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T ~ Whoisthe Australia cricket

~coach?

Lillee Marsh Simpson
2| Whoisthe Argentina soccer
| coach?

f .| Passarella| Venables Cruyfl
18| Which county will Laralead
next year?
Essex | Durham | Warwickshire

4] Who hit the first century in |
this year's Premier Division |

cricket league? - |
Nadim Saeed Kazmi

5| Wholifted the women's singles '
: title of the national TT

championships?
Linu Tumpa Zulekha |
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Ian Healy
: (Australia’s No 1 wicket-
" keeper)
"I doubt if I'll play any more
one-day internationals, though
I'll always be available.”
After not being included in

the limited-over side,
Seeds sail
GOLD COAST, Australia, Jan
7: Second seed Ruxandra
Dragomir of Romania and
fourth seed Ai Sugiyama of
Japan overcame slow starts to
‘post second round wins at the
gAustralian women's hardcourt
championship Wednes-
orts AP.
p seed Brenda Schultz-
M y of the United States
had less trouble in beating
“compatriot Corina Morariu 6-4,
6-2 in her rain-affected second
rounid match.
+ “*5chultz-McCarthy will face
Venezuela's Maria Vento in the
Quarterfinals. Vento beat sev-
enth-seeded Elena Likhovtseva
-of Russia en Tuesday.
. .+Dragomir beat Magdalena
JGrzybowska of Poland 7-6 (7-5),
"6-4, while Sugiyama defeated
‘Australia’s Catherine Barclay
-7-6 (7-4), 6-1. Also in the second
round, Shi-Ting Wang of Tai-
.wan mastered the gusting winds
to beat Australia’'s Rachel Mc-
Quillan 1-6, 6-4, 6-4.
:*  The win gave Wang, 24, re-
Wenge for a first-round loss to
dcMillan in this tournament

- ~oLrQIE winds earlier in the
y made conditions difficult,
Pdut-Wang was able to handle
ithem against McQuillan, Aus-
‘trzlia’'s highest-ranked woman
at No. 48 in the world.

Wang, with a world ranking

‘of 88 and six WTA singles titles
to her credit, said she went into
the match buoyed by advice
from her father and coach Wen-
Chih. ) '

Wang next faces Dragomir in
the quarterfinals.-

In other maiches Sarah
Pitkowski of France beat
Denisa Chladkova of the Czech
Republic 6-1, 7-5 and next faces
Sugiyama, while South Africa's
Mariaan <. Swardt beat Jana
Ifmclarr of Germany 6-4, 2-6, 6-
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:(i'ﬂrld No. & tennis player
: -Y:?genﬁ' Kafelnikov withdrew
" from the Australian Open on

ay to miss the event for

u:;nd_ year running, re-
" Kafelnikov pulled out of this
week's ATP t?uﬂament in
Qatar because of a knee in X
- He also suffered slightjlg:};al
' when fireworks exploded
. mear him during a New Year's
celebration with friends in
Frankfurt.

Kafelnikov withdrew from

last E:ar‘a Australian Open af-
ter fracturing his right hand

while working out at a Mel-
e the week before the

am tournament

= 'Kafelnikov missed three

of @ast . season but
well enough to reach the
in

played
season-ending finals
Frankfurt, where he lost the fi-
nal against Pete Sampras.

‘Yevgeny misses

. MELBOURNE. Jan 7: Russia's

KANDY, Jan 7

(Reuters, AP,

AFP): Opener

- Marvan Atapattu

- hit his second

< Test century l::rlpi

lot Sri Lanka to a solid 265 for

four wickets at the close of the

opening daﬁ of the first Test
a

against Zimbabwe today.
- The stylish right-hander
faced 276 balls and struck 16

boundaries in his unbeaten 129
which settled the home side al-
ter fast bowler Heath Streak
took two quick wickets in the
morning session.

Atapattu and Aravinda de
Silva, with 75, steadied the Sri
Lankan innings with a third
wicket stand ol 140. Atapattu's
previous best score was 108
against India at Mohali last
year.

Streak had Sanath Jaya-
suriya leg before wicket for six.
He then forced Roshan Ma-
hanama to fend at a sharp, ris-
ing delivery and Zimbabwe cap-
tain Alistair Campbell held a
difficult catch in the slips. Ma-
hanama made seven.

De Silva continued his
sparkling form of 1997 to hit an
impeccable 75 which included
one six and nine fours, before
he mistimed a drive and was
caught in the covers.

ipper Arjuna Ranatunga
played a short cameo innings of
27 with a six and two fours.
adding 53 with Atapattu for the
fourth wicket before bein
bowled around his IEF,S by ofi-
spinner Andy Whittall.

Al close of play Hashan
Tillekeratne was 11 not out.

Earlier Sri Lanka, with their
powerful batting line-up.
elected to bat after winning the
Loss.

"It is a good pitch to bat and

we are confident of a good
score," said Sri Lankan captain
Arjuna Ranatunga after calling
the coin right.

Marvan's marvellous 2nd

The match is being played at
Asigiriya Stadium in the tem-

le town of Kandy in central Sri
anka.

The home side has made
three changes in the team that
drew the third and final Test
against India in Bombay last
month.

Zimbabwe gave 25-year-old
right hand batsman Murra
Goodwin his first Test cap while
Sri Lanka opted for the left-arm
spin of Jayantha Silva and left
out Kumara Dharmasena.
Wicket-keeper Romesh
Kaluwitharana has been re-
called, strengthening the bat-
ting line and off-spinner Mut-
tiah Muralitharan is also back
in the side after an injury kept
him out in Mumbali.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard al the close of
lay on the first day of the first
est between Zimbabwe and Sri

Lanka at the Asigiriya Stadium
on Wednesday:

SRI LANKA: First innings
Jayasuriya lbw Streak 6
Atapattu not out 129
Mahanama ¢ Campbell b Streak 7

De Silva ¢ Whittall b Huckle 5
Ranatunga b A Whittall &7
Tillekeratne not out 11
Extras: [Ib-1, nb-9) 10
Total: (For 4 wickets) 265

To bat: Remesh Kaluwitha-
rana, Chaminda Vaas, Ravin-
dra Pushpakumara. Muttiah
Muralitharan, Jayantha Silva.

Fall of wickets : 1-16; 2-33:
3-173;: 4-226.

O M R w
Streak 24 B8 58 2
B Strang 21 4 65 0
P Stran 2) 6 & 0
Whittal 14 2 31 1
Huckle 11 2 4] ]

SYDNEY. Jan 7:
Shane Warne can
double his exist-
ing tally and cre-
ate a new record

-

f

by taking 600 Test
wickets before the end of his
career, according to former
Australia Test captain Richie
Benaud, reports Reuters.

Benaud, who took 248 Test
wickets between 1952 and 1964,
said Warne was easily capable
of eclipsing the world record ol
434 wickets, held by retired In-
dian all-rounder Kapil Dev.

"If he {(Warne) goes on for as
long as 1 did. he will play for
another six years, when he’ll be
34 and if you do your sums,
that's another 300 wickets,
giving him 600." said the 67-
yvear-old television commenta-

tor, who captained Australia 28
lines.

Leg-spinner Warne claimed
his 300th Test wicket — becom-
ing the 13th bowler in history
to achieve the feat — in the sec-
ond Test against South Africa
on Monday.

Warne has played 63 Tests
for Australia, the same number
as Benaud, another leg-spinner,
since making his debut against
India in January 1992,

“Shane's got 300 wickets, ]
%gl 248 — he is a much better

wler than I was,” Benaud was
quoted as saving in the Aus-
tralian newspaper today.

In reaching the milestone,
Warne completed match figures
of 11 for 109 against South
Africa. the decisive perfor-

mance in Australia’s ecrushing
win by an innings and 21 runs
inside four days at the Sydney
Cricket Ground.

Wame, who boasts a Test av-
erage of 23.56, won praise from
another former Australia Test
leg-spinner, Kerry O Keefee.

"He simply bowls the best
leg-breaks that have ever been
bowled." O'Keefee told the Syd-
ney Morming Herald newspaper.

RICHIE BENAUD

Warne, at 28, was the second
youngest bowler to take 300
wickels behind Kapil, who
clainied his wickels in 131
Tesls at an average of 29.65.

Warne was also the fourth
fastest, in terms of Test

Richie rates Shane high

2]
—

malches played, to reach the
300 milestone behind three fast
bowlers Dennis Lillee,
Richard Hadlee and Malcolm
Marshall. who are all retired.

If he maintains his form and
stays in the game long enough,
injury looms as the only threat
to Warne.

In May 1996, the Victoria
captain underwent surgery on
the fourth finger of his bowling
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SHANE WARNE

hand, an injury caused by the
constant strain on the joint
caused by spinning the ball.

He has also been troubled by

LU S e L o

a sore right shoulder this sea- |

son and requires regular phys-
iotherapy and massage.

PERTH, Jan 7
(Reuters/AFP):
World number two
Pat Rafter clawed
his way back from
the brink of defeat
to beat Carlos Moya and set
Australia up for an unlikely
victory over top seeds Spain in
the Hopman Cup today.

The US Open champions,
playing his first tournament on
home soil since his New York
triumph, trailed 1-4 in the third
set after throwing away the sec-
ond 1-6.

But he belatedly found his
rhythm against the Barcelona
baseliner, broke Moya's serve
and went on to take the tie-
break 8-6 fcra 7-5, 1-6, 7-6 win
in the {eam tournament.

"There was little crocodile
dundee in me — I went walka-
bout,"” the 25-year-old Queens-
lander said.

Rafter and teammate
Annabel Elloowd then beat
Moya and Arantxa Sanchez-
Vicario 7-5, 6-2 in the mixed
doubles rubber for a 2-1 win
over the tnj) seeds in the eight-
team round robin tournament.

Sanchez-Vicario had earlier
beat Elloowd 6-2, 6-4 in the
women's singles.

On the fourth day of the
900.000 Australian dollars at
Burswood Dome tournament.,
the 26-year-old beat the home
country's inexperienced El-
loowd, 19, ranked a lowly 93rd,
in the women's singles,

Making light of stiffness just
above her right elbow, Sanchez-
v:;ariu won 6-2, 6-4 in 67 min-
utes,

"The arm is a little bit tight.
but it is nothing serious," the
Spaniard said after rubbing the
area near the elbow several
times during the match. "I am
just halppy that I won."

So far this week, Rafter has
failed to show the kind of form
to justify his number two rank-
ing ahead of the Australian
Open, the first Grand Slam of
the year.

The man voted "the world's
sexiest athlete" by a US mag
zine has been trying instead
dam the expectations of his
legion of fans.

"I think there's weeks when
I'm %ﬂing to have good weeks,
but | lost about 29 times last

year,” he explained. "I'm going
to have my fair share of losses,
it's just a question of when they
come,

Rafter and Elloowd on
Thursday meet Karol Kucera
and Karina Habsudova of Lhe
Slovak Republic for a place in
Saturday's final.

Kucera, ranked 24ih in the
world, has been one of the most

-

Aussies astound Spain
'Y

consistent players in the tour-
nament and on Tuesday he
managed to dispose of Sweden's
Thomas Enqvist.

Also on Thursday, Cedric
Pioline and Mary Pierce of
France meet Chanda Rubin and
Jonathan Stark of the United
States and Moya and Sanchez-
Vicario meet Sweden's Enqvist
and USA's Carlsson.

US Open champion and world number two Patrick Rafter
of Australia plays a backhand shot against Spanish Carlos
Moya during their Hopman Cup encounter in Perth,
Australia om Jan 7. Rafter won 7-5, 1-6, 7-6 (8-6),

— AP/UNB photo
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McGrath |

doubtful

SYDNEY, Jan 7. Australia's
ker fast bowler Glenn McGrath
will miss the next four one-day
cricket matches because of a
feared abdominal muscle tear
and may not recover in time for
the deciding third cricket Test
against South Africa, reports
Reuters,

McGrath said after a visit to
doctors today he would defi-
nitely miss the next four one-
day matches in the current tri-
nation series against South
Africa and New Zealand.

"There's probably a tear in
the abdominal muscle which
isn't good," McGrath told re-
porters after a function launch-
ing a congratulatory fax service
for the Australian team com-
peting in the world swimming
championships. "The one-day-
ers are a no-show,” he said.

Selectors on Tuesday rested
McGrath for the next two
matches, but he said then he
would be fit for the third Test.

Australia won the second
Test against South Africa on
Monday by an inning and :21
runs to take a one-nil lead (n
the series that has been billed
as South Alrica's challenge to
Australia’'s unofficial status as
world Test champions.

Australia is scheduled to
play at least four one-day
matches before the January 30

start of the third Test in Adelide
and may play as many as seven |
one-day matches if it makes the |
series of three final matches.

McGrath said the final re-
sults of medical tests of the in-
ll%ry would be avallable on

ursday and he would have a
clearer idea of how soon he
would recover.

He said it could take three to
four weeks to recover [rom such
an injury, leaving little room
for error before the Test begun.

“I'm hoping it will be fine.”

Farina pulls
through

AUCKLAND. Jan 7: Sixth
seed Silvia Farina of Italy beat
Austrian qualifier Barbara
Schwartz 3-6, 6-3, 6-1 in the
second round Wednesday to ad-
vance to the quarterfinals of
the New Zealand Classic wom-
;111:;5 tennis tournament, reports

Farina next faces Julie
Halard-Decugis of France on
Thursday. Halard-Decugis beat
Catalina Cristea of Romania 6-
2, 7-5 in another second round
encounter Wednesday at the
Stanley Street courts.

Farina struggled early in her
match against Schwartz, 18
who only made the qualifying
draw on a wild card. _

Schwartz started strongly,
but wilted in the heat and hu-
midity after winning the first
set

'She is still 18, but she
played a great match and it was
reagly tlough today,” Farina
said.

Farina has yet to beat
Halard-Decugis in four previous
four matches.

Halard-Decugis, back to
playing after a layoff because of
injury, was pleased with her
win bul admitted she lacked
match fitness.

‘I'm suffering from a bit of
muscle soreness which happens
after such a long layofl. but now
it is a matter of getting as many
games as | can.,” the French
woman said.

Elsewhere. top seed Sandrine
Testud of France made short
work of her second round
opponent, Slovakia's Janette
Husarova, winning 6-2, 6-0 to
se€t up a quarterfinal against
1996 classic champion Sandra
Cacic of the United S*~tes

Cacic advanced when her
German n%onenl. Meike Babel,
withdrew Wednesday morning
suffering from influenza.

Tamarine Tanasugarn of
Thailand, the seventh seed, beat
Japan's Yuka Yoshida 7-5, 7-6
in the second round and next
faces tournament third seed
Dominique van Roost of Bel-
glum.

Van Roost downed Czech
Lenka Nemeckova 6-0, 6-4.

Anne Miller of the United
States beat Cristina Torrens-
Valero of Spain 7-5, 7-5. also in
the second round, and next
faces compatriot Lisa Raymond.

Olympic torch’s
troublous
travel

TOKYO, Jan 7: A blizzard
blew out the Olympic flame

1
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American Erica Rose swims for the 5-kilometre open water race gold at the World Swim-
ming Championships in Perth, Australia on Jan 7.

World Championships start

— AP/UNB photo

First gold Akatiev's

PERTH. Austra-
lia. Jan 7: School-
girl Erica Rose
powered the Uni-
ted States to two
gold medal son
the opening day of the World
Swimming Championships
Wednesday. reports AP.

Rose. 15. fromm Cleveland,
Ohio. was an easy victor in the
women's 5-kilometre open wa-
ter swimming event on a benign
Inc'ian Ocean course.

Her victory also led the US to

a team gold medal, added to the
results of John Flanagan and
Austin Ramirez in the men's

eve it earlier. Flanagan was
eighth and Ramirez 15th be-
hind Russian Alexei Akatijev,
who took the honour of the first
gold medal of the meet.

Russia's team took the silver

and Italy claimed bronze.

Rose left behind a erowded
ack lull of danger at the
taliway mark of her first ma-

jor international meet and was
never troubled

She finished in 59 minutes,

23.5 secunds. Edith van Dijk of
the Netherlands was second in

one hour. 58 80 seconds with
Peggy Buchse of Germany third
in 1:01.05.80.

'l knew [ had a good chance
and it was my goal, It was a sur-
prise that [ was as far ahead as |
was, but I'm not surprised | won
it.” Rose said.

Despite her confidence,
Rose's previous best perfor-
mance was a third-placing at
last year's Pan-Pacific in the
1500-metre event behind two
compaltriots.

She missed out on keeping a
bronze medal under Pan-Pacific
rules preventing one nation
[rom sweeping medals.

Rose was hugged at the end of
the swim by her parents Bob
and Carolyn, and 12-year-old
brother Brad.

"l love having them here but
| won't say I wouldn't have won
it they weren't here," Rose said.

Russia’'s dual European
champion Akatiev made the
most of his favored calm condi-
tions.

Akatiev, a 1500-metre final-
iIst in the pool at the Atlanta
Olympics. overtook Australian
leenager Ky Hurst about 400 me-
tres from the finish as the pair

headed into a sheltered har-
bour.

Akatiev finished in 55 min-
utes, 18.60 seconds with Hurst
clocking 55:24.90 and third-

laced Luca Baldini of Italy
nishing in 55:37.40.

"l didn't know | had won un-
til I touched the finishing pad.”
Akatiev said.

Hurst, a 17-year-old surf
lifesaver more suited to a heavy
swell, was racing in just his
seconsd major open water swim.

Akatiev won the 5-kilometre
and 25-kilometre double at the
Seville European champi-
onships last year in calm water.

“When I saw him coming
home | felt like decking him.”
Hurst said. "But I'm pretty
happy to finish second to some-
one with s0 much experience.”

Baldini, 21, was surprised by
his bronze medal despite a
third-placing behind Akatiev
in Seville.

‘I'm very happy. My physio
'}.vm{';tdmad at the finish because
1e didn't expect such a fin-
ish,” HEI](HT‘HEEHHIL £aod

'l was hoping

for a top 10
finish — not this." -
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ADELAIDE, Jan 7:
Andre Agassi put
his preparation
for this month's
Australian Open
into gear Wednes

day when he came from behind
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three times in northern Japan
today du a nationwide relay
of the torch which began the
previous day, Olympic officials
said, reports AFP,

The [lame was extinguished
repeatedly in Aomori prefec-
ture, 600 kilometers north of
Tokyo, an oflicial of the Na-

ano Olympic Organising
ommittee said.

It's been really cold with
strong winds in Aomori prefec-
ture but there is no need to
worty because we always have a
back-up fire,” the official said.

The flame was also blown
out in Miyazaki Prefecture,
1,040 kilometers south of
Tu1¥u. the official said.

he %gmric torch will
travel 1,150 kilometers through
all of -.gl.ran's 47 prefectures be-
fore arriving in lgagann for the
18th Winter Olympics.

Some 7,000 people inclu
celebrities are joining the rela
to ¢ the symbolic flame.
arrived in Tokyo late last
month after being lit at
Eill?fttlr]:plla in ?r?xmcﬁlt e ancient

place ol the ics, on
December 19. i

The Winter Olympics, the

second to be held in Asia after

the 1972 in the Japanese
ity of Sapporo, begin on
ruary 7. :

They are expected to be the
Iar%ent ever winter competition
with a record entry.
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looking good

to beat Sargis Sargsian of Ar-
menia in a rain-halted first
round match at the Australian
men's hardcourt tennis tour-

nament at Memorial Drive.
reports AP,
fight his

Agassi. tryving to
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Russian tennis prodigy Anna Kournikova exercises at a

practice session in Sydney on January 7.

Prelim E:::m 25

6 Religions 52 imto 5P

12 Courteous 6 G.ambling stat.

13 Noah's e 28 Deck -
mount 54 Caveat 7 Bakery count

14 Garland 55 Was corne-on 28 Getting the
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— AP/UNB photo

way back into the top 20, was
down a set to Sargsian on Tues-
day belore rain stopped play.
Sargsian won the first set 6-4
and led the second 3-2 as Agassi
was plagued by unforced errors
despite strong support from the
capacity Adelaide crowd.

But Agassi looked fresh
Wednesday to fight back for a 4-
6. 6-3. 6-3 win.

In another match delayed
overnight. 1997 French Open
champion Gustavo Kuerten of
Brazil beat Denmark’s Kenneth
Carlsen 7-6 (7-5). 7-5. also in
the first round.

Agassi, aiming to put a dis-
n}al ldﬁg?hblehind him, was

eased with his effort.
3 Agassi. who ?1;1“: been a huge
hit with the Adelaide cruw:fs
despite his ailing fortunes on
the court, said he has been in
training for the past three
months to prepare for this year.

The three-time Grand Slam
singles champion said his per-
forrmnance this week was crucial
to his preparation for the Aus-
tralian Open, which starts in
Melbourne on Jan 19.

Agassi went through 1997
without an ATP Tour final ap-
pearance for the first time since
1986.

He said his time back in the
world tennis nursery had given

him a chance to reflect and he
was now confident he could
climb back to the top level.

"Al 27 I'd be shocked if [ can't
do it — I'd be very shocked,” he
said.

Elsewhere, seventh seeded
Thomas Johansson of Sweden
was bundled out of the event in
a second round match Wednes-
day, losing 4-6, 6-4, 6-4 to
French qualifier Nicolas Es-
cude

Vincent Spadea of the United
States, beat Czech Slava
Dosedel 6-1, 6-2 in another sec-
ond round match.
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