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It's a Shame

| This is perhaps the surest sign of ineffectuality
| gr:ades eration. Government unable to protect its
. law-abiding citizens from the criminals and con-
sequently impelling them to be up in arms in de-
fence. The lead news item published in yesterday’s
Daily Star that dwelt on the plight of the insecure
traders in Chittagong forms a sad commentary on
‘the presence and performance of the government.
| It is a shame on the government that traders at
“Terry Bazaar, a locality in country's premier port
} city have decided to fight terrorism and extortion
on their own because the law enforcing agency is of
no help to them. The men in uniform reportedly
have not.stood by them with any remedial mea-
sures despite repeated complaints. Out of sheer
frustration and helplessness they have taken to
hockey sticks and whistles to fight and call the
community people into collective resistance when-
ever an occasion demands. _
We dare say the news from Chittagong about ter-
rorists’ tyranny and the emasculated or an-
aeshetised state of law enforcing agency is not typ-
ical of the |]:mrt-clty but reflective of a general pic-
ture prevailing in every centre of trade and com-
~merce in the country. Not long ago newspapers re-
ported how traders in some areas of Dh formed
vigilante groups like Mrittyunjoyee Squad to fight
the terrorists. We ask the powers that be what is the
| use of there being the administration if tax paying
citizens have to think and act on their own for pro-

f\lection?
fhse~understand the scourge is more of a legacy
"than-a creation of the present %nvemmﬁnt. It has
¥ grown and struck roots over a long period of time
~with'’ factors like poverty, unemployment, erosion
| of moral values everything contributing to it. It is
‘| argued more often than not that providing employ-
wnt opportunities to the huglfly strated de-
Tailed youth population is the biggest insurance
Aagainst the malady. True. But this is something °
that will take time. But on long or short term, have
| aur leaders so far shown sufficient signs of their
-werry about the situation? Have there been any
step in the right direction? This is where our
biggest concern lies. Neither the government nor
‘the:opposition seem seized of the cancerous growth
that is eating into our vitals. The issue is a na-
tional concern.

Welcome to You, Prodi

Italy and its capital city Rome are place names
that give an instant tinkle in the Bangladeshi
mind. The reasons are quite assorted — from seri-
ous to lighthearted. In the first category fall the
cultural contributions of Rome together with her
sometimes endearing life-like vulnerabilities, her
-playing host to a sizable Bangladeshi population,
|. the status Italy enjoys as a G-7 country and her ro-
bust business sense. The lighter variety of positive
|| vibrations are the country's sleek charm, fruity or-
chards, rhythmic music, combative soccer etc.
So much for the receptive mood here for the au-

Minister ‘Professor Romano Prodi. The trip's
agenda seem focused on exploring investment op-
_portunities in Bangladesh as part of Rome's new
§ €conomic strategy to reach out towards Asia which

| is regarded as the upcoming centre of gravity for
the global economy.
1 Prodi comes heading a 30-member business del-
{ egation of big names in automobiles, telecommu-
| nications and other fields and evincing keen inter-
.| est for investment in some core areas of the econ-
womy. Of special significance are the possibilities
jgthat Italy may seek to establish an exclusive eco-
“nomic zone for relocating some of her textiles and
- leather (including, hopefully, shoe-making) indus-
_tries and help us build backward linkages to shore
.up our fledgling textiles sector and beef up the pro-
1 cess of value addition to our readymade garments
* exports, Italy's investments will be most welcome
4 for setting up a string of small and medium-size
“Industries on collaboration basis in mutually
complementary sectors. For us Italy holds a great
| potential to give a shot in the arms of our telecom-
munications, road transportation and energy sec-
Stors.
4 We look to Romano Prodi's visit as an invalu-
} able input for strengthening the foundation of a
{ rewarding new era of economic cooperation be-
tween our‘two countries. Bangladesh now has a
i new profile as part of the prospective sub-regional
| Opings, 'something which may not escape the
L Visitintg dignitaries' notice.

Drinking Deaths

The problem started on Saturday. About forty
~ persons got sick after drinking country liquor in
the many shack shops of the brew at the Tejgaon
railway station gatel And some of them died the
following day. But strangely, patrons went to those
shops on Sunday, took their drinks and a number
of even these fell sick. And a number of these died
as a result. The police came to know of the poison-
ing deaths only on Monday, the day people’s action
began and ransacked at least three or four of the
‘dozens of drinking joints.

The victims did not go to hospitals and their
> relatives avoided police. This is both sad and in-
{, teresting that the addicts cared for social stigma

ot while they were alive and boozing but when
hey were very nearly dead from what they believed
to be a vice.

S0 many people dying from being poisoned and
ag a time — is a revolting scandal. And it gains in
Jnotoriety because of the facts that the drinking
ens prospered and proliferated with police pa-
tronage. Not a few policemen apparently fre-
quented the joint for a free sip. A retired police-
an, as reported in a vernacular daily, gave pro-
‘tection to the business.for a monthly toll of not
‘less than three lakh taka,

Theluther alarming fact is that the so-called
people’s action against the drinking dens stopped

~f
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shacks. Just for the fear of local mastans who un-
| derstandably want the dens to thrive. il

W made to pay for these deaths? Some-
one must bear the responsibility. And something

must be done to prevent any repetition of such

gust visit to Bangladesh today of the Italian Prime

abruptly after the ransacking of only three or four
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NE of the most memorable
Ocvrnls that took place in

the history of Bangladesh
was on the day when
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman landed as a free man
in the free land of the United
Kingdom after having spent
nine agonising months ‘ in
Pakistani gaol. The datle was
8th January 1972.

It was a cold frosty British
morning. 1 could not press the
accelerator of my Ford Cortina
deeper in my impatience to
reach the man under whose
banner and in whose name we
all, almost all, fought the Liber-
ation War, He called me from
the Alcock and Brown VIP Suite
of London's Heathrow airport to
make the historic announce-
ment that he had landed in
freedom and was awaiting his
representative. In the absence
of Justice Abu Sayeed Chowd-
hury, | was then acting as head
of the unofficial Bangladesh
Mission in London.

As soon as | arrived, the se-
nior Pakistani Air Force officers
and the crew of the PIA plane
that transported Bangabandhu,
withdrew. It was a highly emo-
tionally charged moment, for
both of us. when | addressed
him, being first among his fel-
low citizens, as President of
sovereign, independent
Bangladesh. The tears that
rolled down his cheeks were
those of joy — he could see the
leadership he had given o a
movement that came to Its
natural fruition under the ac-
tive leadership of his followers
to achieve the inevitable —
freedom for the natinn. Those
which went down mine wecre
also of joy — at long last, our
combined efforts Lo secure frec-
dom of our leader were crowned
with success.

The expatriate Bengalees cf
the then East Pakistan. espe-
cially in Europe and America.
had been engaged in an all-out
movement for a dual pu
to achieve independcnce of
Bangladesh and to securc re-
lease of their leader, Sheikh
Mujib. In retrospect, one may
surmise that the two issues be-
came complementary, one
helping the other, to invoke
sympathy and support of the
world for their benign cause.
The movement for an indepen-

‘dent Bangladesh which gained

wide popular support evoked
sympathy of world leaders and
prompted many of them to urgc
and even press for the release of
the Bangladesh leader, Sheikh
Mujib, from Pakistani prison.
On the other hand, the treach-
erous arrest of Bangabandhu
by the Pakistani junta on the
25th March generated over-

January 8, 1972

Bangabandhu Lands in Freedom

In the afternoon, British Prime Minister Edward Heath cut short his customary weekend sojourn at

Chequers and returned to 10 Downing Street to receive Bangabandhu.

Currents and Crosscurrents

by M M Rezaul Karim

whelming support of foreign
rs for the cause of an in-
dependent Bangladesh. The
rson who contributed most
ihlu relentless efforts and ju-
ous guidance to the success

of this movement abroad was
the late Justice Abu Sayeed
Chowdhury, Special Overseas
Representative of the Govern-
ment of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh, who was appointed
as such by the exiled govern-
ment at Mujibna%ar.
I now wonder how | did what

I did. But I did have the audac-
ity to chide the great leader by
raising my forefinger at him, al]~
beit allectionately, when 1 dcfied
his orderd to take him to the
President Hotel in Russell
Square, a favourite joint for
London students. Instead, |
pleaded and succeeded in ob-
taining his consent to settle him
at the same suite of the posh
Claridges Hotel that used to be
reserved for Prime Minister In-
dira Gandhi and President
Yahya Khan. Having worked as

g it 2

Political Counsellor at the Pak-
istan High Commission earlier,
| was knowledgeable in these
matters. My friend and Head of
South Asian Division in the
British Foreign and Common-
wealth Office, Sir lan Suther-
land, later came to the airport
to receive Bangabandhu as Her
Majesty's government's repre-
sentative.

Bangabandhu decided to
travel by my old car, with my-
selfl at the steering, instead of
using the limousine provided by
the British government. He lis-
tened intently to the story of the
nlnt-mﬂnlh*lﬂn% Liberation
War. his first briefing of the glo-

".ﬂ'

left the present writer, London, 8th January 1972.

rious deeds of his people. 1 was
sweating with nervousness,
hoping that no mishap would
befall us on the slippery rain-
soaked route, thereby causing
bodily harm to my valued pas-
senger which could not have
been done even by Pakistani
troops or the junta so long.

At Lhe hotel. the problem
arose about how to accommo-
date requests of thousands of
BED]'}[E to pay homage lo

angabandhu and those of the
swarn:ing journalists for an ex-
clusive interview. We decided o
allow groups of five persons to
visit him at a time. My col-
leagues at the Mission worked

Bangabandhu's historic press conference in freedom. Seated on right Dr. Kamal Hossain and on

relentlessly and rendered in-
valuable service to organise this
and to make other neccssarv
arrangements during this occa-
sion which passcd off success-

fully. The seccurity factor consti- -

tuted the most dominant con-
cern for all of us.

The decision of holding a
press conference, instead of ex-
clusive interviews, caused some
of my journalist-friends like
Serajur Rahman of the BBC
and the celebrated show-jou:-
nalist David Frost most un-
11app(¥. The ballroom of the
Claridges was packed like sar-
dines with media pcrsonnel rep-
resenting all parts of tlic globe.
[ had the great honour to intrn-
duce Lhe person who needed no
introduction and whose words
the world was waiting most ea-
gerly to hear. Bangabandhu
rcad out the speech [ bad the
Erhrﬂeg: of drafling originally to

e brushed up by his fellow
traveller, Dr Kamal Hossain.
Only change the leader made in
the draft was to add the words,
"Ecople of the USA" to the list of
the countries to whom he was
to convey gratitude for their
sympathy, support and assis-
tance during the liberation war.
I had also prepared a list of
probable questions journalists
could ask which he saw with in-
terest but did not ask me to
prepare its answers. The adroit
manner in which he answered
questions left us in delightful
wonder,

Bangabandhu had a highly
Eack:d echedule and despite
is travel fatiguc he endured
the stress and strain admirably
well and, as a matter of fact,
looked cheerful and happy. I
had the great pleasure of con-
necting him on telephone to Be-
um Mujib and then to Prime
inister Gandhi. A stream of
notable visitors came to pay re-
spects to the leader of the
newly-independent state.
Among them were the former
Prime Minister Harold Wilson,
Commonweallh Secretary-
Gencral Arnold Smith, great
benefactor for Bangladesh
(Lord) Peter Shore and a host of
other legislators and sympa-
thisers for our cause. Arnold
Smith talked to Bangabandhu
about the ossibilit of
Bangladesh to a member of
the Commonwealth and re-
celved pesitive assurance. The

process slarted immediately af-
ter recognition of Bangladesh
by Britain and other countries
and was completed shortly
thereafter. In the afternoon,
Hritish Prime Minister Edward
Heath cut short his customary
weekend sojourn at Chequers
and returned to 10 Downing
Street to receive Bangabandhu.
The talks compri substan-
tive matters.

The da]; and the better part
of the night passed off amidst
great commotion. hu
chose to fly by the British
Comet, though people were told
an Air India plane was to

him home. It was a pln?r for a
decoy for the purpose of keep-
ing secrccy in order to ensure
security which was greatly
warranted. Bangabandhu
wanted me (o accompany him
+ck to Dhaka. as per require-
ment of protocol. Bul, followi
Lhe advice of the Indian Hi;ﬁ
Commissioner Appa Pant Lhat |
sihould slay back in London to
calm dewn our cempatriots for
the unscheduled and hurried
departure of Bangabanchu, the
decision was reversed. At about
5 O'clock in the moming of the
Oth January, I whisked Banga-
bandhnu away by the rear ser-
vice door of the Claridges, to
evade publicity, for the ai ;
Al about 6 O'clock, the British
Comet took off for Nicosia. for
refuelling, en route to New
Dclhi for its final destination of
Dhaka. with the Head of Brilish
Foreign Office Sir Dennis
Greenhill and myself waving
good-bye and wishing a sale re-
turn home to Lhe P passen-
ger.

Some friends asked me. be-
ing an adviser to the BNP, how
did |1 dare write about Banga-
bandhu in glowing terms,
without causing consternation
and mistrust of fellow party
members. My reply was simple.
These events are historical facts
and the truth will be duly vindi-
cated. It would merely be a
matter of time. In any case, one
should aim to be fair and
truthful, even in politics. Fur-
thermore, can one deny that all
those who participated in the
war of liberation did so with
Bangabandhu's portrait or im-
age over their head? The answer
is in the negative. The notable

articipants included even the
ounder of the BNP, Shaheed

President Ziaur Rahman, who
made the declaration of inde-
g:ndence in the name and on

half of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rabhman. One must not
forget that neither can the past
be denied because of the pre-
sent nor the present be ignored
because of the past.
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CHT accord, AL
and BNP

Sir, When the entire nation
is besieged with the critical
%:eslinn of Chittagong Hill

acts accord, two of our major

olitical parties — Awami
anﬁue and BNP — are stuck in
mud-slinging altercation, vin-
dictiveness and exchange of
words of war. They are least in-
terested about how the people
are suffering.

When the Awami e won
the last general elections,
formed the government 16
months ago and declared "We
are a consensus government”
many of us said, "Let by-gones
be by-gone, let us start anew”,
We also expected that Awami
League would run the affairs of
the state through consensus.

Unfortunately we have
found that most of our political
leaders of both the Awami
League and BNP are always in-
terested in achieving immedi-
ate and short-term profit and
gain for themselves rather than
attaining long-term and per-
manent benefit and welfare for
the people. A collective deci-
sion, a consensus of opinion is
hundred times better and solid
than an individual's like or
dislike. This is the core of suc-
cess and essence of democracy.

To err is human; forgive di-
vine. We are not saying that
Awami League government has
not committed gross mistakes,
lapses, omissions and ineffi-
ciencies with regard to agreein
and signlrr;njg certain clauses o
CHT accord. So the question be-
fore us is: "what to do now?" If
the Awami League government
insists on implementing the
CHT accord what is the
panacea, treatment or peaceful
solution of the problem? Har-
tal, road blockade, boycott of
the Jatiya Sangsad?

We would request the BNP
leaders to kindly draft a revised
peace agreement for CHT with-
out further delay and wastage of
time and energy and to place it
before the nation for informa-
tion, perusal and considera-
tion.

O H Kabir
6, Hare Street. Warli,
Dhaka-1203

"Ever changing

colour..."

Sir, The item "Ever changing
colour of a defaulting bor-
rower”, published on January 2
1998, 'gives you a clear percep-
tion of how a person who has
money, can buy influence and
manipulate rules and regula-
tions in his favour to make
more money and do more cor-
ruption. I can tell you that this
sweet man has presented sweet
valuable lands, money, cars,
women and so on to top bank
officers, businessman, politi-
cilans and top government offi-
cers to achieve his goal— to
make money and to gain influ-
ence. Can you see why our
country has nt?t chﬁng edatl' bit

as c orm
one to mr? e

We thought that Awami
League government would be
able to change some of that.
This story proves that ta-
tion of the millions is wrong.

How was this pardon included
in the delegation of our PM?
Was there any thorough inves-
tigation on him belore his
name was placed in the list? |
have a request to our PM. The
request is to look at Nelson
Mandela and Mahathir Mo-
hammed. The PM has nothing
to lose. 1t is time for her to in-
clude her name in history as a
visionary — as a successful
olitician and as an honest
eader. If she cannot do that
then I have doubts that nobody
can.
We need the PM's leadership
— bold leadership — to root out
all sorts of corruption. Please
form an investigation commit-
tee to enquire all irregularities
and corruptions that took place
in the last couple of years. If
you want it from your heart,
you can change Bangladesh
from a most corrupted country
to a country that will be re-
spected by its own citizen and
foreign countries as well.

Jamir Chowdhury

(By e-mail)

Morgan State University
Baltimore, MD 21030, USA.

Will BTV do it again?
Sir, The three-nation Inde-

pendence Cup Cricket tourna-
ment begins on January 10,

1998. We have already learnt
that neither ESPN nor Star
Sports Is going to cover the
matches live and so it is the
BTV which we are hoping will
come to our rescue. A match
which generally starts at
around 10am ends between S5pm
and 5.30pm.

Our bitter experience which
we cannot but recall is that the
last few overs of many matches
(covered by BTV) were inter-
rupted by the local news. It is
unnecessary to mention that in
a limited-over match the last 5
or 10 overs are the most excit-
ing part when tension mounts
to the peak and the eyes of the
viewers are glued to TV screen.
If at this moment the local news
comes on the screen, viewers
feel absolute dismay. Must BTV
be punctual to such an extent?

And what crime it will commit
if the local news is telecast
when the match ends?

. on the behalfl of all the
cricket-loving viewers, appeal
to the authority concerned so
that they don't 'do’ the same
again.

Shamim Ahsan
64/M, R K Mission Road
Gopibagh. Dhaka-1203

Sir, | read with
Star on December

Col Hu_da and Not Gen Mannaf was the
First Commandant of BMA

reat interest the article printed in The Daily

0, 1997, "General Mannaf: A Soldi F
Away." However, with all due respect to Sieslanses

Major General Mohammad Abdul Mannaf,
this rejoinder to the attention of Bangladesh Army

the departed soul of
I would like to brin

Hea

Quarters and to the general public. In the above article a
statement was made about late Gen Mannaf that is tetally
incorrect and far from the fact. It stated that "Bangabandhu
chose him to raise the first Military Academy for the nation

i

Bangladesh Military
Cantonment and to become B

the
Brigade in

Ehtesham Huda

Dhaka Cantonment
e e —

Colonel K.N. Huda, Bir Bikram, 1

Academ

Col KN Huda, BB, was concurrently holdin
Brigade Commander of 44 Bg
Formation) and as the lst Commandant of BMA,
Bangabandhu officially inaugurated the BMA on March 11.
1974 when Col KN Huda, BB was its 1st Commandant. Gen Man-
naf (then Lt. Col Mannaf) was Deputy Commandant of BMA and
our ex-Chief of General Staff Major
(then Major Anwar Hossain, BP) was the 1st Adjutant of BMA. |
still anaean many evidences including the 1st
MA crest presented to Col Huda on his posti

and he became its first commandant”.

st Commandant of Bangladesh
Military Academy, sitting on the left of Bangabandhu

The fact is, it was my late father Colonel Khandakar Najmul
Huda, Bir Bikram who was chosen by Bangabandhu to raisg the

in Comilla's Mainamati
's 1st Commandant in 1974,
the post as the
rigade (Comilla
1974.

Infantr

eneral Anwar Hossain, BP

MA album and
out to 72

September 1974. The above photo should stand a
hard evidence to the fact that it was unl;P Col KN Huda, BB wh?ﬁ
was the 1st Commandant of the Bangladesh Military Academy.

159, New DOHS, Eastern Road, Lane 3
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The citizens expect the min-
isters lo talk less politics and
more about their ministerial du-
ties and responsibilities to keep
the public informed about the
government’'s activities, and
concentrate more on aspects of
administration and governance
than political oratory (habits die
hard). notwithstanding the
cruel fact that we are a talking
race. with lots of tides in our
conversation. We frequently
face tidal waves in internal
politics. with the backlash per-
sisting even today.

According to the current
style of politics in this confus-
ing country (I am an adult citi-
zen from Day 1), it is difficult
for the layman to guess whether
a minister is talking as a ‘'minis-
ter' or as a 'politician’. Perhaps
they are not so busy with their
official jobs.

A politician-cum-minister
has a dual role, and he should
play both the roles, but not mix
up the two time and again by
using his discretion liberally
and judiciously (the economy of
life is a core Law). The roles are
separated depending on the oc-
casion, time and the place, al-
though a water-tight compart-
ment is neither possible nor de-
sirable. This is possible, and is
standard practice all over the
world, except perhaps in the
LDCs, although we are new to
governance in an environment
of political flux. A minister's
speech at a party meeting
would be quite different from
that in an official capacity,
whether indoor or outdoor. It is
always difficult to resist tempta-
tion! :

The purpose of this comment
is to point out that the adminis-
trators do not talk about hot is-
sues engaglng the mind of the

ublic. and waste their time in
Issiparous dissipations. They
should t'm;ﬁet the party interest
while on duty — the party will
not evaporate as in the case of 3
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Sons or Dau

In our country, the main
worry or fear that a person has,
is, who will feed him in old age.
They have no idea about sa
money or insurance for old age.
Therefore, they need a host of
sons — and daughters are not so
welcome.,

But are all sons capable of
feeding their old parents? One
old father complained to me
that his son was in the army but
couldn’t spare a penny for his
old parents. With ﬂxccﬁ honest
income, after maintaining his
own family, is enough left
nowadays to support one’s par-
ents and one's brothers and
sisters (if one’s parents had a
big family)? Very slim chance.
It is only possible if one can
make extra money from his
post or position or if he does a
good business.

Another day, an old lady pa-
tient while near tears com-
plained that she had four
grown-up sons, but not a one
was employed. So they had to
support all of them at this age.

Alif Zabr

nuclear bomb blast! Firm the
root first, then shake the
branch.

There are numerous exam-
ples. The DCC Mayor is not ob-
sessed with the city's problems,
while the living pressure on the
residents pile up geometrically.
The police and the home minis-
ter can neither rouse the public
nor tame the law breakers to
control lawlessness and crime .
There is official quietness on
the rampart smuggling of goods
across the borders and the high
seas, and that too mostly one-
way. The short and long term
solutions of the semi-perma-
nent crisis of the delta's ferry
services are left floating to pub-
lic speculation. The campus vio-
lence is loud, but the response
is silence (despite the Hon'ble
President’'s polite reminders)!
The KNM problem is blacked
out (announce the official
demise; but another paper mill
is coming up in the private sec-
tor, with foreign tie-up; how's
that?).

The ports are silted up with
local politics, and superficial
statements are the order of the
day (destroy the vile base, cos-
metic solutions won't do). There
is no analysis of the delays in
urgent projects (publicise your

weakness for public s thyl).
The codes for the prﬁna{): e&ﬂ

cational institutions (including

English-medium) are not being
announced; nor the inefficiency
and poor service in the govern-
ment hospitals and clinics.
When the teachers are corrupt,
then who will teach?

The railway is crawling at a
loss, and it is accepted philo-
sophically; (make Banglacﬁ':sh a
railway-less country?). By what
ﬁerr:entage ticketless travelling

as been reduced by the cur-
rent regime? The price spirals
during Ramzan is not made a
live issue (why destroy the

Dr. Sabrina Rashid

What use are sons for a poor
man if they are unemployed
and therefore rather than sup-
Bﬁrting their families are a

urden on their old parents,
who need to be looked after
now. | told the lady that if she
had four sons and almost every
other lady has four or more
sons, how can our country and
our government, which are
themselves poor, give jobs to so
many sonsl|

Nowadays, girls have an
qual or better chance of getting
jobs than boys do — as in gar-
ments, NGOs etc., prefer girls.
Educated women are also better

workers than men, so may
be preferred. They do not steal
or take bribes. They are rela-

tively more honest and do their
{uhu more sincerely and regu-
arly. They stay at their work-
ing place and do not roam
around for gossip or for
cigarette or for a cup of tga.

OPINION '

- Wanted : Micro Good Governance

ghters?

but how man{ times the minis-

"to all the needs of their parents

_— ﬁ

tradition!). Adulteration of food-
stuff and medicines is rampart,

ters have talked to the press?
Nobody is telling us how
Bangladesh is going to be af-
fected by the flu of the recent
Asian financial crisis.

The Inspectors are not in-
specting, the monitors are not
monitoring, the controllers are
not controlling, the regulators
are not regulating, and the
prosecutors are not prosecut-
ing. Only the speakers are
srpeakjng freely, without tax or

AT (there is no value to add!).
The police do not police, and
the violators are not 'challaned’
(issued 'tickets’). How to lead an
honest life, however micro-
scopic?

Private education and medi-
cal services have become busi-
ness rackets, and government's
silence might be mistaken for
tacit approval and abatement.
The systems loss in the secre-
tariat is not announced (like
PDB). UNDP might be inter-
ested in funding a survey, to
encourage better governance.

The major reforms (admin.,
judiciary) are dying unnatural
deaths (homicide?). Robberies

are taking new forms, crea
panic in the society in the cities
and vill

ages. Pornography is not
being controlled — do L?l’: cen-
sors approve what they see, or
fail to see?

The list is endless. Can we
have less litics and more
work, bottom up? The buck
stops at the top, so why point
the finger at the subordinates?
(One new ﬁmfeaaimal quoted a
proverb which says that if you
Eoint a finger at someone, three

ngers of your own hand point
at you.) The thorn is in the
crown on the head. Perhaps the
PM is fed up her team to
roduce more ve results in
ess time. We seem to be have
gl:nty of time; having wasted
6 years.

They do not leave office for per-
sonal errands.

If they are employed and
have a salary (they are of-
ten paid less for the same job
than the men), they can alwa
look after their parents in old
age. No doubt about that, be- ]
cause girls always have more
feelings for their parents. It is
llyr:!t how God 235 nil_adc women.

€y are ca e ol giving more
love than mg?l. E\rt:ngiwhlgl they
are married off, they always see

But this is possible for a mar-
ried man only if his wife hap-
s to be a one and lets
im do so. rwise it is very
difficult for a man to look after
his parents if his wife does not
co-operate, as every man wants
peace in his household!
So ts should not wo
at all have no sons bu
daughters only. They should

ust give them as much educa-
as they would have to
a son. That alone solve

all their problems and worries.




