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Meet on proposed
tribal affairs
ministry today

By Special Correspondent
A special meeting of high of-

ficials with Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina will be held to-

d

tribal affairs ministry against
the backdrop of last month's
accord on Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT).

The draft will be later placed
before the Cabinet for approval,
hjghﬂy placed sources said last
night.

They said the government is

See Page 12 Col 2

4 sister cos of
Beximco fail
to repay loan

instalments

Star Report

Four sister concerns of Bex-
imco group have defaulted in
repaying their loan instal-
ments to Arab Bangladesh
Bank amounting to 12.72
crore due on December 30 last.

These companies —
Satkhira Fisheries, Pharmatek
Chemicals., Khulna Fisheries,
and Mrittika Ltd — had their
loans guaranteed by the Bex-
imco Group.

As such, Beximco is held li-
able for any default by the four
companies. The total outstand-
ing loan of these companies to
AB Bank stands at over Tk 115
crore.

Accord to sources. these
companies have written to AB
Bank saying that they would

See Page 12 Col 1

UP chairman
shot dead in

Cox's Bazar

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR., Jan 5: A
newly-elected Union Parishad
Chairman was shot dead here
today.

- According
unidentified assailants at-
tacked Amir Hamja Sikdar,
chairman-elect of Chakmarkul
Union Parishad when he was
arbitrating a dispute between
twp groups.of local ple at a
tea stall at about 8 pm. He re-
ceived bullet wounds in his
head and died on way to Cox's
Bazar Sadar Hospital,

The attackers, equipped with
arms, chased the p-eupre attend-
ing the arbitration.

The body of Sikdar was sent
to the sadar hospital morgue for
autopsy.

No case was filed in connec-
tion with the killing till filing
of this report.

Businessman
abducted 1n Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 5: A
businessman was abducted by
armed terrorists from Balu-
ardighi area near Khatungonj
in the city this evening, police
said.

The victim Mujibur Rahman
was abducted at 7:30 pm from
his business house by the gun-
men who came by auto-rick-
shaw, police said.

On receipt of the informa-
tion, police and the detective
branch launched a joint opera-
tion in the city to rescue him.

In another incident yester-
day, a businessman was robbed
of Taka 3.50 lakh from
Lalkhan Bazar area in the city,
police said.

The businessman M A Halim
came under attack in the morn-
ing while he got into his car to
go :.jn his business house, police
said.
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Dhaka now to host special WC cricket

The special World Cup
cricket tournament, the biggest
after the World Cup, involvin
nine test playing nations wi
now be held in Dhaka instead of
Sharjah, from October 26 to
November 4 this year. report
agencies.

The tournament. to be held
on knock-out basis. aims at
raising money for the Interna-
tional Cricket Council. which
administers the game. The
venue was shifted because of
sponsorship problems in the

(Gas purchase from Sangu well

Country to incur $400m
loss in 15 years

Bangladesh will incur a loss
of over 400 million US dollars
over the next 15 years, by pur-
about one trillion cubic
feet of gas from Sangu Gas
Field, now being developed b
British company Cairn, accord-
ing to a calculation by energy
experts.

This huge loss will be in-
curred mainly due to the wide
gag between the government-
subsidised sale Erice of gas and
the agreed purchase price from
Sangu. Another reason is esca-
lation of the Sangu Field devel-
opment cost, which the Petro-
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United Arab Emirates.

“There are some restrictions
on sponsorship in Sharjah
which will significantly reduce
the income from the event.,"
Jagmohan Dalmiya. the ICC
chief, told reporters in Calcutta,
the capital of West Bengal state.

India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
En%land, Australia. New
Zealand, South Africa, the West

Indies and Zimbabwe will par-
ticipate in the one-day champi-

nnshllp*
All the matches will be

By Sharier Khan

bangla has not yet agreed to.

Dollar rate fluctuation will
also affect Bangladesh's share
of profit.

Besides, there is a provision
in the present Production Shar-
ing Contract (PSC) under which
Petrobangla pays the corporate
tax of the oil company.

Cairn is expected to supply
cﬁ of

160 million cubic feet {mm

Jas per day to the national grid
rom April next. As per the PSC,
Petrobangla will pay about 9. 33
million US dellars in foreign
currency per month for Cairn's
share of gas (which would be
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played in Dhaka and the final
is scheduled for Nov 3.

Bangladesh Cricket Board

resident and Deputy Minister

or Shippinlg Saber Hossain
Chowdhury later conveyed the
me of the ICC president at
a hurriedly called press confer-

ence at the BCB oflice here yes-
terday afternoon.

The BCB chief told newsmen
that the ICC president talked
with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and finalised Dhaka as
the new venue after receiving

126 mmef out of 160 mmcf).

By selling 160 mmcf gas in ‘ '

the local market, the govern-
ment will get 5.76 million dol-
lars per month. The deficit per
month will be 3.57 million
dollars if local price of gas is
not raised to the level of inter-
national gas price.

Bangladesh will face severe

positive response from the head
of the government herself,

"We were the first choice.”
Saber Chowdhury said, "but
missed the bid due to weather
Embltm, How the schedule have

een partially changed as
weather in Dhaka generally
remains good in later part of
October and early November,"
he said.

The ICC, in its executive
committee meeting last month
in Calcutta, decided to offer the
event to Sharjah to organise it

The Baily Star
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in September following
Ban_[%adesh‘s regret, he said.

e BCB president said, "our
target is to turn Dhaka into a
permanent venue for interna-
tional cricket and I hope ICC
will consider our proposal after
the Independence Cup, this spe-
cial World Cup tournament and
next year's Asia Cup cricket."

The detailed programme of
the ICC Knock-Out World Cup

will be announced after a

resident, its
Finance and

meeting with ICC
chief executive an
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more lives

By Staff Correspondent

The cold wave that has been
sweepin’; the country since Sat-
urday claimed nine more lives

Marketing committee chair-
man in Dhaka on Janu 16,

The ICC officials will be here
during the Independence Cup
cricket tournament to be held
January 10-18,

Replying to a question. the
BCB president said Bangladesh
Betar will broadcast the run-

ning commmentary of the tri-na- | in three districts — Sherpur,
tion Independence Cup cricket Slratjgan' and Jamalpur — in
and Bangladesh Television is | the fast 24 hours.

also expected to telecast the
matches live.

Of the victims, two died in:
Sherpur, three in Sirajganj and
[our in Jamalpur.

economic crisis in the next five | B

yvears by payving this amount,
sources claimed. |
"Petrobangla, which will pay
this money to Cairn, will ge
come bankrupt within 10 years |
See Page 12 Col 6

to witnesses,

Prokrichi postpones programme

Reforms body to remove
anomalies, says PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called upon
the government officials to
make united and integrated
efforts for achieving rapid
economic growth, reporis UNB.

"All of you will have to work
together for the welfare of the
people and rapld economic
development of the country.”
she said while talking to the
leaders of Prokrichi-BCS
Central Coordination Council
at her office yesterday morning.

A 40-member delegation of
the Prokrichi-BCS Coordina
tion Council called an the
Prime Minister to hand over a
memorandum containing an
appeal to remove anomalies in

the pay scale of different service
cadres created followin

upgradation of 329 posts o
administration cadre.

Council Chairman Engr Dr
MAK Azad. presented the me-
morandum to the Prime Minis-
ter with a six-point charter of

dernand, including removal of_ _

anomalies in pay scale.
Following the meeting with

the Prime Minister. the council

chairman announced the post-

ponement of their January 8
programme.
At the meeting. the PM

assured the tirlriqatmn of loo-

King into their demands. She

hoped that all the anomalies,
See Page 12 Col 5

Admin cadres
form body to

press demands

By Special Correspondent

About 200 members of the
BCS administrative cadre yes-
terday formed an action com-
mittee to press their seven-
point demand including imme-
diate implementation of upgra-

dation of 321 posts in their ]
~ cadre.

The 31-member committee
head * Dr Mujibur Rahman,
£ ¥ secretary tn the fi- |
nance ministry, was formed at
a meeting at the conference
room of the finance ministry.

Farlier. they gathered in
front of the Finance Secretary's
oflice protesting a ministry de-
cision on Thursday to put on
hold a December 21 order. up-
grading 321 posts. action com-

See Page 12 Col 5
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Our Sherpur Correspondent
reports: The cold wave claimed
two more lives in the district
" yesterday.

According to sources, an old
woman and a new-born baby
aged 21 days died of cold wave
in Sadar thana of the district.

The body of the old woman,
aged about 50, was handed over
to her husband Anwar Kazi, The
new-born baby could not be
identified,

UNB adds: The severe cold
wave, claimed seven more lives
in Sirajganj and Jamalpur dis-

See Page 12 Col |

Nasim says
Proposal for
dialogue

already there
By Staff Correspondent

The government will not
make any fresh bid to re-open
the dialogue with the BNP to
bring the party back to the
Jatiya Sangsad.

The government stance has
been taken as its recent move
for a fresh dialogue to resolve
the parliamentary stand-off re-
ceived no satisfactory response
from the BNP.

"Our proposal for a [resh dia-
logue is already there. We're not
going to make proposal for ne-
Fﬂtiatinn any more ... In a par-
iamentary democracy, we be-
lieve, both the sides in the
House have equal responsibil-
ity." Telecommunications and
Works Minister Mohammad
Nasim told a couple of reporters
at his Hare Road official resi-
dence in the city yesterday
evening.

Nasim, Organising Secre-
tary of the ruling Awami League
who was earlier assigned by the
Prime Minister to open dia-
logue with the BNP ahead of the

While roads like this one (top) linking Tejgaon railway station remained in a pitiable
condition for long, the Dhaka City Corporation is busy rebuilding the well-laid sidewalks
(bottom) in central Dhaka. Like the station road, all other roads in the Tejgaon area
including the one leading to Kawaran Bazar, are in a bad shape.

winter session of the JS, termed
BNP's decision to boycott the
parliament a "wrong step.” The
winter session is due to start on

—Star photo | January 14.

‘ministry officials by a

Edn boards employees demand

Stop implementation
of Task Force report

By Staff Correspondent

The Inter-education Board
Employees Federation said
vesterday that the indefinite
strike by employees of the eight
education boards will be called
off if the education ministry
gives a written assurance that
the Task Force (TF} report will
not be implemented.

This was conveyed to the
10-
member delegation of high offi-
cials of seven boards during a
meeting ]y#s-:terda}'. Prior to
meeting the officials, the dele-
gation held a three-hour meet-
ing with the Federation leaders,

But the ministry's reaction
was not yet known, sources in
the boards’ delegation told The
Daily Star last night.

e delegation which is me-
diatinﬁ between the Ministry
and the Federation will hold
another meeting with the Fed-
eration leaders this morning on
the basis of the ministry’'s reac-
tion, they said.

When contacted, a high offi-
cial of the ministry said. “The
demand put forward as a pre:
condition to call off the strike
is not logical,"

‘Offer for direct talks be-
tween the Federation leaders
and the Ministry officials is
still open.” said an authorita-
tive source in the ministry.
“They may avall the opportu-
nity if they want.”

The boards’ delegation com-
prised the chairmen of Dhaka,
Rajshahi, Jessore, Comilla and
Chittagong education boards,
the chairman of Technical Edu-
cation Board. controllers of
Dhaka and Jessore education
hoards. Deputy Controller of
Rajshahi Iiuartf and the Secre-
tary of the Text Book Board.

During talks with the
boards’ delegation. the Federa-
lion was represented by its
President Amjad Hossain Bak-
shi, an employee of Dhaka
Board, Secretary Syed Makbool
Ahmed of Comilla Board, vice
presidents Haroon Bhuiyan of
Technical Education Board,
Ansar Ali of Jessore Board.
Amir Hossain of Madrassah
Board and Joint Secretary of
the Federation Mohammad Ab-
dul Hanif Khan of Dhaka

Board.
See Page 12 Col 3
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Agitation at
BIRDEM
deterred

till Feb 10

By Staff Correspondent

The situation at BIRDEM
remained calm yesterday but
Employvees Welfare Association
[EWA) leaders last night warned
that they would announce agi-
tation plans if the authorities
did not fulfil their promises.

“The authorities have
promised us that the 1992 ser-
vice rules would be amended by
February 10 and the 1996 ser- |
vice rules would automatically |
be considered null and void,”
Treasurer of the EWA Md Abdur |
Rashid said.

He told this correspondent.
"We have given the authorities
till February 10 to amend the
service rules. We have decided to
defer all our agitation pro-
frammes till then.”

Another leader of the EWA
said, "We will wait till February
10. Within this period, a five-
member national committee
headed by Maj Gen (rtd) A R
Khan will sit to fortnulate a new
set of service rules combinin
the service rules of 1992 an
1996. A five-member team of
EWA representatives will con-
stantly work with the commit-
lee.”

See Page 12 Col 2

Saga of Radio-TV autonomy-IV

Experts' body for BTV's package
programmes remains a hearsay

By Reaz Ahmad

man committee said, the com-
mittee was now overburdened
with an influx of package pro-

A full-fledged expert com-
muttee to examine acceptability
of 'Package Programmes' for
Bangladesh Television (BTV)
has not yet been formed after
passage of long eight months
since the state-run media
started telecasting such pro-
grammes -created by private
production houses, according to
BTV sources.

The expert committee is sup-
posed to be formed taking its
members from both public and
private sectors. In its place, an
incomplete and in-house com-
mittee is now in operation con-
sisting of only three BTV offi-
cials namely, Director General
Syed Salahuddin Zaki, Deputy
Director General Mostafa Ka-
mal Syed and General Manager
Nowajesh Ali Khan.

A proposal to incorporate
five to seven more members
from a cross section of profes-
sionals including artists, tech-
nicians and intellectuals re-
main shelved for months due to
lack of any decision,

Talking to The Daily Star,
on condition of anonymity, a
member of the present three-

grammes, each and every day
the number of which is going
up.

"We have to spend three to
four hours twice a week in
scruitinizing all these package
programmes in addition to our
day to day routine work,” he
said,

There are provisions for 'Sit-
ting Fee' and " Refreshment Al-
lowance' for committee mem-
bers but none of them could
draw those so far due to policy
bindings. As a full committee
has not yet been formed, the
‘Package programme Policy'
does not permit drawing of
money from a fund raised for
this purpose.

According to the policy, pri-
vate producers have to deposit a
sum of Tk. 5000 in an account
at TV Wing' in National Broad-
casting Authority (NBA) for
scrutinizing of each programme
submitted before the committee
and all necessary expenses are
supposed to be paid from that

- account.

Cases against
ULFA leader,
2 others filed

By Staft Correspondent

Three cases were lodged with
Mohammadpur thana in the
city against Anup Jetia alias
Golap Barua, the said general
secretary of United Liberation
Front of Assam (ULFA), and two
of his accomplices yesterday.

Meanwhile, the CID is likely
to take up the cases against the
three ‘Indian nationals,' now
det?ined at the Dhaka Central
Jail,

Police said Sub-Inspector
Farid Ahmed of Mohammadpur
thana filed the cases against
them on charges of illegal stay
in Bangladesh and for possess-
ing forged passports and foreign

See Page 12 Col 2

While talking with some
private producers, this corre-
spondent got an impression
that they felt strongly about the
necessity of a full committee so
that 'technical’ and 'aesthetic'
aspects of the programmes
could be better uated.

“Presently, there is no tech-
nical expert or artist in the
committee who can understand
the technical or aesthetic quali-
ties in our programmes,” said a
package programme producer.

See Page 12 Col 1

iIn a major move to revive
the market, the Securities and
Exchange Commission [(SEC)
has decided to withdraw the
circuit breaker, which will al-
low stock prices to jump or fall
beyond the now-imposed band.

But a "case-to-case” review
will be there for scrips behaving
abnormally.

The decision will take "im-
mediate” effect after certain
formalities by the bourses, ac-
cording to a senior SEC official.

Two officials, one each from
SEC and the stock exchange,
will jointly monitor the market
and decide on applying a circuit
breaker when a particular scrip
will rise or fall against market
fundamentals.

“It was a necessary step,” the

SEC official said, explaining
the rcﬁu]atnrs' prompt response
to brokers' plea made yesterday.
‘It is a bold decision to revive
the market.”

A 10 per cent across-the-
board band was slapped more
than a year ago when the mar-

ket was tFt:-ing through dramatic -

ups and downs. The market
wasn't behaving still, resulting
in a reduction of the band to
five per cent. It was again raised
to 10 per cent when the index
kept falling.

The prices would, however,
be allowed to fluctuate more
when companies would make
price-affecting disclosures such
as announcement of dividends,
right or bonus shares, expan-
sion or mergers. The validity

SEC to lift circuit breaker
to revive capital market

By Toufique Imrose Khalidi and M Shamsur Rahman

would remain for three days
within such price-affecting an-
nouncements.

“In international markets,
in the US for instance, circuit
breakers are used only in indi-
vidual cases when they are be-
having peculiarly,” the official
said, giving the rationale be-
hind the SEC decision.

Similarly, when prices will
fluctuate abnormally, for ex-
ample without any price-sensi-
tive disclosures, the monitors
will intervene based on a gen-
eral guideline framed by the
SEC. |

DSE councillors, frantically

Iunktni for ways to prop up the

bearis markc};. hag a meeting

with the SEC supremos yester-
See Page 12 Col 3

Dhaka to open three more

diplomatic missions soon
By M Anwarul Haq

Dhaka is taking prepara-
tions to open three more diplo-
matic missions shortly.

An embassy will be opened
in the Austrian capital of Vi-
enna, according to diplomatic
SOUrces.

Logistic work is already un-
derway to implement an earlier

overnment decision to open
ull-fledged resident missions
in the capitals of the Maldives
and Jordan.

The new mission in Vienna
will have ambassadorial level
representation. With this,
Bangladesh will have 46 am-
bassadorial level missions and
10 sub-missions.

It is learnt that the govern-
ment might close down the em-
bassy in Nairobi, capital of
Kenya, while proceeding
Vienna mission. Dhaka closed
its embassy in Harare recently,
capital of Zimbabwe.

to open

Dhaka's decision to open a
mission in Vienna came almost
six months after the Austrian
government expressed its de-
sire to provide free accommo-
dation for the Bangladesh em-

hassy.
ienna's importance as a
diplomatic hub is internation-
ally acknowledged. After New
York and Geneva, Vienna
houses the headquarters of sev-
eral important UN and inter-
national agencies. The UN In-
dustrial Development Organi-
sation (UNIDO), International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),
UN Social Issues Secretariate
and the Inter-governmental
Agency on Narcotics and Drugs
are headquartered in Vienna.
With the opening of the Vi-
enna mission, Bangladesh's

‘ambassadorial-level missions

in Europe will rise to 12.
See Page 12 Col 1

CHALLENGING CAREER
OPPORTUNITY IN

Che Daily Star

Che Raily Star is looking for
young men and women
between 25 and 35 years of
age having graduated with
Honours and highly proficient
in English, for employment in
reporting & sub-editing.

Those interested in pursuing
a career in journalism, pos-
sessing good English writing
skill, willingness to work in a
challenging environment, can
mail their CV with a recent
photo to Box No. 3257,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka by
10 January 1998.




