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Govt takes pragmatic
measures to strengthen
nat'l economy : PM

SR

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said that her
government had taken prag-
matic measures including
strengthening te sector to

ve a frmtcr push and inject
ynamis to the national
economy, reports BSS.

Talking to the members of
the Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (MCCI),
Dhaka who called on prime
minister at her office in the
city, Sheikh Hasina sought co-
operation of all., particularly
the business community for
implementing various reform
measures taken by her govern-
ment in the economic sector.

Earlier, the newly elected
President of the MCCI, Laila
Rahman Kabir, apprised the
prime minister of the various
aspects of her organisation and
suggested periodical meetin
between the prime minister u.mg
the members of her organisa-
tion in the interest of taking
various fruitful decisions in
economic and commercial
fields.

She appealed to the prime
minister to exped
the labour law reform commit-
lee.

The prime minister told the
MCCI members that the prime
objective of her government's
economic policy is to achieve
quick pmspcri:g and reduce de-

ce on others.

While outlining various
measures of her government in
economic field the prime min-
ister said that stress was given

to bring back discipline in this
vital national sector. "We are
not encouraging any kind of
bad loans.” she said.

The prime minister ex-
pressed happiness that the im-
age of the country has been en-
hanced in the outside world fol-
lowing various realistic mea-
sures taken by her government.

Other members of the MCCI
who called on the prime minis-
ter included M Shamsul Alam,
Zafar Ahmed, M A Awal, M
Kamrul Huda, Mahbub Jamil,
Ramzul Seraj. Feisal Siddiqui,
Geoff Williams and C K Hyder.

ite the work of

Proshika donates
Tk 4 lakh for

warm clothes

Proshika donated Taka four
lakh from its disaster man-
agemen!t fund for distributing
warm clothes among the r
in the cold wave swept northern
region of the country, reports
BSS.

Proshika Human Develop-
ment Centre earlier donated
one-day salary of its employees
equivalent to Taka three and a
half lakh for purchasing winter
clothing for distribution amo
the cold-wave stricken people o
northern Bangladesh.

Of the Taka four lakh do-
nated from its disaster man-
agement fund Proshika handed
over Taka one lakh to the fund
of the Association of Develop-
ment Agencies in Bangladesh
(ADAB). while the rest of the
money would be spent for pur-
chasing warm clothes for dis-
tribution among the poor by the
members of the organisation.

Besides, Proshika collected
huge warm clothings from its
stall and their family members
for distribution.

The organisation has al-
ready started distribution of
clothings among the victims of
the cold wave which is sweeping
the country.

Process finalised
for chartering
wide-bodied
aircraft

Civil Aviation and Tourism
Minister Engineer Mosharraf
Hossain has said the flight
schedule of Biman will be im-

roved with acquisition of a
eased aircraft by this month,
reports UNB.

"Biman’'s flight schedule,
particularly in its domestic sec-
tor, will be improved a lot and
the situation will return to
normal by the end of February.”
he said addressing the Biman
executives at its Head Office on
Tuesday.

The minister said the pro-
cess has been in final stage for
chartering a wide-bodied air-
craft for this year's Hajj flights.

He asked the Biman officials
to discharge their duties witl;-
out any fear and favour in the

eater interest of the country.
ou will get full sugp-mt from
my side in this regard."

Mosharraf said Biman offi-
cials will have to serve with a
sense of dedication to uplift the
image of Biman as a truly in-
ternational airlines.

He also laid emphasised on
making the national flag car-
rier a commercially viable,
profit-earning service oriented
organisation.

Engineer Mosharraf Hossain
freely exchanged views with the
officials and sought suggestions
from them. Civil Aviation and

Tourism Secretary Mohammad
Ismail Hossain was present.

Discussion on role ot
women & media
held

Speakers at an open discus-
sion Thursday said that the
media could play the pivotal
role to create public opinion for
the empowerment of women
and ensuring equal rights in the
law of heritage, reports BSS,

Bangladesh Nari Progoti
Sangha (BNPS) organised the
discussion where representa-
tives from different women or-
ganisations and journalists ex-
changed their views. The dis-
cussion titled "Condition and

osition of the women in

adesh: Role of media" was

held at the conference room of

BNPS in the city Tuesday
evening.

The sﬁea.ke.m said media of a
country like Bangladesh, where
fundamentalism and supersti-
tions were thwarting the

ggﬂfresu for many centuries,
d help the le think and

judge properly.
that the coverage of women in
the mass media was always
very poor and even distorted.

They criticised some news-
papers for gruesome depiction
of rape and other victims of re-

pressions.

The speakers, however, de-
manded ban on publishing
news involving women unethi-
cally in crime reports. They
also demanded for publishing
the of the criminals in-
stead of the rape victims.

ey alleged

HC asks govt not
to arrest Salahuddin
Quader & his brother

The High Court Tuesday
asked the government not to ar-
rest Salahuddin Kader Chowd-
hury and Giasuddin Kader
Chowdhury in the cases in
which they were earlier granted
anuclpatnrg bail by the court,
reports UNB.

The court also gave oppor-
tunity to the %mrtmmcnl to file
counter rep by tomorrow
against the allegation made by
the two BNP lawmakers in two
separate petitions with a prayer
for direction not to arrest them.

The matter will come up for
hearing Tuesday,

Barrister Rafique-ul-Hoq
with Barrister Mnu?lud Ahmed
appeared for the petitioners be-
fore the High Court division
comprising Justice Mozammel
Hoque and Justice Awlad Ali.

ey submitted to the court
that they only prayed for an or-
der that the petitioners cannot
be arrested in the cases where
they have been granted bail by
the High Court on December 3
last, nor can be arrested under
Special Powers Act or under
any preventive detention of law
th;:re and after the parliamen-
tary sessions called from Jan-

ua.rIy 14.

n reply, Attorney General
Barrister ﬂ S Nabi submitted
before the court that there is no
attempt of arresting the peti-
tioners in the cases where they
have been granted bail by the
High Court.

"Projects for
rehabilitation
of distressed being

implemented’

CHITTAGONG, Jan 7: Labour
and Manpower Minister M A
Mannan said the present gov-
ernment is implemenlin& a
number of projects for rehabili-
tation and employment oppor-
tlunities of the distressed and
shelterless pﬂﬂ})]t. reports UNB.

He was addressing a public
meeting at the number three
market of south Pahartali on
Tuesday after paying visit to the
affected areas.

He sald arrangements will be
taken to rehabilitate the evicted

ple of the south Pahartali.

e also sald necessary instruc-
tions have been given to Cit
Corporation and district ad-
ministration in this connec-
tion.

City Corporation Major A B
M Muﬁiuddtn Chowdhury and
Ward Commissioner Jafar
Alam also addressed the meet-
ing.

Earlier, the minister visited
the police line hospital and the
Combined Military Hospital
(CMH) of the city to see for him-
self the conditions of the people
injured in the incident at Jan-
gal south Pahartali. He also
asked the doctors to ensure bet-
ter treatment for the injured.

Mannan said the people who
have not yet get the compensa-
tion of their land acquired by
the Chittagong Cantonment
will be paid soon, said an offi-
cial handout.

Expressing deep condolence
for the dead and sympathy for
the injured the minister assured
that a committee would be
formed to investigate into the
causes of such unwanted inci-
dent and exemplary punish-
ment would be given to those re-
sponsible for the attack.

Govt to provide
loans for jute
mills, traders

The government has decided
to provide necessary bank
loans for jute mills and jute
traders, reports UNB.

The decision came from the
2nd meeting of the Parliamen-
tary Standin% Committee on
Jute Ministry held at the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday.

Chaired by Committee
Chairman Shamsul Haque, the
mun%diucusscd the proposed
jute cy elaborately.

e issues ranging from pur-
chauin% of jute at fair price,
strengthening the activities to
diversify the jute market and
protecting the rights of jute
growers also came up at the
meeting for discussion.

It also discussed the issues to
promote the quality of jute and
Jjute goods, and innovate better
seeds by LJO and BJRI.

Committee members State
Minister for Jute A K Faizul
Haque, Advocate Mosharraf
Hossain, Emdadul Haque
Bhuiyan, Jalaluddin Talukder
and Mujibur Rahman attended

the meeting.
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Prof Abu Sayeed, Minister of State for Information distributing certificates among the par-

ticipants of a three-week long training course titled 'Production of Educatjve Television

Programme' jointly organised by the Japan International Cooperation

the National Institute of Mass Communication yesterday.
More TV, radio programmes
should be made for educating
children, juveniles

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof. Abu Sayeed yesterday
called upon the Radio-TV pro-

ducers to make good films and

programines for the children of

the country, reports BSS.
Expressing his dissatisfac-
tion over the present standard
of children's programmes in
BTV and Betar he said more

programmes should be made for

educating the children and ju-
veniles.

The minister was speakin
as the chief guest at the conclud-

| ing and certificate awardinﬁ

ceremony of the three-wee
long training programme on
"educational television pro-
gramme production” at the Na-

| tional Institute of Mass Com-

munication (NIMC).

A total of 10 participants
from Bangladesh Television
(BTV] and Bangladesh Open

- University (BOU) completed the

course. aimed al making good
producers for educational pro-
grammes,

NIMC and Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency
(JAICA) jointly organised the
training course.

Yoshikazu Kaneko. the am
bassador of Japan to Bangla-

desh. was present on the occa-
sion as the special guest.

President over by Abdullah
Al Mamun, director general of
NIMC. the function was also
addressed, among others, by
JAICA country representative
Yuji Okazaki, course director
NHK, Japan. Ryosaku Shimoo
and course participant Sohel
Ahmed.

Prof Sayeed said the present
overnment headed by Prime
inister Sheikh Hasina was

actively considering to estab-
lish a film institute in the coun-
try to facilitate congenial at-
mosphere for good productions.

erming Bangladesh's cul-
ture as very rich. the state min-
ister said through making good
and life-oriented films, the
producers and film makers of
the country could project it to
the world community.

“The minister also empha-
sised Lhe role of electronic me-
dia on raising the literacy rate.
At least 50 per cent illiterate
people could be educated and
given modern outlook through
electronic media” he said. In
this regard the minister sought
Japan government's technical
and financial support.

Agency (JICA) and
— PID photo

Meeting on agri
research held

settin

MP. in the chair, reports UNB.

The meeting
researchable areas in all as-
pects of Agriculture includin
crops, fisheries, livestock an
forests to address the national
needs which will bring imme-
diate benefit to farmers.

tuted earlier

body of the

eminent agricultu

Assoc election
rescheduled

The election of BCS (Infor-

shifted from January

tions (DFP), reports BSS.

association in Press Informa-

lease said yesterday.

A meeting on the priority
of researchable areas in
agriculture was held yesterday
in the conference room of BARC
with Advocate M Rahmat Ali.

identified broad

The committee was consti-
the governing
C. The meeting
was attended. anmg others, by

scientists
Dr S M Hasanuzzaman. Dr Z
Karim, Executive Chairman,
BARC and heads of the different
agricultural research institutes.

BCS (Information)

mation) Association has been
16 to
February 6 to be held at the De-
partment of Films and Publica-

The shift has been made in
view of the three-nation trade
summit to be held here on Jan-
uary 15 when members of the

tion Department and External
Publicity Wing would be engaged
in their offictal duty, a press re-

US envoy calls

on law minister

US Ambassador to Bangla-
desh John C Holzman called on
Law and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Abdul Matin Khasru
;:st h:; secretariat chamber

erday, reports BSS.

They discussed the country’s
legal system, and protection
and promotion of human rights
in the country.

Besides various issues of mu-
tual concern, they also dis-
cussed the establishment of
human rights commission.

Ove Fritz Lasen, minister
and deputy head of mission of
the Danish Embassy in Dhaka
also called on the law minister
yesterday. They discussed mat-
ters of mutual interests.

DU MBA admission
test Friday

The admission test of the
MBA programme of the Insti-
tute of Business Administra-
tion (IBA), University of Dhaka
will be held tomorrow at 10 am.
The seat [Jlan of the test is Roll
Nos 6001-6575 IBA Building,
6576-7295: Arts Building Exam.
Halls, 7296-8817: Business
Studies (Commerce) Building
and 8818-9277 DU Central Li-
brary, says a Dhaka University

press release.
Detailed seat plan will be

hung on the bulletin board of
IBA at 4 pm today. Candidates
have been advised to report to
their respective examination
halls by 9:30 am.

Talk on South

African Economy

A South African delegation
will give a talk on the ongoing
restructuring of their country's
economy today at 2:30 at the
conference room of Ministry of
Industries, reports UNB.

The delegation comprising
parliament member of South
Africa Andrew Feinstein and

roup economist at Anglo
erican Corporation Simone
Sultana will also discuss the
otential opportunities for
angladesh businessmen in
that country.

Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain, Tasmima Hos-
sain. MP. senior government
officials and businessmen are
expected to attend the talk.

UK parliamentary
under-secretary
due Jan 11

British Parliamentary Un-
der-Secretary of State Mike
O'Brien MP will arrive in
Dhaka on January 11 on a
three-day official visit, reports
UNB.
He is entrusted with the re-
sponsibility of Immigration
and Nationality; Community
Relations and Passﬁrt Agency,
said a British High Commission
press release.

Additional police
force to be
deployed in city

The government has decided
to deploy additional police
force and set up a number of
check posts to maintain nor-
mal law and order in the city,
reports BSS.

The decision was taken at a
meeting on Tuesday with Home

Minister Rafiqul Islam in the
chair.

The meeting also decided to
deploy a large number of plain-
clothes police in different
shu]pping centres, banks, finan-
cial institutions, bus and
launch terminals and other
important places in Dhaka city.

The meeting discussed spe-
cial arrangements to be made to
stop hijacking, terrorism and
extortion in the month of Ra-
madan.
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Belgium'hails CHT
peace accord

Belgium has congratulated
Bangladesh government for
signing a peace accord last
month to bring an end to years
of unrest in the South Eastern

Eart of the country, reports

_"Belgium welcomes the gn-

ing of the peace treaty on,

cember 2 last year which ®nds
years of tension in the €hit-
lagung Hill Tracts.” a e
from Brussels said. -

The Belgium government
congratulated the government

of Bangladesh for the negotia- -

tions it had undertaken to this’,
end since 1992 with the
sentatives of the tribal groups.

It expressed the hope that the
modalities of the agreement
will allow for a cliniate of peace
and mutual understanding to be
established in the region in full
cooperation with all parties in-
volved, the message added.

repre- .

Bismillahir Rehmanir Rahim

Admission Going on

Holy Child International School |

RESIDENTIAL/NON-RESIDENTIAL/FULL TIME
RABINDRA SARANI, UTTARA, DHAKA.
PHONE : 894939, 894051, 894039, 893882

PLA
Under the aca

(Students of other reli

GROUP TO R' LEVEL

emic programme o
PROPER COMBINATION OF MODERN & ISLAMIC EDUCATION
fons haoe i:i{afpﬂﬂum'tz; to study their pum re

University of London

BASIC QUALITIES

B2 Spacious & secured campus.
= Both Fareilgn & Local students.

trained teachers.

Special criteria other than a remarkable number o English Medium,
of the country specialy most of the Residential Schools of Indic g
e 'Basic Internatiional Syllabus' to up
Islamic minded & practising Muslim Special Syllabus for Islamic History &
Culture, Islamic Studies & Arabic [a number of books from London-bused
Islamic organisations) has been included. W

v Beside

B2 Congenial environment with sufficient study moterials. :
B2 Llatest teaching methods conducted by a group of well qualified and

e country.

HOSTEL/FULLTIME SCHOOL FACILITIES

& Separote boys' & girls' hostels with strict security.

& Disciplined life guided by a gro
treated with montherly offection

= Slperﬁi:ﬂ care for the children having their parents abroad/ remote
o

:I;.!p of dedicated teachers {Inl"nnl_:i' ar

life [students of other re

ligiows subjects)

Schoal:

v Though it's an Eng Medium School, for the Local students it ives
proper emphasis on 'EenEuli.' as a Mother Tounge & has already teen
_included the Bengali Syllabus in accordance with that. e
B Audio-Visual Aid & Computer Class/facilities for all classes. . 5 ¢
2 Individual attention to students {Limited Seats).
=3 Fluency in English within the shortest possible time. &
=2 Before O'level, if Guardian wishes the student can appeat in 5.5.C
Exam. in accordance with the Dhaka Board Syllabus. TR

area

&0 Muslim children have E?et training to maintain perfect Islamic way of
igions. hove opportunity to perform their own

! refiﬂlnus duties).

B2 Health

Admission Test - In En
* Clmfn:s in Romadan

For

Fr’l'iis

rther information

&= Sufficient arrangement for gumes‘Erecreuﬁon.
B School physician & a full time nurse for sick students.
in accordance with a balanced weekly menu.

SCHOOL BUS IS AVAILABLE ON ROUTE

, Maths, Bengall & Gen. Knowledge :
year}- Started on 3rd Jan. &ﬁTrlg continue

nlease contact:

.l‘_f'T

11519

g

2nd Jan

Muhammad Ashraful Hoque

LLB (Hons) LLM (DU
Founder-Principal

ICM: The convocation 1998 of the Institute of Cost and
Management Accountants of Bangladesh (ICMAB] will be held.

Time : 3 pm. Venue: [CMA Auditorium.

Training

environmental

rogramime : Dr Rear Mobarak and his
wealth team will conduct a two-day training

programme on Hospital Environmental Management to create

awdareness among the hospital staff and the

neighbourhood. Time
pital.

people in the

2 pm - 5 pm. Venue: Dhaka General Hos-

Discussion: A discussion meeting on fahra organised by
Bangladesh National Women Lawvers Association will be held.
Time: 11 am. Venue: Gulshan Ladies’ Community Club, Road No

H3. uttar part, Gulshan.

Rotary Club of Jahangirnagar Dhaka : m

regular meeting of the club will be held. Time ; 4.15 pm. Venue:
House 10D/7, Block F, Pioneer Housing, Mahammadpur.

Foggy weather likely

Mainly dry and foggy weather will continue to

revail over

the country during the next 12 hours till 6 pm today, reports

UNB.

Met Office said partly cloudy sky is likely to persist in

northern part of the country.

It lorecast that no appreciable change in the night tempe

ra-

ture over the country, except slight rise in Ra!jshahi division.

s highest temperature was recorded yesterday 25.7

tluuntri,'
degree Celsius as Teknaf and 8.2 degrees at Srimangal and

Sitakundu.

The sun sets today at 5:27 pm and rises on Friday at 6:43 am.
Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature in Humidity in
Celsius percentage
Max Min Murnlrg Evenirég

Dhaka 155 10.0 L
Chittagong 23.4 11.1 = 100 80
Rajshahi 16.5 10.0 97 90
Khulna 18.4 10.0 97 81
Barisal 19.8 10.8 100 96
Sylhet 200 9.2 100 -
Cox's Bazar 245 135 85 73

Body on formulation
of shipping policy
meets today

The first meeting of the
newly constituted national
committee on formulation of
Shipping policy will be held at 2
pm today at Hotel Purbani, re-
ports UNB.

The government has re-
cently formed a 37-member na-
tional committee comprising
Feu le having expertise in the
ield, including political lead-
ers, members of parliament,
journalists and representatives
fromn chambers with a view to
bringing change in shipping
infrastructure.

Workshop
on mime

Renowned mime _artist
Partha Prateem Mazumder
yesterday arrived in the city
from Paris to organise a work-
shop on mime, reports UNB.

He is in the city at the invita-
tion of Dhaka Little Theatre.
Intending participants in the
month-long workshop have
been requested to be present at
TSC auditorium, Dhaka Uni-
versity on January 9 or 10

| (Friday or Saturday].

Photography
exhibition begins

A three-day
exhibition titled "Amar Desh”
began in the city yesterday un-
der the auspices of Bangladesh
Photo Journalists’ Forum, re-
ports BSS.

Inaugurating the display,
Works and Telecommunication
Minister Mohammad Nasim
praised the photo journalists
community for Fru_iecung the
nation despite all limitations.

"They work risking their
lives and there are several ex-
amples when the photojournal-
ists had to suffer losses while

dischari}ng their professional
duties,” Nasim said.

He added : "despite all con-
straints and hazards, they are
playing laudable role in por-
traying the national life.”

nior journalist and news
editor of the Ittefaq Golam
Sarwar attended the function as
the special guest.

A total of 17 photojournal-
ists took part in the exhibition
on the life and nature of
Bangladesh at the National
Press Club.

Photographers Monwar
Ahmed, Pavel Rahman and Az-
izur Rahman Pieu were awarded
for their presentation

photographic
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Cabin Staff ? Best find out yourself.
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Emirates
THE FINEST IN THE SKY
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Best Economy Class.
(Best appreciated at 35,000 ft.)

What made readers of Executive Travel Magazine vote our Economy Class the best in the air? _‘_-L_ '
Could it have been the luxury of the personal video? Maybe it was the handy on-board phone
and fax? Or perhaps it was the delicious five-course gourmet meals served by the best




