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Pe
(American tennis superstar)
"Watching us lose from the
hotel room, that is not how I
wanted to finish my year.”

After the US team suffered a
whitewash at the hands of Swe-
den in the Davis Cup final.
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COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN
Competition-86
v Tick the Correct Answers

on Jan 9, 1998

1{ Whoisthe Australia cricket
coach?

/ Lillee Marsh Stmpson
2| Wholisthe Argentina soccer
coach? ;
Passarella |* Venables Cruyfl
3| Which county will Lara lead
next year? .
Essex | Durham | Warwickshire

4 Who hit the first century in |
this year's Premier Division |
cricket league? 1‘

Nadim | Saeed |  Kazmi

| 5| Wholifted the women's singles |

title of the national TT

School Address ............

championships? |
i | Tumpa | Zulekha |

|

|

Name ........ - ;
f

Class ......... Roll No. .......... |
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Popov ready
to roll

PERTH, Jan 6: Alexander
Pepov. supreme champion of
the 1990s, is ready in mind if
niot fully in body to take on alt
challengers to his titles at the
World Swimming Champi-
onships next week. reports
Reuters.

The Australian-based Rus-
sian, who became the first
swimmer to retain the Olympic
50 and 100 metres freestyle ti-
tles at the 1996 Atlanta Ganes,
aims lor an identical "double
sprint doutble” when he defends
the world crowns he won in
Rome in 1994,

He contests the 100 freestyle
on January 14 and the 50
freestyle on January 17 in the
Challenge Stadium 50-metre
pool.

"Everything is up in your
head — upstairs,” Popov told re-

rters. “If the head is ready the

y will follow."

The extra physical zing has
€l to come for the 26-year-old

ussian, "l should have known
(the feeling) about three weeks
ago but I didn't notice it yet,” he
said.

Popov proved his full recov-
ery from a knife attack by a
roadside melon-seller in Mos-
cow a month after the 199G Ol-
ympics when he set the fastest
times in the world for 1997 in
both the 50 and 100 freestyle at
last August's European Cham-
pionships in Seville

"We've done all the mental

The national selecltors yes
iciday ailbouiiced a l<4-ian
Bangladesh sguacl for the Coca
Cola Independence Cup cricket
tournament, scheduled to
in the capital from January 10,
Akram Khan, who was retained
as captain, will lead the home-
side in the tri-nation tourney,
which also includes India and
Pakistan.

But in the new-look national
team, that has gone through a
major reshufile after the disas-
trous tour of New Zealand, of-
lered a recall for as many as
live players. The most sensa-
tional inclusion being off-
spinner Shariful Haq Plabon.

The right-arm tweaker, a
member of the national team
during the infamous Kenya ICC
safari in 1994 but was left in the
lurch for the last four years,
will act as Lhe second recognised
spinner alongside Mohammad
Ralique, a left-arm spinner who
missed the Bangladesh bus to
down under due to injury.

Young opener Shahriar Hos-
sain Bidyut. who made his de-
but at the highest level in a
three-nation tourney in Kenya
last year but was not considered
for New Zealand due to poor
form. was the other notable in-

Exhibition h’ball

CHITTAGONG, Jan 6: An ex-
hibition match between the
wsiling German handball team
and Chittagong Mahanagari
Krira Sangstha will be held at
Dampara Police Lines ground
here tomorrow afternoon, re-
ports BSS.

Minister for Labour and
Manpower M A Mannan will
witness the match as the chief

puest.

Sports Reporter
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Tickets go on
sale today

Sports Reporter

Tickets for the Coca-Cola
Independence Cup go on sale
from this morning through ten
selected branches of the Al-
Baraka Bank.

The Branches are: Principal
Office, [mamf(arH. VIP Road
(Naya Paltan)., Narayanganj,
Mirpur Road, Bangsal. Islam-
pur, Kawran Bazar, Gulshan
and Dilkusha.

The prices for different tick-
ets are: VIP (Shaheed Jemel
Gate] Tk 1200, Club House [(Gate
No 2} Tk 750, Western Galle
Tk 150, Ladies enclosure
150, Eastern Gallery Tk 100.

~ Besides, there are 24 hospi-
tality boxes each containing ten
seats. Price of a box for the
whole tourney is Tk one lakh.

Flame heads for Nagano

TOKYO, Jan 6: From frozen
Hokkaido in the north and
tropical Okinawa in the south,
the Olympic flame on Tuesday
begarr making its way across
Japan to Nagano, where the
first Winter Games in Asia in
nearly three decades are to open
next month, reports AP.

The relay began on the
southern isfand of Okinawa
with local high school long
distance runner Miwa Ishiki
taking the torch from Gov
Masahide Ota on a course that
will lead up the coast of the Sea
of Japan.

The ceremony was held at a
memorial to the nearly 200.000
people believed to have died in
the battle for Okinawa in 1945,
the last major land campaign
of World War [I.

"It is very significant that
the flame, symbol of the
Olympics, departs from this
memorial to peace,” Ota said.

The second set of runners
was to start later Tuesday from
Sapporo, the largest city on the
northern Japanese island of
Hokkaido and the first Asian
ity to host the Winter Gaines,

Sapporo hosted in 1972, and
althoupgh Seoul hosted the
summer Games in 1988,
Nagano will mark the Winter
Olympics’ return to Asia afier a
26-year hiatus.

Akitsugu Konno, who won a
ski jumping silver medal in the

FINA to go for
four-year ban

PERTH. Australia, Jan 6:
World swimming's governin
hody Tuesday continued to snu
the International Olympic
comimittee's desire for stan-
dardised drug penalties by re-
taining four-year penalties for
first offenders, reports AP.

At its congress on the eve of

the world swimming champi-

onships, FINA president
Mustapha Larfaoui called a halt
to a debate on whether to move
to two-year bans after only four
speakers.

Delegates from Australia,
Britain. Barbados and Den-
mark spoke for retaining four-
year bans,

Larfaoui than told the
congress that it was obvious
that its sentiment backed a re-
tention of current FINA rules.
His statement was mel with ap-
plause from the floor.

The TOC wants all sports un-
der its banner Lo have standard
two-year bans for first offend-
ers because of difficulty in forc-
ing four-year suspensions in
the face of international court
proceedings.

Australia Swimming presi-
dent Te Gathercole said the
mood of the congress was clear
— it did not want a change.,

1972 gaines, was the first torch-
bearer on the route from Sap-
ro. Junichi Ishida, a well-
nown actor and TV personal-
ity. led runners on yet a third
course hea toward Nagano
along Japan's fic coast.
Some 1,200 nmners and sev-
eral thousand escorts will c
the three torches through all 4
of Japan's prefectures on a trek
of 1,150 kilometres (690 miles)
before arriving in Nagano for
the games' Feb 7 opening cere-

mu_:rlfy;.
e games are to continue
through Feb 22,

Midori Ito, Albertiville fig-
ure skating silver medalist, will
have the honour of lighting the
flame at the o g ceremony
— though exactly how she is to
do that remains a secret.

Organisers say they are
planning to F&pper the opening
with lots of Japanese culture.
including an ancient ritual ;l:?ltr-
formed by sumo wrestlers that
is believed to war off evil spirits
and bad luck.

Pillars will also be set up at
the cardinal directions to sym-
bolise the sanctity of the venue
where the opening ceremony is
to be held.

Not all in Japan are wel-
coming that idea.

The inclusion of such ele-
ments from the native Shinto
religion in a government-
backed event has irked some
civil activists and Christian
groups, who see it as a violation
ol the country's constitutional
separation of church and state.

clusion in the team as well as
veteran  all-rounder Khaled
Mahmud Sujon and young
right-arm. seamer Zakir Hos-
sain.

But for Zakir and Sujon,
who will act as a third seamer,
the Dhaka spectacle will be
their debut in official one-day

cricket.
\A doughty Javed Omar is
likely to opener the innings

with Shahriar. A lithe Sanwar
Hossain, vice-captain Aminul
Islam, a portly skip Akram
Khan and young right-handed
batsman Hasanuzzaman, one of
the few consistent performers
in New Zealand, make up the
top order.

Hasibul Hossain and Safi-
uddin Ahmed Babu, the two
right-arm seamers, are likely to
open the attack. While Khaled
Masud Pilot will be the lone
man behind the stumps in a
team, blend with youth and ex-
perience,

Slow-left arm spinner Sai-
fullah Gem was the only no-
table omission. On the other
hand former national skipper
Faruque Ahmed, who was
called up for the trials after a
long absence, was forced to
withdraw at the eleventh hour
due to a in injury.

Bangladesh will take on In-
dia in the inaugural match on
January 10.

The Bangladesh team:
Akram Khan |captain). Aminul
Islam (vice-captain), Javed
Omar Belim, Shahriar Hossain,
Sanwar Hossain. Khaled Mah-
mud Sujon. Khaled Masud Pilot,
Mohammed Rafique,
Hasanuzzaman, Hasibul Hos-
sain, Safiuddin Ahmed,
Habibul Bashar Sumon, Zakir
Hossain and Shariful Haq
Plabon.

But the critics remain a tiny
minority, and after what has
been a very bumpy run-up to
the Games organisers are much

more concerned with other po-

tential problems which lie
ahead.
The Nagano Olympics are

expecied to be the largest ever,
with a record 71 countries regis-
tered to participate and a
schedule that includes three
rnew sports — curling, women's
ice and snowboarding.
Organisers have been stung
by complaints that some of the
venues are sub-standard, and
are still working out a new
course for the men's downhill
skiing race because of com-
plaints the original course was
too short.

With just one month to go.

however, Nagano's fickle
weather is now foremost on
their minds. -

Forecasters say the El Nino
warming pattern could mean
less snow on venues at lower al-
titudes. To keep on top of the
situation organisers have set
up one of the most elaborate
weather watching arrange-
ments the Olympics have ever
seer, A

But even the lighting of the
flame last month was not with-
out fts bad omens.

Women dressed as high
priestesses shivered through
rain and near freezing tempera-
tures at the ritual kindling cer-
emony at the ancient birthplace
of the Games in Olympia,
Greece.

M ade itn India

NEW DELHI, Jan 6 [AFP): A § 1996 and invited to train in

16-year-old schoolboy is set to
become India's first representa-

tive at the Winter Olympics — in
a sport totally unKnown in the
country of 960 million

pcﬂlplt
Shiva Keshavan., a final-
vear student at the Lawrence
School in the north Indian hill
resort of Sanawar, will compete
in the luge at the Olympics in
the Japanese city of Nagano
next month.

in a iand in love with cricket
and hockcy, most people would
not recognise a luge if it hit
them in the shins.

Keshavan's place in India's
sport hall of fame, however,
will be assured when he tackles
his lirst run at the Games, using
equipment borrowed from
abroad.

' Keshavan, whose mother is
Italian and father from the
southern Indian state of Kerala,
flew out to N o today.

While his friends stuck to
India’s favourite sports, Kesha-
van first took up skiing at his
home at the foot of the Hi-
malayas before taking to the

Austria.

Keshavan's first major in-
ternational appearance, how-
ever, proved a disaster, selected
for the World Championships.
he broke his ankle during a
training run.

But he impressed the na-
tional selectors in the World
Cup in Calgary, earning himself
a berth for Nagano.

Keshavan said before leav-
ing: "You need at least five
at the top to win a medal, I've
barely been two years in the
sport.

“When [ was training in Cal-
E1alj',r. the top stars were already

Nagano, now | will get barely
three weeks to tune up for my
event.

"1t is important to get used to
the track. I need to have the
course at the back of my mind
so that I do not lift my head at a
crucial time and slow myself
down.”

He had hoped that his -
ents could watch him pcrfgan;
in Nagano.

"l would feel so much more

‘ Sport
Bangladesh squad named]

!

Sports Reporter
BRIEF SCORES

ORIENT SC: 218 for three in
35 overs ( Jewel 81, Ishaque
57. Rezaul 38 n.o., Shaon 1/32)
GULSHAN YOUTH: 140 for
eight in 35 overs [Farid 39,
Sudha 30, Ziad 18 n.o., Shaon
17, Dalim 2/14, Lucky 2/16)

Result: Orient SC won by 78

runs.

Orient Sﬁoan‘; Club recor-
ded an emphatic 78-run victory
over Gulshan Youth Club in a
First Division cricket league
affair at the City Club ground
yesterday.

In a match reduced to 35
overs a side due to f
. opener Abdul Karim Jewel
scored 81 runs as Orient, elect-
ing to bat first after calling the

correct, piled up a huge 218
for three.

Jewel, who lost his openi
partner Babu (1) in the sevent
over with the scoreboard on 44,
shared a 121-run partnership
with one down Ishaque (57) be-
fore returning to the dressing
room In the 26th over with Ori-
ent firmly placed on 165.

In his 83-ball innings. Jewel
hammered 12 fours and a six
while Ishaque, who faced 62
balls for his 57, hit seven
boundaries.

After Jewel and Ishaque laid
the solid foundation, Rezaul (38
not out) and Ashique (13 not
out) followed them with an un-
beaten 51-run partnership for
the fourth wicket.

In reply, Gulshan Youth were
restricted to 140 for eight in the
stipulated 35 overs with two
lower middle order bats Farid
and Sudha contributing 39 and
30 runs respectively.

Div II cricket
Sports Reporter

Youn Pegasus Club,
Mariner Youngs Club. Jatrabart
Krira Chakra and Uttara
Friends' Club won their respec-
tive Acme Second Division

matches played at different city
venues yesterday.

Young Pegasus recorded an
81-run victory over Gandaria
Cricketers at the Uttara
Friends’ Club ground, Mariner
Young's Club beat Amarjyoti
Club %' four wickets at the T&T

round in Mahakhali, Jatra-

bari whitewashed Shantinagar
A’ by nine wicket at the Dhan.-

mondi Club und while Ut-

tara Friends' Club handed Lal-

bagh Union Sporting Club a six-
wicket defeat at the Mirpur

Outer Stadium.

BKSP down
hosts

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Krira Shikkha
Protisthan (BKSP) recorded a
solitary goal victory over Nepal
national youth team in their
inaugural match of the Gal
International youth football
tournament held in Kathmandu
on Monday.

Surat struck the winner for
the visitors.

BKSP were scheduled to play
their second match yesterday
and a victory would ensure
them a berth in the semifinals,
Says a press release.

Zia Smriti

cricket

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Jan 6: City Ca-
ble Network Club and Diganta
Proshari Sangha won waeir re-
spective 10th Shaheed Zia Sm-
riti cricket tournament
matches at the Rajshahi College
ground here today.

In the first match, City Cable
registered a 35-run victory over
Wanderers Cricket Club while
Diganta Proshari beat Ekata
Sangha by three wickets.

Pete, Martina
ITF's best

LONDON, Jan 6: Pete Sam-
pras and Martina Hingis were
named as the International
Tennis Federation (ITF) world
champions on Monday, reports
Reuters.

Sampras, the Australian
Open and Wimbledon cham-
Hiun. took the honour for the

ith successive year. Hingis.
who won three of the Grand
Slams and lost in the final of
the French Open, won for the
first time.

"Pete Sampras continued to

weather
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IGNORANCE OR INDIFFERENCE? The VIP Gate No 1 and VVIP and Media Gate has

been renamed Shahid Jewel Gate and Shahid Mushtaq Gate respectively. The spelling
should raise highbrows as the gates are dedicated to martyred (shaheed) cricketers.

— Star photo

LAHORE, Jan B6:

‘ The Pakistan Cri-

| cket Board (PCB)

. sald on Monday

" they would soon

L || name a new cap-

: tain for next mo-

nth's tour of South Africa after

Wasim Akram’'s resignation

from the captaincy at the week-
end.

PCB chief executive Majid
Khan told Reuters Akram had
informed the board verbally
about his decision but had not
put it in writing.

Majid confirmed a newspa-
per interview quoting Akram as
saying he would never lead Pak-
istan again but would still be
available to play and would co-
operate with his successor. He
has, however, opted out of the
three-nation one-day tourna-
ment being organised by
Bangladesh in Dhaka f(rom
January 10. That team Is led by
wicketkeeper Rashid Latif.

Majid confirmed Akram, 31,
had told the board he was quit-
ting because of allegations of
match-fixing and betting.

His resignation is seen as a
blow to the team even though
his captaincy in last month's

‘Search for a successor

Sharjah Cup one-day tourna-
ment came under heavy criti-
cism after his side went down
by seven runs to England. the
eventual winners,

MAJID KHAN

Akram complained about
harassment and public criti-
cism lollowing Pakistan's poor

showing in a four-team one-day
ltournament in Pakistan to cel-
ebrate the golden jubilee of the
country's ind ence and the
Sharjah Cup.

“It has been one of the most
difficult decisions to take but I
have decided to play as an ordi-
nary player,” Akram said in the
weekend, interview with the
Dawn.

With 334 Test wickets and
341 in one-day games Akram is
one of the most successful pace
bowlers in the game today.

He led Pakistan to a historic
3-0 victory over West Indies in
the home Test series last
maonth.

As a ::':3:1&11’1 in 17 Tests, he
led his side to victory in nine,
lost and drew four matches
each. In the 72 one-dayers,
Akram was successful in 43
games, lost 28 and tied one.

Last week, his father was re-
I::orted by local newspapers to

ave been kidnapped and re-
leased after payment of a ran-
som, an incident which some
believed was linked to betting.

Akram, however, flatly de-
nied the incident but said his
family had received death
threats. -

PERTH., Jan 6:
South Africa av-
enged last year's
loss in the final
by beating the
United States 21
in the Hopman Cup mixed team
tournament on Monday, re-
ports Reuters.

The win was achieved when
Wayne Ferreira and Amanda
Coetzer held out against
Jonathan Stark and Chanda

- 1 ¥y . -
i i o olutaly S R
- "

French No 1 Mary Pierce executes a forehand return

Rubin 6-2, 5-7, 6-1 in an enter-
taining mixed doubles.

The Americans were given a
dream start by Rubin, who
overpowered world number four
Coetzer 6-4, 6-3.

Stark, a late replacement for
the injured Justin Gimelstob,
took the first set against Fer-
reira but the 27-year-old South
Alfrican found a way to counter
Stark's booming first serve and
fought to a 3-6, 6-3. 6-4 victory.
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during her match against Anke Huber of Germany in the
Hopman Cup in Perth on Jan 6. Pierce won 4-6, 6-4, 6-3.

— AP/UNB photo

uth Africa's revenge

The South Africans were
cruising at a set and 4-1 up in
the mixed before the United
States surged back to force a de-
ciding set. But the Africans
raced through jt.

South Alrica’s néxt outing is
against Germany on Tuesday
evening, while the United
States meet France.

Earlier on Monday Arantxa
Sanchez-Vicario compensated
for a disappointing perfor-
mance by teammate Carlos
Moya as Spain beat Slovakia.

Seventh-ranked Moya, suf-
fering from a cold caught on a
flight to Australia from Spain
over the weekend, was defeated
g.:.r Karol Kucera, ranked 24, 7-5,

4,

Sanchez-Vicario easily dis-
posed of 29th-ranked a
Habsudova 6-2, 6-3 and the
Spaniarcds went on to win the
mixed 7-6, 6-1.

Henman ousts

Sanchez

DOHA., Qatar. Jan 6: Tim
Henman, o lost in the finals
of this tournament in 1997, de-
feated Spain's Javier Sanchez
7-5, 6-1 Monday in the first
round of the one million dol-
lars Qatar , the first tour- -
nament of the ATP season, re-
ports AP,

"The first set was close
tonight,”" Henman said. "You are
always anxious to do well in the
first match of the year.”

Henman, seeded fifth, next
Elays Gullaume Raoux of

rance. Raoux defeated Bohdan

EUIirach of the Czech Republic 7-
, 6-4.

Henman could meet fellow

Briton Greg Rusedski in the fi-
nal since both are in different
parts of the draw.,

Rusedski, the top seed, meets
Spain's Juan Albert Viloca in
his first-round match Tuesday.
Rusedski, the US Open runner-
up. was promoted to top seed af-
ter Yevgeny Kafelnikov pulled
out because of a knee injury.
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