DHAKA SATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 1998

___
Chinese bid to expand
ties with Taiwan

BELJIING, Jan 9: Mayors and
coun
fice fo ng a recent Taiwan
election are welcome to visit the
Chinese mainland and help
improve relations, an official
report said Friday, reports AP.

The gesture, re ed in the
newspaper China . was the
latest in a series of signs that

China and Taiwan, rivals since
the ru Nationalists fled to
the island following the 1949
Communist takeover on the
mainland, may be preparing to
resume talks.

China suspended the negoti-
ations after Taiwanese Presi-
dent Lee Teng-hui visited the
United States in June 1995. The
suspension brought to a halt
talks on technical and civil
matters such as fi disputes
and the return of hijackers that
had in 1993.

Beijing. which regards Tai-
wan as a breakaway province,
objects to all visits Taiwan
officials to nations with which
China has diplomatic ties.

China's semi-official Asso-
ciation for Relations Across

magistrates taking of-

Talwan Straits was urging the
newly elected Taiwan officials
to help improve ties, the China I

Daily report said. .
%clal: at Taiwan's Straits

Exchange Foundation said ear-
lier this week that Yang Xiaom-
ing, ARATS deputy secretary,
had asked to join a mainland
delegation that will attend a
Taiwan conference on envi-
ronmental management and
urban planning in mid-Jan-
uary.

In February, the wife of Bei-
jing's chief negotiator for Tai-

wan, Tang Shubei, is expected to
accompany a children's choir

from Beijing, the foundation
said.

The sporadic visits began in
August, when Liu Gangqi, an-
other deputy secretary-general
of the Chinese association, vis-
ited Taiwan.

In October, Taiwan s ed
a resumption of talks, and
China invited Chiao Jen-ho,
secretary-general of the Straits
Exchange Foundation, to visit
last December.

UNITED NATIONS, ‘Jan 9:
Security Council members de-
plored on Thursday recent air
raids on Bamiyan Airport in
central Afghanistan, while it
was being used for deliveries of
UN relief aid, reports Reuter.

"They stressed that such de-
liberate attacks on humanitar-
ian UN personnel are unaccept-
able,” a statement read to re-
Klurters by council president

ain Dejammet of France said.

The statement echoed one
issue on Wednesday by a
spokesman for Sccretar_v,n(gen-
eral Kofi Annan, who said the
bombing occurred despite prior
clearances by the Islamic Tal-
iban authorities for UN aid
flights,

The Taliban, who captured
Kabul, the capital, in Septem-
ber 1996 and control two-thirds
of the country, is battling an
opposition alliance.

The Security Council state-

UNSC deplores air raids
- on Bamiyan airport

ment, issued after a briefing by
Annan's special envoy for
Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi
supported a call by the secre-
tary-general for the Taliban to
allow the unimpeded deliver of
humanitarian assistance and to
cease any action endangering
the safety of humanitarian per-
sonnel.

A UN spokesman in Islam-
abad, Pakistan, said earlier this
week that on December 31,
1997, bombs fell at Bamiyan
close to a cargo plane chartered
by the World Food Programme
and that the next day bombs
landed near a UN passenger
aircraft from which officials
were disembarking to investi-
gate the earlier raids.

The Security Council state-
ment also expressed d con-
Cern over recent reports ol mass
killings of unarmed civilians
and prisoners of war in
Afghanistan.

Mir crewmen

hatch, find defective lock

MOSCOW, Jan 9: Two Rus-
sian cosmonauts suited up and
stepped out into space for more
than three hours Friday to col-
lect science experiments and
find out why the exit hatch on
the Mir space station has been
losing pressure, reports AP.

Cosmonauts Anatoly
Solovyov and Pavel Vinogradov
discovered that one of 10 main-
locks -on the shatch door was
broken, which prevented a tight
seal, said Mission Control
Chief Viktor Blagov.

He expressed relief at the
news, since the repair is compa-
rably simple and can be done
without another spacewalk, he
said.

“It's not easy to do this in
gloves," Blagov said. "These
small parts are not meant to be
repaired by somebody wearing a
spacesuit.” ;

During the spacewalk, the
two veteran cosmonauts also
crawled along the hull to a
neighbouring module to re-
trieve a box containing Ameri-
can tests of various materials
designed for use in the vacuum

of sﬁat:e.

ASA astronaut David Wolf
filmed his crewmates' move-
ments from inside the station

examine leaky-

and stood by to help out in case
of an emergency.

The hatch on the Mir'ss
Kvaht-2 module had failed to
close properly after a spacewalk
last November, resulting in a
partial loss of pressure in the
module. However, the situation
was not considered serious, af-
fection nnlﬂr' Kvan't docking
chamber, which is sealed from
the rest of the station. '

Still, it has been inconve-
nient, forcing the crew to don
their bulky spacesuits in a
smaller compartment nearby.

During their examination.
Solovyov and Vinogradov dis-
covered that the spoke that in-
serts into the lock had become
frozen and would need to be re-
placed, Blagov said.

But he said a tight seal was
possible in the interim because
the hatch has an additional 10
auxiliary locks. Only five of the
auxiliary locks were latched
after the previous spacewalk,
which is why there was some
leakage, Blagov said.

Blagov said the hatch repair
will be scheduled sometime af-
ter next Wednesday, when the
CII‘EJE next spacewalk is sched-
uled.

JERUSALEM, Jan 9: Israel
has tentative plans to build
30,000 more homes in Jewish
settlements in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip in the next two
decades, the Housing Ministry
said Friday, reports AP,

The Haaretz newspaper said
half the units have already been
approved for construction, a
claim denied by the ministry,

The building programme
would double the Jewish settler

{ population — now 150,000 —

and make it increasingly diffi-
cult for the Palestinians to es-
tablish a state in the disputed
territories.

"For all practical purposes,
there is no peace process right
now,” said Palestinian Infor-
mation Minister Yasser Abed
Rabbo. "The Israeli position is
more settlement, more land
confiscation and more arro-
ﬁf:enr:e in refusing to implement

(peace) agreement.”

Under the accords, Israel is

from large areas of the West
Bank by mid-1998.

US Mideas envoy Dennis
Ross, who has been shuttling
between Israeli and Palestinian
leaders this week in hopes of
narrowing the gaps, said
Thursday that settlement ex-
pansion was "not helpful.”

The United States has asked
Israel to suspend construction
in order to improve the climate
in peace talks with the Pales-
tinians. However, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
has said he would not slow
building. saying the ce ac-
cords already signed did not bar
Israel from expanding settle-
ments.

The Housing Ministry on
Frida cnnﬂrmgd a I'Epgt in
the Haaretz daily that it has
tentative plans to build 30,000
more homes in thesettlements
by the year 2020.

m International

Israel plans 30,000
more homes in WB

to withdraw in three stages

"We conducted a survey of
tential building uuibiliticspi?]-
the country, and we arrived at
the conclusion that in the set-
tlements, 30,000 more homes
could be added, half of which
could be in the Jerusalem area."
sald ministry spokesman
Moshe Eilat. -

Haaretz, citing a document it
had obtained, said 14.600 units
had already been approved for
construction or are in the final
stages of approval. Eilat said

the plan still awaiting ap-
proval, | b

Under the plan, the settle-
ment of Ariel would double in
size, Haaretz said. Ariel cur-
n:nélg has 3,300 homes and
3, more would be added, the
r?purt said. Defence Minister
Yitzhak Mordechai, the final
authority on all construction in
the West Bank and Gaza, has al-
ready approved 2,150 of those
homes, the newspaper said.

Annan to visit 5
ME states, areas
controlled by PA

UNITED NATIONS, Jan 9:
Secretary-General Kofi Annan
will visit five Middle East Mid-
dle Eastern countries and the
Palestinian territories next
month on his first tour of the
regjon since taking office a year
ago. a UN source said Thursday,
reports Reuter.

The itinerary will include
Egypt, Jordan, Israel, Lebanon,
Syria and the territories con-
trolled by the Palestinian Au-

| thority.

Annan will also wvisit UN
peace-keeping operations in the
region, including the UN truce
supervision organization
(UNTSO). whose headquarters
are in Jerusalem; the UN disen-
Fa ement observer force
U F) that serves as a buffer
between the Israeli and Syrian
armies on the Golan Heights,
and the UN interim force in
Lebanon (UNIFIL).

Annan headed UN peace-
keeping operations before be-
coming secretary-general at the
beginning of 1997. Since then
his only Middle East visit was
to Iran last month.

The Dily Star B

'UN has no role to play
n Algeria'

UNITED NATIONS, Jan 9:
The United Nations has no role
to E}a}* in Algeria, the Algerian
ambassador said here Thurs-
daji[; calling instead on Europe
to help the country fight terror-
ism, reports AFP.

"We have said repeatedly
that the United Nations as no
role to play in Algeria,” Abdal-
lah Baali told reporters here,
rejecting a Washington-pro-
posed inquiry on civilian mas-
sacres in Algeria,

Baali said Algerian officials
objected to a UN inquiry be-
cause "that would mean there
are doubts over who is respon-
sible for the massacres, while
everyone knows whg they are."

Earlier Thursday diplomats
and UN officials said the
Geneva-based UN Human
Rights Commissioner Mary
Robinson planned to send a
representative to Algeria as a
first step towards an investiga-
tion of the massacres. '

At the same time they ruled
out a UN Security Council role
in seeking an end to Algerian
unrest,

Some 600 people have re-
portedly died in a string of mas-
sacres since December 30.

Such atrocities are routinely
blamed on Islamic extremists
delying President Liamine Zer-
oual's regimfie, six years after the
military cancelled elections
that fundamentalists were set
to win,

Baali said his government
was open to beginning a "politi-
cal dialogue" with Europe.

“There is a very clear dis-
tinction between a commission
of inquiry and the political dia-
logue that we have begun with
Europe. We have never refused
to undertake a dialogue with
European officials,” he added.

"What we're asking Europe
for is to do more — to dismantle
the terrorists' logistical, finan-
cial and weapons-supply net-
works."”

Referring to a mission the
European Union wants to send
to Aﬁeria. Baali said Algeria
would "accept any mission
whose goal is to exchange views
in order to strengthen our fight
against terrorism."”

BlaSt hurts 5 ill S Ilemnﬁm Guerillas

detonated two roadside bombs in southern Lebanon on

Thursday, woundi

four Israelis and a pro-Israeli militiaman,

Lebanese and lIsraeli security officials said, AP reports from

Maga}ruun, Lebanon.

remote-controlled bomb

went down the Ain Abel-Bint

zone at 2:15 pm (1215 GMT).

loded as an Israeli convoy
Jbeil road in the Israeli-occupied
Lebanese security officials said.

Lebanese officials said the explosion wounded four Israeli
soldiers and two militiamen of the Israeli-backed South

Lebanon Army.

Fire lﬂ'llsﬁinPenan%'sum le were killed

and two others hospitalised when
building in Penang. a newspaper reported Friday,

from Kuala Lumpur.

re razed a two-story

AP reports

The New Straits Times said Chan Yean Moi, 37. her four
children and her brother Chan Yu Cheng, 40 were killed in the

blaze Thursday night. Th

the building. which hou
Chan's

jum

were sleeping in the upper floor of
a mini-market on the EFrnund floor.
usband, Chiang Haw Choon, 40, tol

out of the top floor with his 2-year-old son.

reporters he
e others

could not flee because cooking-gas tanks on the roof and first

floor were exploding.

3 UK soldiers killed in road szhaP:
killed in a road accident late

Three British soldiers were

Thursday when an army land

rover crashed into an articulated

Lorry in Northern Ireland, an army spokesman said, AFP
reports from Markethill, Northern Ireland.

Three other servicemen and a

police officer suffered head

and other injuries in the crash which happened when the four-
wheel drive land rover collided with a lorry near the town of

Markethill, south of Belfast.

Avalanche kills

3inBrazi|:mﬁ§3p1;

died in Salvador, north east Brazil on Thursda

mudslide destroyed

Paulo. _
Two women and a
crashed into three buil

causing extensive damage

their homes foll
installed water pipe, Globo television sai

a leak in an illegally
, Ruter says from Sao

rl died after an avalanche of mud

at around 4.30 am (0730 GMT),

bo said.

3 die as small plane crashes in NZ: 1.

Japanese tourists and
crash on Mount prospect on
said, AP reports from W

the

eir pilot died Thursday in a light plane
New Zealand's South Island, police

ellington.

The names and home towns of the J
immediately released by police,
relatives. Sgt . Stweart Munro of the
eenstown-based male pilot his

t from Te Anau on the edge

tourists were not

nding li!lﬂtlﬂﬂaﬂu:jl t!ri.f
vercargill police sai e
s died on a shuttle
Fiordland National Park to

—

'Free press vital to promote human rights'

..........

reach an agreement.

President Khatami in an interview with CNN Broadc
Tehran, Thursday. President Khatami said Thursda
Middle East peace process but will not prevent Israel
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aster Christiane Amanpour, left, in
y that Iran remains opposed tp the
and the Palestinians from trying to

— AP/UNB photo

Move to improve ties

US will take 'serious' look at Iranian
offer of cultural exchanges

WASHINGTON, Jan 9: The
Clinton administration said
Thursday it would take a "seri-
ous, hard look™ at a proposal by
Iranian President Mohammad

Khatami for expanded cultural

excharnges with Iran. But it said

* I*such activities are no substitute

for government-to-government
dialogue, reports AP,

Administration officials,
after an in-depth review of
Khatami's comments in a
ground-breaking interview,
welcomed the "new tone” he ex-
pressed but rejected his hostile
characterisation of American
foreign policy and of Israel as a
‘racist, terrorist regime.”

President Bill Clinton of-
fered no immediate personal
reaction. although | his
sgokcsman said he "appreciates
those positive remarks” made
by Khatami.

In a CNN interview aired
Wednesday, Khatami said he
hoped to open "a crack in the
wall of mistrust” between the
two countries and proposed ex-
changes of scholars, artists,
writers and tourists.

State Department
spokesman James P Rubin
noted that US journalists al-
ready visit Iran and that

tourists go there as well. But he -
nonetheless saw Khatami's of- ., yun tanding with
he dt?

fer as an opening.

"We are going to take a seri- '

ous, hard look™ at the possibil-
ity of expanding such contacts.
he said

Rubin seemed disappointed
that Khatami was not more
forthcoming about the possibil-
ity of a dialogue between the two
governments.

"We think that that would be
the best way to overcome the
differences,” the spokesman
said. "We should sit down and
air differences. We would raise
our concerns: the Iranians
could raise their concerns.”

Richard Murphy, a former
assistant secretary for the
Middle East, saw the prospect
for exchanges as a hopeful sign,
recalling that US and Chinese
participants in a pin ?ong
tournament in 1971 helpe
pave the way for an end to a
two-decade estrangement.

The possibility of cultural
exchanges was greeted with in-
terest by James McCloud, Se-

njor. Vice, . President aof
AMIDEA +'Which promotes

1 peoples pf
't eEast. [.4

Hé said current restrictions
rohibit the kind of exchanges
is group encourages.

As for official relations, Ru-
bin said improved ties would
depend on a halt to Iranian
support for terror and the de-
velopment of weapons of mass
destruction. He noted the
United States also objects to
Iran’'s "viclent opposition” to
the Middle East peace process.

Khatami said Iran opposes
the peace process. but would not
prevent attempts by Israel and
the Palestinians to reach peace.

Rubin declined to answer a
question on lIran's participa-
tion in terrorist incidents since
Khatami took office last August.
But other State Department of-
ficials said that Iran was re-
sponsible for the deaths of 11
Iranian dissidents outside of
Iran in 1997,
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Raeford, NC, where she was kidnapped

Searchers, some using bgs, search the woods fn Brittany Lynn Locklear Thursday, near
on Wednesday. The five year-old child was found

e
P

" .

dead Thursday afternoon. Police .said the body would be sent to the state medical
examiner's office in Chapel Hill for an autopsy.

— AP/UNB photo
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Heavy snowfall hits Tokyo: One

killed, hundreds injured

TOKYO, Jan 9: Residents of
Tokyo dug themselves out on
Fri aly from a winter storm
that left one man dead, hun-
dreds injured and the capital
buried by the heaviest snowfall
In two years, reports AP.

The storm forced some of
Tokyo's busiest railways to shut
down, causing delays for more
than a million commuters re-
turning home from work late
Thursday. One man was killed
in a car accident.

The snowfall bégan Thurs-
day and continued until early
Friday morning. blanketing
downtown Tokyo in 15 cen-
timeters (6 inches) of snow, the
Meteorological Agency said.
Deeper snowfall of up to 28 cen-
timeters (11.2 inches) fell in
some outlying regions.

In Tokyo. where snow-
packed streets are an unusual
sight and snowplows are even

more rare, there were 230 traffic
accidents overnight, 53 re-
sulting in injury, a Tokyo
Metropolitan Police
spokesman said.

Many people were hurt after
slipping on icy sidewalks or
stairs. One 56-year-old woman
suffered brokent legs when she
was struck by a car after falling
on a streel, said Tamae Tsuyuki
a spokesman for the Tokyo Fire
Department.

In Chiba Prelecture north-
east of Tokyo, the storm caused
almost 300 traffic accidents. A
46-year-old man was Kkilled
there when the car he was driv-
ing slid off a road and struck an
electric post, a spokesman for
the Chiba Prefectural Police
Station said.

In Tokyo alone 169 people
were hurt in the storm, 65 seri-
ously enough to require hospi-
talization. Including people in

areas around the capital, more
than 500 were injured in the
storm, Kyodo News service re-
ported.

Regular bus and train service
resumed Friday morning, but
delays were reported on many
routes.

Many flights out of the
Tokyo area’s two main airports
were cancelled late Thursda
and early Friday morning, ad):r
fecting thousands of passengers.

The Meteorological Agenc
said the accumulated snowfall
was the heaviest since Feb. 18,
1996, when 14 centimeters (5.6
inches) covered Tokyo:

Tokyo's heaviest snow ever
was 33 centimeters (13.2 inches)
on Feb. 15, 1951.

More than a meter (3.3 feet)
of new snow fell on the men's
downhill ski course late Thurs-
day.

Niger’s former PM,
6 others charged
with plotting to
kill president

NIAMEY. Jan 9: Niger's for-
mer prime minister Hama
Amadou and six others people
have been charged after the dis-
covery of a suspected plot to as-

sassinate " President Tbrahim |
r'ﬂare Mainassara, Justice Min-
thter Issoufou Haba Moussa said

late Thursday, reports AFP.

Moussa told a press confer-
ence that Amadou had been
charged with forming a militia
within a political party, the six
others with criminal associa-
tion and two of those with pos-
session of weapons.

Amadou was provisionally
freed Thursday. a week after be-
ing arrested at home on Jan-
uary 2 after being accused on
television of being the "brain"
behind a plot to assassinate
Mainassara and other promi-
nent citizens of the West
Alrican country.

In ttlEﬁSE? testimony on
January 1, four men had ac-
cused Amaduo of recruiting
them to form a hit-squad to
carry out the Kkillings.

On Wednesday, two other
forrner ministers, Bazoum Mo-
hammed and Issofou As-
soumane were freed.

They were detained after
dismissing the plot as a "crude
set-up”, during interviews with
foreign radio stations.

Lankan workers
threaten strike
for better wages

COLOMBO, Jan 9: Hundreds
of thousands of labourers on
Sri.Lanka's tea, rubber and co-
conut plantations — the coun-
try’'s economic lifeline — have
threatened to stop work unless
they are given more wages,
union leaders and business of-
ficials said Friday, reports AP.

The Joint Plantation Trade
Union Center, an umbrella
group of 11 trade unions repre-
senting 600,000 plantation
workers, sald in a statement
they will stop work from Feb 5
if their wages are not increased.

The unions want daily es
increased from 83 ru E;ﬁﬁrs
1.36) to 105 rupees (dlrs 1.72).
The estate owners say they can
Flvc a maximum of 93 rupees
dirs 1.52).

26 journalists slain in 14
couniries in '97

NEW YORK, Jan 9 Twenty-
six journalists were killed in 14
countries in 1997, either in
reprisal for their work or vie-

tims of terrorist attacks, the

Committee to Protect Journal-
Els_ﬂf New York ,aml.‘_l Reporters
Sans. Frontigres , Paris re-
portéed, _rcp'cjrg_lj\Pf?J i :

The organisations
seven journalists were slain in
India, four in Colombia, three
in Mexico and two in Cambo-
dia. Assassination claimed the
life of a journalist in each of 10
other countries last year — Ar-
gentina, Brazil, Guatemala, In-
donesia. Iran, Pakistan, the
Philippines, Rwanda, Sierra
Leone and the Ukraine.

”Tra%i{:aﬂy, homicide re-
mains the leading cause of job-
related death for journalists
around the world and the mo-
live is censorship.” the organi-
sations said in a joint state-
ment. "If governments allow
these crimes to go unpunished,
constitutional guarantees of

ress freedom are meaning-
ess."

In only four cases — in Ar-
gentina, Guatemala, Ukraine
and Mexico — have authorities
aJ)prehendecl and officially
identified those responsible for
the killings. The two organisa-
tions have called on all 14 gov-
ernments to conduct investiga-
tions.

All 26 journalists were
killed either while on assign-
ment or as a direct result of
their work. according to re-
searchers at the press freedom
organisations.

In other cases of slain jour-
nalists in 1997, neither group
could establish a clear link be-
tween the killing and the vic-
tims' profession. Several of
these cases remain under in-
vestigation by the groups,
which conduct their research
independently.

In 1996, Reporters Sans
Frontieres reported 28 slayings
of journalists and the Commit-
tee to Protect Journalists re-
Eﬂﬂed 27 cases. Algeria and

ussia were the most dangerous
countries for journalists in
1996.

In 1997, for the first time
since 1993, no Algerian jour-
nalists were assassinated, the
groups sald. Nearly 60 Algerian
journalists have been killed be-

I cause of their profession in the

said °

previous five years. more than
in any other country. But this is
not a signal of improved press
[reedom in that country, said
Robert Menard, secretary gen-
eral of Reporters Sans Fron-

catieress e o SR P TR R

‘L iFHETE grp te fﬂFlgEﬁbE'
Falise, g0, many Algerian jour-.
alists'hdve fdrle underground,

fled into exile or left the profes-
sion entin:][‘zlr. while those who
remain on the job live and work
under the most extreme security
precautions,” Menard said.

The seven deaths in India
last year reflect a trend of in-
creasing political violence and
heightened risk for journalists
there, the report said. Five
members of a television produc-
tion crew died on assignment in
Hyderabad November 19, in a
terrorist car bomb blast, which
killed at least 17 others and in-
{'ured more than 30. Two Mus-
im broadcast journalists were
fatally shot in apparent
reprisal for their work on the
state-owned Doordarshan tele-
vision station in Srinagar,
Kashmir. Both had received
death threats from militant
separatists.

In Colombia, the four 1997
deaths brings to 43 the number
of journalists slain in the past
decade, the largest number in
the Americans, most of them
presumed to be victims of drug
traffickers.

The three brutal killings of
Mexican journalists last year
also indicate a disturbing, vio-
lent trend in the world's largest
Spanish-sfeaking country, the
report said.

UN hails Egypt’s
ban on female
circumcision

UNITED NATIONS. Jan 9:
The UN Children's Fund chief
on Thursday hailed Egypt's ban
on female circumcision as a big
step towards eliminating the
abhorrent and unacceptable
practice, reports AFP, '

In a statement released here
UNICEF Executive Director
Carol Bellamy said that elimi-
nation of this abhorrent are
unacceptable practice is a long
term undertaking."

WASHINGTON, Jan 9: After
a 20-year career as a newspa-
perman and a stint as a foreign
corespondent in Africa, Ameri-
can university professor Joe
Camrhcll says a free press is
absoltitely vital to promoting
human rights, USIS.

"Certainly, the very funda-
mental aspect of news gath
and dissemination, the mere
reporting of human rights is-
sues, tends to expand the realm
of debate, discussion, and
awareness of human rights and
human rights violations, in-
cluding those against journal-
ists,” Campbell said December
10.

Campbell made his remarks
during an electronic interview
with audiences in Africa on the
sub{ﬁ:t of hurnan rights and the
protection of journalists, The
programme was broadcast live
worldwide by the US informa-

tion Agency's (USIA's) Worldnet
Satellite Television Service.
During his career as a news-
aperman and correspondent,
ampbell reported from four
continents, in Africa he was an
associated correspondent,
based in djan. He covered,
among other things, the war in
Chad, political upheavals in
Guinea and Burkina Faso, and
Nigeria's 1983 presidential elec-
tions.
According to Campbell, "in
Sub-Saharan Africa and In

- many countries, journalists are

a frequent target for oppres-
sion, unfortunately, so the news
media have a very vital central
role in expanding the discus-
sion of human rights through-
out the world." '
Nonetheless, he said, "there
have bemwgat strides in Sub-
Saharan Africa in the last eight
to 10 years in the general ex-

ion of the number of news-
gathering outlets, independent
newspapers, and non-govern-
mental broadcast stations, and
in terms of news-gathering on
human rights issues as well as
with most ln?:stiﬁtlv: report-
ing, there has to be a rccog i-
tion that this is not going to be a
short-term option.”
By way of comparison, he
said, the United States has had
ress freedom for more than
BDD years, yet "journalists still
are pushed and push themselves
to maintain and to expand the
scope of their rights and privi-
leges, and this is indeed the case
in Africa" as well. |
A specialist on the press in
francophone Africa, Campbell
inted to "a number of excel-
ent examples of straight re-
porting about human rights is-
sues and violations in Sub-Sa-
haran Africa that have gotten a

lot of play in the region” in the
past few years.

It is media coverage like
that, the professor said, that

romotes and ands respect
or all human rights, govern-
ments in Africa appear to care
more now about what their citi-
zens think, he suggested, and
thus can be held more account-
able by an inquiring press,
which, after all, he said, is the
basic safeguard for liberty in all
democracies.

Because of this watchdog
role, journalism “can be a dan-
gerous profession" and "it is
critical that there be interna-
tional organisations that can
help to protect journalists. The
pressure exerted by av;rn-
ments as well as Non- Imn-
mental sations (NGOs]) is
important, and I can think of a
number of examples where this
has brought about the release of

certain journalists as well as
kept other journalists from be-
ing imFriauned or harassed."

As lor journalists who have
driven into exile, Campbell said
they still have a role to play "by
bringing attention to the abuses
back in their homes."

It is unfortunate, he said,
"but | believe that organisations
like the committee to protect
{gurnallsts and Reporters Sans

rontieres are better known
overseas than in their host
countries, where journalists are
only vaguely aware of their ex-
istence.” These groups, he said
"work to help journalists over-
seas that are under stress.”

The committee to protect
journalists was established in
1981 in New York city to sup-

rt and protest on behalf of
m:rnalista around the world

- who are victims of human

rights abuses.

Photos support

theory of new

planet orbiting
nearby star

h WASHINGTON, dJan l?:tA
ulging w spotted in photos
of agi s%ar Eg}lled Beta Pictoris
may be the gravitational wake
of a Iarﬁe planet plowing
through the star's dusty halo,
astronomers say, reports AP.

The pictures boost the theory
that one or more planets have
formed about Beta Pictoris, a
young, bright star 63 light-
years from the sun, Sally Heap,
a NASA astronomer, said
Thursday. :

The pictures, taken by a new
camera on the Hubble Space
Telescope, focus on the disk or

halo of dust and gas that rotates
around the star. Instead of hav-
ing a smooth flow, the disk has.
a large bulge in one quadrant.



