions for higher
leadership. These were in addi-
tion to indigenous tradition of
local le man g their own
village institutions, discipline
and orders. Where did we then
stumble? What went wro

Our senior citizens would re-
call that the country was effec-
tively governed even during the
early days of Pakistan. The civil
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the Muslim League government
of the period functioned under
1935 Act with all its limitations
it acquitted itself with great
credit.

The democracy struck its
root firmly in Bengal with sur-
prising speed and success. The
text book recipe of governance
that we are today reminded of
was exemplified by us with
ﬁreal skill. The political parties

eveloped democratic norms
and traditions. The political
process was not totally inter-
rupted even during the Second
World War. The elections were
not only held on schedule, the
credibility of those elections was
above the board. There was no
violence, no criminalisation of
politics. The civil servants were
rarely blamed for partiality.
There was vibrant local self-

society remained untempered
for a period. A highly credible
election was held in 1954. Even
after many twists and turns in
Pakistan'’s murky politics the
election held in 1970 was ad-
mittedly free and fair although
a visible erosion started taking
place in other fronts of the
governance. In an inexorable
erosion of the rules and princi-
ples of governance during Pak-
istan period, the worst setback
was perhaps suffered by the lo-
cal self government. Because
the successive governments
were unable to tolerate stron

governments at the local leve

which were henceforth able to
function only under the wings
of party or person in power. The
local bodies were rendered vir-
tually ineffective and in a series
of experimentations with the lo-
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The paﬁti:inns of !he_ country sh-:H not forget th

at Parliamentary cu Itl;

cal governments by wvarious
regimes and through its politi-
cisation a very reliable tier of
our governance was destroyed.
In determined effort to make
those self governing bodies sub-
servient to the incumbent gov-
ernment we have undone those
time honoured institutions at
the local levels. The sound gov-
ernance will to take shape
in Bangladesh only when local
government is allowed to come
out of the clutches of the con-
trol of incumbent government
and through a drastic decen-
tralisation of govermmental
rs and functions a new de-
volution of power is effected
down to local bodies with suffi-
cient clarity.

Now turning to the higher

plane of the governance it
would be pertinent to focus
more on the implementation

part of the policies and laws
enacted by the government.
Bangladesh has a fine legal
framework and a long history of
law making. Although existing
laws are sufficient to ensure
ood governance our rulers
ave a proclivity to overlegislate
for concentrating more and
more power in their hands. Our
failures are not so much in the
making of laws or in their ab-
sence but in implementing
them. Over the years the gov-
ernment institutions and ad-
ministrative machinery have
gradually lost their capacity to
act upon the laws in a fair, im-
partial and effective manner.
‘The disregard for "due pro-
cess of law" is what lies at the
core of most of the problems
relating to governance. Good
governance is nothing but the
nb:yi{;hg of laws by everyone
from the highest to the lowest
in the same standard manner.
When the laws are broken
whether for good reason or bad
the result are always adverse.

re is a broad expression in

which several aspects of representative democracy are subsumed. Parliament

)

reflects people's power.

affiliation and not only becomes
totally impartial but is seen to
be so. He changes his lifestyle
and no longer allows himself
informal social activities
permitted to other members. He
may not pursue friendships
which would appear to favour
certain members above others.
To a great extent he isolates
himsell from the camaraderie of

- Parliamentary life, at the same

time remaining accessible to all
his colleagues and ever a
sympathetic listener to their
problems. personal as well as
parliamentary. This is. in a
nutshell, the whole concept of
British Speakership though in
reality it has got a different
picture too. Leaving the concept
of British Speakers aside, let
us look at the Speafx:rship in
Bangladesh.

The Speakership here in
Bangladesh has got a number
of problems in reality and these
were never been adequately ad-
dressed before. A member of
Parliament in this country once
elected Speaker neither resigns
from his party nor abstains
from representing his con-
stituency from where he was
elected as an MP. Though, as
Speaker, he does not attend the
party meeting yet he continues
representing his constituency
and quite often making repre-
sentation to the Government on
behalf of his constituents. After
the expiry of his term as
Speaker he will have to again
seek party nomination, and
people’'s mandate too, in order
to get elected as an MP in all
subsequent elections. For these
obvious reasons he is somewhat
pledge-bound to make political
contact with the people of his
constituency. In so doing the
Speaker as member of Parlia-
ment sometimes gets himself

involved in political activities.
This is rather not humanly
possible for a person to remain
politically impartial so long he
is to seek people's verdict in
subsequent elections.

In the British Speakership a
system has already been devel-
oped that once a member is
elected Speaker, generally he
will- be elected as mhember of
parliament almost un-opposed
in the next Parliamentary elec-
tion. Apart from these, in some
of the Commonwealth parlia-
ments there are long-standing
Farllam:ntagr practice which
enables the aker to remain
as a symbol of unity. But like it
or not, we do not have, | am
afraid, such a Parliamentary
culture as yet to establish our
office of the Speaker as symbol
of nation’'s unity.

To maintain the impartiality
of the Speaker some of the im-
portant things need to be politi-
cally discussed. These, to my
little understanding, are when
the Speakers are impartial in
the chair do they retain party
membership. attend caucus
meetings, speak on issues es-
pecially those affecting their
constituencies? The concept of
neutrality and its value in pre-
serving the integrity of the sys-
tem in a partisan political envi-
ronment needs also to be politi-
cally resolved.

The problems for presiding
officers in reconciling non-par-
tisanship in the Chair with
election campaign, solving con-
stituency problems and repre-
senting constituency in impor-
tant political debates are also
considered as role of the
Speaker. In British litics
these attempts of S er are

pularly known as ‘Behind the

peaker Chair' which, in fact,
developed the consensual na-

ture of British politics. There
are two other things which also
need to be looked at in definin
the role of the Speaker an
these are: Role of former Speak-
ers: Do they return to party

litics and do the Speakers
ave more private influence
with ministers?

The Speaker as Head of the
Legislature faces a spectrum of
problems with other organs of
the state such as the Executive
and the Judiciary. Recently |
had an opportunity to attend a
training seminar for Secretaries
to Legislatures of Asia region
held in Calcutta hosted by
Commonwealth Parliament
Association (CPAJ. In that semi-
nar ‘'Independence of Parlia-
ment — concept and reality’
was thoroughly discussed. The
Resource persons during dis-
cussion made an observation
that unless financial
sovereignty of Parliament can
be ensured, the independence
of Parliament cannot estab-
lished in reality. Because the
legislature particularly in this
region have got very little con-
trol over the financial matter
and expenditure, they some-
times get into a tussle with the
Finance Ministry of the Gov-
ernment,

It was further ob-
served in the said seminar that
the problems highlighted above
cannot be ha?pily resolved in
the absence of a proper Parlia-
mentary culture. In developing
a proper Parliamentary culture.
the political community should
put their heads together in or-
der that they can arrive at some
sort of consensus on major po-
litical issues, which, | am sure,
would pave the way for non-
confrontational politics. Failing
which democracy cannot be
sustained for a long period of
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"Banglapaedia ...."
Sir, | read the feature on
Banglapaedia by Mr. Enayetul-

lah Khan, appearing in the In-
ternet edition of The Daily Star

[(January 8. 1998), with some in-
terest. I myself have thought
about what would involve creat-
ing a meﬁa-encyclupacdia of
Bangladesh. The project bein
undertaken by the Banglades
Asiatic Society is definitely a
pioneering move, something
that will forge a national iden-
tity.

[ feel that every Bangladeshi
citizen has a contribution, if
not a responsibility to make a
contribution. to this project.

For that purpose, could you or
any one provide us with a way
of contacting the persons in-
volved in this project, so that
we may be able to contribute in
however small a way? A con-
tact address, preferably an e-
mail address would be most
helpful.

Syed Faisal

(By e-ma
GerHEH ollege, U.S.A.

The rickshaws

Sir, Yes, sure let us get rid of
not just a number of rickshaws
but let us do away with all of
these vehicles that are not pol-
luters of our city streets, which
do no make our heads reel with
their stinking smoke.

Recently, there has been a

=

spate of write-ups in the print
media about ‘pedal-rickshaws'
slowing traffic or causing jams
and how we must advance with
the times. All these writings ig-

nored the previous write-ups
about rickshaws being envi-
ronment-friendly.

And if they slow down traf-
fic, which they do not, as any
baby taxi, maxi, private mo-
torised vehicle (car, Pajero, mi-
cro bus) traveller knows, the
slow down prevents fatal acci-
dents. Of course there may be
rickshaw-rickshaw or rick-
shaw-baby entanglements. And
sudden brakes may cause el-
derly people who scorn to sit se-

curely, to fall down on the hard
road.

A slow-down is also created
by motorised vehicles. It was

predicted e in this decade by
the ex that if rickshaws
are withdrawn and mini taxis

and baby taxis take their place,
we will only have a river of foul
exhaust-spewing vehicles on
our city streets. Jams would
continue. This time with the
addition of air laden with poi-
sonous lead. Experts had also
warned of lead pollution in the
air but no one paid heed. The
economists always claim to
know best because they are

racticall That {s why the air in

haka city has turned into a

, virtual hell.

Please drive down the VIP
road from the Diabetic Hospital
crossing to Farm Gate and you
will find a traffic jam whose

* many holida

outstanding difference is that it

is choking with leaded air be-

cause there are no rickshaws to

Erevent concentration of the
orribly nauseating air.

Jahanara Saba
Igbal Road, Dhaka

DU and winter
vacation

Sir, We, the students of
Dhaka University, are now en-
Joying winter vacation like ev-
ery year. None would possibly
deny that the standard of DU is
not up to the mark and it no
more holds the position as the
largest and the most important
educational institution of the
country.

I am not taking the trouble

to trace out the causes behind it
:dntttlli_mq't at t to come up

spectacular suggestion
to find gu: wa{ out as the people
who can really ease the crisis
are absolutely indifferent (mosts
likely for their own interest). 1
would only raise a very simple
and humble question for the

._..a]cc of the students.

Dhaka University enjoy so
. 8scheduled and
unscheduled (due to hartals)
that this 20-day-long winter
vacation can hardly justi-
fled. There is no denyin
fact that the students of
not getting enough classes as
requ . In this context the au-
thority concerned should give a
second thought about this win-

U are

the -
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ter vacation. We can easily cut
out this sort of not-a-must va-
cation which will provide more
classes to the benefit of the stu-
dents, " ;

- r
Shamim Ahsan
Gopibagh, Dhaka-1203

Save our "world
music"
Sir, undoubtedly, "world

music” is the best p e of
‘Bangladesh Betar'. But now-a-
days, there is no way to call it
the 'best’ because serious irregi-
larilly has already gripped the
whole

programme.

Once, there was a nice rou-
tine maintained by the author-
ity. But now, that is gone. With-
out any hesitation, they air the

rogramme of Saturday on

or Thursday. 'It's-a-

date’ is no more there. Not only

that, the same programme {s
aired several times.

'Your choice’, the request

mrammc. broadcasted on
: is the main attraction of

WM. We write letters, and wait
for weeks after weeks. We be-
come surprised when we hear
the description of "autumn”
during the days of winter,

‘World Music' is our pride,
S0, our earnest request to the
concerned authority to save our
beloved "world Music".

Abdullah Al-Mamun .
119, Sharat Road
Narinda, Dhaka
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time in the midst of political
disturbances in a country like
ours.

The politicians of the coun-
try shall not forget that Parlia-
mentary culture is a broad ex-
pression in which several as-
pects of representative democ-
racy are subsumed. Parliament
reflects people's power. We fol-

low Westminster model of par- "

liamentary democracy, Oliver
Cornwall's victory in the En-
glish civil war created an all
powerful image for the Parlia-
ment. The Earl of Pembroke de-
clared in 1646, that "a Parlia-
ment can do anything except
making a man a woman and a
woman a man’. The Primacy as
well as the supremacy of the
parliament in democratic gov-
ernance, to my unders ;
is fundamental to wholesome
arliamentary culture. The
gislature is expected to par-
ticipate in governance along
with the Executive and the Ju-
diciary.
How does the Legislature
participate in governance? It

. ernment policy

Unfortunately, breaking always
begins at the top because then
few can check the law-breaker
at that level. One who breaks
law at the top, however, in-
stantly loses his moral author-
ity to make others obey the law.
Once the ruler at the top breaks
or circumvent law, rule or
tradition is left with no
authority to stop those under
him from doing so. This is the
crux of the whole problem.

In our country there are of-
ten deviations and exceptions
as regards the application of
law while making political
favour or committing nepotism.
That sets in motion a series of
actions deflecting one from "due
process of law” . In despicable
culture of allotments, permits
and quotas in our political
arena one has to show utter
disregard for this "due process
of law". When the rulers begin
to deviate from the esta
procedures the permanent bu-
reaucracy also gets mutilated in
the form of a des te search
on the
ant subordinates thus com-

promising the competence of

the entire administrative ma-
chinery.

It is indeed futile to institute

a commission or consultancy or
hold séminars and symposiums
to discover the essential ingre-
dient of good governance which
is essentially the evenhanded
implementation of law and gov-
.. Such imple-

mentation is possible only if it

of the rulers for pli-

is done fairly with' the same

force over the privileged
the poor. And the onus of this
onerous task lies with the
rulers who are customarily the
privileged ones. The standard
application of law for all would
involve some sacrifice on their
part by subordinating them-
selves to the "due process of
law” even though they are in a
position to evade it. In a coun-
try like Bangladesh this sacri-
fice is perhaps the price of a
good governance.

Role of Speaker: Problems and Prospects

rforms its function, ly
g" making laws. The laws
should reflect the collective will
of the people. They should re-
flect and be consistent with
what is understood as the
Common Law or Natural Law
which is distinct from Statutory
Law. For example, Human
Rights and Fundamental Free-
doms like freedom of Associa-
tion, freedom of s h etc., are
natural and axiomatic and are,
therefore, construed as part
and parcel of the Natural Law.
Legislatures should also per-
form the function of securing
the accountability of the Execu-
tive. It 15 the job of the Execu-

tive to run the Government on a .

day to day basis. In running the
Government, the Executive
wields enormous powers. Decl-
sion makers in the Executive
are in the nature of guardians
of public interest. But the
question that has always been
asked since the days of Plato
and Aristotle is, "Who will guard
the guardians?”. Legislatures
being constituted by the -
sentatives of the people, they
are indeed to guard the
guardians. This gives rise to the
principle of accountability.

The writer is a judicial officer
now working as Law Officer to
Parliament Secretariat.

attitude.
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The Young Professionals
at Bay

A Mawaz

The transcripts of the young
professionals made interesting
reading (DS, Jan 1). When the
summarised [l::'rnpnsals go to the
government, how the regime is
going to react, without going
into the usual political ver-

hia%?

ere is some truth in the
fﬂlﬁ that the professionals
outside the public and the polit-
ical sectors are treated with pa-
tronising indifference. As Il?nr
the young professionals, their
micro status has to be officially
noticed with microscope. What
the YPs are stressing is to pay
some attention to the telescopic
view of the country in the com-
ing decades. The base for the
long-term projects or the vision
have to be laid now, counting
the gestation and nurture peri-
ods. The sense of cipation

| at all levels has to be created

and ensured for the back-up
support, so essential for any na-
tional enterprise. This is a fun-
damental rule of the art of poli-
tics (even if the science is ig-
nored in the LDCs).

These young smart people
echoed with one voice: there is
too much ad hocism in the gov-
ernance, past or present. Some
regimes concentrated on the
present, and some are obsessed
with the past and current self-
stability. Another point: there
are too few non-political pro-
fessionals at the concept and
decision-making stages. The
think-tanks are virtually ab-
sent, too small to be noticed, or
viewed with a dismissive state
The professionals
have been mechanically rele-
Bated to the nut-and-belt as-
signments (the technocrats
have human aspects also!).
There is severe lack of feedback,
at all levels, in all the sectors of
the society. The seniors k to
themselves, and the politicians
are paradoxically taciturn
when it comes to professional
exchange of views and active,
planned participation.

Can we be branded as an

then why blame the politicians,
as they are a part of the same

l_mtt-cnnaensuu society? If so.

society? But

of
the political leaders are too big
to be accommodated within the

rhaps the ego

small group of the informed
society — that could be one of
the reasons why the politicians
go out (of service) from time to
time and the country is run by
the non-politicians. What is
more, even with the restoration
of democratic practices since
the beginning of the '90s, the po-
litical parties keep at arms’
length from one another, and
refuse to sit down for :
or make eye contact. The Jati
Sangsad has been elegantly
signed for the eyes, not for the
ears.

It is clear from the delibera-
tion of the DS Roundtable that
the new generation is not tak-
ing kindly to the holier-than-

thou attitude of the politicians
and the bureaucrats. The im-

ages of these two pillars of good
overnance are eroding as far as
uture empathy is concerned
with the future operators of the
munuﬁ. Islands are separated
from the mainland. The ques-
tion is: who are the islands,
now, and in the near future?
The roles might be reversed,
thanks to the aloofness of the
Himalayan peaks represented
by the people's chosen represen-
tatives,
The problem is not with the
i;nunF pros, but with the old po-
itical and bureaucratic profes-
sionals. who clquickl},r develop a
unique insularity from the
mainstream of the society,
which can be detected miles
away. in spite of the verbal cov-
ers assaulting the ears of the
masses.
The rulers have to get famil-

as over-

1

iar with a new technical jargon:
interactive relationship, not
one-way command politics and
administration. Yy we are
poor at peer relationships? The
social scientists may come for-
ward to explain this phe-
nomenon, for the benefit of all

the influence groups and the |

vested interests.
It is definitely socially risky
to ignore the young ession-

e

als. Happy New Year It:u them! ‘



