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3 killed as train
hits tempo in
Akhaura

AKHAURA, Jan 8: At least
three people were killed and two
others injured when the Dhaka
bound Karnaphuli Express
train hit a tempo at a rgﬂ ﬁrmu-
ing near Gangasagar i un-
der Akhaura th?:%ﬂ thliﬂig after-
noon, reports BSS.

Three eésasacngers of the
tempo died on the spot while
twt;]nth:rs were injured, police
said.

Edn boards_
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report that brought corruption
charges against some board
employees. -

e Federation leaders were
told yesterday that the Task
Force report would be imple-
mented only after proper
scrutiny by the boards and with
legal cover, said a ministry
source.

The emergency meeting of
the Federation was called by its
president after yesterday's
meeting at the ministry. Satur-
day's meeting will begin at 1:00
pm at the Central Secretariat of
the Federation at the Madras-

Nepalese PM urges
King to dissolve

parliament

KATHMANDU, Jan B8:
Nepalese Prime Minister Surya
Bahadur Thapa today called on
King Birendra to dissolve par-
liament and schedule mid-term
elections in May, sources said,

reports A.Fj‘ Sai
killed
From page 1 ¥
Pantapara under sadar thana
and 1 Kalam, 35, of Chand-
pur under Harinakundu thana.

Another gun battle erupted
yesterday between police and
the members of Gano Mukti
Fouz as police tried to raid the
residence of one Abul Hossain
at Berasula village in Sadar
thana leaving three Mukti Fouz
workers dead, according to
UNB.

Two of them were identified
as Shamsul, 32, of Boroi Khali
in Sadar thana and Kusum Ali,
35, of Monoharpur in Shail-
kupa thana. Another victim
could not be identified.

Police recovered five guns —
an SLR. one rifle, one Beta .
two foreign made guns — from
the scene. A tense situation was
prevailing in the area following
the trouble.

A case was filed with
Jhenidah police,

E;hI‘B:]ks on B
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government negotiators that it
would come back on January 25
to give its decision about join-
ing Tullow.

Accordingly, the negotiators
officially gave Tullow's explo-
ration proposal and other re-
lated documents to the US joint
venture.

The negotiators initially in-
sisted on the joint venture's de-
cision about accepting Tullow's
offer.

The Chevron-Texaco joint
venture, earlier in mid-Decem-
ber, disagreed to the govern-
ment's proposal to have discus-
sion with Tullow over Block 9,
apparently because Tullow's
proposal included drilling of 10
exploratory wells in the block.

Experts say, there is not
enough geological structure in
Block 9 which supports drilling
of 10 wells.

. Mﬂmﬁg round of negotia-
f%ion will be held on Ja.nlflmjr‘lﬂ
with Petronas (Malaysia)-Mo-
bil (USA]) joint venture in

favour of Tullow. Petronas-Mo-
bil venture was the first group

lock-9 end

to show some interest in work-
ilnlg with Tullow in blocks 9 and

However, after this joint
venture agreed to talk with the
Irish company. Chevron-Tex-
aco, which earlier walked out of
negotiations, came back with a
positive note. At this point, the
government changed its deci-
sion about offering both blocks
9 and 11 to Petronas-Mobil and
offered it to work with Tullow
in Block 11 only.

Following this decision, a
discussion between Petronas-
Mobil ended fruitlessly on De-
cember 22,

Now, the government is
likely to discuss Block 11 with
Petronas-Mobil again on Jan-
uary 12. But, according to an
expert, if Petronas-Mobil is of-
fered Block 11 only, it may
refuse it on the ground that
there is no justification for
working with Tullow in a block
like that.

The government began nego-
tiations with 20 foreign oil
companies on October 22 and it

has been L%n to find a "big"
partner for Tullow since then.

'Dhaka needs big puslT
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poiicies to create a suitable en-
vironment to make Bangladesh
as the number one destination
for foreign investors in South
Asia.

Terming the visit of the Ital-
ian Prime Minister to Bangla-
desh as significant and timely,
Hasina said Bangladesh
welcomes [taly's new strate
towards Asia to establish closer
relations.

"I hope it will usher in a new
era of cooperation between our
two countries and will be a
milestone in the Bangladesh-
Italy relations."

Terming Italy as one of the
largest rt destinations of
Bangladesh, she said the con-
clusion of agreements on Pro-
motion and Protection of In-
vestment and Avoidance of
Double Taxation between the
two countries will be a welcome

stc;;_.h
e Prime Minister said

Banf,ladesh and Italy share
similar views on major interna-
tional issues, As members of
the UN, they have been working
together for promotion of peace,
stability and human rights in
the world.

There is a substantial num-
ber of Bangladesh citizens who
are residing in Italy and con-
tributing to Italy's econom
through hardwork, she said.
"We are grateful to the Italian

overnment for being hospitable
y our nationals."”

Referring to her governmen-

t's endeavour towards ensuring

free functioning of democracy in |

the country, Hasina said the
government stands firmly
committed to good governance
;and establishment of the rule of
aw,

She said her government has
initiated many people-oriented
economic policies aimed at
poverty alleviation with em-
powerment of women and the

poor.’

PM distributes
warm clothes
In City areas

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday vis-
ited different of the city

and distributed warm clothes
the cold-stricken people,
UNB.

Hasina talked to the desti-
tute at Mohammadpur cross-
dam, Mirpur Balurmath and
Khilgaon and distributed blan-
kets, sweaters, mufllers, jackets
and them

decided not to hold any Iftar
Ea.rty and save the money for

uying winter clothes for the
poor.

Addressing a spontaneous
crowds at Mirpur urmath,
Hasina said that her govern-

ment will do as much as possi-
ble for the welfare of the dis-
tressed humanity.

Expressing her regret over
‘non-cooperation’' from the op-
position in implementing de-
velopment work, Hasina urged
ﬂ'n?:ﬂ‘;.1 to e:gﬂ_t:nd h:lF !}'?r mitigat-
ing the sufle s ol the people.

Hasina alr:&gcall:d upon the
rich people to donate clothes
and money for the distressed
people.

"This suffering will not last
long ... Inshallah, we will be
able to bring about a change in
the condition of the common
people, the Prime Minister told
the gathering.

The Prime Minister then
drove to Khilgaon Sabujmati
Bhaban and distributed warm
clothes among the EJOL

Local MPs Alhaj Mogbul
Hossain, Kamal Ahmed Ma-
jumder, Deputy Minister for
Shipping Saber Hossain
Chowdhury, and local Awami
League leaders were present in
their respective areas when the
Prime Minister distributed the
warm clothes.

5 DU teachers

lose their jobs

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka University Au-
thorities have relieved three
teachers of their duties and
dismissed two others for their
unauthorised absence from the
university.

The teachers who have been
relieved of their duties are:

Syeda Zakia Hossain, Lecturer
ol Sociology Department, Dr
Mohammed Rezaul Haque, As-
sistant Professor of Applied
Chemistry and Chemical
Technology Department -and M
Shamsher Ali, Associate Pro-
fessor of the Institute of Social
Work and Research.

The dismissed teachers are:
Sudhir Samuel Chowdhury,

Lecturer of English ent
and Adnan Sirgj Laskar, Lec-
turer of Applied Physics and

Electronics Department, says a
DU press release.

Prodi
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the international organisa-
tions, including the United Na-
tions, NAM and Islamic world.
He appreciated the present
government's initiative to ac-
celerate the
respect, your policy aimed at
ensuring that
place in context ol social
tice. find ourselves thoroughly

in agreement,"” he said.
The Italian premier con-
gratulated the Sheikh Hasina's
overnment for signing the
éanges water sharing agree-
ment and the peace accord on

Chittagong Hill Tracts.

Earlier, the Prime Minister

growth rate. "In this

growth takes
us-

1s 20-01-98.
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Leader of te Opposition in

5 e o
atiya Sangsad Begum

Khaleda Zia distributing warm clothes among slum
dwellers in Kamalapur area of the city late Wednesday

night.

— Star photo

BCS admin cadres

IFrom page 1

The BCS (Foreign Affairs)
Association yeslerday protested
some of the demands raised by
the BCS (Admn) Cadre Action
Committee and termed those
undesirable and unconstitu-
tional.

The association, specially
gl'l:ﬂ:«':zar«l.in,gi the serial No 7 of the

-point demand of the BCS

min) Cadre, said the demand
for reserved posts for the ad-
ministrative officials in the
Foreign Service was not desir-
able,

"There was never any system
of reserving posts in the For-
eign Ministry in the past for a
particular cadre and the de-
mand of the BCS (Admn) Cadre
is without basis and mislead-
ing,” said a press release signed
by Md Touhid Hossain, general
secretary of the BCS (Foreign
Affairs) Association.

The Foreign Service officials
said such demands as made
the BCS [Admn) Action Com-
mittee would create a scope for
other cadres to put forward sim-
ilar demands against the posts
of the BCS |Admn) Cadre.

. The BCS (Foreign Affairs)
Association called for making
the demand of u ding 50 per
cent posts of grade 6 to grade 5
at the completion of 10 years of
service to all cadres in the in-
tercst of removing anomaly in
exisling salary structure.

Meanwhile. the Association
of Finance Services formed a
16-member Action Committee
to restore inter-cadre parity
and J:areserw: it. Mohammad
Alauddin Chowdhury is con-
venor of the committee formed
at a meeting yesterday.

The meeting. chaired by Sai-
ful Islam Khan, a member of the
NBR and president of BCS (audit
and accounts) association. ex-

pressed 'satisiaction on sus-
pension of upgradation’ of the
321 posts and demanded imme-
diate cancellation of the order.

In a press release, the asso-
ciation said the meeting
strongly condemned the re-
ported "unruly behaviour of cer-
tain members of administra-
tion cadre with the Finance
Minister, Finance Secretary
and senior oflicials.”

The meeting demanded pun-
ishment to them for restoring
discipline in government ser-
vice.

It decided to submit a memo-
randum to the Prime Minister
and the Finance Minister. It
also decided to continue the
‘movement’ till their demands
are accepted. The association
will meet again at the same
venue on January 13.

The BCS (livestock) Cadre
Association also condemned
what it said provocative state-
ments and attempts by the ad-
ministrative action comnittee
to create anarchy in the Secre-
lariat, according to a press re-
lease issued by Dr Manzurul
Hu(il Bhuiya, secretary general
of the association.

Al a meeting with ils presi-
dent Dr Mohammad Hossain in
the chair, the association
thanked the Prime Minister for
‘withholding’ the upgradation
of 321 ;

It also demanded exemplary
punishment to those who made
‘provocative remarks’ in the
name of the administrative ac-
tion committee to 'create anar-
chy and undermine the image'
of the government.

In a resolution, the meeting
demanded upgradation of live-
stock officials to district level
officials and deputy directors to
remove inter-cadre disparity in

pay.

_rPak, Indian cricketers
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good bowlers. Both teams are
equally balanced but I think we
have a better edge.”

Despite the absence of two
speedsters Wasim Akram and
Wagar Younis, he thought
Aaﬂuih Javed, Azhar Mahmmad
and rookie Fazle Akbar would
be capable of taking care of the
new ball.

Latif particularly praised the
two newcomers Akbar and
middle order batsman Yousuf
Yohanna. Seamer Akbar took
87 wickets while Yousuf scored
more than seven hundred runs
including two centuries in Pak-

istan's domestic first class
cricket.

About the Dhaka pitch, the
Pakistan sﬁi{rpcr said "As far as
my knowledge, this will be a
turning pitch. That's why we
have brought three specialists
spinners Saglain Mushtag,

ushtaq Ahmed and Moham-
mad Hossain. Besides if needed
we have two part-time bowlers
— Aamir Sohail and Shahid
Alridi.

Indian cricket team led b
skipper Mohammad Azharud-
l:lin}. arrived in the city later at
night.

Talking to BSS at the airport
Azhar said, "We always play
against Pakistan unde:i'upsynhnw
logical strain, but we also play
to win.” '

He said, "We encountered
Pakistan five times in Toronto,
twice in Pakistan in the recent
days. Obviously we played well.”

"We hope to continue th
winning spree, a smiling skip-
per of Indian cricket team said.

Referring to his selection as
the captain of Indian team
Azharuddin said, "did not ex-
pect it ... and it was a big sur-
prise for me ... I'm happy.’

"Pakistan will be the prime
opponent in the meet,” he said,
adding that "Pakistan is a very
strong and capable team in
both batting bowling."

When asked about Sachin
Tendulkar, the Indian skipper
said, "he is a wonderful bats-
man but needs a little more en-
couragement, and I wish his
batting will be sparkling at the
Dhaka Stadium.”

Manager Ranga Reddy,
coach Angshuman Gaekward
and a doctor, are accompanying
the Indian squad. |

Film-star Sangita Bijlani is
accompanying her spouse
Azharuddin.
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with a black flag procession, led
by BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia. on December 21
met with President Shahabud-
din at Bangabhaban and sub-
mitted a memorandum request-
ing him to call the roundtable
after the CHT accord is
scrapped.

"The honourable President
called me to Bangabhaban on
Wednesday and talked for an
hour, expressing his inability
to convene the proposed round-
table,” the BNP leader said.

"No, the President didn't
mention any reason,” he told a
questioner.

But Bhuilyan appreciated
President Shahabuddin who
sald the national issue of the
highest importance may be dis-
cussed by the government and
the opposition both in and out-
side the Parliament without
drawing the President into any
controversy.,

"We Ell”yaaf the agreement is

BNP blames govt

ultra vires of the Constitution
and against national interest,"
he said, urging the government
to scrap the CHT accord and
take steps for restoring peace in
the region with national con-
Sersus,

"Otherwise, the government
will have to face the conse-

‘quences,” he said, further criti-

cising the accord which was
signed on December 2 "keeping
all in the dark and approved by
the cabinet on December 22."

The BNP secretary general
addressed the journalists after
Leader of the Opposition Begum
Khaleda Zia hosted an (ftar
party for the journalists at her
official residence at 29, Minto
Road.
On the much-talked tele dia-
logue between the government
and the BNP for bringing the
opposition back to Parliament
which goes into its winter ses-
sion on January 14, Bhuiyan
said no such phone call was
made to him yesterday.

Khaleda
distributes

warm clothes

By Staff Correspondent

Leader of the Opposition in
Jatiya Sangsad Khaleda Zia
distributed warm clothes
among the distressed people in
some areas in the city in the

hours of yesterday.

rime Minister Sheikh
Hasina also distributed warm
clothes among some distressed

le in the city on the day.

he BNP Chief visited
Shantinagar, AGB Colony,
Khilgaon, Bishwa Road, Naya
Paltan, High Court Road and
Sonargaon Road areas from
12:30 am to 3 am, talked with
the distressed people and dis-
tributed warm clothes among
them, said a release.
The clothes included blankets,
sweaters and other warm
clothes.

BNP leaders Sadek Hossain
Khoka MP, Jahanara Begum,
Mirza Abbas, Emran Saleh,
Sajjad Zahir and Habibul Alam
Chowdhury accompanied her.

The cold-hit people were
taken by surprise finding the
Op tion leader at the slums
and pavements. Some of them
burst into tears while some oth-
ers burst into joy, the press re-
lease said.

Meanwhile, the BNP chief in
a statement demanded that the
authorities close the schools
and colleges for two to three
weeks for sheltering the home-
less le. the worst sufferers
of the cold wave,

She also condoled the deaths
from the cold bite and appealed
to the affluent section ulP e sS0-
ciety to stand by the cold-hit

“Power plant

From page |

(Japan). The government
opened the ‘request for proposal’
for this plant in mid-July.
Later, three out of the five
companies withdrew from the
bidding on different grounds.
The Power Cell went ahead with
the remaining two bidders.
These financial offers will
now be sent to the Energy Min-
istry to announce the best bid-
der and go for the signing of fi-

nal agreement.

Sun hidden

From page 1

stray clouds gathering from
yesterday would help raise tem-
perature significantly today,
si ling the end of the current
cold wave. "The mist would also
be evaporating as the sun
gradually becomes visible", on
official said.

Our Staff Correspondent
from Khulna says: Severe cold
wave claimed five lives in three
districts.

Mohammad Osman, 60, a
beggar of Rudaghara village
under Dumuria died on
Wednesday midnight. In Bager-
hat town, Abdul Kader, 62, fell
prey to severe cold the same
night.

Besides, cold wave claimed
three lives at Sharsha thana in
Jessore district. They are
Amanatullah, 60, of Uttarpara
under Benapole union, Sho-
namia, 70, nﬁiialunpara under
Narainpur union and an other
unidentified old man.

The cold wave claimed three
more lives in Sherpur.

Haji Fayezuddin, 85, of
Shaudakura, Shakhina Khatun,
38. of Jhenaigati under Jhenai-
gati thana and Abdur Rashid,
95, of village Halghore in Kama-
ria union of Sadar thana of the
district died on Wednesday.

UNB from Sirajganj said, five
more le, three of them ba-
bies, m from cold-bite in dif-
ferent parts of the district in
two days.

The victims were identified
as Saber Ali, 45, Abu Baker, 55,
gaagu.mﬂ and dRamiua, 3. of

ar thana and Ayesa m,
7, of Tarash thana. g

JCD-BCL clash

Khulna Polytech
Instt closed

KHULNA., Jan 8: Khulna
Polytechnic Institute was
closed today following a clash
between two rival student
groups that left five students in-
uNrE , one critically, reports

After the clash, the authori-
ties declared the institute closed
till Eid vacation.

Police said the trouble took
place when the activists of pro-

Awami e Chhatra laﬁuc
and Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
brought out separate S-

sions, welcoming the freshers
of the college.

Later, police brought the sit-
uation under control.

Liquor poisoning:
One more held

By Staff Correspondent

Another person was arrested
ytst:rdgy in connection with
the incident of liquor poisoni
in which at least {13 people diel:'F
in Tejgaon area in the city.

Police said they arrested
Mizan of Kawran Bazar area for
his alleged involvement in sell-
ing liquor illegally.

Meanwhile, Tejgaon police
remanded four persons who
were arrested in this connec-
tion on Wednesday night. Court

Frantcd one-day remand for
urther interrogation.

Actress Minoti
dead

Minoti Hossain, a promi-
nent film and TV actress, died
al Bangladesh Medical College
Hospital in the city on Wednes-
day after pmlﬂnged illness. She
wal 55, reports :

Minister of State for Youth,
Sports and Cultural Affairs
Obaidul Quader expressed his
deep condolence at her death.

Director General of Shilpa-
kala Academy Azad Rahman
also condoled the death of
Minoti Hossain.

3 Ainjibi Forum
members expelled

By Court Correspondent

Jatiyatabadi Ainjibi Forum,
a lawyers nrfaninntinn, ex-
pelled three of its members yes-
terday.

meeting !

dge Court premises in the
city, ed advocates Lutfe
» Farug Ahmed and Mok-
bul iHMH fulmlu from the or-
ganisation wing t

of conflicts gy o da&

: s reportedly, over
tribution *of invitation cards

for an iftar

., scheduled
be held on -3

11 at the of-
ficial residence of the Leader of
the O tion and BNP chief*
Begum Zia.

Some Forum members were
injured and chambers of two
lawyers at the court ransacked
ﬁflterday. second day of con-

ct, when a section of Forum
members protested alleged
nepotism in distribution of in-
vitation cards by advocates Fa-
zlur Rahman and Sanaullah.

10 groups active

From page 1

ception of the problems of Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts, are now be-
ing united and strengthened to
launch various criminal acts in
the regions against the peace
accord, sources close to in-
surgent groups told residents of
Bandarban.

The organisations include
Arakan Army, Arakan Libera-
tion Party, Arakan Liberation
Front, Kyang Army, National
United Front of Arakan
(NUFA), "Marma International
Front of Araﬁa.n (MIFA), Ro-
hingya Solidafity Organisation
( ) and Kewong Party which
have indirect relationships
with anti-liberation, reac-

tionary and fundamentalist -
pul!ltlcal groups, the sources
said.

The tribal people urged the
government to take massive
precautionary measures for
curbing the destructive and
subversive activities of the
anti-Bangladesh elements.
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Please come to

Bangladesh Jute Mills Corporation

(BJMC)

BIG SALE

BJMC's Carpet at Attractive Discount

BJMC started sale of its Carpets at attractive discount from 4th
January '98 till 26th January '98.

. From 10AM-6PM (Except Friday & holiday).
Place : (1) Adamjee Court (Annex)
115-120, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.
(2) Sattar Chamber
99, Agrabad C/A, Chittagong

-day for your Carpet

Besides “Jute Blankets” are available at attractive price.
: 9555203, 9557118
9553207, 9351155 .
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