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Gas Crisis

Crisis seems to have become the other name of
our national life. With the crisis in power supply
situation still unresolved, the country has been

gripped by a new one. News of coun de short-
age in gas supply that we came to know at the
beginning of the new year, turned into a

crescendo of worry this weekend as many areas in
the capital were cut off from the supply network.
According to reports, some eighty points in the city
are out of supply now. With gas being the lone fuel
for domestic use, life has become a real ordeal for
housewives, particulatggr in the holy month of Ra-
madan with its adjusted kitchen timings.

We do not know exactly what has led to this
huge crisis. There has been -a general attempt by
the su plyllr‘? authorities to blame the un%nmg cold
spell. Rcm ing to them consumption of gas has
gone up in winter but it has not been matched by
increase in supply. That seems moonshine. If it is a
typical winter syndrome then why did not we see it
last season, for that matter any time in the past?
They have also said that cold has caused gas
pressure to go down adding to the crisis.

Neither natural adversity nor increased con-
sumer demand is convincing enough an lana-
tion for such a huge shortage. From the statistics
that have emerged so far it appears that it is more
a systemic problem or some serious defect in the
transmission network than the flimsy causes that
are being bandied about now. We do not find it ac-
ceptable either that just because one field has gone
out of production there should be a countrywide
dearth in supply. Any modern network system
demands that ifp there is shortage in one area it will
be offset by supply from other parts.

Under the circumstances it is not unlikely for
people to doubt whether the authorities took any
step at all to normalise the situation since the
news that shortage in gas supply was seriousl
hampering production in power plants along wi
other industrial units first reached.

What annoys one most is the 'ﬁuvernment non-
chalance over the matter. As in the case of power
crisis this time too the relevant ministry failed to
inform the people beforehand about the impending
crisis let alone mitigating it. Now that the city
dwellers are bearing the brunt of it, we demand
the Energy Ministry put us in the picture about
the crisis immediately and do something urgently
to find a way out.

Investibility Rating

The man who leads Global Corporate Finance of
ANZ Investment Bank, Reinhold Heus, gave us a
leap of the mind on Wednesday. He told a distin-
guished gathering in Dhaka that Bangladesh's im-
proving risk: reward ratio of investment-worthiness
Buts her in league with neighbours like India and

akistan. He has the benefit of a global view and
keeps relevant statistics handy, some of which he
cited to carry his point with.the audience. Espe-
cially mind-lifting has been his bracketing us not
merely with India and Pakistan but even with
China and Australia in terms of country risk
equivalence.

We must thank Heus for his fresh angle on our
investment prospects and also for his advice to
launch a pro-active pmpaﬁ nda campaign to get us
a positive exposure abroad. Particularly in terms of
the investment options available here with guaran-
tee for 100 per cent equity participation and the
repatriatibility of funds.

While ‘the top financial world expert from the
ANZ Investment Bank has put some balm on our
aching vocal chord strained through harping our
incentives package, there are certain internalities
we need badly to improve upon to be able to put
our best face forward overseas.

Our negative connotations cannot simply change
into the positive so long as we have threats of har-
tal, cluttered procedures, decision-making at a
dead slow pace, poor manhour yields, infrastruc-
tural unreliabilities and dysfunctional ports — all
makin% for a package of veritable disincentives, We
must learn to take care of potential foreign in-
vestors the moment they arrive at the ZIA as the
essence of what we call the 'one-stop service'.

Now Spurious PhDs

There are on the faculty of the Chittagong Uni-
versity some nine fake PhDs. According to a news
reported by a national daily there is there also a
D.Sc., his lofty diploma coming from no university
but some World Development Association in India.

Investigation already made into the academic
antecedents of some of the nine has failed even to
locate the universities awarding them the doctor-
ate. The gallant nine have, however, kept on pros-
pering academically, one riding upto a full profes-
sorship — the highcst office of any university.

Every now and then stories of spurious students
pursuing degrees with forged certificates come up
in the press. Now teachers want to share in that
glory. It's.a long time since someone on the faculty
of the JU English Department was proven a dan-

erous or hilarious fake. But he was a lone ranger.

e CU seems to have the achievers in droves.

Anti-corruption people are already after two of
these. And perhaps they will go after two others
very soon. The CU will be well-advised to go into
the question of whether it befits a university to fail
to manage its own affairs and proceed against
criminals in the garb of teachers and leave its per-

sonnel to the disciplining by the courts in matters
academic.

But then universities have their problems. They
do have politics and of a very low and mean order.
Those that are teaching there on the strength of
papers forged and faked, are perhaps thriving by
manipulating the senate and syndicate and black-

mailing the holders of position by the threat of
withdrawing support.

The question that would now agitate the mind of
the nation is, are the other universities immune
from this dangerous defect? Teachers can be good
or bad, somewhat more endowed or less, given
wholly or partly to the calling. But they cannot be
criminals. Faking with academic records goes
against the very fundaments of a university. And
come to think of these characters teaching pupils.

Let this CU situation occasion a hunt for other

such smart ones in the other universities. And

when the count is complete, let these glorious lot
be punished specially.

Not Far ﬁ_'_om the Fire

One of the allegations against the "Tiger" economies is that while economic fun-
damentals went more or less right, the political fundamentals went outright
wrong implying that inappropriate political fundamentals could
Jeopardise economic fundamentals at any time.

HE recent filnancial turmeoils in East Asia
— allegedly, sinking it further into eco-
nomic quicksand — tends to unveil the
myth of the miracle. It all started with Thailand
when the Baht dipped d r in terms of losing
its value to US dollar. With Japan rearing a re-
cession, Thailand, Indonesia and South Korea
are looking for a bailout from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF). Shaken, by the surrogate
of financial crisis In Asta, man{‘ forecasters
who recently a GDP rate of 6 per
cent for South Korea and South East Asian coun-
tries for next year are suddenly projecting a zero
or negative rate. The new conventional
wisdom that s tremendously the interna-
tional financial arena is that the miracle so long
espoused in the case of the 'Tigers' or "Emerging
Tigers" are myth. The reality is that these econo-
es are poorly m and gravely sick. Analy-
sts reckon that "irrational exuberance" by foreign
and domestic
investors in East

Asia, sparred by =

years of massive
rate of economic
growth, resulted

Beneath the Surfa

been. More so, foreign
relocate companies through joint ventures in
Bangladesh might find it worthwhile to give a
second th;:fht to such relocations in the wake
of their devalu

competitive edge.

e are also not far from the fire given a very
weak base of our financial sector. The banking
sector in Bangladesh — nationalised or private
— has not produced a level of efficiency and
strength which can be considered friendly to
modernday business transactions. Historically
speaking, rampant corruption, political high-
handedness and "default culture" in the sector
have broken the backbone of our financial sec-
tor. We hear a lot about banking reforms but not
much seem to be on the table in terms of output.
Given a fragile banking sector as it is now In

Bangladesh, a doomsday might visit us sooner or

later. The bitter experiences that some of our

neighbouring

- Asian countries
have provided us
with very re-
cently, drive
: home one impor-

companies which vied to

ed currencies and hence regaining

in the implemen-
tation of unwor- =
thy projects, most j#
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stock markets and
real state businesses.

It is an admitted fact that in today's
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PRNERT Wi tant conclusion:

the speed and
scope of financial
sector reform sh-
oud not beun

derestimated,

global It is nice to

note that the present government

economic network, no country can keep itself
isolated from the "boom" or "depression” taking
place in some other countries, no matter at what
distance the 'heavans' or the 'hells' are located.
Financial market turbulence in one country
triggers reactions in others and the ripples
thereof tend to haunt everyone. Taking this
premise for granted, one can easily imagine that
the most damaging impacts of what happened in
East Asian countries are scaring foreign in-

vestors to pull their money away from the places:

of the fire. We in Bangladesh, could perhaps feel
less of the pains since not much of foreign finan-
cial assets have even been pouring into
Bangladesh to flee during the exit spree. Specula-
tive manipulations with respect to Taka is also
not apprehensive as there is no credible foreign
exchange market. However, Bangladesh's ability
to attract foreign investment is likely to be ad-
versely hit, from countries such as South Korea,
Taiwan etc.

Are we then far from the fire that broke out in
the financial markets in East Asia and thus
immune from any foreseeable adversities? It
would be a naive juxtaposition to assume that we
carry a clean slate in our case when dirts are
growing in other parts of the world. Economists
posit that the current crisis in some of the Asian
countries could affect our economy in two ways.
First, the Ernjccted slowdown in world growth
rate might hamper our rts. Forecasters have
already started to revise world growth rate
downwards which means we should also project
low export earnings. Second, the massive deval-
uations of currencies in the crisis-ridden
economies could turn them more competitive to

took a number of positive steps to deal with bed
debts and fraudulent activities in the realm of
financial transactions. But recent reports on
loan defaults and fraudulent activities by a par-
ticular business house and similar allegations
against a number of "state sponsored en-
trepreneurs” do not seem to cause any concern
amunﬁ policy makers. Rather, general notion is
that those misdoers are very much close to the
power structure to feed and to be fed. It is in the
interest of the economy that the government
should proceed with legal actions Fast against
those playing foul with people's money.
Attention of readers can be drawn to another

aspect. Bangladesh is expected to get large vol-

ume of investments in the energy sector. We
should remember that inflow of foreign capital
into this sector might worsen the balance of
payments since most of the development of this
sector is heavil{ dependent on imported materi-
als — this could exert pressure on the overall
balance of payments and actuate current account
balance situation is the near future. One needs to
guard against any adverse outcome from this
sector.

Finally, one of the allegations against the
"Tiger” economies is that while economic fun-
damentals went more or less right, the political
fundamentals went ﬂulﬂFhl wrong implying
that inappropriate political fundamentals could

Jeopardise economic fundamentals at any time.

As it seems to us, the macro economic funda-
mentals that Bangladesh experienced so far
hinge on very weak political fundamentals. Un-
less political reforms accompany economic re-
forms. the house of the finely built macro fun-

thwart any r:um_?euu'.re edge by Bangladeshi ex-
his means that Bangladesh is

seemmlgl_'f poised Lo face a relatively stiff compe-
rom these economies than it hitherto

port products.
tition

damentals could be set on fire any time. Thus, we
are nol far from fire. in fact, sitting very close to
it. Let pragmatic economic ]Juhcica and politics
help us to escape any turmoil.

ok

The news report on the pub-
lic opinion poll of thousand
persons on the political envi-
ronment prevailing in the
country, confirms what the me-
dia analysts have been telling
the nation all along.

The public are a) pessimistic
of the prevailing political cul-
ture; blpfﬂd up with the politi-
cians’ ethical codes; c) critical
of the myopic leadership; and d)
disillusioned with the poor per-
formance of the two major po-
litical parties.

have a negative image of the
parties under the two leaders,

tearinﬁ the country apart, to
keep their respective parties in-
tact. The question is: how the
politicians will react to this
poll, backed with scientifically
acceptable data? It is presumed
that the political conscience is
so blunted. and the ego so in-
flated (growth rate 10 per cent
p.a?). that the politicians of to-
day are insensitive and po-
larised to the feelings of the
general mass; to the extent that
they cannot react to reality,
being busy with their own

kusum). Nine out of 10 persons
cannot explain clearly micro
and macro economics, and Ben-
gali and/or Bangladeshi na-
tionalism.

been spoiled? 1‘?3' the citizens
and the voters. We get the lead-
ers we deserve, otherwise we

In fact, the vast majority

who are engaged in a tug of war

make-believe world (akash

How the politicians have
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would have thrown them out.
The people have to be more
critical with the leadershi
stances, and do away wit
imaginary and passionate faith
in various cults and isms,
which do not produce goods and
services quickly enough to be
noticeable.

We got our freedom, but are
today held captive by the mossy
politicians depending blindly
on the old style of politics, for-
getting that the public con-
sciousness has changed
tremendously, even amnn%}st
the adult illiterates and the
semi-literates. In the rural ar-
eas, there is more awareness of
what is happening in Dhaka,
thanks to the penetration of the
NGO activities. The metropolis
continues to act in the old
mould of colonial centraliza-
tion. Here is a critical question:
the force of leadership should
be centripetal or centrifugal? (It
would take too much space to
elaborate on this concept.)

The powerful civil service is
still defying political leader-
ship to release the winds of
change to push the coun
ward, by resisting all feeble at-
tempts at administrative re-
forms and separation of the ju-
diciary. The privatisation pro-

ramme of the state-owned in-

ustries is still being resisted in
sFitc of Awami League's ¢ e
of stance from soclalism
free-market philosophy. An-

for-

other question: do the politi-

cians in power depend too much
on the bureaucrats? How much

elbow room the politicians
have to face internal confronta-
lions?

It is also strange to note that
a hiﬁh percentage of the MPs
could be loan defaulters; and
the core bodies of the political
parties have a large percentage
of new' migratory 'politicians’
from the other professions, re-
placin% the prolessional politi-
cians. [t is moving to note that
the latter cannot move them-
selves, others, and the country!

Are we sugpaaed to be sad-
dled with such negative, live but|
immovable properties from
decade to cfctade? Sitting,
standing, or moving — what is
our average output? How to get
rid of the systems loss syn-
drome? We are good at negative
teamwork, confidentially
speaking!

The irony is that nobody
wishes to ‘retire’ from active
service in this country of low
employment and high expecta-
tions; blocking the upward
progress of the younger genera-
tion, as pointed out at a recent
roundtable of the young profes-
sionals.

The last question: the lead-
ers have to be in tune with the
masses, or the masses have to
bow submissively in the court
of the mighty? The Diana cult

roduced the 'Peoples’ Princess'.
erhaps we are going to invent
Neta Democracy'!

of Aman
paddy is now completed all over
the country. Recently | had been

Sir. Harvestin

in some major rice ng ar-
eas of the country and collected
information on yield of Aman
crop. According to farmers' re-
orts this year yield is around
ED er cent of the normal yield
of the previous years. The high
price of rice bears that testi-
mony. Paddy is now being sold
at around Tk. 300 per maund
which is on upward trend. It is
not yet known the official ver-
sion of Agriculture Dpt, regard-
ing ﬂeld of Aman crop.
to the reasons of such ab-
normal low yield it is gathered
that drought during emergence
of ears, pest attack and gradual
depletion of soil are mainly re-
sponsible. In many areas, ears

could come out due to drought.
Attack of plant hopper, a seri-
ous insect of rice, was repeated
from many places with vivid

ictures in the newspapers.

Is pest sucks the juice of
plants resulting drying up the
stalks.

Unfortunately, field staff of
Agriculture Dpt, could not detect
hopper attack timely till the
rice plants are completely dried
up when they blamed the

rought'. In Bogra it is the pes-
ticide companies who first de-
tected the ho attack and ar-
ranged for publicity for control-
ling the pest. In Brahmanbaria,
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Sherpur, Kishoregan| there was
heavy attack causing consider-
able damages. Last not least
gradual depletion of soil due to
continuous uses of unbalanced
chemical fertilizers without
applying organic manners,
fake, spurious adulterated and
sub-standard fertilizer are the
major reasons for low yield,

For the last few , | have
been trying to draw the atten-
tion of agricultural experts to
save the soil from depletion but
my appeal went in vain. But
now the nation shall have to
face its consequences through
import of rice procession of
which has already been started.
MA Jalil

372/B Khilgaon, Dhaka

New pay scale bonus

Sir, We know that the 5th
National Pay Scale will be im-
plemented in three phases as
suggested by the secretarial
committee. The first phase of
implementation begins with
the payment of December '97
and the arrears due from July to
November would be paid soon
after (or is it being before?).
The Muslim Festival Eid-ul-
Fitre will be observed in

Banql_:edeuh on 29-31 Ja.nuav?.
‘98, Eid-ul-Fitre bonus will
be given in January before the
monthly salary. Logically the

bonus able in Jan , '98
will be mni to the dra:ﬂmnc

of Dec '97 if age-old financial
rules are followed.

The government decision on
the implementation of the new
E:y scale is not clear. The dis-

ct and Thana Accounts Offi-
cers say that the government
employees would be paid the
basic drawn in Jan, '97 as the
bonus till Jan '‘99. What a fal-

lac%'_Ih

ere is another vital ques-
tion. What will be the bonus for
employees who may join ser-
vice within these two years?
Since such emggln&eeu were not
in job in Jan, '97, they should be
dg?r!ved of any bonus till Jan,
‘99 be paid bonus that equals to
their basic drawn in the preced-
ing month, ubﬂuusl}_;:hbaued on
the 5th Pay Scale! Then if ju-
nior empl‘?gm are given bonus
based on the 5th Pay Scale, how
would the senior ones be de-
prived of and ‘?ald a lower
amount of bonus

To overcome this dilemma,

the government should pay
bonus based on the new pay
scale and that should equal the
basic pay of the immediate pre-
ce month. It may be men-
tioned here that, in the first
phase of implementation of the
new pay , the basic pay in-
creases at the rate of only 12-
20% which exactly conforms to
the price-hike,
MAS Molla
Member,

. BCSIR s

s (BAAS Office), Dhaka

|

Bangabandhu’s Home Coming

Reminiscences of a Memorable Day

One can never forget that moment, of the morning of J anuary 10, 1972, when
at the Delhi Palam airport, the silver coloured British Comet aircraft
carrying Bangabandhu came to a halt. .. the gun salutes boomed and
suddenly one saw the tall and handsome figure of Bangabandhu

N his release from captivity in Pakistan,
OEangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

arrived in New Delhi from London enroute
to Dhaka, on the morning of January 10, 1972. It
was by sheer coincidence, that Foreign Minister
Abdus Samad Azad, who was hnldinF the same
post then as well, was on his first bilateral visit
to New Delhi. We had. by then, working
feverishly since the liberation of Dhaka on
December 16, 1971, succeeded in setting up a
proper Foreign Office in Dhaka where | was,
among other assignments, }Jcrfnrmlng the duties
of the Chief of Protocol. | happened to be a
member of Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad's delegation on that visit to New Delhi.

The eighth of January 1972 dawned as any
other chilly New Delhi winter morning. We were
at the New Delhi Foreign Office. and at the top of
our agenda of the visit was discussions with the
Indian authorities about wara and means for se-
curing Bangabandhu's early release from Pak-
istan prison. Late that morning when we were
having our talks with the Indian officials, Mani
Dixit, then Director at the Indian Foreign Office
who subsequently was Foreign Secretary, barged
into the conference room. "Sheikh Mujib has
been released”, he said, all excited. The meeting
broke up as we burst into spontaneous applause.
An ordinary moment at once got indelibly im-
Erinttd in mcmﬂrg. We then learnt that Banga-

andhu had left Pakistan in a special PIA air-
craft for an undisclosed destination. It was an-
other t:nu]plc of hours before we were told that he
had safely landed at the Heathrow Airport in
London.

It was on our return to Ashok Hotel in New
Delhi, where we were staying, that we learnt that
Bangabandhu would be arriving in New Delhi

standing at the door way, smiling and waving. . .

tall and handsome figure of Bangabandhu
standing at the door way, smiling and waving at
the assembled crowd. And it was some crowd,
comprising President V.V. Giri, Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi, almost the entire Indian Cabinet,
the di;;llnmatic corps and hundreds of pressmen
and photographers. "Joy Bangla" said Banga-
bandhu and then there were slogans and tears.
garlands and embraces and here the Memory
gives in to an emotion one had never in life expe-
rienced before.

Bangabandhu read out the speech and stand-
ing near him I could see the tears in his eyes as
he finished. One then recalls that morning drive
through lines of cheering crowds to the canton-
ment parade crowd where a large crowd had
gathered to hear him speak and where they
spoke, Madame Gandhi in Hindi and Banga-
bandhu, in Bengali.

We then drove in a motorcade to Rashtrapati
Bhavan, the Indian President's House. There
Bangabandhu took the decision that instead of
traveling via Calcutta where a public meeting
was being arranged in his honour, he would
travel direct to Dhaka where "my people are
waiting for me". It was also decided that he would
continue his journey to Dhaka in the British
Comet and not change into a smaller aircraft
provided by the Indian authorities, by which it
was thought, the landing at the much bombed
Dhaka airport with all its gaping craters, would
be safer. Bangabandhu felt that he should make
a separate trip to Calcutta to thank the "people of
that area” for their help and support to the mil-
lions of our refugees and do so not by just "drop-
ping in on my way home”, He also thought that it
would be proper to show his appreciation of the
British gesture of offering him an aircraft by

enroute to Dhak

on the moming o
January 10, 1972,
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New Delhi at that time decided that the Foreign
Minister's delegation should at once return
home but that, wearing my Chief of Protocol's
hat, I should stay back and along with Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad accompany
Bangabandhu back to Dhaka.

An exciting assignment {t was for the Chief of
| Protocol of a newly born country. Events moved
| very fast from that moment on and one's mem-

ory is full of the preparations that we set about
making for the historic arrival of Bangabandhu
in New Delhi.

It was late in the evening of January 9, 1972
| that | was given an unexpected task. Banga-

bandhu, | was told, would be making a prepared
statement at the airport on his arrival and it fell
on me to draft it. Drafting statements is a part of
a professional diplomat's life but then occasions
such as this one come but rarely, if ever, in one's
career. And then there was this extraordinary
situation of writing a speech for someone, one

} i had not worked for before. | had thep only seen

= e

at the aircraft taklﬁ off from New Delhi, he
enquired of Foreign Minister Abdus Samad Azad

as to who | was. While introducing me the

Foreign Minister mentioned that 1 had drafted

his airport speech. "Why, he spoke my mind"
said Bangabandhu with a warm smile. Aware as
| was, of the historic as{)ect of the juum?, [ held
out my diary opening il at the page of January
10, and asked lj-:;g his autograph. "With pleasure”
said Bangabandhu and wrote his name on the
page of my diary in big bold letters.

It was an unforgettable journey in which be-
sides the Foreign Minister and myself, Dr. Ka-
mal Hussain and Mr. Ataus Samad. then a young
and keen journalist, were among his compan-
jons.

A lot of time during the journey was spent in
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad Azad briefin
Bangabandhu on the developments that ha
taken place during the time he was in captivity
in Pakistan. But I recall a couple of decisions

. that, Bangabandhu took during that trip. Banga- .
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January 10, 1872: Bangabandhu on return to Dhaka, at Race Cource (now Suhrawardy Uddyan)

Gt

ground prior to addressing the huge crowd, with Tajuddin Ahmed (then prime minister) on his

right.

— PID file photo

Bangabandhu from a distance and had heard
some of his speeches including his inspiring ad-
dress of 7th of March 1971, but had never really
met or talked to him. Writing a speech for some-
one that | did not know seemed like an lmﬂossl-
ble task. But as I sat in my hotel room, wit n
lﬂlhandandmthenlmccnfthem t recalled

8 speech of 7th of March , 1971 addressing the
vast multitude, I felt a strange familiarity with
him, that guided, as it were, my pen that slowly
found expression.

This is a _I_mu'ney from darkness to light, from
captivity to freedom, from desolation to hope, I
am atlast going back to "Sonar Bangla”, the land
of my dreams, after a period of nine months. In
these nine months my le have traversed
centuries. When | was taggwa from m -

le they wept, when [ was held in captivity they
ought and now when [ go back to them they are
victorious. I go back to the sunshine of their
million victorious smiles. I go back now to a
free, independent and sovereign Bangladesh. | Er.;
back to join mi people in the tremendous tas
that now lie ahead in turning our victory into
the road of t'.l:;eacc' ﬁrngrm and prosperity. [ go
back not with any hatred in my heart for anyone
but with the satisfaction that truth has at last
triumphed over falsehood, sanity over insanity,
courage over cowardice, justice over injustice
and good over evil."

One can never forget that moment, of the

morning of January 10, 1972, when at the Delhi
Palam airport, the silver colouted British Comet
aircraft carrying hu came to a noisy

silence, It was ten minutes t t in
he morning by the watch. The .‘I:mﬁ"émr

and the t in position. Then
; m salutes bomwdp%ddmlypo one saw the

then there was a .

bandhu wondered as to how the national fl
which then had the map of Bangladesh insecri

on it could be changed. He was happy to be toid
that Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed, the Acfing Prime
Minister had already initiated discussions in
that regard. And the national anthem? The tune
was not exactly stirring, said Bangabandhu, but
then thousands had died with the refrain of that
song in their ears and it should never be
changed. And what type of Government should
Bangladesh ultimately have? Why, it should be
of the parliamentary type in a democratic
Bangladesh, said Bangabandhu.

It was unfortunate for the nation that Banga-
bandhu, on his return, was made to step into a
short-sighted politico - bureaucratic situation.
This like the proverbial quick-sand sucked him
in, hardly lea him the time for constructive
nation-building. The intolerance of politicians,
the machinations of self- uni ed and
civil bureaucrats, the inefficacy of planners and
the corruption, infighting and wranﬁllng in a
post-war scenario stymied Bangabandhu beyond
measure which had ne%atlve influence on man
of his decisions. is secular and inten
nationalistic outlook incurred the wrath o
many quarters, some of whom, though them-
selves at loggerheads, were sceptical of Banga-

bandhu’'s actions. Yet one has seen him on so

many occasions among world statesmen, confi-

dent, strong and decisive, sticcessfully creating.
against so many odds, a niche for his war-rav-
aged country
inspite of the crowd around him at home, he so
often seemed utterly lonely. And then the cow-
ardly act of a few murderers cut short his life, so
tragically. But even in his death, this man

. in the comity of nations, However,

men, remains undefeated. As one who led

Bangladesh to freedom and independence,

Mujib shall forever remain invincible.



