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The Signal from Aganagar

Medieval barbarity descended on Aganagar Sat-
urday afternoon. Gunmen mowed down newly
elected chairman of the newly created Aganagar
union, Haji Tariqullah. In retaliation a frenzied
mob led by the brother of the victim attacked the
house of liberation war commander and AL leader
Nurul Islam, drew him out, stabbed him and forc-
ing the man into a gunny bag set it on fire. About
thirty houses were ransacked. The whole area is
still shrouded by a sense of panic .

It is an irony that the place is hardly ten min-
utes journey from downtown Dhaka — across the
Buriganga and by countryboat ferry. The revolting
proceedings of Saturday afternoon smacked of a
blood feud in the making. Haji Tariqullah was
purportedly the head of an infamous terrorist gang
called Tariga Bahini and has been implicated in
numerous criminal cases including murder and
has alsq served jail terms. It is likely that he was
slain by some victims of his and his bahini's mis-
deeds. That no one from the area has come forward
to file a case with the police about the mind-bog-
gling killing of Nurul Islam, reportedly for fear of
Tariqa retribution, speaks amply of the Aganagar
area's unbroken subjection to terror over the years.

That police wouldn't even enter the scene, not to
speak of engaging the Tariga Bahini on rampage,
till well into the night is another proof of the unac-
ceptable law and order situation in Aganagar. It is
highly likely that the half-baked and vulgar urban
industrial and housing developments on the other
side of the river have been accompanied by a more
than equal rise in crime and criminals. The moral
of the Keraniganj double murder terror is - the
other side, from Barisal to Kaliganj, is no more
sleepy villages and needs intensive policing. This
alone cannot ensure the people of this other Dhaka
security and a civilised life. The establishment of a
municipality is overdue there. And unless a
planned town development is effected there and
soon, the whole area will rot into a bloated Agana-

- ' Boards in Limbo?

If the employees of the eight education boards
have not undergone a change of heart, a highly un-
likely prospect in view of their scheme of things,
then this year's SSC examinees may not have their
exams on time. The inter-board employees’ federa-
tion called indefinite strike from yesterday as a
follow up of their feet-dragging policy pursued over
the last couple of days. The Federation is demand-
ing the cancellation of the report of a task force set
up by the Education Ministry to probe the
widespread allegation of corruption in the educa-
tion boards.

Although the content of the report has not been
made public, it is understood from the various re-
ports published in the press from time to time that
the report is based on facts. No action has yet been
taken but the fear of beihig exposéd By tHe finrdings®
of this report has already sent the employees in a
frenzy of agitation. The reason for the board em-
ployees’ choice of this point of time for disruptive
programmes is obvious. With the SSC examina-
tions due in less than four months' time what
could be more expedient than to agitate now?

There is no doubt corruption in the education
sector has reached a point where it can no longer be
allowed to spawn unchallenged. We had welcomed
Education Ministry's initiative to probe into the
heart of darkness and uncover things. We reiterate
our support again. But the question that looms
large in this crusade against corruption and its
fallout is the future of the SSC examinees . We urge
the employees to give up this ploy of playing with
the future of thousands of examinees in order to at-
tain their 'goal’. This is blackmailing, pure and
simple. The Ministry of Education will make a
mistake if it shows leniency on this issue. What it
can do to keep the air clear from any possible con-
fusion is to get the findings of the report across to
people. Press could be of great help for that pur-
pose. It is on the right track and public need to
know that.

Turn it into an Advantage

Lest the government machinery is thrown off-
balance when the deluge sweeps in we deem it a
duty to share the rumblings of a storm our antenna
has lately caught. We have it on the authority of the
Malaysian Deputy Interior Minister Datuk Tajol
Gazali, as reported in a major Bangla daily yester-
day, that one million expatriate workers might be
sent packing by the severe economic depression in
Malaysia. Of them, a little more than one hundred
thousand are likely to be Bangladeshis on whom
though no termination notice has yet been served.
So, the first thing the %ﬂvernment ought to do is
join issue with the Malaysian government to try
and head off the unscheduled home-coming of so
many Bangladeshis. Failing which, the attempt
should be to persuade the Malaysian authorities to
at least reduce the number of returnees to a tolera-
ble extent.

We realise that manpower export is coming to a
fresh crunch from the depressive unemployment
situation across the whole of South East Asian re-
gion caught lately in the whirlwind of a deep finan-
cial crisis. During the last couple of years we have
seen waves of deportation of our wage-earning na-
tionals from abroad breaking on our shores in
close succession of surprises.

It is high time that in conjunction with our ef-
forts to break new grounds in manpower export we
stood ready with a blueprint to utilise the services
of the returnees. To the best of our knowledge, there
is no government policy to absorb or harness their
skills acquired the hard way overseas when they
are back to the country. Let their technical, super-
visory and management skills be fully identified,
categorised and inventoried for early utilisation in
the various sectors of our economy. We cry hoarse
on human resource development groping for a
breakthrough but here is something tangible to go
forward with: the returnees cannot only cater to
our growing needs for variegated skills but also
help groom technicians in the country under a spe-
cific skill multiplication programme if this is
adopted. They can really be the catalyst for change
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ANGLADESH was born
with the stiﬁma of being
one of the poorest
countries of the world. Although
it is not exactly known where
are we placed now according to
the socio-economic index of the
World Bank or IMF, but being
an identified LDC (least
developed country) this country
is still somewhere at the bottom
of the developmental pyramid.
Yet routine praises were
showered on the country for its
progress and prosperity by
myriad dignitaries visiting
Bangladesh from time to time.
They also spoke high of the
leadership of the incumbent
government for hringinﬁ about
such transformation thus af-
fording the person or party in
power some mileage in domestic
litics. The dignitaries cannot
e fully blamed for the praises
they shower almost customar-
ily. The visitors who are usually
hosted by the government are,
in the first place, obliged not to
embarrass their host with ad-
verse remarks on the state of
the governance. On the balance
all governments are beneficiary
of the practice. Moreover, their
complimentary observations are
also based on what they come
across during a conducted visit
usually of short duration.

And there is indeed no
dearth of the signs of progress
to impress any outsider. He can
be convinced of a measure of
prosperity from a large number
of gleaming cars in our city
streets, the lavishly furnished
bungalows they visit for cocktail
parties or mega social events
attended by smartly turned out
elegant guests, 'l%tu: crowded
diplomatic parties are jostled b
chic women and westernise
gentry. They also come across
crowds in costly restaurants
and large presence of buyers in
expensive shops selling Tuxury

has now become clear to all
that the Congress president,

Mr Kesri cannot be trusted to

back any coalition for any
length of time unless it suits his
political purpose or perhaps in-
dividual ambition.

Mamta Banerjee, the fire-
brand Bengal leader has
sharply criticized Kesri and his
tribe for hob-nobbing with the
CPI (M) and indirectly scuttling
the Congress.

The unseen hand of Sonia
Gandhi is tr}rinE to soothe tem-
pers. No one knows whether
Mamta Banerjee who com-
mands a large support in West
Bengal will finally bow down
and campaign for the Congress.
Her enemy number one is Joti

~ Basu and the not the BJP.

Now this is différent from

" the Congress pasition which
_has constantly attacked ,the

wBJP and cu:%gqnﬂi forces as

“their principal 6pponents.

The untouchability factor
perhaps has not many takers
even in the Congress party. The
trouble is that the BJP presents
several faces. There is the
communal undisguised dicta-
torial attitude of Mr Advani
and his fascist backers, Vishwa
Hindu Paridshad and the Sena
people from Bombay.

Mr Atal Bihari Vajpayee
whom the BJP has designated
as a prospective Prime Minister
prefers to disguise the commu-
nal issue. He wants the party to
contest on the all important
question of economic develop-
ment and the uplift of people be-
low the poverty line.

Those close to Vajpayee ar-
gue that he wants the BJP to
emerge like the Tories in the UK
or the Republicans in the US.

Vajpayee is a genial man
with capacity for hard work
and ability for winning friend-
ship with neighbours and even
potential enemies.

But many observers doubt
whether Vajpayee will have a
free hand even if he is elected to
power by some mis-chance. For
the country does not seem to
back the BJP's claim for leading
the government.

Some critics say that Vaj-
payee wears a mask. He conveys
a lalse sense of comfort to those
who like to see a secular image
in BJP's philosophy.

The 14 days of power as
Prime Minister left Vajpayee a
wounded political animal. And
this makes him a formidable

Only a Créamy Layer

Ours is an extremely poor country but with a sizeable ultra-rich class. I;ha:uotmmeupat its own, it has been

propped up to serve the purposes of the system and at times of the establishment.

goods. Added to these are the
numbers of persons goin
aboard for routine medica
checkup, wards of rich parents
studying overseas and lamilies
going to Hong Kong or Singa-
pore simply on holiday or
slmppingl.‘ Any observant visitor
gets to know these statistics
within no time of his arrival
from the compatriots living in
the sole metropolis of
Bangladesh. Even the first im-
pression makes his eyebrows
rise — how can Bangladesh be
poor even if once it was'! After
all there is plenty of the display
of prosperity on the road, in
posh housing soclety and
colourful shopping plazas.
An outsider can be easily led
to have a bloated impression of
our "prosperity’ but for us, it
wuulcrjusl be illusory. Because
we know exactly what lies be-
yond these sm
ence that dazzle equally us and
an outsider. We know upto the

hilt what a vast unfathomabl
sea of impoverishment lies al

around us. Only intriguing
guestion that remains unan-
swered to many of us is as to
who are these nouveau riche
and how could they have
tapped up hidden treasures
sustaining them with so much
of abundances? There was a
time when we could know of
those sources in case of 90 per
cent of the le we knew.
Now it has dwindled down to
bare 10 per cent at the most.
They live in a strange mysteri-
ous world which remains by
and large impenetrable. All we
know is that their incomes are
fabulous, even if illegal. So
there are competitions and
temptations to spend recklessly
and ostentatiously. Because

| isles of afflu- -

savings can expose the holders
of illegal money,
ere then is the source of
all these wealth and ostenta-
tious spending? Let us begin
with Tk 13,000 crore defaulted
bank loan which has been ac-
cumulating over the years. Our
national riches were mercilessly
siphoned off to the personal ac-
counts even of the policy mak-
ers. The banks were used as in-
struments of state coercion to
unish political opponents and
enefit the men nll?othc estab-
lishment. The bank loans were
Fiven to the privileged few and
avoured ones without adequate
securities, as it appears, with

usually pay their tax it would
still be no less than 50-60 per
cent of our economy. This huge
black money has invariably
found its way to a consump-
tion-oriented profligate lifestyle
creating in the process a false
economy in the country. Eva-
sion of taxes on imports includ-
ing the smuggled goods has
been estimated as something
enormous, It is said that if ev-
eryone pays his income tax ac-
cording to the law the revenue
collection could rise three to
four times of its present level.
There is heavy evasion of taxes
in the service sector, particu-
larly trade and high paying pro-

connivance of the bank au-
thorities. Most of them de-
faulted because they took the
loan with no intention of
returning it. As the practice
oes, on one pretence or other

e big shares of the loan are
perhaps ultimately written off
under Fn:uurc and political
manipulation.

There has been speculation
about the size of the black or
tax evaded economy. It has
been estimated by some as high
as 100 per cent of the regular
economy. Even if there is an el-
ement of exaggeration in it be-
cause there is no tax on agricul-
tural products and the multina-
tionals and salaried persons

{csaiunu like doctors and
a s.
ext is, of course, the lar

income that comes from graft
money and remains unac-
counted. The transactions of
bribes are always off the record
and the exact amount involved
in each deal cannot be known
unless authentically enquired
into. The possession of graft
money by corrupt ple be-
comes palpable only when it
spills into their lifestyle. Nowa-
days. one can see enough evi-
dence of it almost without an
effort. Although bribes are per-
vasive in our country, the depth
and extent ‘of corruption in the
police, taxation and customs is

astly. A visit to a custom or

ncome tax officer's home and
their property show how ‘over-
paying' these services are! Some
of the ostensible glamour of our
social life give expression to
these illgotten money.

There are (no den van-
tage appointments in the gov-
ernment which make big deals
of purchase with the foreign
concerns. In each deal the per-
son ho those ap tments
may quietly pocket huge
amount of kickback and com-
mission of which can be
‘'usually’ kept in hard curren-
cies in foreign bank. This partly
explains the allegation how the
wards of some 'fortunate’ bu-
reaucra&s ar;_: educated and
groomed in for countries
and they thcm&eif:es 0Ssess
houses abroad. And they can
turn to a high-profile social life
with impunity by becomin
bonafide mem{)crs of the loc
elite. Our elite class is after all
an exclusive club affiliation to
which is extended to the people
only through camaraderie,
blood relationship, business
connection, parochial belo
with, of course, political like-
mindedness working as an
additional glue to hold them to-
gether.

Among the senior govern-
ment officers those who do not
take to outright corruption have
several legitimised means of be-
coming rich. They can be
favoured with a commercial or
residential plot in Dhaka or
Chittagong even if some of them
have inherited ancestral house
or part of it in either of these
cities. This provides an instant
financial jump enab them to
earn to the tune ol crores
through its disposal.

India Faces Uncertain Political Future

Prakash Chandra writes from New Delhi

Altogether it is a confused picture with Laloo Yadav throwing his hat in the ring and a series of ali
and realignments emerging on the scene. The election commission is itself sharply divided on the hot issue
of Shiv Sena.
enemy for the Congress party. was symbolically in the prison. join hands with the ousted Eeoplc. Only the BJP and the
Mr Vajpayee's drive to win the [t will be more accurate to say  Chief Minister, Jayalalitha and ongress are fondly hoping that

maximum number of seats
starting from Uttar Pradesh to
the south of Vindhya's backed
up by Advani's no-holds barred
campaign is still considered a

doubtful venture. The BJP's
chances will brighten only if
the United Front — united at the
national level and split in the
states — continues to worsen.

For it is crystal clear that

the UF partners are gping to op-
pose each other whenever it
suits them. Their coalition is
-opportunistic and tricky.
' They would like the people to
believe that they can join hands
at the centre while killing each
other politically in the states.

It is difficult to imagine the
UF under Chandra Babu Naidu
capturing a larger number of
seats than what they have now.

Their fond dream is that
they can do without the
crutches of the Congress party.
For they are used to the bac
stabbing tactics of Kesri who,
they believe, is an aspirant for
the top job — the Prime Minis-
tership. It is absurd to believe
that Kesri can even think of be-
coming Prime Minister when
he lacks the tact and political
wisdom of a leader worthy of
such an office.

The gentleman Prime Minis-
ter, Mr Gujral lacked the politi-
cal finesses but he had cll1::rm.
ability and a degree of persua-
siveness. He had managed to
create a false sense of security
for the coalition. He also suc-
ceeded in launching the not to
successful Gul]ral doctrine.

Yet Gujral will be remem-
bered as a Prime Minister who
attempted to achieve the impos-
sible but slipped on the political
banana skin. It is not known
whether Gujaral will once again
emerge as Prime Minister al-
though he has the backing of
that wunpredictable Bihari
leader, Laloo Yadav.

For the kingmaker has re-
turned not to power but to poli-
tics. .
Regrettably the former Bihar
Chief Minister, Laloo Yadav

that he was under house arrest
and was free to receive political
visitors and even visiting min-
isters from other states.

The Laloo factor will keep
everybody ﬁucssmg. If reports
are true he has plenty of cash to
run an election campaign. But
what he does on a national level
it is difficult to imagine. For the
Congress is splitting and is a
divided house.

If Mr Kesri believes that he
can bring back the old Congress
wallas into the féld, he is mis-
taken.

For the Congress is already
broken in Uttar Pradesh which
once was the seat of power. The
BJP has sown the winds of
power which they hope to har-
vest later.

They will face the combined
wrath of the Bahujan Samaj
Party and the Samjwadi Party.
Even if the latter do not fight
the battle together, it will not be
easy for the BJP to fight the
Congress as well as other politi-
cal units.

His only hope is Mulayam

Ein#h Yadav.

et no one in Delhi is pre-
pared to bet his money on the
ang‘r:ss winning more seats in
uP.

In Orissa the situation is bad
enough with Janata Dal split-
ting. The BJP may derive some
comfort from a weak Congress
and even weaker Janata Dal.

The Co chances in Bi-
har are su“p_zpﬂeed to be beefed up
by Laloo Yadav. But he will de-
mand his pound of flesh.

Many analyst believe that
Laloo: Yadav is still caught in
the midst of several money
scandals. .

Legally it seems he has not
been cleared of all scams. These
cannot be wished away. It is
difficult to im e how the
Congress can fight corruption
while nupportjnﬁ corrupt forces
almost every where ile the
prospects in the north are
pretty bleak. It is difficult to
imagine how the Congress can

Sir, Winter has come few
days ago. Heavy chilly wind has
started to blowing all over the
cnunmﬁ This year, the chill is
felt wit dEEE]!) og than the pre-
vious year. angpiadcsh is a de-
veloping country. So, many
poor people, beggars and street
urchins sleep on the open
streets in this capital city and
other cities of the country at
night. They have no ability to
buy warm clothes to cover
themselves at night and they
are the sufferers in this chill
season. There are many ricg
people in our country but none,
excepting a few, have extended
their help to the poor.

I urge the rich and authority
concerned to take immediate

step to provide them with warm

clothes to save these distressed
people from cold.

Md Abdul Baten

419/C, Khilgaon
Dhaka

"What have we

done LLL T i?i

Sir, This refers to Ms Sadia's
letter under the above caption
published on 26-12-97. She
commended on your (the edi-

tor's) write-up "What Have We

Done with Our Victory?" pub-

lished on 15-12-97. Frankly

speaking, | find your every

write-up commendable and that»
is why I think | need not com-

mend them. I would write if
anyone found illogical or irrele-

vant, but none found so far!

However, 1 expand Ms Sadi-
a's view that we really do not
need to repeat again and again
the terms “father of the nation",
"Liberation War" ete. Such rep-
etitions do more harm than
good.

Sheikh Mujib was a per-
tect orator and organised the
1nd:&endme movement suc-
cesslully. He was a great leader
but no as is now visu-
alised in the government con-
trolled media.

I cannot, nevertheless, sup-
port Ms Sadia's view, " We do
not need to waste time in
the Razakars". Bangabandhu
did not forgive all the Razakars
and we also cannot do that. |
understand that during the
Liberation War there might
have been scope for logic having
a passive stance even going
against the war. But the per-
sons who took part in mas-
sacre, rape etc., and still speak
out that Pakistan was 'better’
and that was 'broken' by the
Freedom Fighters, cannot be

_———
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and should not be forgiven.
Em;g we should mtlt1 make a

ue cry in trying the Raza-
kars, because such exaggera-
tion would hinder our economic
progress.

MAS Molla
Member, BAAS
Dhaka
Contract service

Sir, We are very often ap-
pointing the retired personnel
on contract basis for 2/3 years.
The aim is to ensure efficiency
in the administrative tier. Peo-
ple appointed on contract basis
E.t"!li* not governed by any service
rule.

In my opinion, they cannot
produce any innovative idea as
their term is very short. They
prefer to pass the time in a rou-
tine manner as they don't have
any further to go. Most of the re-
tired personnel are living with
outdated ideas.

| dont understand how the

young generation will be

groomed up if they are not given

to perform responsible jobs.

For example, more than 600

ualified candidates of 17th
are yet to be appointed.

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury
153, Lake Circus, Kalabagan
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still talk about combating cor-
ruption.

Many observers say that
Kesri is nursing impossible
dreams. He lacks the charisma
to lead the Congress party to
victory whatever his admirers
in the party might say. The
Congress high command is di-
vided even at the top. You have
Jitendra Prasad, Mr Pilot and
some members of the working
committee critical of Kesri's
pu]iu:‘;l style. They are also
although Kesri has no admira-
tion for Sonia's ability to con-
duct an election campaign.

The prospects of a coalition
government emerging at the end
of the day are clear to many

on the Sonia factor .

they will be winners all the
way. The question is who leads
the coalition. Will it be the
Congress or the BJP. The ques-
tion of national government
dopes not arise in the Indian
context for the BJP remains a
virtual untouchable. And un-
less the Congress and the BJP
can join hands, it will be im-

~ possible to form a national gov-

ernment or even a stable ad-
mirtistration. In all these calcu-

- lations we should not forget the

crucial role of that wily politi-
cal animal, called Mr Surjeet,
the Communist (M) leader who
are the power behind the throne
in the UF administration.

Mr Gujral what ever he
might claim was controlled by

If one has to be made rich,
there are myriad ways of mak-
ing him so. Give him a good

sting where the money would

ow in - either in fair or foul
ways. But ifhehia well

erson, give him a sti
Ehrnad. Aﬁuasﬂmﬂal?gnunlg
of years he would be hﬂﬂglm:d to
an elitist way of life, slot?
One can be created if someone
has really to be obliged. There
are many precedences of creat-
ing slots in our country. If not
anything, their are contracts,
trade licenses, ts, -
cies and so on. These u to
be favourite means for some of
our past regimes to placate
their potential opponents or
simply to favour their
favourites. If nothing else, just
institute a commission and
make your chosen n to
hegd al} with any rank, status
and s : prerequisite is
to be on the right side of the es-
tablishment. All these would

ensure instant ction of

CHH.:] without , toil or time

with visible prosperity at least

in the urban society. :
Ours is an eme

poor
country but with a sizeable ul-
tra-rich class. It has not come
up at its own, it has been
propped up to serve the pur-
poses of the system and at
times of the establishment.
They have unlimited money.
Money easily made is easily
spent. As they say counterfeit
money circulates faster than
genuine, so the black money
circulates fast and is visible ev-
E:l']rwherc, Its result is the ;1:&

e roaring prosperity witn

by the ba.fﬁcd outsiders. And
obviously it gives a spur to cor-
ruption among the powerful
and to crimes some other.
Notwithstanding creamy top-
pings the broth underneath is
not only poorly cooked, it is also

composed of poor ingredients.

Surjeet much to the dislike of
the Congress party.

Perhaps that was the reason
why the Congress stabbed the
UF in the back. As one Congress
leader says, "The number of
communist MPs in parliament
was not so large and yet th
managed to control the UF. And
nothing could happen without
Surjeet's tacit support. We
should not allow this to happen
again. While the communist
movement has fallen every-
where. Will India be governed
by a small communist party
lending its strength to the so-
called UF which will be fighting
each other at the state-level.

Altogether it is a confused
picture with Laloo Yadav
throwing his hat in the ring and
a series of alignments and re-
alignments emerging on the
scene, The election commission
is itself sharply divided on the
hot issue of Shiv Sena.

The coming weeks will de-
cide the fate of India. For it is
also facing an economic crisis
although not on the same scale
as the ASEAN countries.

OPINION | '

—

Under-20 (?) Cricket Team

What a shame! How could
the selectors and BCB resort to
such immoral and unethical act
of selecting over-aged boys to
represent the national under-20
team? They are not only sup-
posed to play cricket as cricket
is played, but also supposed to
be the un-official ambassadors
of goodwill and friendship. The
selectors and BCB owe us, the
people of this country, an ex-
planation and apology and im-
mediately select a new side with
correct age to represent our
country with pride and dignity.

I am a fan and follower of
cricket both in and outside
Bangladesh. 1 am also a very
proud Bangladeshi. | am willing
to go any extent to defend the
goodwill and reputation of my
country. And shall protest any
attempt to tarnish our country's
reputation such as the one the
selectors and BCB have in-
dulged in. | am appalled at their
sense or no sense at all (?) of

‘| judgement! No stretch of imagi-

nation can conceive of their to-
tal silence regarding this selec-
tion despite-such strong criti-
cism from the quarters con-
cerned. They are yet to make
any amendment or announce
any programme for an amend-
ment. Why? Who has given
them the right to play with the
country's regulatjnn? Are th
aware that this may even result
in ICC's not allowing us to par-
ticipate in this tournament and
jeopardize our chances of par-
ticipation in future tourna-
ments? Our cricket, after many
years of hard work, has earned
international recognition. We
are looking forward to achieve
greater heights including eleva-
tion as a test-playing country. A
fews acts of mischief (for whose
interest?) and folly (I am forced
to say so’unless proper correc-
tions are made) will really put
the future of our cricket in total
uncertainty. We cannot and
should not let this happen.

The annoying silence of the
selectors and the BCB was,
however, broken by an execu-
tive. He defended the selectors
and the BCB saying that they
had selected a team capable of
winning the cup. Should any
one venture to make any com-
ment on such stupid and au-
dacious statement? He probably
does not know that cheating
can never be a recipe for suc-
cess!

When asked, one of the se-
lectors justified the selection of
the over-aged ones saying, it
was BCB's duty to scrutinize
the age of the players, while the
selection committee's duty was

— -

Ahmed Ali

only confined to the selection
part. He, however, admitted
that their are several players
who, even according to ?ﬂu as-
sessment and knowledge, were
well over 20 years. He was
specifically very critical about
Rokon's selection in the team.
He refrained from answering
whether he raised this point
during selection meeting or why
he did not put his note of dis-
sent since he was convinced
that some of the players being
considered were over- .

Another selector expressed
the feeling that the BCB actu-
ally imposed the over-20 ones
on the selectors. According to
him, during the Hong Kong trip.
the officials found out (?) that
some pla in the other teams
were over 20, which prompted
them to conclude that the
teams playing in South Africa
would also have players over
20. Some {usﬂﬁcauiunt Going by
the same logic, the selectors or
the BCB could have selected
players from the selection
committee itself, as most of
them were reasonably good
players during their prime time!
The same selector also men-
tioned about Shahid Afridi of
Pakistan, who, a to him
(also according to us), does not
look below 20, is almost cer-
tainly playing in the tourna-
ment in South Africa. He had
very strong words of criticism
for similar acts of having over-
20 players in other teams. He,
however, kept quite when asked
about whether this act of Pak-
istan or other teams justifies
our selection of players who are
over 20.

[ am sure many more cricket
fans and citizens of this country
have very strong feeling to con-
demn this shameful and un-ac-
ceptable act of the selectors
and BCB.

We feel very strongly that the
Bangladesh Cricket Board must
change the team composition
immediately and have a new
team keeping with the proper
aFe- We must be prepared to
play with the best available set
of players within the permissi-
ble age limit. A nation cannot
and shall not look for an oppor-
tunity to cheatjn? others, for by
doing so it will ultimately cheat
itself. After all, this is just one
tournament. Our boys have
opened up an endless oppor-
tunity for us by winning the
ICC trophy. This is just the be-
ginning. We have a long way to
go. Let us look forward. The
right aged’ boys will bring lau-

rels for the nation. We should
have patience. There is nothing
wrong in making correction,
even if it is a bit late — 'it's bet-
ter late than never’,

We do not have a ciue as to
why the services of Gordon
Greenidge was not taken by the
BCB in selecting the team. (Will
BCB please explain?) He was
always available to offer his un-
questioned expertise and expe-
rience. The BCB should make
good use of him in all spheres
of cricketing activities. There
are not too many like him avail-
able in the present day world of
cricket.

I call upon the parents of the
over aged players to withdraw
their sons from the team and
set-up a good example of hon-
esty and integrity. all, they
are the only ones who better
know the age of their wards. If
they can answer to their own
conscience and are satisfied
then we have nothing to say.

We urge upon the selected
boys, who know that their age
is over the permissible limit. to
also refuse to be party to this
unjust act. By doing so. they
will be setting good example
worthy of emulation and en-
hance their own country's im-
age. They have a long future to
look forward to.

We will not accept that
Rokon, Shabbir Khan, Sezan
who looks far above teen age
and Opee who had the dubious
reputation of playing in the
Nirman School Cricket for too
many years and is married, are
all below 20 years.

The selectors will have to
shoulder the entire responsibil-
ity of selecting the team. Any
lapse, intentional or otherwise,
will have to be explained by
them. No one may go scot free,
including behind the scene
ones, if any. Haven't they heard
of a democratic practice called
putting a note of dissent or re-
signing if a clean and transpar-
ent selection process is not
followed and selection is im-
posed from any quarter?

It's time that ICC starts
checking to determine age of
the suspected players, irre-
spective of country, sent to
participate in the Youth World
Cup Chnck:t Tnulrnam:nh With
the phenomenal progress in
the area of scientific research, it
is easy to confront an over-aged
player nursing hugel of cheat-
ing the system and stealing the
lime ;ijg t. This practice, if
adopted, will make the selection
transparent, and the tourna-
ment more meaningful.




