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Hailing the Golden Jubilee Union Day

Union Spirit and Union Day

a nation, with its own

culture, literature,
monarch and ruling system,
where diverse national races
have lived together in
harmony, unity and cohesion
since time immemorial. In the
reign of Myanmar kings who
considered national unity as an
essential requirement, the
country was peaceful and pros-
perous, and stood magnificent
and firm as an affluent State.
National unity was forged dur-
ing the reign of King Anawrahta
of Bagan Period: he was the
founder of the first united
Myanmar. King Bayintnaung of
Toungoo Period: came next to
build the second united Myan-
mar; he brought the whole

T HE Union of Myanmar is

country under the one
sovereign; he was followed by
King Alaungpaya of Konbaun

Period: who created the Thir
Myanmar empire.

National unity waned in
latter parts of Konbaung Period
due to various subversions
which created disputes among
members of the royal family.
Capitalizing on this opportu-
nity. the colonialists waged
three aggressive wars against
Myanmar employing various
wily schemes and put the na-
tion, into servitude. Myanmar's
last reigning monarch, Kin
Thibaw, was taken away an
forced into exile in Ratnagiri.
India.

The indigenous peoples of
the Union, residing in the hilly
regions and the plains, strove
together to show their resent-
ment of foreign domination by
getting hold of whatever
weapons they could lay their
hands on and fighting back
whenever opportune.

Eventually., the nationals
had changed their anti-colo-
nialists strategy from open
armed struggle to national
movement based on the united
force of the entire Union na-

tionals. TR 00 Ko CEETORTEE SRy

The colonialists. to prolong
their rule and exploit the natu-
ral resources of Myanmar for
long, made a sinister design for
sapping the national strength
by sowing discord among the
national brethren of the land.

That was their infamous
“divide-and-rule policy".

Meanwhile, national leaders
fanned the Union Spirit and pa-
triotism among the Myanmar
people. The colonialists then
tried to extinguish the Union
Spirit being forged thus through
various itical tactics. With a
view to fighting the colonialists
with strong, united national
force. the Burma Independence
Army came into being in Thai-
land in 1941 with various na-
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tionalities ol Myanmar and at
the same time endeavours were
made for national consolida-
tion within the country.

When the colonialists were
no longer in a position to avoid
conceding independence to
Myanmar, they resorted to
various means to undermine
national unity and tried to dis-
tance the people of the hills and
the people of plains with the
aim of leaving out the hill re-
gions to exist under their influ-
ence and Commonwealth um-
brella.

Whatever mischievous at-
tempts the colonialists had
made, Myanmars boldly
showed their unity by signing
the historic Panglong Agree-
ment which spelt out in un-
equivocal terms that the entire
Myanmar must be totally free
of foreign domination. The
signing of the agreement on 12
February 1947 was the last nail
in the colonial coffin.

The Panglong Conference
reflected the national unity at
its pinnacle as it was born to-
gether with independence
struggle and national races
came to realize that national
unity was the fundamental fac-
tor in their bid to wrest inde-
pendence back.

The national unity thus
forged did not last for long due
to political crisis which sur-
faced just after regaining inde-
pendence as dissatisfaction
arose among some of the na-
tional races. This in turn led to
political squabbling which
placed the country in great
peril,

In order to save the country
from total disaster, the Care-
taker Government was vested
with powers to take over the
country in 1958 to bring politi-
cal stability to the country.
Later again. the Revolution
Council had to step in March
V3861 to save the general ideteri
orating situation. And political
stability was restored.

Again. more than two
decades later, there came dis-
turbances resulting in the dete-
riorating conditions in the
country.

The Tatmadaw, as the State
Law and Order Restoration
Council, has saved the nation
from falling into the abyss
when it was confronted with the
1988 crisis. From that time on,
it has been endeavouring for po-

litical and economic reforms of
the nation while siriving for

ensuring the rule of law and
prevalence of peace and tran-

quillity.
The State Law and Order
Restoration Council has been

" exert their utmost eflo

achieving considerable success
in national reconsolidation,
marking a significant rnile-
stone in the history, and spend-
ing huge sums of money on
works for the development of
the border areas.

It has also been offering an
olive-branch to the under-
ground armed groups to return
to the legal fold. So far 15
armed groups realizing the
genuine goodwill and true atti-
tude of the government have
abandoned their armed struggle
line and returned to the legal
fold. They are now actively en-
gaged in regional development
works joining hands with the
Government.

In :aﬁite of these tangible re-
sults, the entire mass of the na-
tional people need to be aware
of the constant threat of neo-
colonialists who have always
been waiting for a chance to ex-
ploit small nations like
Myanmar politically, economi-
cally and in other ways as well.

At the same time, it is up to
the entire mass of national
people to work for the emer-
gence of the State Constitution
and materialization of four po-
litical, four economic and four
social objectives which have
been laid down by the State for
allround development of the
nation without losing sight of
the four points stated in the
People's Desire.

the entire nation prepares
for celebrating the Golden
Jubilee Union Day. which will
fall on 12 February. 1997. The
State Law and Order Restora-
tion Council has laid down the
five national objectives for the
occasion. They are:

— all the national races to
safeguard the Union and ensure
its lasting existence with the
Union spirit;

— all the national races to
strive together for the emer-
gence of enduring State Consti-
amlUIli e B Ee | -"l.

— all the national races to
s for
the successful implementation
of the political, economic and
social objectives of the State;

— all the national races to
take part in building a ceful,
modern and developed nation;

— all the national races to
oppose and crush internal and
external destructive elements
who are disturbing and disrupt-
ing the stability and progress of
Lhe State,

The objectives indicate im-
mediateé tasks of the entire na-
tional races of the Union which
are to be implemented without
fail for the abiding existence of
the national and the people in

unity and prosperity.

Industrial Power — Strength
for National Development

a crucial factor for

development of a country.
Every nation has made its
endeavours to build better basic
foundations for development.
The State Peace and
Development Council, with the
long-term goal to develop the
country, is developing all sec-
tors and industrial structures
with greater momentum as part
of an ongoing movement,

In line with market-oriented
economic systemn many State-
run enterprises were leased out
to local and foreign investors or
shared as joint ventures. Indus-
trial technology and finances
are made available for devel-
opment of the industrial sector.
Industrial Development Zones

INDUSTRI&L development is

such as Dagon Myothit,
Hlinethaya, Shwepyitha and
Thanlyin were established and

the Industrial Development
Bank was also formed with a
view to developing this sector.
During the two years Myan-
mar Industrial Development

Commitltee amended patent
laws, organized industrial ex-
hibitions, formulated plans for
development of industrial sec-
tor in a most proper manner.
Various industries have been
organized in the industrial
zones and basic requirements
including ample electricity are
being provided as necessary al-
ter due coordination.

The long-term objectives of
Myanmar's industrial policy
has been to transform a pre-
dominantly agricultural econ-
omy into an agro-based indus-
trialized country. The govern-
ment has promoted and fos-
tered small and manageable in-
dustries in the first instance.

At the coordination meeting
of Myanmar Industrial Devel-
g’}amcnt Committee Patron of

IDC Secretary-2 of the State
Peace and Development Council
Lt-Gen Tin Oo said the Commit-
tee was reconstituted with the
Minister for Science and Tech-
nology as Chairman in the time
of the State Peace and Devel-

opment Council.

For Myanmar's industrial
development, Senior General
Than Shwe set down five objec-
tives — development of agro-
based industries, qualitative
and guantitative improvement
of industrial products. produc-
tion of new industrial items,
manufacture of industrial
tg;tipman and acquisition of
g opportunities required for
industrialization of the nation.

The Secretary-2 emphasized
that most ministers are as-
signed MIDC duties to make
considerable progress in the in-
dustry sector. He spoke of the
need for MIDC to accelerate
tasks, reorganize the Work
Committee and subcommittees
and implement tasks for indus-
trial zone projects.

We urge industrialists to
make expeditious efforts in
implementation of respective
tasks in accordance with the
motto “Industrial power —

strength for national develop-
ment”. (New light of Myanmar)

" Nationalism — Pride of

our nation consolidated and

strong. It is with it that we
can safeguard our ind dence
and sovereignty. It is with the
guiding light of this spirit that
we can build our nation peace-
ful, strong and developed.

It is worthy to talk about na-
tionalism today as we are ob-
serving the 77th Anniversary of
the National Day on the forth-
coming 10th Waning of Taza-
ungmon, 1359 ME, that is 24
November 1997, with the aus-
pices of the State Peace and De-
velopment Council with full
political essence in recognition
of the Boycott Movement orga-
nized by senior students on the
10th Waning of Tazaungmon,
1282 ME, against the colonial-
ists in protest at the Rangoon
University Act.

History has taught us a les-
son that by analogy the colo-
nialists’ wily scheme to make
use of education to serve their

IT is nationalism that makes

youths who will wor

needs is tantamount to destruc-
tion of seeds rather than hack-
ing the branches off when they
grow into trees.

On the contrary, the field on
education can play a leading
role to vitalize nationalism and
patriotism essential for perpet-
ual consolidation of unity of all
nationals who have lived to-
gether in weal or woe and to
nurture reliable new generation
for the
nation's perrmanent prosperity.

Colonial education, as our
forefathers saw it, was forcibly
introduced by intruders in or-
der to further their rule and
prolong the servitude of Myan-
mar nationals.

Through unfair practices of
extraction of natural resources,
the colonialists resorted to all

possible means to exploit the
nationals.

Under these circumstances.
the Boycott had fanned the
flames »f anti-colonialists, and

day
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Myanmar

had strengthened nationalism.
All nationals woke up realizing
that their
lowest eb
themselves as "We, the Masters”
and sounded the clarion call,
keeping the tempo of anti-colo-
nia.l?

atriotism was at its
and established

st struggle high.
Subsequent emergence of na-
tional schools and national

colleges was one of the most

important steps for regaining

independence. The spirit of na-
tionalism and sacrifice in the
interest of the nation and the

people was etched in the minds
of younger generations.

The current leadership is to-
nurturing youths to be
physically strong, mentally,
morally straight and awake,
providing them national edu-
cation that will enable them to

become patriotic intellectuals
and int entsia so that th
can build the nation with dedf-

cation in their time.
~ [New light of Myanmar)

January 4, 1998

=
-
e i ﬁ-ﬁ‘.-
4 .
= -

1? .__'- " o ';-:;I':.l‘

Today, the Union of Myanmar
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Chairﬁmn of

the State Peace and Development Council
and Prime
Myanmar.

Minister of the Union of

celebrates the (50th) An-
niversary of her Independence.
Since it is the Golden Jubilee,
the 1998 Independence Day
celebrations will be the most
significant and remarkable. On
this auspicious day, I would like
to extend my heartfelt and warm
greelings to the Government and
the Lgeup!e of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh.

In the Union of Myanmar, the
State Law and Order
Restoration Council has safe-
guarded the nation from disin-
tegration and the situation from
Sfurther deterioration. Now that
the law and order had been re-
stored, in order to maintain it
and in addition, to work for
economic and political stability,
the State Law and Order
Restoration Council has been
renamed to State Peace and De-
velopment Council on 15-11-97.

The State Peace and Devel-
opment Council will strive for
soclo-economic uplift of all the
national peoples, including 135
national races, fulfilling the ba-
sic needs while enjoining all to
be fact of the efforts for building
a modermn nation on the
strength of self-reliant nation-
building forces. For each and
every nation, both in times of
peace and war, strong army is
needed for safeguarding and
protecting the interest of the
nation and the people. Our
country is rich in natural re-
sources and home for various
national races. Unscrupulous
neo-colonists are always eyeing
at our country to make paeﬂtifai
and economic gains. For that
very reason, our army needs to
be militarily strong. It is na-
tionalism that makes our nation
consolidated and strong. It is
with it that we can safequard
our independence and
sovereignty. It is with the guid-
ing light of this spirit that we can
buld our nation peaceful. strong
arul developed.

It is known that there has
been already freedom of religion

thousand years ago. There have
been also different religious faith
such as Buddhism, Christianity,
Islam, Hinduism Animism and
others. According to 1997
statistics, there are altogether
51322 Buddhist monasteries.
3200 Christian Churches, 3215
Islamic mosques, 1010 Hindu
temples and other religious
buildings throughout the Union
of Myanmar,

Myanmar “"Naing-ngan” is
firmnly and steadfastly practising
the independent and active for-
eign policy maintaining friendly
relations with the nations of the
world, especially with the
neighbouring countries. In spite
jl_f attempts and machination

rom insirdle and outside to os-
fracize the country, Myanmar
has been integrated into the
regional grouping — the Associ-
ation of South East Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN). In view of such
Jfavourable conditions, it is the
time of crucial importance to
take concrete steps to raise the
momentum to materialize the set
goal-emergence of a peaceful,
modern and developed nation.
Myanmar has already been
admitted to BIMSTEC
(Bangladesh, India, Myanmar.
Sri Lanka. Thailand Economic
Cooperation) which is an eco-
nomic bloc.

The Union of Myanmar has
achieved marked progress in in-
ternational relations, greater
mutual cooperation with the
nations in the region, coopera-
tion with international organi-
sations including the United
Nations and international trade
and commerce.

As we share the common
border, our bilateral relations
betiveen the two countries have
been cordial and friendly since
the time of the inception of the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh
by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu:
Jibur Rahman. Myanmar ivas
one of the first countries to ac-
cord recognition to Bangladesh
and diplomatic relations were

established in March 1972,
Since then, these ties of friend-
ship and cooperation have
maintained and strengthen
through exchange of visits be-
tween the two countries at vari-
ous levels. It is also expected
that there will be exchange of
visits of high level will dele-
gations between the two coun-
tries in the near future.

As we, all Myanmars, com-
memorate the lden Jubilee
Independence Day celebrations,
let us redouble our efforts with
firm determination to effectively
carry out Our Three Main Na-
tionals Causes of the State —
non-disintegration of the Union,
non-disintegration of national
solidarity and perpetuation of
fiational sovereignty — and also
imiplement the objectives for the
occasion, (n marching towards
the Golden Era,

On this Golden Jubilee oceca-
sion. I will like to take this op-
portunity to extend my best
wishes for the progress and
prosperity of the People of
Bangladesh and for the existing
Jriendly relations between our
tiwo neighbouring countries to be
further strengthened.

Ambassador of the Union of
Myanmar to the People's
Republic of Bangladesh, _./

- Freedom of Religion in Myanmar

Ba Sein (Religious Affairs)

been already
religion in the Union of
Myanmar since thousand years
ago. Altogether 135 national
races have been peacefully
living together in the Union of
Myanmar since dawn of ancient
history of Myanmar. There have
been also different religious
faith such as Buddhism,
Christianity, Islam, Hinduism,
Animism and others since then.
More than 89 per cent of the
present population of the Union
of Myanmar believes in
Buddhism, and 5.06 per cent in
Christianity. 3.78 per cent in
Islam, 1.51 1p«:-r cent In
Hinduism, 0.21 per cent in
Animism and 0.16 per cent in
others. The Myanmar national
races live together peacefully
and always pay respect and
loving-kindness to each other
in spite of their different reli-
ﬁmus faith, and any problems,
ifficulties and conflicts never
arise among them relating to
their belief in different religions.
They have lived together in
ace leading to stability of the
tate, community peace and
tranquillity, prevalence of Law
and Order since Myanmar has
regained her Independence in
1948. During the period of the
British Colonial Government,
Myanmar national races, were
oppressed under their rules of
separation. However, Myanmar
national races were united to
fight for Independence and pro-
tect their own culture and reli-
gions.
After having regained Inde-
pendence, the people and Gov-

IT i85 known that there has

freedom of

ernment of the Union of Myan-
mar confirm and adopt one
clause on. "the freedom of reli-
Elmn“. in the constitution of the

nion of Myanmar. According
to the constitution of the State,
all Myanmar national races
share equal rights and respon-
sibilities for the freedom of reli-
gion from generation to genera-
tion.

Many Buddhist monasteries,
Christian churches, Islamic
mosques, Hindu temples and
other religious buildings stand
side by side throughout the
Union of Myanmar, and it is a
significant symbol of freedom of
religion.

And also. financial grants
and other necessary materials
for the communities of religions
are supported and provided by
the Government of the Union of
Myanmar in order to promote
and flourish their religions. The
Ministry of Religious Affairs, on
behalf of the Government of the
Union of Myanmar, now and
then makes necessary ar-
rangements for the religious
leaders to go abroad for attend-
ing their religious meetings,
conferences and seminars
which will be held and organ-
ised in respective nations.

A large number of books,
periodicals, journals, magazines
and others on religions can be
freely published and distributed
in accordance with the existing
rules and regulations of the
Ministry of Home Affairs of the
Union of Myanmar. Talks and

Myanmar towards the
Golden Era

HE 1998 Independence
I Day celebrations will be
most significant and
remarkable since it is the
Golden Jubilee. It will be held
in accord with the motto "From
the Myanmar Golden Jubilee
Independence towards the
Golden Era.”

In reality Myanmar's inde-
pendence was regained only af-
ter waging its struggle against
the colonialists and imperial-
ists for over a century. In the
struggle for independence,
forefathers of all national races
spearheaded by the Tatmadaw
had sacrificed their lives in the
interest of the people. Indepen-
dence was not regained easily
and the freedom struggle was
crowned with success only after
passing through much suffering
and difficulties.

ﬁr:*r:nrdin;r' to the pro-
gramme, the Independence Day
celebrations will be observed
with full political essence after
laying down the four national
objectives:

— all citizens to always col-
lectively safeguard perpetua-
tion of national independence
and sovereignty;

— all citizens to unitedly
strive for non-disintegration of

the Union and non-disintegra-
tion of national solidarity,

— all citizens to conscien-
tiously implement the pr:yccts
for building a modern and de-
veloped new nation: and,

— all citizens to be united in
endeavouring for the emergence
of an enduring constitution.

In accord with these objec-
tives, exhibitions on historical-
facts about the past 50 years
will be held. The Golden Jubilee
Independence Day celebrations
wﬂleg: more complete because
all epochs historical documents
including development in the
time of the State Peace and De-
velopment Council and pho-
tographs will be exhibited.

As we, all Myanmars, com-
memorate the Golden Jubilee
Independence Day celebrations,
let us redouble our efforts with
firm determination to effec-
tively carry out Our Three Main
National Causes of the State —
non-disintegration of the
Union, non-disintegration of
national solidarity and perpet-
uation of national sovereignty
— and also implement the ob-
Jectives for the occasion, in

Enr?:chlng towards the Golden L‘_:_]

(New light of Myanmar)

messages ol their holy days are
allowed to be broadcast every
year. and travelling freepass is
also issued to the religious
leaders of the religious organi-
sations in order to visit their re-
spective communities through-
out Myanmar at any time. Haj
pilgrims of Islamic community
in the Union of Myanmar are
yvearly sent to the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia by the Govern-
ment of the Union of Myanmar
for Haj pilgrimage.

All these noble functions of

the Government of the Union of
Myanmar fully %uarantee free-
dom of religion for all national
races in the Union of Myanmar.

According to 1997 statistics,
there are altogether 51322
Buddhist monasteries, 5200
Christian churches, 3215 Is-
lamic mosques, 1010 Hindu
temples and other religious
buildings throughout the Union
of Myanmar.

A Division of staff for other
religions is established under
the Department of Religious Af-

fairs of the Ministry of Religious
Affairs of the Union of Myanmar
in order to ca out various
aflairs relating to other religions
effectively. For the time being,
all Myanmar national races are
sharing equal rights and justice
of cultural, economic, social
and religious affairs and unit-
edly striving to build new mod-
ern develbped nation under the
effective, wish and prudent
guidance and leadership of the
State Peace and Development
Council of the Union of Myan-
mar.
(New light of Myanmar)
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Our heartiest felicitations

to the

People and Government of Myanmar
on this auspicious occasion ,
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ARAB BANGLADESH

a new generation bank

BCIC Bhaban, 30-31 Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh
GPO Box 3522, Cable : AB Bank, Telex: 642520 ABBL BJ, 642944 ABBL BJ, 632483 ABBL BJ
' Phone : 9560312-6, 9560887-8, Fax : 880-2-9564122, 880-2-9564123
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