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Full points
for MSC

Mizanur Rahman Don en-
abled holders Mohammedan
S;!u'lln%::lub cross a big hurdle
in the Premier Division Foot-
ball League scoring the all im-

rtant goal against Brothers

nion Club at ur Stadium
today (Wednesday), reports
UNB.

Promising striker Don
scored the match winner in the
53rd minute utmaumman

Fasscame his way ugh Al-
az

With the day's victory, the
black and whites bagged 37
points from 16 matches, one
&otnt ahead of star-studded

uktijoddha, who have 36
from 15 ties.

The Gopibagh outfit re-
mained at the fourth place be-
hind Abahani, bagging 23
points from 16 encounters,

Yellow card: Joy
(Mohammedan) and Gobindha

(Brothers).
In the First Division e,
BRTC played to a one-all w

with Shantinagar Club at the
Army Stadium today.

am scored for BRTC in
the 70th minute while Siraj of
Shantinagar restored the parity
in the last minute.

Nat'l U-21
snooker
from Feb 23

Sports Reporter

The 14th national snooker
championship and the third
Ashok Leyland national Under-
21 meet will simultaneously
begin at the Dhaka Club from
February 23.

Interested players have been
asked to send their entries
’lhruu%h their respective affili-
ated clubs by January 31. Be-
sides, players, who are not
member of any affiliated club.
can also take part in the meet.

But all the players must be

stered with the Bangladesh
Billiard and Snooker Federa-
tion (BBSF), the organisers of
the meet said.

Div II cricket

Sports Reporter
: Eskaton Sabuj _Sangha,
' Nawabganj Sporting Club and
Uttara Sporting Club won their
respective Acme Second Divi-
sion cricket league matches at
different city venues yesterday.

Eskaton posted a comfort-
able six-wicket victory over
Nirman Ekadash at the Dhan-
mondi Club ground, Nawabganj
beat Spread es by 33 runs at
the Mirpur Outer Stadium while
Uttara registered a five-wicket
victory at the Mahakhali T&T

ground.
Arsenal in
last four

LONDON, Jan 7: West Ham
Batd dearly for a missed penalty
former Arsenal striker John
artson on Tuesday, losing 2-1
to the north London side in the
English League Cup quarterfi-
nals, reports Reuters.

Hartson, who has scored 23
Fnals since moving to West Ham
ast February, stepped up for the
spot kick after England goal-
keeper David Seaman brought
down Paul Kitson with 18 min-
utes gone.

But on a wet and muddy
pitch he miskicked the shot and
the lofty Arsenal keeper fell
upon it.

Six minutes later it was the
north Londoners who went
ahead, England striker Lan-
wright, who has scored only
once since October, accepted a
neat pass from Dutch teammate
Dennis Bergkamp and struck
the ball in the back of the net,

Shortly after half-time Marc
Overmars, Arsenal's other
Dutchman, made it 2-0 follow-
ing a mix-up in the West Ham
defence,

.....

which starts at the Dhaka Stadium from Saturday.

ety

L3

Keith Mack?nzie (R), the director of WorldTel, and his senior producer John Bodner (L)
are fixing dlffereqt equipments at the control room of the Dhaka Stadium yesterday. The
WorldTel production team will provide live coverage of the Coca Cola Independence Cup

— Star photo by Anisur Rahman

. Stadium today.

Anatoly go
ahead

LAUSANNE, Switzerland,
Jan 7: FIDE champion Anatoly | |
Karfov. playing black, deci- | |
sively outmanoeuvered his In-
dian challenger Viswanathan
Anand on Tuesday to win game
four of the World Chess Cham-

ionship in 49 moves, reports
uters.

The Russian now leads the
six-game contest with two wins
to Anand’'s one and can retain
his title by drawing the two re-
maining games.

Div I v'ball
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Jan 7: Brothers
Union Club defeated Bang-
ladesh Inland Water Transport
Authority (BIWTA) by three sets
to nil in the First Division
volleyball league at the local

KARACHI. Jan 7
(The Dawn): For-
mer Pakistan cap-
* tain Wasim Akram
,' was not consid-
L= o | ered for selection
in the 15-man team for the
South Africa and Zimbabwe
tours by the selectors, official
sources said.

The chiel executive of the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB],
Majid Khan, said from Lahore
that Wasim Akram had in-
formed him that he was in-
jured. "Since he is injured, he
was not considered for selec-
tion.” he said. The three-mem-
ber selection committee met in
Lahore to select a 15-man team

for the tour that includes five
Tests and at least nine one-day
internationals.

The fate of Waqgar Younis,
whose selection also hangs in
the balance, was also yet to be
settled.

Majid stated that Akram
hHad not informed him in how
many days he would regain his

Touch Video Club will take
on Khelaghar Kalyan Samity at
the same venue tomorrow.

Akram out in the

cold?

fitness but emphasised that
once he was injured, he was not
considered.

When Wasim Akram was
contacted late Tuesday evening,
he said he had informed the
board that he had a little mus-
cular pain, "But:l had also as-
sured them that [ would be fit in
a weeks time."” he stressed.

| Youth cricketers |

leave for SA
today

A 17-member Bangladesh
th ericket team, led by Al-
hahriar Rokon, leaves for
South Africa today to'take part
in the World Youth Cup begin-

ning on January 11, reports

Mohammad Jalal Younus,
an executive committee mem-
ber of Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB), and Moshiuddin
Ahmed are accompanying the
team as manager and coach re-
spectively.

Hang#adeah quaiified for the
finals of the championship as
the Asian champions.

The 19-day final round in-
volves nine Test playing na-
tions and seven associate mem-
ber countries.

The participating countries
are: Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Pakistan, India, West Indies,
Australia, New Zealand, Eng-
land, Zimbabwe, Kenya, Scot-
land, Ireland, Denmark, Nami-
bia, Papua New Guinea and
hosts South Africa.

Split into four groups, the
teams will play in round robin
league and then the grou
champions and runners-up will
{:;Itz;y in the Super League for the

e,

Bangladesh, who have been
placed in Sobers Group with
Namibia, New Zealand and
England, will take on Namibia
iln2 eir first match on January

The Bangladesh team man-
ager told the news agency that
his team is quite capable of fac-
ing their group opponents.

"Our boys will put their ef-
fort hundred cent,” he said.

The members of the team
are: Al-Shahriar Rokon (cap-
tain), Sabbir Khan Shafin (vice-
captain), Abdul Hannan Sar-
kar, Ehsanul Mushfiqur Rah-
man, Mehrab Hossain, Sajal
Chowdhury, Golam Mortuza,
AKM Ahsanullah, Manjurul
Islam, Shahnewaj Kabir Shuv-

ro, Rashidul Fahim Montasir .

Rahman. Tanvirul Islam Khan,
Towhid Hossain. Rubayat Sai-
ful Islam.

L L
Restriction
Sports Reporter

The spectators of the Cola-
Cola Independence Cup will
only be allowed to carry water

bottles and musical instru-
ments into the Dhaka Stadium.

Former West Indi-
es pacer Michael
Holding is con-
vinced that the
‘time has come for
' Courtney Walsh to
be replaced as captain of the
regional team. But he says that
Brian Lara is not now a suitable
candidate for the position and
Walsh should therefore be
retained as skipper for the
fnrthg?mintg England ftﬂlll'.
according to a report of The
Trinidad ress. £ : ;
Writing in .the Sunda
Times, the newspaper for whic
he will cover the Januafy 16 to
April 8 tour, Holding wrote that
the captaincy issue is "not an

one",

ua%hercaunn.heua . Is that
the 35-year-old ir{gumh:nt
‘cannot lead a long-term re-
E:rnmu‘nI dm]:ht whether he will

ue playing international
cricket after the end of the Eng-
land tour." Elaborating, Hold-
ing adds this dismissive -
graph about Lara, whose ﬁ
tion to the leadership of the
team many now see as likely to
arrest the current slide.

“Were there any suitable
candidate other than Brian
Lara, | w't::-:ld advocate that a
new man be appairited now. "On
the field, ! have no argument
with Lara - he is clearly a better
captain than Walsh, Hut he has
followed his own agenda be-
yond the boundary and that
could set the wrong example,"

“The board should turn to
him.” he concludes, "only if he
is prepared to devote 100 per
cent of his attention to the team
by r:utttng out some of his other
interests.”

The Jamaican quickie who
retired from the Test arena in
1987 with 249 wickets to his
credit. argues that cricket in the
region has gone downhill over
the past couple of with the
authorities "looking in the
wrong direction for answers' to
the problems.

Saying that the West Indies
Cricket rd's solution of re-
placing managers, coaches and
captains, has not brought any
improvement, he suggests that
eyes should turn in the direc-
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Hbl&in_g on Windies captaiﬁc

tion of new blood. "Although we
have been losing Tests for a
number of years, the selectors
have basically stood by  the

- i

MICHAEL HOLDING

same group of players. It is time
to look nd the surface."

He added that official re-
ports compiled by team offi-
cials have been ignored and
need to be taken more seriously.
“Coaches, managers and cap-
tains,” he declares, “have been
used as scapegoats”.

He laments the attitude, the
lack of commitment he saw
displayed by some of the play-
ers in Pakistan.

"They didn't seem to under-
stand what it means to the peo-
tp]E of tttll_le West Irlidies to have a
eam at is playin roper
cricket,"” 'v.rritnz:sﬂHg;lr:ligngl:.J ”apnd
they were not prepared to put in
the effort.” So what is to be
done? According to Holding,
wholesale changes are neces-

?I?:lr}f but they have to be "phased

"The selectors must take a
good look at the squad which
toured Pakistan. They could
take five or six out, keeping the
nucleus to provide experience
while drafting in youngsters in
the right positions,” he recom-
mends.

Going further, he says that
Sherwin Campbell, Lara, Carl
Hooper and Shivnarine Chan-
derpaul should be retained.

“But they .must start per-
forming," he stresses. "If Lara,
Hooper and Chanderpaul con-
centrate on time at the crease,
rather than going for big shots,
only two more batsmen will be
needed.

"If they continue to give their
wickets away, their positions

. will have to be looked at.”

Looking at the options
available to the selectors, he
says there is a case for recallfng
Jimmy - Adams, "a proven
"player- with a Test -average of
more than 50" and identifies '
"Sylvester Joseph or Leon Gar-
rick as candidates for the spare

batting place”. s
Turning to the bowl
"Whispering Death” ba

Curtly Ambrose for one-m
series "provided he r
from the injury that’ fopesEl
to miss thé' Sharjah touriis
ment". He picks Meryyn Dillon, -
recently fingered as a potential
destroyer by Holding's fast
bowling contemporary Colin
Croft, as the lavourite to com-
plete a cﬂuarlet of guickies along
with Walsh and Franklyn Rose.
But he adds that, genuine
speedster Reon King:' the
Guyanese youngster who toured
South Africa, and "Nixon
McLean should keep the pres-

sure on for the fast bawling
places. i
Holding does nm-'_«?rethide .

the possibility of a”spinner”
claiming a place. But, he says, |
Ehey need to do'a l]l:it of work.
xamining young leg-spinner
Rawl LEW%S:; c:ginrr% =
Pakistan, Holding co
that he "showed he has'
ability ... but the numniber
balls he delivered was ridicu-
lous". b s
And he ends with a stidging
though only implied criticism
of the administration: "Here
was another young West 'In-y
dian,” he writes, "arriving at thg?
highest level with obvious basi
problems that shculd have
}mned out before he pgot t
ar.

&
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Action from yesterday's Premier Division football league
encounter between Mohammedan Sporting Club and
Brothers Union at the Mirpur Stadium. Mohammedans
— Star photo

won the match 1-0.

Premier
Abahani KC vs Muktijoddha

Surrey recruit
Saglain

ISLAMABAD, Jan 7: Sag-
lain Mushtaq is set to sign a
new season's contract with Sur-
rey.

The county has offered him
fifty thousand pounds deal for
the 1998 season, it was learnt
here on Monday, reports The
Dawn newspaper of Pakistan.

The off-spinner said the deal
‘is to be finalised within a few
days'.

To a question Saqlain said,
the pitches prepared in Pak-
istan do nol support spinners
neither dn ‘> asgsist the {ast
bowling. "These pitches do not
take turn, either they are assist-
ing the batsmen most of the
time or they are under pre-

The spinner said that the au-
thorities concerned should take
stock of the situation and pre-
pare better wickets so that
cricketers could groom and
sharpen their skills.

TODAY'Ss MATCHES
Division Football

d KC

mur Stadium, 2:15 pm} h:

Dhanmondi Club vs Wari Clu

(Army Stadium, 2:15 pm)
First Division Cricket

Gul;laiha,gh FA vs Bangladt;h
Railwa

(City Club)

I

Thursday 8th January World Today 1:30 World Li House Arrest VJ Ranvir 8:30 12:00 Exireme Sports: High 5
(All programmes are in local  Fim Of The Year 2:00 BB Close Up Close Encounters 9:00 STAR MOVIES 12:30 WWF, Raw 2:30 World
time tl.l'l}'l-lbiﬂ?l to last minute _I’h‘_'s‘;rﬁduﬂaws ;:3!] World Focus: ‘h‘ld%ﬂ-cl.iir; nF?l:nshuh;dt E;ﬂﬂ TDum Judo Championships Hyundai
change., oney Programme 3:00 on ! iberty First Day .30 Comedy: Recrui ; World Judo jonships 4:30

BBC World News 3:30 Hard Talk First 10:30 Malibu Jammin 1;?0“ J d”; D,md’;,; 511“33 Golf Programming World Cor-
4:00 BBC World News 4:30 VJ Sophiya 11:00 Freestyle Film Club: The Doors 1:30 Film Poate Golf Challenge
BTV World Living: Holiday 5:00 The 11:30 Tum On T [V] 2:30 V. b "aciond Best 15 3:30
508 Ooacs World Today 6:30 Wild World News 3:00 By Demand VJ Trey < o ?:E il Moon High 15
bt Prog amouncement, Al Widife On One 7:00 BBC World ~ 3:30 Tum on TV 4:00 Asian  £On%CY: T4 HO0F T o0 ESPN
urar, Trogramme summary - News inc World Business Re- Top 20 4:30 V News 5:00 Asian : i St S
3:10 Recitation from the Geeta ot inc. Asia Today World Busi-  1op 20 countinued Adventure. Covinglon T3S 15 . g00am Atiantic Coast Confer
3:15 Patriotic Songs 3:20 TV ness Report. 24 7:30 The W 9:30 US Top Ten 10:00 Film Bt ' :
por, 24 T: orld ence Basketball Florida State vs.

Coaching 3:50 Sandha Maloti

4:00 The News 4:30 School De- : Film Club: Wide Sargasso Sea
bate 5:15 Open Sfi- E‘?,S'H:;g ?raaﬂ.ﬁ_g %%% News 6:30am Ninaad 7:30 Good 18 (Arabic suhm}glzfm Ro-
versiy 800 Religion and Lils S0/ o0 B 0 BEC Workd  yoring India 9:30 Awaaz 10:00  mance: Bed of Roses 15 4:00
Elﬁgﬂ'ﬂdﬁﬂ] ini 7:00 BBC W ‘m News 11:30 : The Bnaskar Ghose Show 10:30 Horror: Tomb of Ligela 12 §:30
The News 7:05 Programme on U World News 11:30 World ~ \yanaia's Ak 11:00 The Oprah il Ciub: Mixed Blessings 15
Health 7:25 Independent Day e iont Tomrvag v i200  Winfrey Show 12:00noon E!

Programme B8:00 News in oday 1: alk Features "Crimson Tide® 12:30

Bangla 8:40 Bangla Film 10:00
The News 15?3?% la Film

: ; : BBC World News 3:30 World il 3+ 7:30 Cricket Classic 8:30 Volvo  center LIVE 2:00 Motorsport
Banoie 1138 Tooo oWs_ N Living: Classic Adventure 4:00  4:00 The Crveidl Mese 5.0 13 World Cup Showjumping Lon-  Asia 2:30 NBA Basketball LOs
ramme Summa # 'iﬂ m BBC World News inc World Wonder TEE 5:30 Smaill Won- don, UK 9:30 Extreme Sports: Angeles Lakers vs. Vancouver
Sl St Business Report,inc. Asia Today 4o/ 6.00pm Daal Mein Kala 6:30  High 5 10:00 Skate Intemational  Grizzlies 5:00 Sportscenter In-
World Business Report, 24 Kohra 7:00 Ek Lamha Saath  Champions Series 11:30 Cricket.  ternational Edition 5:30 World

' Hours Tumhare 7:15 The Trial Show Gavaskar: Beyond The Bounday Squash Doubles Championships
BBC 7:30 Star News (Hindi} 8:00  12:00 Motorsports: Max Power  6:30 Suggrbuuis Tcrneq V8.

SEEgpRp s Philips Meri Awaz Suno 8:30 Rin  1:00 Watersports World 2:008th  Thadzi 7:30 Sportscenter Inter-
6:00am BBC World Headlines - ~ Ek Do Teen 9:30 Star News World Swimming Champi-  national Edition 8:00 European
6:05 USA Direct 6:30 World .  6:00am Tum on TV 6:30 V 10:00 Are You Being Served?  onships-perth LIVE 6:00 Boal-  Football Weekly 9:00 Winter X-
Living: Holiday 7:00 BBC World - News Over the Edv 7:00 The 10:30 Baywatch 11:30 The Bold  ing: Whitbread Round The World ~ Games-Day-1 12:00 SCCA Pro
News inc World Business Re-  Ride 7:30 Rewind V. and the Beautiful 12:00 Santa  Race 6:30pm WWF, Raw 8:30  Rally Sries 1997 Maine Winter
Br.l. inc. Asia Tnda: World  8:30 Tumn On T [V] 1m Barbara 1:00 Star News 1:30  The Road To Nagno 9:00 Soc-  Rally 12:30 Fintess America
iness Reporl, 24 Hours  Demand 2:30 Liberty First Murder She Wrote 2:30 Mystery  cer: Spanish League Highlights  Pageant 1997 Sries 1:00
10:00 BBC World News 10:30 . First Show 3:00 BPL Oyel 4: Movie: B L Stryker *The  9:30 Cricket up Close 10:00 Bo%'uh 1:30 Aerobics : Co-
World Focus : The Money Pro-  Tum On T [V] 5:30 Music Dancer's Touch® 4:30 The Op- Wurlﬁ?wmniqmmhipl Ed Training 2:00 Aerobics: Cory
rmﬂ:ﬂﬂt:ﬂmﬂm date Tﬂmnm On TLE erah Winfrey Show 5:30 21 11:00 5s-Int'l | Soc-  Everson's Gotta Sweal 2:30 An-
1:30 Hard Talk 12:00 The  7:00 VJ Trey 8 Jump Street cer C'ships Event Highlights  dersen Consulting World

Today 8:30 World Living: Top

2:00 BBC World News 2:30
World Focus: Panorama 3:00

Club: Mixed Blessings

STAR PLUS

Allo Allo 1:00 Nine to Five 1:30
Due South 2:30 The Bold and

15 12:00

STAR SPORTS

Coast Conference Basketball

tion 11 :FoOolball:

12:00 Superbouts 1:00

Maruland LIVE 800 Atlantic
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Dhaka » hﬂg{idﬂh « 1998

According to a securily offi-
cial, any person found with
fire-crackers or any other ille-
gal items while entering the
stadium will be declared per-
sona non grata and his ticket
will be cancelled.

Meanwhile, the organisers
yesterday warned the public not

to buy tickets [rom any other
sources than the designated ten
branches of Al-Baraka Bank.

Exhibition h’ball

CHITTAGONG, Jan 7: Visit-
irll_g Sportler Rust Sportler Club
of Germany beat Chittagong
Mahanagari Krira sangstha 19-
11 in an exhibition handball
match hﬂt:l:l at Dampara Police
Line ground here today, reports
BSS. Y. repo

The winners led the first
half 7-6.

Che Daily Star TV Guide

SINGAPORE, Jan
7. England and
German said
Wednesday they
hope to avoid a
repeat of the
costly, bitter bat
tle that Japan South Korea
waged to become hosts for the
2 World Cup, reports AP.

The only two announced
candidates for the 2006 compe-
tition fear a head-to-head battle
will be expensive and could lead
to a split among European vot-
ers when FIFA makes a decision
in June 2000.

That could leave the door
open for another possible bid-
der — perhaps a South Ameri-
can country like Brazil or Ar-
gentina, or South Africa, Egypt
or Morocco — to take soccer's

blg%eat event,
ut while neither Germany's
Franz Beckenbauer nor Eng-
land’'s Bobby Charlton would
rule out co-hosting, as Ja
and South Korea are doing,
said they are assembling their
solo bids with one goal: to win.

Keith Cooper, FIFA's chief
spokesman, reiterated the i-
tion of soccer's governing
that the Japan-South Korea sit-
uation was unique and would
stay that way.

ere is every intention of

... going back to one single
country., and we are not con-
templating in any way the co-
hosting option,"” he said.

Beckenbauer created a stir at
Football Expo 98, soccer's first
global trade fair, when he was
quoted Tuesday as telling re-
porters that Germany be
amenable to sharing the 2006

Bitter rivals-to play faij

tournament.

Charlton. the spiritual
leader ol England's bid, said
Wednesday that was news to
him.

Beckenbauer, questioned
Wednesday for clarilication af-
ter the German federation said
co-hosting was out of the ques-
tion, said he worries that com-

eting European bids could
eave the continent empty —
handed — and Germany and
England with empty pockets.

He said that with neither
country willing to back down,
he hopes FIFA will sit down
with both and tell one to drop
oult.

As for co-hosting. he said:
"We don't have an objection.
The English federation have
biEiJIn our [riends for a long pe-
riod.

FIFA decided in May 1996 to
award the 2002 finals to Japan
and Korea after a fierce, divi-
sive campaign between the two.

Since then, preparations
have been markec]j by disagree-
ments on most major issues,
and although the two sides say
the atmosphere has improved
recently, there still is evidence
of hurt pride.

"It is very regrettable as we
were working to host the World
Cup alone,” said Japan World
Cup spokesman Akira Odajima.

South Korea has refused to
say how much it spent for its
bid; Japan says it spent nearly
67 million dollars. Both com-
mitted billions of dollars to
build new stadiums.

"We had some criticism from
mass media for spending too
much money.” Odajima said.

"But we think we spent t
money honestly and eff
tively."

Charlton vowed Engla
will commit "nothing near th

gébgﬂs that were spent . ir{

mafix

TEHRAN, Jan 7: lran g
Tuesday it was weighin cgj:-
tions between three high profile .

international coaches to 'R
its national team at the 19
World Cup finals in France, re<
ports AFP.
German coach lldo Lattek.
Portuguese Eduardo Vingada
and Argentine Carlos Bilardo
have all indicated interest in
the job, said Mohsen Safai-.
"Farahani, the head of the Iran
Football Federation.- i
He told the official Iranian .
news agency IRNA that a com-
mittee was reviewing its op-.
tions and would make’'a final
decision by January 15, C
Farahani said the Brazilian
coach Valdeir Vierra. who was
ven the job last month, had
"unable to propose an ac-
ceptable programine to prove.
his ability to lead the Iranian..
leam.”, A
Vierra, who led the fran SIg¢
to a World Cup play-off, tritg
over Australia on away goals;on
November 29, was retained &f-
ter Iran failed to hire a top In-

ternational coach. .
Both Bilardo. who coached

Argentina to the 1986 title, and
Vingada had previously turned
down the job.
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