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10 killed, 37 injured | *

in road accidents

By Staff Correspondent

At least ten people were
killed and 37 others injured in
separate road accidents in My-
mensingh and Gaibandha yes-
terday and the day before.

ﬂiy them, six le were
killed an:d 30 1njur;:l ntgluckh

collision in Mymensing
mm people were killed and
seven Ini]ured in two ate
road dents in Gai ha.

Our Curreapundensix from
M reports: peo-

were killed and 30 others in-
Feumd. 11 of them seriously, in a
road accident at Dhigharkanda
under sadar thana on Dhaka-
a!a];'mmﬂngh Highway yester-

Police and witnesses said.
the accident occurred when a
Dhaka-bound truck with day
labourers on board collided

head-on with a Mymensingh-
to CA.gRE

bound jeep belonging
at Dhijgharkanda at about
11:30 am.

The driver of the truck lost
control over the vehicle and
fell into a roadside ditch killing
six people on the spot and injur-
ing 30 others.

Of the dead, five were identi-
fied as Saidul, 14, Emdadul, 13,
Shajahan, 15, Saiful, 25, and

Ashadul, 25. The other n
could not be identified till filing
of this report. .

The injured were admitted t
Mymensingh Medical College
Hn?ltal.

NB adds: Four people were
killed and seven others injured
in two separate road accidents
in Gabindaganj thana of
g};}ihandha district on Wednes-

Nasir Bahini

From page 1
a 'bullet-proof jacket’ and is
pl to stay here and con-

tinue the acts of terrorism.
Nasir has the blessings of some
influential political leaders and
people in the police administra-
tion, according to sources,

As police keeps constant
watch on the movement of
Nasir, the ring leader also re-
portedly has paid some sources
in police, sources said.

As a result, police, despite
series of drives five months :

could not arrest Nasir even a
- declaring a reward of Tk 50
. thousand on his whereabouts.
A Iarf: contingent of police
on Monday night raided a resi-
dential hotel at Chawkbazar on
receipt of information that Nasir
and his gang members were
staying there. But police failed
to round them up as they left
the place well before police
reached the spot,

Police said Nasir is wanted
in more than 20 criminal cases.
Nasir reportedly has accumu-
lated a huge amount of money
by illegal toll collection, ransom
from affluent people and busi-
ness tycoons and other means,
sources informed.

Indian polls

From page 1

Gill said last month the par-
liamentary %113 would cost In-
dia around 205 million dollars.

The Hindu nationalists,
tipped to emerge as the largest

Ba.rty from the polls, responded
y predicting they would win

hands down.

"We are confident of winning
a comfortable majority, a
E%okesman for the righiwin

aratiya Janata Party (BJP
said. .

An estimated 60 per cent
turnout is expected,

He said hundreds of thou-
sands of police and paramilitary
forces would prmrigc security,
moving from one area to an-

other during polling.

Gill urged puutjcadllgg.mﬂﬂ to
field clean, ideal can tes and
to shun those with a criminal
past.

Today's announcement came
as each bloc, faced with the
likelihood of a hung parliament,
struggled to reach pre-poll al-

The political scerario was
electrified three days ago when
Sonia Gandhi, the widow of
former assassinated prime min-
ister Rajiv Gandhi, announced
she would campaign for the

Congress (I) Party.

Police said a ur-bound
microbus hit a rickshaw van at
about 8.00 pm on Dhaka-Rang-
pur highway killing three peo-
ple on the spot and injuring
seven others.

The deceased were identified
as Rezaul, 30, Anwarul, 35, and
Safiqul 25. The injured were
admitted to Gabind j Thana
Health Complex an ur
Medical College Hospital.

All the victims were travel-

in the rickshaw van.

Dhaka w Dos
on the - hlﬁlway
and d ed several vehicles
followin e accident. How-
ever, ce removed barricade
and brought the situation under
control.

In another accident. Afsar
Alli, 35, a gram police, was
killed when he fell dn?vg'n.u I'n:lzunI a
speeding baby taxi at Bottola in
Gabingﬁganj thana the same
day.

F’I\vm separate cases have
been filed with Gabindaganj
thana in these connection.

Bangladesh
consulate

office In
ahore opens

A new Consulate General Of-
fice of Bangladesh has.been
opened in Lahore, Pakistan, re-
ports UNB.

A leading businessman in
Lahore Humayun Fareed has
recently been appointed as the
Honorary Consul General of

adesh.

A function was arranged on
December 27 on the occasion
where Speaker of Pakistan Na-
tional Assembly Illahi Baksh
Soomro was present as chief

guest.
Bldg collapse

From page 1
tory Ltd collapsed at Kalurghat
under Chandgaon thana of the
port city.

Three of the injured were
admitted to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital and the rest
were relea after first aid.

Police shid the dccident took
place at about 2:30 pm when
construction work of the roof
was going on.

Our Staff Correspondent re-
ported from Sylhel that at least
30 people were injured, 12 seri-
ously. when the roof of an un-
der-construction building of
Jalalabad Gas and Transmis-
sion near Shahjalal Bridge
collapsed at about 4 pm.

e 12 seriously injured per-
sons were admifted to Osmani
Medical College Hospital. The
rest were released after first aid.

UNB adds: Among those ad-
mitted, eight were identified as
Masud (28). Abdul Khaliq {50),
Babul Mia (40). Kutubuddin (35},
Siraj (25), Habib (25), Khoka
Mia {20) and Gaus (15).

. <
2 4 o+

. o i

T R PR .

Rﬁq Tarrar, the newly elected president

f Pakistan,

his Muslim Léague party. (Story on Page 8)

taking oath at the Presidential
Palace in Islamabad yesterday. Tarrar was nominated by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and

— AP/UNB photo

EPB directed to formulate guidelines

50 pc GSP certificates, quota to
be issued on past performance

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed yester-
day instructed the Export Pro-
motion Bureau (EPB) to formu-
late guidelines for the distribu-
tion of GSP certificates and
quota among readymade gar-
mernts ers, reports UNB.
He also directed to distribute
50 per cent of the generalised
system of preference certifi-
cates and quota among the ex-

rters on their past year's per-
ormance and keep the rest 50
per cent open for the registered

rters.

"In no way, the GSP certifi-
cates and quotas can be handed
over,” the minister said while

iving the instructions at a
-level meeting on the prob-
lems in the textile sector, held
at the Commerce Ministry.
- The meeting discussed the
issuance of P certificates,
quota distribution, refixation
of the rate depreciation in knit-
garments, providing cash in-
centives to the fabric suppliers
and adjustment of value addi-
tion for knit and woven gar-
ments.

It constituted a four-member
committee to recommend sug-
gestions to fix the domestic
value addition and the rate of
depreciation. The committee
has been asked to submit its re-
port within 15 days.

Tofael said the government
is providing balanced support
to all the sub-sectors of the tex-
tile industry and is ready to give
all assistance to keep the up-
ward trend in export growth in

the sector.

“"We want to build a self-re-
liant economy with concerted
efforts from all, including peo-
ple's representatives, govern-
ment officials, professionals
and businessmen,” he told the
meeting.

The minister highlighted the
need for healthy growth of the
textile sector and said textile is
one of the industries which
were announced by the govern-
ment as thrust sector for export
trade.

So, the government is
measures to protect the interest
of all involved in the industry,
from the producers of yarn to
the exporters, he said.

Rangamati
pourasava
upgraded

The government has elevated

Rangamati Pourasava to first
class status, meeting the long-
standing demand of both
tribals and Banpgalees in the
hill district, reports UNB.
LGRD Minister Zillur Rah-
man formally %aw: the approval
at a simple lunction at his

Secretariat office yesterday.
State Minister for LGRD Mofaz-
zal Hossain Chowdhury Maya
Was present.

€ decision to elevate the
status would expand the
Rangamati poura area. develo
its infrastructure and provide
modern civic amenities.

Commerce Secretary Syed
Alamgir Farouk Chowdhury,
Industries Secretary KM Izazul
Haq, acting Secretary of the
Textiles Ministry Shamsuzza-
man Chowdhury, and officials
from the National Board of
Revenue, Bangladesh Bank and
other departments were present
at the meeting.

Oust-govt movement
after Ramadan:

Mannan Bhuiyan

BNP will neither go to par-
liament nor join the proposed
dialogue with the government
unless the CHT accord is
scrapped, said party's secretary
general Abdul Mannan Bhui-
yan, MP, reports UUNB.

Addressing a discussion
meeting of Jallya Party (Z-M) in
the city yesterday, Bhvn.!.i‘yan said

ved

the government is in in a
cons to sell out the coun-

try through the accord.

"A united movement for
ou the t will be
start after the Ramadan.”

said the BNP leader.
The JP{Z-M) organised the

discussion at Diploma Engi-
neers’ Institute on the occasion

of 12th founding anniversary of

the party.

Party's co-chairman Kazi Za-
far Ahmed urged BNP chiefl Be-

gum Khaleda Zia to announce a
programme of long-march to-
wards Chittago Tracts to

press for cance the agree-

{| Ershad tells

From page |

Sayeed, State Minister for In-
formation.

According to sources, most
of the programmes that ATN's
Bengali service puts on air are
known to be produced by BTV
personnel. “That's better cus-
tomer for them these days than
BTV."” one source said.

"Yes, | often hear complaints

that they are duinmmglrannnca
cu

for ATN but it is t to get
an evidence,” Sayeed said.
Director General of BTV

Syed Salahuddin Zaki said, "We
issued circular upon receiving
complaints but, need specific
evidence before taking any ac-
tion." E

A two-week investigation
into the affairs of the lone local
television network by this cor-
respondent produced stunning
results.

During a recent visit to
Rampura television centre, a
BTV producer showed a bank
check for Taka 42.000 that he
received as remuneration for an
ATN uction that he worked
for. A high level official of BTV
told this correspondent that in
recent months BTV rejected

some 13 dramas produced under

BTV: Cas

‘Package Programme' by private
production houses because BTV
producers and technicians were
involved in those dramas with-
out any approval.

This correspondent came
across one BTV producer and a
technician while visiting a
‘Package Programme' produc-
tion house., Both of them
worked for that private produc-
L.on house. Browsing through
the log bouk of its day to day
programine schedules, this cor-
respondent found names of

many BTV men who worked for

the hnus& one time or the other.

There are also allegations of
using BTV outdoor shootin
equipment for production o
programmes other than BTV's.
A producer told The Daily Star
that those got more scope for
‘over-using' equipment for
other purposes could man-
age more programmes for BTV.

One month back, seven BTV
producers formally expressed
their grievances before higher
authorities for not ghdngTh:m
enough programmes. ose
who get more programmes in
BTV. chances of moonlighting

h lures men behind

brightens.” said an aggrieved
producer.

A senior BTV officials. who
takes care of programmes and
news, however, said all the pro-
ducers are not equally talented
and "so this is very natural that
some of them will get more pro-
grammes than others.”

Some quarters also raised
questions about BTV's gradual
relinquishing of 'popular’ pro-
grammes and telecasting the
Same programmes again com-
ing from private production
houses. Programmes namely,
Ittiyadi,’ 'Shuvechha' and
Pariprekkhit’ were BTV's in-
house productions previously
Id:u&h%sc are now being pro-

u rom private production
P p

An official of BTV came up
with the logic, "Production
technology has advanced in
such a faster pace that BTV,
with its age-old editing panel
and camera function, could no
longer afford these p mes
which demand high quality
technical support. Rather, some
private production houses now
possess more sophisticated hi-
tech equipment.”

the show

Many viewers pointed out
serious flaws in BTV's day to
day programme schedules
which seem lo be a manifesta-
tion of haphazard programme

designing and decininn-makw
at various levels. A ar

serial was drop or three
consecutive weeks to telecast
other unscheduled p
and BTV even did not to
give any announcement for its
viewers showing reasons for
such last-moment changes in
schedules. -
BTV bosses acknowledged
such flaws but they did not ad-
mit that these things were hap-
ning as because of moon-
hting and carelessness.
About BTV's news :
sometimes the ‘state mint
himself has to take decision

what story will go on air and
what will not. plying to a
uestion by this correspondent

u Sayeed said requests seek-
ing TV coverage pour in BTV
newsroom eve ., rangin
from public =4 officers gf
ministers to socio-cultural or-
ganisations. "People there in
responsible positions, so, seek
advice to escape from the pres-
sure of requests.” added he. _

Despite t plea from
the mid-ranking leaders for
anti-government street agita-
tion, Jatiya Party Chairmian
HM Ershad said his will
continue to play the role of con-
ﬁtﬁrgctivc opposition, reports

"We'll be a different type of
op tion by playing our due
role both in and outside the
| Parliament,” he said, n&mldreu-

a marking par-

s lm:ﬂ anniversary
in the city y.

Hundreds of workers
chanted slogans ag-
itation programme and the
mid-ranking leaders echoed
their wish the meet-
ing at the Engineers’ [nstitute
auditorium.

But Ershad, who seemed to
think differently, limited his
45 minutes’ speech criti-
d.llnﬁ the government and de-
scribing the JP government's
successes, He was, however,
very critical about the CHT
peace accord.

The JP chief termed the

eement anti-constitutional
and demanded a discussion in
parliament on the accord. "Af-
ter discussi in Parliament,
the agreement should also be
sent to the Supreme Court to
seck its opinion whether it is
anti-constitutional or not."

According to the former

Robbery

From paﬁe l
3.47 lakh in cash and gold or-
naments from a house at Sat-
masjid road.

In both the incidents the da-
coits used the same technique.
They r the calling bells and
entered houses.

At about 9.30 pm on Wed-
nesday, five unidentified men,
equipped with fire arms and
daggers, entered the second-
floor residence of Afifa Ahmed
and locked the inmates in a
room. They broke open several
almiras and took away 5,000
US dollars, Tk 50,000 and ﬁiﬂ
ornaments. While fleeing, they
threatened the inmates not to
shout.

There was no mélé person in
the house during the incident.

Police said the incident took

lace after Afifa's daughter-in-
aw bought the dollars and
brought the gold ornaments
from a bank locker. She was

prv.xaﬂng to go abroad.
case was lodged with

Dhanmondi thana in this con-
nection but none was arrested
till last night.

Meanwhile, Dhanmondi
thana said three persons, iden-
tified as Bachchu, Shaju and
Hossain, were arrested from a
slum in west Dhanmondi in
connection with the dacoity at
the house at Satmasijid ;

L] -’, .
Biman’s F-28
From page 1
the F-28, which crash-landed
in Sylhet recently, for decoding
to help determine causes of the

accident.
Since the of the F-
28 aircraft, a day before the
crash landing and damage of
its twin, Biman is incurring
hu%c losses in terms of revenue.
t is also causing inconve-
nience to passengers as its four-
aircraft domestic fleet has been
reduced to only one ATP.
Earlier in June last year,
another ATP skidded off the
runway while 1 in Chit-

tagong, putting it out of opera-
tion

The lone ATP is now carry-
ing s in four to five
out of nine flights every-

gasy with far less load than F-

‘But Biman management
failed to arrive at a decision on

where to send the F-28 for ma-
jor check and be-
cause of influential quarters
lobb for their respective

" The mmvevora of Ligyate i

dertakers of damaged F-28,
left Dhaka on Wednesday after
preliminary assessment of the

Their report will determine
Biman's insurance claim for six
million dollars.

Ever cha

From page 1

He seems important, but is
he right?

More than a year ago, the fi-
nance ministry said that Fazlur
Rahman, despite a big de-
faulter, had been e director
of the three government-con-
trolled banks and borrowed
munﬁ_l from Agrani, Janata
and IFIC banks, and had big
sums of interests written off "in
a manner that violated all rules
and regulations”.

Based on the minist
statement, the Bnng]adcﬂl
Bank sent inspectors to four
branches of Agrani Bank, one
%fulllzﬂ and another of Janata

The were
Twenty businesses were
- found to have been owned by
Fazlur Rahman. Agrani
Das Hnadhhl:?n s
ara were
his early partners. At %ﬁ: '!t:lme.

he was importing palm oil, soda
ash and coconut oil.

In one of the early instances
of his getting undue favours
from the banking system, on
January 15, 1984, he had
Aﬁranl'a Tanbazar branch write
off Tk 26.36 lakh in interests.
His business with the branch
continued and resulted in an-
other interests write-off four
years later — this time Tk 1.27
crore. The Board was indeed

nerous to him, as reflected in

08

memos,

Similarly, the bank's prin-
cipal branc
ing extremely nice to him. For

ul loans origina in
early ulr%f he was ra

happy, and was asking for
more,
Fazlur Rahmnn does not

in Dhaka was be- .

nging colour of

have anything to do with
Agrani's R K Das Road branch
in Narayanganj at the moment
But Messrs. Narayanganj En-
terprise, which according to
central bank inspectors, is
owned by his elder brother Prof
Rezaul m, a BNP MP, does.
The bank's Board was found to
have approved a Tk 5.27 lakh
loan write-off proposal.

The IFIC bank proved better

for Fazlur Rahman,

There were four accounts for
three of his com . Loans
remained unadjusted and got
changed into' different cate-

ﬁrien. And at least twice, the =~

terests were written off - first,
Tk 75 lakh in February 1993
and then Tk 1.40 crore in
October 1995. The exercise

Ee!ded an. extremel
vourable rﬁepa t sched
for the rest. aulted again,

However, his another deal
with IFIC — which was shifted
from the bank's Motijheel

branch to one in Narayanganj
— was found ° :

His style Janata was a
bit different. He was defaulting
and getting the loans — to the
tune of 6.4 crore, or who
khows how to find the actual
figure — heduled. ca-
tion for a third rescheduling
was filed in October 1996. The
central bank inquiry said it all
amounted to benefiting from
loan write-offs "in an indirect

way .
He would o LCs with
, banks, cancel them, and then
. wouldn't accept the bank's
charging him the fees. Sonali
Bank to his plea one

r him, on several occasions,
to retain him as director of

state-owned banks.

In 1995, Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia was "thanked” by
the leaders of FBCCI, Dhaka
and Narayanganj chambers of
a-.,:npnintirg him a Rupali Bank
director. Similar letters went to
the finance minister.

The scenario changed with a
new government taking over in
1996. But Fazlur Rahman had
friends pushing his case. In
July 1996, Hossain, pres-
ident of Narayanganj Chamber,
wrote to the finance minister to
El:ad for retaining him on the

Board.
October, the FBCCI sent
him as its representative to a

meeting of Islamic \Chamber of
Commerce and Industry in
Karachi, which he considers a
g!at belying allegations against
im,

But, confronted with the
questions, Alhaj Fazlur Rah-
man, a former president of

a defaulting borrower

Narayanganj Chamber °of
Commerce and Industry, pleads
innocence and produces piles of
documents su him.

At one stroke, he can cite
some 10 big names in business
who have defaulted but haven't
been "harassed” as he has been.

"l have paid back some 20
crore taka in interests during
1995-97." is how he would try to
make his point. Or, he re-
fer to a recent Bangladesh Bank
letter withdrawing the restric-

companies.
A newsman scares him more
than anyth else. Once, sev-

eral months ago. an ani
bank decision to write off inter-
ests was reversed following a
press report.

It remains to be seen how he
fares in the ahead when
the bank regulators and the
Puv::mm:nt are talking of "a
ough financial regime".

founding day function
JP to be a different

type of opposition

President, during whose gov-

ernment the peace process be-

%E in the Chittagong Hill

. the accord is contradic-

w to articles 1, 29(1), 29(2),

1). 143 and 144 of the Consti-
tution.

The JP chairman asked the

t to fulfil its election

governmen

pledge of giving autonomy to
the Special Powers Act up-
roo terrorism. "People will
teach you a good lesson if you
violate your commitments,” he
warned.

"Unless the Special Powers
Act is cancelled, we can't say
\ has been established
in Bangladesh," JP Secretary
Creneral and Communicatigns
Mlinister Anwar Hossain Manju

tald the anniversary meeting.

Additional Secretary Gen-
eritl Naziur Rahman 'Lan:ur
stressed the need for a specific
political guideline for running
the party. "A party should not
be tieated as a chamber or fed-

eration. A specific stand and
policy mﬁ continued,” he

Without elaborating, Col
(retd) Zafar Imam said a party
can't imaintain a double stan-
dard. "We should be clear as to

why we will su rt one or

work against uno&:r."
Echoing the front organisa-

tions' leaders, Hasanuddin

Sarker urged the party Chair-

man to announce programime
so that the wrkm?:an launch

street tation after the Ra-

madan. "T want uﬁeciﬂc -
itlua::n,“:;l and hm you do it.Pollle
said.

BNP boycotted
"86 polls for
financial
reason: Ershad

Jati
shad rejected a proposal of
EII; _ ~martial law lq:umdl
lgg ore he had resigned in
1 following the tion
movemernt, reports ;

"The then arniny chief Gen-
eral Nooruddin had requested
me to impose martial law, but I
refused it,” he said,
his party's founding anniver-

ﬂ::ry meeting in the city yester-
Y-

"My reply was that there'll be

no further martial law in

desh... the liast martial

law will be that of Allah.," the

former President said, describ-

ing the decision as 'very cor-
rect.’

Ershad also told the
that BNP had boycotted the
1986 election "not on
political ground, but for finan-
cial reason.”

‘T'm writing all thes:=...1 will
unmask them throuizh my
thcmi“ said Ershad, who called |

wami League's paiticipa-
tion in the election a ‘wise deci-
sion.’

The JP chief, however, re-
futed Sheikh Hasina's allega- |
tion of media coup in the elec-
tion. "If we had done it, JP
would not have got only 152
seats, rather it would have

Partyy Chairman HM

clinched a landslide victory
with 220." |

~R0 Int’]
president

due tomorrow
By Staff Correspondent

Rotary International Presi-
dent Glen W Kinross will arrive
in Dhaka tomorrow on a three-
day visit to B h.

He will be accompanied by
his wife Heather and In-
ternational directors Edger
iﬁthcr and Rafael Hechanova,

a press release yesterday.

During his visit Kinross will
see the Rotary’s service projects
in BanFlndeuh* especially the
Polio Plus immunization pro-
gramme, jointly funded by the
government and Rotary Inter-
national.

He will also visit a number
of Rotary-funded projects on
literacy, poverty alleviation,
fish fry, integrated farming,
cattle breeding and poultry.

The RI President will open a
low cost hnuatngopmject at Lan-
galbandha in Sonargaon. The
Rotary International is financ-
ing construction of 300 houses
for the homeless.

His other programmes in-
clude visit to a Grameen Bank
prn[!lect and holding meetings
with Rotarians in Bangladesh.

Glen Kinross is scheduled to
call on President Shahabuddin
Ahmed.

Gram Adalat

From page 1

Tk 10,000. But, it will have no
power to pass a sentence for im-
prisonment or fine, t cases
of c?n of ;:;::_u-t ;

If a person is found ty o
contemipt of a Gram Adﬁll.:{. he
or she could be sentenced to pay
a fine not exceeding Tk 1000,
according to the bill.

Official sources said that the
draft bill would be discussed in

ublic at the six divisional
eadquarters after the Eid-ul-

Fitr to seek public opinion and
suggestions would be taken into
consideration before placing
the bill in the Jatiya S d.

A Gram Adalat will com-
prise three adjudicators. The
senior-most among them will
act as President of the Adalat. A
panel of 15 to 20 adjudicators
will be selected from among
persons suggested by individu-
als, professional o sations,
NGOs, etc. They be selected
by a three-member con-
sisting of the local MP, the Dis-
trict Judge and the District
Magistrate. At least one third of
the members will be women.

The Gram Adalats will oper-
ate as mobile courts. There may
be more than one Gram Adalat
in a thana if necessary.

A Gram Adalat Directorate
may be established in Dhaka to
monitor the functioning of the
Adalats and to maintain and
preserve records of different
Adalats, the draft bill said,

Investment Corporation
of Bangladesh
Investtors' Department

| _ |
| . Shilpa Bank Building (15th Floor), Dhaka |
] Sub: Right Share: Olympic Industries Ltd '
This is for information of the respectable ||
investors of ICB Head Office and Branch Of- | |
fices that Olympic Industries Ltd has decided ||
to issue Right Share on 1:1 basis at a price of lﬂ
|| Tk. 200.00 (Face Value Tk. 100.00 + Premium ||
[ Tk. 100.00) to the share holders of the Com- |1
pany whose name appeared in the Compa-

of application for Right Share is 15-1-98.

{ ny's Share register on 26-12-1996. The last date

Investors interested to buy right shares of
Olympic Industries Ltd through their ac-
counts are requested to contact ICB offices and
submit written purchase instructions
alongwith deposits (if required) by 12-01-

1998.

Assistant General Manager
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