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ANNOUNCEMENT

The Dily Star has declared
1998 as the year of the
Young Professionals & En-
frepreneurs. Today's issue
includes a 4-page Special

on the Conference of the
group held on 28 Decem-
ber '97. Please read what
the young have to say
about the future and join
our march to the 21st

century.

Top ULFA
leader
arrested
In city

By Staff Correspondent

Anup Jetia alias Golap
Barua, secretary general of the
United Liberation Front of As-
sam (ULFA) has been arrested
in the city, according to policy
officials.

Barua has been kept in police
custody and his remand will be
for interrogation, they said.

It could not be known
whether some other people were
also arrested along with him.

"Barua was arrested in the
city at least two days ago,” said
an official of the Ministry of

Home Affairs, requesting
anon ty. He however, de-
clined to give details.

"Golap Barua was arrested
today, said the Chief Secretary
of the government of the Indian
State of Assam,” BBC reported
last night the BBC quoted the
Chief Secretary as saying that
the information was received
by the Indian government from
Bangladesh.

"Bangladesh police arrested
Barua following issuance of red
cormer notice on him by the In-
terpol on request from the In-

See Page 12 Col B

Senator Harkin-
due Jan 8

Star Business Report
Senator Tom Harkin, the
man who made child labour a
major trade topic some five
years ago, will be in town next
week on a two-day trip.
The US senator will meet
Emrernmcnt and garment in-
usu'g- leaders during his Jan-
9 stay in Dhaka.
arkin's visit is seen by the
industry leaders here as an im-
portant event towards cenvinc-

u

ing the US in raising
Bat%ad&sh'ﬂ garment quota.
e much-publici Harkin

Bill, a legislation the Senator
had aimed against American

import of s made with un-
der-age labour, forced countries
including Bangladesh to ar-

range schooling for children in
factories.

In 1995, controversies

sparked off by the pro law
led to a MOU involving the fac-
tory owners (BGMEA), ILO and
the UNICEF to send working
children to school.

Last month, former US Rep-
resentative Stephen Solarz,
who now acts as a lobbyist for
Bangladesh's garment industry
seeking a 30 per cent quota
raise, was here.
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Direct bus service (A Lar bo
with Calcutta now %”e?leglu loku

seems a far cry

The proposal to operate di-
rect bus service between Dhaka
and Calcutta which was likely
to begin last month is now al-
most shelved, according to
sources concerned.

The plan which was about to
be implemented faced a sudden
setback when the Ministry of
Communications received,
through the Foreign Ministry, a
message from the Indian au-
thorities TECE"HKJI requesting a
comprehensive Motor Vehicles
Agreement (MVA).

The Indian side is learnt to
have insisted that besides
buses, trucks and heavy duty
vehicles also be permitted to
move non-stop between Dhaka

By M Anwarul Haq

and Calcutta and subsequently
to other parts of India.

A top official involved in the
negotiation process said, "Del-
hi's insistence to have an um-
brella agreement to allow the
plying of other types of vehicles,
particularly cargo carrying
trucks, have made Dhaka
hesitate to enter into any
agreement on operation of non-
stop transports between the two
countries.”

Some officials pointed out
that the Cabinet had earlier ap-
proved only linking Dhaka

with Calcutta and Ajmeer by
bus service.

A meeting will be held under
the chairmanship of Principal

Secretary to the Prime Minister
sometime later this month to
review the situation,’ they said.

The last bilateral meeting
between Bangladesh and India
on opening of direct bus route
between Dhaka and Calcutta
ultimately linking Delhi and
Ajmeer was held in the capital
when a high level delegation led
by K Bhatti of India's Surface
Communications Ministry
came here in September.

This was supposed to be fol-
lowed up with another meeting
which was finally "abandoned”
after Dhaka received Delhi's
proposal for the MVA.

It is also leant that Delhi did

See Page 12 Col 3

DHAKA SATURDAY, JANUARY 3, 1998

........................

e
...........
R

e

[ =

A

4R 7?

i

q-t-‘ | t" "'

| Sheudi, a flower that used to fill the morning air with its sweet fragrance in many areas of

the city in the winter, 1s becoming rare nowadays,

=y 1_3; &
oqitd s L

Medtc YL

]

.‘ - .' “’ i R |

Star photo by AKM Mohsin

| Grameen Phone an

BOMBAY. Jan 2: Sachin

| Tendulkar was sacked as India's
.cricket captain today and

replaced by his predecessor
Mohammad Azharuddin, it was
announced here, reports AFP.

Azharuddin, 34, will lead
India in a three-nation limited-
OVers tournament . iIn
Bangladesh next week and the
home test series against Aus-
tralia.

The dramatic announce-
ment came after a two-hour
meeting of the five-member Se-
lection Committee.

Chief selector Ramakant
Desai, a former Test fast
bowler, said: "We removed Ten-
dulkar because he could not
take the pressure of both bat-
ting and captaincy.

This is a good decision for
India and we are confident that
Azhar will be able to lead the

team well.” .
See Page 12 Col 5

2 cellular phone cos have BTTB blessings

No accord, yet no discord

Two cellular phone operat-
ing companies are yet to sign
agreements with Bangladesh
Telephone and Telegraph Board

' (BTTB) for sharing revenue

earnings though the companies
have been {giving lines to the
consumers for the last couple of

| months, BTTB sources said.

The companies —
AKTEL —
are expanding their market
rapidali offering lower prices
and taking advantage of the ab-
sence of a revenue-sharing ar-
rangement with the govern-
ment.

Though the temporary
agreement signed in November
last year — belore the launchin
of those companies — expire
after three months. the final
one was yel to be signed, one
source said.

When asked how these com-

two
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By Rafiq Hasan

panies had been operating
without having any revenue-
sharing agreement with the
government, Khandkar Abdul
Matin, a member of the BTTB.
told The Daily Star that the
signing of final agreement was
delayed due to some legal proce-
dures.

He. however. said the com-
panies have made some ad-
vance payment which will be
adjusted soon after the final
agreement is signed.

BTTB Chairman Abdul
Mannan Choudhury could not
be reached over telephone for
his comments despite repeated
attempts.

"The cellular telephone
market has become unhealthy
due to discrimination by the
government among operating
companies.” alleged Faisa
Morshed Khan, director

Sachin Tendulkar

[marketing) of the City Cell
which introduced mobile phone
in the country.

Terming the situation
‘ridiculous' Faisal said the
company which paid a lot of
money as revenue could not
survive in the competition with
those who had nothing to pay.

“Due to this advantage, the
lwo new companies could give a
waiver of incoming call charge
to the customers which was im-
possible for them,” he added.

Faisal refuted the allegation
that his company made
monopoly business earlier say-
ing, "Yes we did good business at
the beginning but we had to in-
vest a lot of money also because
of complicated equipment and
new technology. To establish
the system, we had to invest
more than Tk 100 crore,” he

See Page 12 Col 3
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Law ministry finalising draft bill

A toothless Human Rights

Commission in the making

The law ministry has "al-
most finalised” a draft bill to
set up a National Human Rights
Commission "for better protec-
tion of human rights" of the
citizens, sources in the min-
istry said.

Law, Justice and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Abdul
Matin Khashru says the draft

. will take the shape of a bill fol-
. lowing a 'final' discussions at a

seminar on its contents, some-
quarter of this
year. "The bill is expected to be
placed In Jatiya Sangsad for
approval by June 1998."
According to the present
draft, the Commission would
have the right to investigate
into incldents of human rights
violation by both the 'state and
non-states factors' across the

By Nurul Kabir

country, and make recommen-.
dations to the government for
remedies.

But the government will nei-
ther have any legal obligation
to implement recommenda-
tions, nor the Commission will
have any authority to take ac-
tion against anyone violating
human rights.

When his attention was
drawn to this contention, KM
Haque Kaiser, coordinator of
the project dealing with the
proposed Commission, said
there are suggestions that the
Commission should have some
Ecmrrrs to take action against

uman rights violators. "We are
actively thinking about ac-
commodating the suggestion in
the proposed bill."

The National Human Rights

Commission (NHRC) will be a
five-member body headed by a
retired judge of the Appellate
Division of the Supreme Court.
The President will constitute
the Commission. He will con-
sult a three-member committee
comprising the Prime Minister,
Speaker ol Jatiya Sangsad and
Leader of the Opposition in ap-
pointing the chairperson and
members of the Commission.
"The Comimission will be in-
dependent of and separate from
any political party, govern-
ment, administration, or any
other functionary or body di-
rectly or indirectly represent-
ing the interest of any such en-
tity", says the draft. It also says
the Commission and its staff
will function independently,
See Page 12 Col 1
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- Coal import

thru' Tamabil
border

suspended

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Jan 2: Coal import
through Tamabil border re-
mained suspended for the sec-
ond day today due to a strike by
truck labourers. As a result,
huge number of trucks carrying
coal have been stranded on the
Indian territory across the
Tamabil border, sources in-
formed this afternoon.

About one thousand labour-
ers engaged in unloading coal
from about 200 trucks every day
went on strike Dec 31 demand-
ing minimum wages from the
importers.

The situation became tense
on December 30 when an im-
porter, on behall of the im-
porters’ group, filed a case
aFainﬁt 30 labourers on charge
of creating chaos.

The striking labourers held
a rally near the Tamabil border
yesterday and demanded gov-
ernment intervention.

Police officials from Jainta-
pur and Gowainghat thanas
have failed to end the crisis, an
official said tonight.

Biman to send
black box,
voice recorder
to UK today

By Staff Correspondent

The black box and the voice
recorder of Biman's F-28 air-
craft that was damaged follow-
ing crash-landing in Sylhet on
December 22 will be sent to the
UK by a Biman flight today.

Decading of flight data from
the black box and the wvoice
recorder will take about a week,
sources in Biman said yester-

| day.

The committee probing the
accident will submit its report
as soon as it gets the decoded in-
formation from the black box
and the voice recorder.

The committee headed by
Group Captain Igbal of the Civil
Aviation Authority earlier in-
terviewed all the crew and some
passengers of the flight.

Biman is still awaiting reply
from the National Airlines of
Auslralia to take lease of F-28
aircraft for its domestic service.

However, the Biman man-
a%ement has not yet decided
whether lo hire one or two air-
craft to supplement its lone

See Page 12 Col 4

JCD to resist
PM’s visit to
DU on Monday

Jatiyvatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD), the student wing of main
opposition BNP, yesterday an-
nounced that they would resist
the planned visit of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina to the
Dhaka University on Monday.
reports UNB,

According to press reports,
the Prime Minister will lay the
foundation of a multi-storied
building on the DU campus on
Monday.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Madhu's Canteen in
the afternoon, JCD president
Shahiduddin Chowdhury Anne
said they would stage demon-
stration with black flags if
Sheikh Hasina visits the cam-
pus.
"We will not allow any killer
and autocrat like Hasina on the

See Page 12 Col 4
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Dhaka's fresh initiative to hold
3-nation summit this month

A flurry of diplomatic com-
munications among Dhaka,
Delhi and Islamabad is on in a
bid to hold the postponed ‘Three
Nation Business Summit"
sometimes this month. How-
ever, no date could yet be fixed,
diplomatic sources said.

The one-day 'Three-Nation
Business Summit’' was sched-
uled to be held on November 23
but was postponed three days
ahead of the event following a
request from Pakistan Prime
Minister Newaz Sharif "due to
domestic compulsions.” He had,
however, evinced keen interest
in attending it on a mutually
agreed date. Indian Prime Min-
ister IK Gujral had also agreed
to the postponement. Now, both
the prime ministers are learmt

By Staff Correspondent

to have evinced "keen interest,
through diplomatic channels,
lo participate in the Summit "at
an early date.”

Bangladesh which is both
the initiator and coordinator of
the summit, after learning
about the interest of the two
leaders, has sent requests,
through diplomatic channels to
IK Gujral and Newaz Sharif to
confirm, if they are in a posi-
tion to agree on a common date
lo attend the Summit, between
January 15 and 25.

The diplomatic communica-
tions also mentioned that as
part of the originally drawn up
yrogramme, the Summit would
e for one day, divided into
three broad sessions — a formal
opening session, participated

by the three prime ministers
and two business sessions par-
ticipated by the leaders of pri-
vate sector trade and industry
from the three countries.

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Abul Hasan ~Chowd-
hury told The Daily Star yes-
terday, "The Business Summit
is still hagﬁlng in the balance.
However, the three countries
are now keen to hold the Sum-
mit. We have sent the request to
the two countries and are trying
to synchronise the dates.”

A spokesman of the Indian
High Commission in Dhaka
confirmed that his country has
received the request but said,
till yesterday, no confirmed
date was communicated to

See Page 12 Col 8

Oil, gas exploration blocks

Negotiations likely to
resume next week

By Staff Correspondent

Negotiations for oil and gas
exploration blocks which were
suspended late last month due
to Christmas holidays, are
likely to resume sometime next
week.

Irish company Tullow is
likely to sit along with US oil
giants Chevron-Texaco next
week to discuss blocks 9 and 11
with government negotiators.
The discussion might take place
Tuesday or Thursday, official
sources said yesterday.,

Negotiations on blocks 9 and
11 began on October 22. Since
then, the negotiators have been
trying to tag a "big" partner with
Tullow in these blocks. Ini-
tially, the "big" companies had
rejected the idea of joining Tul-

low in these blocks saying that
Tullow’s offers were unrealistic.

In mid-December, Chevron-
Texaco joint venture had
walked out of negotiations
when the negotiators asked
them to join Tullow in these
blocks.

Three days later, Malaysia's
Petronas and US oil giant Mo-
bil. in a surprise move, wanted
to talk to Tullow over these two
blocks. The negotiators enthu-
siastically arranged a meetin
four days later between these oi
companies,

After this move, Chevron-
Texaco sent a letter to the gov-
ernment saying that they would
like to sit with Tullow. This

See Page 12 Col 8

ISLAMABAD, Jan 2: The
Pakistan government Thursday
filed corruption cases with the
country's Accountability
Commission against former

er Benazir Bhutto and her
usband and mother, officials
said, reports AFP.

The Commission, headed by
a retired Supreme Court judge,
s empowered to forward a cor-
ruption case to a High Court for
trial after looking at evidence
given by the government.

Bhutto, her spouse Asif Ali

Zardari and mother have been
accused of corrupt practices in
award of contracts when Be-
nazir Bhutto was premier, the
head of the government's Ac-
countability Cell, Senator Sai-
fur Rahman said.

He was quoted by the official
Associated Press of Pakistan
news agency as saying the
cases” reveal accumulation of
tremendous wealth" by the
Bhuttos thmugh "commission
and kickbacks.”

Bhutto said Rehman's re-
marks were part of a "media
trail and character assassina-
tion" by the government of
Prime hﬂnisl:r awaz Sharif.

"It is yet another desperate
bid by a nervous and insecure
regime to divert public atten-
tion," she said.

Bhutto last month chal-
lenged the government, which
has accused her and her close
relatives of stashing millions
of dollars in banks in Switzer-
land.-and other countries to

‘Corruption cases filed against

bring cases before a court.

A spokesman of her Pak-
istan People's Party (PPP) said
Rehman's "media tirade" coin-
cided with a disclosure Thurs-
day by Indian Zee Television
that Indian forces had seized a
Pakistani military post at the
Siachen glacier battle front in

Kashmir.

The government wanted to
divert the nation's attention

form the "reversal” in Siachen
and the swearing in of a "con-

Benazir

troversial" new president in
Pakistan," the spokesman said.
Former judge, Muhammad
Rafiq Tarar, tookover as Presi-
dent after his victory In
Wednesdays' presidential elec-
tion on the ticket of Sharif's
Pakistan Muslim League (PML).
His candidacy was rejected
December 18 by then Acting
Chief Election Commissioner
nvdelr accuga:lnnﬂféh mc:;tt;i:_tnpt of
udici ut a sus-
jg;ndngy the action on a writ filed
Tarar. :

Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh

National Board of Revenue
Segunbagicha, Dhaka
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VALUE ADDED TAX (VAT)

at the time of sale.

DFP-29381-28/12
G-18

It is notified, drawing attention of esteemed general
customers, that to take the Value Added Tax (VAT)
system to wholesale & retail level, VAT has been
imposed, during 1996-97 & 1997-98 financial years, on
wholesale & ratail sale of most of electionics, electrical
& sanitary items and three-wheeler, motor cycle, motor
car, station wagon, microbus & jeep.

02. VAT is finally payable by the consumer In case of
wholesale & retail sale, the seller is legally bound
to realise VAT at the rate 2.25% (two & quarter per
cent) fixed by the National Board of Revenue on
sale price of each item from the customer and
deposit it under the respective Revenue head of the
Government. Whether the seller shows the VAT
separately or not, he must provide the customer
with a cash memo bearing VAT registration number

03. Esteemed general customers can effectively
contribute towards national revenue collection as
well as overall development of the country by
paying the applicable VAT at the rate 2.25% on sale
price or with price & obtaining cash memo. They
are requested to please obtain cash memo at the time
of purchasing the above items.

National Board of Revenue

Dhaka




