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rmndmcd himself will not call ‘tﬂ{
-ta conference on
| Deuunh:im on Chi-
ttagong , BSS quo-
ting a statement issued from
Bar%:haban said ay.
President, r, has
reiterated his views that this is
a national issue of the highest
1Wnaed byuthmch may I::net :al'l;&
cu e g:ﬁmmen
the o on in and out-
side the parliament without
drawing the President into any
controversy,” the statement
Earlier, in the morning BNP
er,
General Abdul Man-

Every year millions of chil-
dren become victims of
malnutrition which is one
of the main causes of child
mortality in our country
and other parts of the
developing world. What

are the con for
§ the children m survive?
Read Star Weekend

Magazine's cover story this | 328, Riuiyan calied on Presi
week Malnutrition: Invi-

sible threat to a Brighter
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the Opposition and BNP Chair-
person Khaleda Zia met
with the t and sought
his intervention to arrange a

Contact with
BNP to continue,
says Nasim

Telecommunications Minis-

ter Mohammad Nasim yester-
day said the opposition BNP
should return to Parliament
and give their opinion on the
UNB. " 2 e Tomacs

“It's the right of the BNP
to come back to the

See Page 12 Col 5

On December 21, Leader of

roundtable to discuss the agree-
ment with the government,
according to UNB.

Next day Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina met with the
President and iﬂpucnﬂy re-
Jected Begum Zia's idea of
roundtable, arguing that Par-
liament is the appropriate fo-
rum to discuss such an impor-
tant national issue.

A press release issued from

abhaban on December 22
said the President prefers to
remain above all controversy.
It said "He (President) will give
his decision later.”

In continuation of the De-
cember 22 press release from
Bangabhaban, the President
made the aforesaid statement
yesterday.
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Bandarban Jan 10

BANDARBAN, Jan 7: All
P % Unity Counci! will hold a
| gu ic meeting at Bandarban

Club premises on January
10 to press for scrapping the

CHT peac:amdn:@adnnne-
cember 2, UNB.

BNP leader Syed Wahidul
Alam, MP, Mir Mohammad
Nasiruddin, Jamaat leader

ject: Policies and issu-
es in resettlement of
the displaced

Sehri, Iftar timings

Moulana Delwar Hossain
Saidee, MP, among others, will |
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By Staff Correspondent

Two more persons who fell
sick al]clg:dly after adul-
terated liquor at a slum in the

city's Tejgaon area Sunday

night di Je:utcrda . raising
the official death toll from the
incident to 13.

One of them, Altaf Hossain,
45, died at the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital and the other,
Fazlur Rahman, 30, died at the
slum, hospital sources said.
Altaf was agmitt::d to the hospi-

tal on Tuesday night. Fazlur

Rahman was an illegal trader of

liquor.

Police yesterday said the
got the information that 1
people had died from the inci-
dent earlier. Local people how-
ever put the death toll at 25.

Tejgaon police and the De-

artment of Narcotics Control

ve arrested eight ns in-

cluding a woman for illegally
selling liquor in the slum.

Tejgaon police arrested four

rsonis. They were Babul allas

wlaid. - Shahidul - Huq and

Khokon. all alleged liquor
traders. and Ismail, reportedly
a homeopath doctor.

The
Control arrested four persons
including a woman from Tej-

on area yesterday. They were

ing interrogated. The De-

t also liled a case with

ejgaon thana accusing 24 peo-
See Page 12 Col 6

ULFA leader
was held with

satellite phone

By Staff Correspondent

A fourth case was lodged
with Mohammadpur thana on
Tuesday
alias Golap
possessing a satellite telephone.

Police sources said last night
that the Special Branch had
seized the phone following ar-

See Page-11 Cal 4
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We deeply express our grief on the death of the founder
of New Jarwa House, a renowned personality in the
Bangladesh Gold Jewellery Industry, Sree Shubol
Chandra Roy of 9,Uttar Moushundi, Shutrapur, Dhaka
who died on the 6th of January 1998 at 7.40 PM due to
old age complications at the Birdem Hospital.

He contributed a lot in various social activities in addition
to his effort to promote the Gold Jewellery Industry in his
74 years lifetime.

He left behind his wife, two sons and two daughters and
a large number of well-wishers to mourn his death.

We pray for his departed soul and wish that all his well-
wishers pray for him too.

On behalf of the bereaved family

Badal Chandra Roy

Crash-landing of Biman’s F-28
Lloyds starts paying

Insurance claims

By Shehab Ahmed

The Lloyds of London, un-
dertaker adesh Biman's
F-28 aircraft that crash-landed
on a mudflat, eight-km off Syl-
het atrport ot December 22, has
started aying insurance
claims to the survivors. ;

Eight passengers. belonging
to a family of Bnnglad:ﬁus

-coming from UK, recetved the

first payment of 10,000 Pounds
earlier this week. according to
Biman sources yesterday.

The rest of the 84
who survived the crash-landing
along with four crew, have been

advised by the airline to imme-
diately get in touch with it to
file insurance claims.

The Lloyds began the pay-
ment alter two of its assessors
visited the site of crash-
and filed their report to the
head office in London last week.

The F-28 aircraft had been
insured I'SL six nﬂlllurz:gglmhr;n

the Sadharan Bima -
ﬁ)t;n with the Lloyds. The air-
craft is beyond salvage, Biman
sources said.

The sources expressed their

See Page 12 Col 2

_Drug withdrawn for—

severe side effects

By Naimul Haq

The government has issued
letters to all local pharmaceuti-
cal companies anElng them to
stop further production of ter-
fenadine, a non-sedative anti-
histamine drug that has been
proved to cause loss of life and
severe side effects if ted.

The drug is marketed in
trade names — dinafine, ser-
vinin, nosidan and fenadine.
ﬂamdman]{ h:! nlng companies
produce drugs locally.

"We have issued notices to
the respective manufactur-
ing companies asking them to

postpone manufacture of the

artment of Narcotics

ainst Anup Jetia
a on charges of

Li-quor I;bisoning 13
deaths confirmed
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Cricket fans throng the Dilkusha branch of Al-Baraka Bank for fickets of the Coc
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Independence Cup cricket tournament yesterday.

Bangladesh Television will
cover the Coca-Cola Indepen-
dence Cup cricket tournament.

BTV and the Asiatic, local
agent for WorldTel, reached a
deal in this regard yesterday.

As per the deal, BTV wlﬁ et
Tk 22 lakh from Asiatic for
providing air-time for six
matches under the package rule
while Asiatic, in return will get
free commercial space during
the breaks.

It was also learnt that Asi-
atic will also provide Tk 20
lakh to Bangladesh Cricket
Board for the six matches.

Meanwhile, the Pakistan
and Indian team, led by Rashid
Latif and Mohammed arud-
din res ively, will arrive in
the capital today.

Pakistan who will take on
their arch rivals India in their
first match on January 11, are
expected to arrive at ZIA at
12:10 pm while India, who will
face Bangladesh in the inaugu-
ral match on Jan 10, are ex-

. racled to reach At 1:30 pan.

Meanwhile, tickets for the
independence Cup cricket were

See Page 12 Col 1
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Death toll from cold wave now 138

Warm moisture
brewing dense fog

from Bay

By Special Correspondent

At least 138 people died from
cold bite in different parts of
the country during the last two
weeks, reports from different
sources available in Dhaka
said.

Dense fog shrouded the sun
for the second consecutive day
yesterday, And the cold wave
made lile miserable for the

r.

s thcmga sed the
ings du t cau
deathunnil.lagmly in the northern
districts, the sources said.

The cold brought mer-
cury down to 6.4 degree Celsius
in Jessore on Saturday. the
minimum recorded cially.
But unofficial sources claimed
that it was hovering around
four degree in the n re-
gion. :
Since the cold pushed mer-
cury down, unofficial sources
said, 34 ﬁqplc died in Nil-
phamast,- 30°in-
at Kurigr 16 each in Dina-
j&:ur and urgaon. 10 in

aibandha; 7 in Rangpur,

18
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The fog will continue for at
least two more days, today and
tomorrow, .a Meteorological
Department official told The
Daily Star last night.

See Page 12 Col 2

No iftar party,

buy clothes for
the poor with
that money: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina Lfg:;stcrday decided to hold
no y and utilise the
money thus saved for pur-

clothes for the poor and
homeless who are
most In the severe cold wave
across the country., reports
'-.Em: S b et L e - =y
The Prime Minister al::l:lealed
to the well-off people to

See Page 12 Col 4
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Italian PM

arrives
today

By Staff Correspondent

A warm welcome awaits Ital.
ian. Prime. Mimister Prof Ruj
mano Prodi when he arrives i
the city this evening at 7.30 on 2
two-da official visit tc

adesh.

rime_Minister Sheik}
Hasina w:lﬂ I'Eﬂt:;"ﬂ her Italiar
counter nd his spouse
Madamgj F'Ia&- Prodi aii the
airport. After the formal cere-
mony, the visiting dignitary
will be driven in a motorcade fs
Sonargaon- Hotel where he will
staying, . .
The Italian prime mijnister's
70-member emtourage will' in.
clude 12 officials an{{’30 repre-
sentatives of internationall
renowned Italian compani
such as FIAT automobiles, Itz
tel and Nuava Telspazia. o

His entourage will also.
clude Foreign Tra

See Fage 12 Col 4179
-Contract with *
Indus Valley

cancelled

The Government has can:
celled the controversial con
tract between the RAJUK ani
the Singapore-based Indus Val:
ley Investment Private Ltd, ir
the public interest, repoits

The contract was signed.tg
develop the Gulshan-Banani:
Baridhara lake, "‘an  official
handout said.- . :

Earlier, an enquiry commit.
tee led by the Housifg and
lic Works Secretary sub
its report on this project
decision on cancelldti
contract was taken on the bé
of the enquiry committee:}
port. '

The Government has al
rected the Indus Valley to im-
mediately close down its loca
office. :

Rejoinder
Alhaj Fazlur Rahma
chairman of Rahman Gro
has sent a rejoinder to a st
published in The Daily Star

January 28. In his rejoind
Rahman said:

"Eyer changing colour of
faumnﬁ;ﬂmw" in you
Page 12 Col 5
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drug, prescribed for remedy of

cough, allergy, excessive accu-
mulation of mucous in the
nasal cavity and few other sim-
ilar symptoms. We have also
asked them to stop further im-
port of raw materials used to
produce the drug.” said Md Ab-
dul Malek, Director of Drug
Administration.

He said. "The order came fol-,

a warning from the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) late last month about the
See Page 12 Col 8
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NATASA CORPORATION Ltd.

HEARTIEST WELCOME TO
PROF. ROMANO PRODI

THE PRIME MINISTER OF ITALY
AND MEMBERS OF HIS DELEGATION FOR THEIR
FIRST EVER VISIT TO BANGLADESH.

WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD FOR EVER
LASTING CO-OPERATION AND RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES.

Suite # 603, Concord Tower, 113 Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1000
Tel : 933 7436 & 933 7437 Fax : (02) 933 7438 e-mail :
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Employees of edn
boards may call
off strike today
By Staff Correspondent

LierReog o 5

education s may call off
their indefinite strike, today af-
ter a of the leaders of
Inter-education Board -
ees Federation with of
the Education and the

See Page 12 Col 7. _I'.'.'-'-“
Senator Harkin
due today

US Senator Tom Harkin,
famous for his Bill against

American of garments
made with child labour, will
arrive in the city today, reports

mmmm!\thﬂ
See Page 12Col 8
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Within each country live the histories and hopes of millions of people. Honoring their differences guides huw-#"
do business. As one of the world’s largest international petroleum companies, Chevron has established lasting partnerships
with more than 70 nations. We share innovative tcchnqlogics, provide

numerous job opportunities and maintain some of the highest environmental

standards on earth. Together we not only develop petroleum resources
for today, we help deliver prosperity for tomorrow.

~ Chevron

The symbol of partnership,



