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Survey report
47 killed, 1955
hurt in UP
polls violence
By Staff Correspondent

A total of 47 people were
murdered and 1,955 injured in
violence during the month-]
Union Parishad elections whi-
ch ended on December 31,
according to a survey conducted
by the Coordination Council for
Human Rights in Bangladesh
(CCHRB).

Three persons were killed
and 250 injured — the highest
number in an area on a single
day — when clashes broke out
between supporters of two rival
candidates in Laxmipur on De-
cember 14.

In Bhola Sadar thana, 100

ple were injured in polls-re-
ated violence on December 2.
This was the second highest
number of casualties in an area
on a day.

The CCHRB said that besides
their own on-the-spot observa-
tions in 750 union parishads of
44 districts, they compiled the
figures from reports in the na-
tional dailies.

The UP elections were gen-
erally peaceful with large turn-
out of voters, especially female
ones. Voting was slow with
voters having to wait for lon
due to inadequate number o
. polling booths, it noted.

“In most polling centres,
there was.no privacy for the
voters to cast their votes."

The CCHRB suggested that
the number of female voters
casting votes must be made
available. The voters should be
provided with identity cards
and more election s be de-
plc[?éﬁd for smooth polling, it
added.
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Erratic gas supply

in city areas

By Staff CorreSpondent

The Eﬂ:ﬁ:l: of the city are suf-
fering badly for the last few
days as gas supply in different
parts of the city has become

r and irregular due to a
::T mhnrtfall in the national
grid.

Cold wave

- From page 1
last month. )

In its special forecast for the
cricket tournament, the Met of-
fice said the weather will re-
main "gcncrall]y dry" during the
matches until Janu 20. A
thin veil of mist will however
Ear:vail on Monday and Tues-

y.
Visibility will substantially
improve from Monday, bring-
ing the touch of a "fine weather"
during the day time, the fore-
cast said.

The night temperature all
over the country will gradually
fall. With the disappearance of
the cloud, there will be a sharp
fall in the night temperature,
the forecast said.

Biman sources said, two do-

mestic flights of the airline was
cancelled due to fog yesterday
evcninF.
Railway sources said 32
train services including eight
mail trains remained sus-
pended since Thursday:.

Ferry services were also dis-
rupted.
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In most households havrlnﬁ
Titas Gas connections, sup?h.r
ping down to nil

ts alleged.

In some areas, the gas su
dries out at about 6 am and re-
mains so till about 11 am. In
some areas, no gas is supplied
from early morning to late
evening.

As most households use the
pipeline gas for cooking, such
unpredictable situation dis-
rupts their daily life. Many
people are now reportedly de-
pendin% on food from restau-
rants for iftar, dinner and
sehri.

The areas where gas supply
has become i lar are Ram-
pura, Shahidbag, Shahjahan-

ur, Moghbazar, Nayatola,

ugdapara, Basabo, Rajabazar,
Gopibag, Nayapaltan, Canton-
ment, Azimpur, Kalabagan,
Rayerbazar, Jigatola, and Ele-
phant Road.

When contacted, Titas Gas
officials said that the gas El.(::llp-
ply shortfall was caused by de-
clining gas pressure in the dis-
tribution network due to the
persisting cold spell. They said
that at places the gas pressure
had dropped to one third of the
normal pressure.

Besides, the overall gas sutp-
ply situation is also r for

uite a long time. According to
gata available from Titas Gas,
the authorities were supplying a
maximum of 160 million cubic
feet of gas per day to the com-
mercial, industrial and domes-
ainst a total demand
of 200 million cubic feet, leav-
in%,ia shortfall of 40 million
cubic feet of gas per day.

Pvt sector to play

From page 1

sphere” in Bangladesh.

"There is evident interest of
Italian investors to be more ac-
tive in Bangladesh. I am confi-
dent that the private sector will
play a significant role in fur-
thering trade and investment
between our two countries.”

The Italian Prime Minister
said his country supports the
promotion of regional coopera-
tion pursued by gladesh.

"We are also happy about the
Ganges water sharing treaty
with India and the C peace
accord signed recently.”

Praising the CHT accord,
Prodi observed, "It would bring
necessary peace for accelerating
development efforts."”

Europe has developed be-
cause ol peace and "you also
need the same for your devel-
opment,” he noted.

Responding to a question, he
said it is true that Bangladesh
has many problems, mainly be-
cause ol its size. He, however,
added "The economic funda-
mentals of Bangladesh are

quite good and there is no rea-
son that this country will not
prosper.”

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said at the joint press
conference that the two sides
had discussed ways and means
of increasing trade and invest-
ment flows between the two
countries.

"We also reaffirmed our will-
ingness to strengthen the exist-
ing friendly relations, intensi-
fying cooperation in various
fields.”

Sheikh Hasina recalled with
gratitude the support and assis-
tance extended Italy in re-
building the war-ravaged econ-
ﬂmi.r ol Bangladesh immedi-
ately after its independence in
1971.

"We also appreciate the as-
surarce given to us by Prime
Minister Prodi that Italy will
seriously consider participat-
ing in the Ganges Barrage pro-
ject,” she said,

Earlier in the morning, offi-
cial talks were held for an hour
between the two sides at the
Prime Minister's Office (PMO).
Sheikh Hasina led a 12-mem-

ber home delegation while her

: [talian counterpart led his

country’'s 10-member delega-
tion.
_Briefing newsmen about the

Italian PM
leaves Dhaka

Italian Prime Minister Prof
Romano Prodi left Dhaka yes-
terday afternoon for Rome end-
i;éshls two-day visit, reports

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina saw Prodi and Madame
Flavia Prodi off at the Zia In-
ternational Airport.

Ministers, civil and military
officials and Italian nationals
including members of the
diplomatic corps were also pre-
sent at the airport.

Prof Prodi is the first Italian
head of government to visit
Bangladesh. He arrived here on
Thursday evening from India
with a big delegation of Italian
entrepreneurs and business-
men.

Earlier, the [talian Prime
Minister placed wreaths at the
National Memorial at Savar.

Prof Prodi stood in solemn
silence after placing the
wreaths while the bugle of
Army played the last post. He
signed the visitors' book.

Ferry service

From page 1

asked the authorities concerned
to imglement it "as soon as pos-
sible,

A high official of BIWTC
while talking to the Daily Star
yesterday said, "Once the new
ferry service is opened, the load
of cargo vehicles going thrnuEh
the capital will be cut down by
at least 40 cent."

He said, "It will be a great
step forward in the road com-
munication system in the
country. The ferry service will
be of great convenience espe-
cially for the truck drivers who
travel to Khulna and Barisal
divisions from Chittagong divi-
.sion."

vital role

outcome of the talks, Foreign
Secretary Mostafizur Rahman
said Italy has agreed to take
part in a seminar on the Ganges
Barrage to be held in Dhaka on
March 8-10 to find out how it
could get involved in the pro-
ject.

Italy, he said. expressed its
willingness for direct foreign
investment in Bangladesh and
its investors would attend an
investment seminar that
Dhaka would organise in Rome
in May this year.

An expert team from Italy
would be arriving shortly in
connection with setting up of a
water treatment plant in Chit-
tagong. Italy had earlier sanc-
tioned a soft loan of 10 million
dollars for the plant, he said.

The Italian side showed keen
interest in developing port fa-
cilities and telecommunica-
tions sector in Bangladesh.

Appreciating the contribu-
tion of the Bangladeshi com-
munity working in Italy, the
visiting side sought cooperation
from the government for devel-
oping a systematic way
sending Bangladeshi
power.

Referring to the restriction
imposed by the Italian Export
Credit Insurance Agency, the
Bangladesh Premier requested
her Italian counterpart to with-
draw the ban for facilitating
long term loan and investment.

fler was made to Italy for
utilising the facilities available
at the export processing zones
and also setting up exclusive
EPZs for Italian investors.

During the official talks
Sheikh Hasina mentioned that
already there are two agree-
ments with Italy which could
help further expansion of trade.
One agreement is on Promotion
and Protection of Investment
and the other on Avoidance of
Double Taxation.

Bangladesh's exports to Italy
comprised mainly readymade

arments and leather totalling

03 million US dollars while
its imports consisted mainly of
machincrf totalling 55 million
dollars in fiscal 1996-97.
Nearly 16,000 Bangladeshis are
working in Italy.

marm-

for .

Indepen

per Akram Khan and his Indian
counterpart
Azharuddin opted to wait till
the morning before finalising
the playing eleven. But an ex-
pected full-house crowd at the
35,000-capacity Dhaka Sta-
dium will keep their finger
crossed for a shiny day to enjoy
1l‘fjl'w: game of glorious uncertain-
es.

The country is in the of
cricket fever with the fanglﬂ1£tlll
having a busy time to collect a
ticket of whatever match. Tick-
ets of the six matches inclu
the mandatory three finals are
almost sold out. But touts are
seen engaged in brisk selling of
tickets around the stadium.

This is for the fifth time
Bangladesh will face India in
an official limited-over match
since their first meeting in Oc-
tober 1988, Bangladesh lost all
their previous four engage-
ments against their more

colourful neighbours by an

identical nine-wicket margin.
“This is for the first time we
have included a bunch of new
faces in our side and I hope they
will perform up to their -
tial,” said Bangladesh skipper

Mohammad

Akram Khan in a crowded
Fress briefing at a local hotel
ast night,

Tournament
Syed Ashraful Haque, match
referee Mike Denness and all

“the captains arid managers of

the participating teams at-
tended the briefing,

“The whole nation is expect-
ing a good performance from us
after two embarrassing tours of
Kenya and New Zealand. As far
as standard is concerned, there

is a gulf of difference between

them and us, but we will try our
best to put up iEJO-Od fight.” said
a soft-spoken am.

When Akram was hoping for
a better outcome, his Indian
counterpart Mohammad
Azharuddin, who regained the
captainqlr_ a week ago replacin
Sachin Tendulkar, expresse
his concern over the prevailing
weather.

“The wicket ‘looked a bit
damp in the morning when we
had our practice at the venue. I
don’t know how it is going to be
tomorrow. [ think, no one can
make any prediction until the
match starts,” said Azhar.

“However, we have come
here to play and we are taking

coordinator.

dence Cup cricket

€very match seriously,
Bangladesh is an emerging na-
tion, but there is no scope of un-
derestimating them,” said the
Hydrabad-born most successful
Indian captain.

At official briefing, Syed
Ashraful Haque, a vice-presi-
dent of the Bangladesh Cricket
Board, declined to disclose the

financial dealings of the tour-
nament.

1 am not authorised to say
anything other than introduc-
ing the officials of the three
teams.” he said in reply to a vol-
ley of questions from the
newsmen, who were eager to
know the deal between the
Board and America-based
WorldTel.

Ashraful, however, assured
that the board would disclose
all the details about the deal in
a month.

The WorldTel will provide
live coverage of the tournament
to 20 countries across the globe.

Doug Cowie of New Zealand
and Russell Tiffin of Zimbabwe
will officiate today's match
while Rudi Koertzen of South

Africa will act as the third um-
pire. |
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Rel;atriation of
refugees thru’
Tabalchhari

. begins today

From Our Correspondent

KHAGRACHHARI, Jan 9: The
next phase of repatriation of
tribal refugees will be to-
morrow thro Tabalchhari
frontier point of the district.

Refugees in Thakumbari,
Shilachhari, Karbuk, Panch-
haranpara, and Lebachhara
camps will return to their
homes. One thousand two hun-
dred and seven tibesmen be-
longing to 200 families are ex-

";? to return home at Shi-
achhari tomorrow through the
Tabalchhari int, They are
residents of . Panch-
hari and Dighinala thanas.

Earlier, a total 51::;'[3!6“3
reflugees belo to .
lies returned Il::gir:g on the ninth
day of the sixth phase of repa-
triation today.

With this, 7895 refugees of
1581 families have returned
home through Ramgarh fron-
tier point from Kathalchhari
refugee camp in the Indian state
of Tripura. The sixth phase of
repatriation through Ramgarh
has ended today.

President

From page 1
tions and the visit of Romano

Prodi would further strengthen
the existing ties between the two
countries, he added.

President Shahabuddin ob-
served that Bangladesh and
Italy have cooperative relations
in various international fora
and both the countries have
similarity of views on major
global issues.

"Bangladesh considers Italy
as one of her dependable
friends,” he said adding that
Italy is one of the largest export
destinations for Bangladeshi

roducts like garments, frozen
oods and leather goods in Eu-
rope.

Prime Minister Prof Ro-
mano Prodi appreciated the
warm hospitality of the people

ol Bangladesh and the govern-
ment shown to him and the
members of his entourage.

Home-coming
From page 1

Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina issued separate
messages on the occasion re-
calling the historic return of
Bangabandhu to the mother-
land on January 10, 1972.

The President in his message
urged all irrespective of party

liations to make efforts in
establishing a happy and pros-
perous country.

In her message., Sheikh
Hasina reiterated her pledge to
build the country as dreamt by
the Father of the Nation.

On this day in 1972, our
eat leader returned to the
ome land, the independent

Bangladesh after released
from Pakistani jail, she said.

"His return gave Bangla-
desh's in ence its comple-
teness. Therefore, the January
10 is a glorious event in the
political history of Bengali
nation.” '

Bangladesh Awami League
and its front organisations
have chalked out elaborate pro-
grammes to observe the day.

The programmes include
hoisting of national and part
flags atop its central and all
unit offices across the cnunu%
and Bangabandhu Bhaban at
am, and laying wreaths at the

ortrait of Bangabandhu at
bandhu B at 8 am.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will attend a discussion
meeting organised by Awami

%cagm: at Engineers Institute at

pIm.

Bangladesh Betar and Tele-

vision will put out special pro-
grammes on the occasion.

Sundarbans
From page 1

within minutes all types of
shrimps and crabs start crawl-
ing up the shores in a bid to es-
cape. The poachers quickly pick
their catches and disappear
into the vast network of canals

| of the mangrove, Within half an

hour, fishing is complete.

"Other fishes get washed
away in the current, dead or dy-
ing. The poachers are more in-
terested in shrimps and crabs
for their high prices and easy
sale,” he said.

Some fishermen queuing in
the Dhaingamari forest olffice
to get their fishing licenses re-
newed told this correspondent
that the poisoning has become
so rampant these days that they
are hardly getting any fish.

A fisherman, Bimal Chan-
dra said as the poisonous water
mixes with the current towards
the sea, it kills fishes. baby
crocodiles, snakes and many
other aquatic creatures until it
gets diluted in the big river,

Bimal said this particular
poison is smuggled from across
the border and is available in
the shops selling pesticide and
insecticide in the villages near

the forest. "A bottle costs be-
tween Tk 100 and 150," he said.

Forest officials at Karamjal
Forest Patrol Post under
Chandpai Forest Range also
complained about poaching by
poisoning. "This problem exists
in many parts of the forest,"
said an official,

Leader of the Opposition in Jatiya Sangsad Begum Kha
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m:la Zia called on Italian Prime

Minister Prof Romano Prodi at the residence of the Italian Ambassador in Dhaka

yesterday.

Khaleda blasts ’wrong policy’
'Conspiracy on to split
country into pieces'

BNP Chairperson and Leader

of the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia yesterday
accused the government of
hatching conspiracy to split the
country into pieces, reports
UNB,

“The public life is now at
stake due to the wrong polic
and for lack of efficiency an
skill of the government.” she
told a gathering at Mirpur be-
fore joining an iftar party
there.

Begum Zia addressed the
:.rontanmus gathering at the

irpur National High School
premises in the city and then

joined the iftar mahfil ar-
ranged by Miypur thana BNP.
She said BNP. stan be-

side the people, will continue
the movement it has already
started against the "so-called
peace agreement on the CHT
and the anti-people activities of
the government.”

e BNP Chairperson said
while making agreements on
the Ganges water-sharing and
the Chittagong Hill Tracts, the
government had sacrificed the

national interests and
sovereignty.
"The government has al-

ready completed all arrange-
ments to destroy the country,”
she _ﬁll] -

e der of the tion
called upon all lrrtgppccp?ii of
party and opinion to come for-
ward to protect the country's
independence, sovereignty,
economy and democracy.

Mastermind of
WTC bombing
jailed for life

NEW YORK, Jan 9: A judge
Thursday ordered a life prison
téerm without parole for the
man who masterminded the
1993 World Trade Centre bomb-
ing and recommended that he

serve it in solitary confine-
ment, saying death and de-
struction was "your God, your
master,” reports AP,

Yes. I am a lerrorist and am
proud of it,” Ramzi Yousef told
the court before the sentence
was annotnced.

She said the Bangla-speak-
ing non-tribal people of the hill
tracts region and a section of

tribal e are feeling inse-
cure nlp?;lpllﬂrmlng situation is

prevailing there.

"The ministers are staying
in the CHT and holding meet-
ings with hired people in favour
ord maccting e riot altowed 1

are not to
be held there."

Zia said as the people
expect tougher programmes
from BNP, it will not remain
silent and will announce pro-

of "minor sacrifice” to
avoid "major losses” to the
country.

Benazir
From page |

Swiss bank accounts frozen,
and has had the British gov-
ernment appoint a court to
ather evidence against
dari.

The commission also has
had the Swiss accounts of Be-
nazir's mother and husband
frozen.

The man head Pakistan's
anti-corruption cell, Saif-ur
Rehman, identified the banks
as Union Bank of Switzerland,
Citibank (Switzerland), Bar-
clays Bank (Suisse) SA and
Cantrade Ormond Burrus
Privee SA.

Rehman claimed that the ac-
counts were used to channel
millions of dollars in kick-
backs.

In one deal alone, a Dubai-

based gi:lnld trader paid 11.8 mil-
lion dollars to dari in ex-
C for a mono on gold

imﬁnns to Pakistan, Rehman
said.

Another document produced
by Rehman shows that Zardari
was promised tens of millions
of dollars in kickbacks by a
Swiss company in for
a contract to inspect all imports
and exports from Pakistan.

The documents identified
the company as the Geneva-
based . ete Generale de
Surveillance Holding SA, par-
ent of the world's largest inspec-
tion services group. The Swiss

government has launched an
investigation.

Harkin to urge US

From page 1

Bangladesh's effort to eliminate
child labour from its apparel
industry on return and try to
convince US buyers, politicians
and the Clinton Administra-
tion.

He termed the memorandum
ol understanding to eliminate
child labour from the garments
industries as a landmark and
said it would help the gradual
elimination of child labour
from different industries
throughout the world,

He said the US government
would continue to contribute a
total of one million dollars to
support the education pro-
gramine for some 8,000 chil-
dren who are now studying in
various schools under the MOU,

Earlier. talking to The Dail
Star, he said, there was no lin
between allocation of oil and
gas exploration blocks to the
US companies and getting an
additional quota for garments
export to the US.

"But | do believe that the is-
sue has to be addressed. [ want
to make sure that the US com-
panies in question are not
again pul into a disadvantage
in the bidding process for the
gas fields, he added.

Earlier at a gathering of
garments manufacturers in a
city hotel, he said he would try
to raise Bangladesh's garment
quota as a reward for removing
children from the industry,

The American legislator
made the pledge in reply to ap-

als by Commerce Minister

ofael Ahmed and BGMEA

chief Mostafa Golam Quddus to
raise the quota by 30 per cent.

UNB adds: At the airport
Harkin said Major (retd) Mohi-
uddin Ahmed, an accused in the
Bangabandhu murder case,
must be extradited and put on
trial in Bangladesh if there is
“sufficient evidences that show
he was involved in the killing.”

He said the question of ex-
tradition of the accused was
discussed with Hasina.

If it is found that the accused
is involved in the killing, then
the US administration will
take action through Immigra-
tion and Naturalisation Service
(INS) to send his back and put
on trial, he said.

“Independence of judiciary
In Bangladesh is well known in
my country and all over the
world," Harkin added.

On a question about the ex-
emption of Bangladesh's debt
rega_vment of about 518 million
US dollars under PL-480, the
Senator sald he would talk to
the US administration so that
Bangladesh could get debt ex-
emption.

n 1990, a legislation was
passed by the US Senate giving
debt exemption to certain
countries under the PL-480.

He said he must look into the
matter how Bangladesh failed
to get the benefit of the legisla-
tion. If possible, the law must be
rectified, it must be changed,

because this debt n:pag'tmnt is a
burden for Bangladesh.

—Star photo

Khaleda

From page 1
settlement can be reached
through a spirit of cooperation

and understanding among all
cmmad.hcaddeg o

The Italian Prime Minister
spoke of the significant role be-
ing played by his country in Eu-
ropean Union, which is becom-
ing a more fmportant er of
B adesh, specially in trade.

e hoped that the existi
cooperation between Italy an
Bangladesh, especially in
commercial an economic
fields. will be further expanded.

Meanwhile, US Senator Tom
Harkin called on BNP chairper-
son and Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Parliament Begum
Khaleda Zia at her Minto Road
official ‘residence yesterday.

Abducted trader
yet to be

rescued in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 9: Police
could not yet rescue a busi-
nessmarn raf Hossain, ab-
ducted by terrorists from near
his residence at Beparipara in
the city on Tuesday.

Police said the abductors
demanded a ransom of Tk 14
lakh from Hossain's family for
his release.

Hossain was abducted on
ﬁolnt when he was retu g

ome by rickshaw.

However, Detective Police
said drive is on to rescue the
victim.

Meanwhile, another busi-
nessman, Mujibur Rahman,
abducted on January 5 from
Baluardighi area near Khatun--

onj business hub, returned

ome last night after he was re-
leased by his abductors, police
said.

But it was not known
whether he paid any ransom for
his release.

10 hurt in
Narsingdi
gunfight

From Our Correspondent

NARSINGDI, Jan 9: At least
ten people were injured in a
gunfight today in connection
with the last month's Union
Parishad elections at Srinagar
under Raipura thana.

At least 15 rounds of shots
were fired during the violence
that lasted for about two hours,
according to witnesses,

Of the injured, Anis Miah,
25, sustained serious injuries
and was sent to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital. Oth-
€rs were under treatment at
Raipura hospital.

The violence took place
when a group of about 1 -
ple attacked the house of Shah
Alam Master, reportedly a sup-
porter of a newly-elected UP
chairman Rezaul Karim Khan,

@ at Bheluarchar village in Sri-

nagar at about 10 am.
Police said none was ar-
rested or no case was lodged in

| connection with the incident

till Friday night.

Golam Kashem
Daddy dead

Renowned photographer
Golam Kashem Daddy died of
old-age ailment in the city yes-
terday at the age of 104, reports
UNB.

Golam Kashem was a pioneer
of phnt?!graphﬁr in the country.

at hi

He die s Indira Road
residence at 9 pm., family
sources said.

Terrorists

.~ From page |
of arms racketeering and drug
sm%zﬁllng groups.

egations are also there

that some unscrupulous ele-
ments in the law enforcing
agencies also supply ammuni-
tion to the gangs.

Firearms are also reported]
manufactured in Dhaka an
some other parts of the country,
including Jhenidah, Barisal
and the hill areas of Chit-
tagong.

For the convenience of car-
rying, the gang members prefer
to use small weapons like pis-
tol. revolver and sawn-off ri-
fles, the sources said.

But they also possess heavy
arms like LMG, gﬂ-?!(} and even
rocket launcher. Some of those
are smuggled from other coun-
tries, the sources added.

FBCCI

From page |

at 258 million US dollars and
direct foreign investment from
Italy is yet to reach a satisfac-
tory level. We think the posi-
tion can improve significantly
with increased and meaningful
communication and interac-
tion between the private sector
of the two sides.”

The meeting concluded with
the signing of a protocol of co-
operation between the General
Confederation of the Italian In-
dustry and the FBCCI. Confed-
eration official Giovani Cor-
duni and FBCCI vice president
Kazi Shafiqul Islam initialled

| the protocol.
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