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Rural Empowerment

The end of the year 1997 marked, among other
things, the formal completion of a truly national
event — the Union Parishad elections. The month-
long event that really caught the imagination and
involved the energy of rural people ever since it be-
gan on December 1, ended day before yesterday.
Judging from the mass participation, the record of
violence in its past versions and above all, the ex-
tremely bellicose mood now prevailing in coun-
try's political arena, the huge effort could be
dubbed as quite a success. We commend the author-
ities for pulling off a vital step in the process of giv-
ing shape to a newly formatted local government
system at a relatively low ‘cost’.

Now that the elections are over and the people’s
representatives have been chosen, the idea of de-
volving power to the local authorities has to go
through a reality check. In our view, the crunch
part of the whole idea is the financial power or its
extent as far as the elected representatives are con-
cerned. Although there have been deliberations in
the press and official circles about devolution of
powers some gray vague areas do exist which might
be called into question or at least could give rise to
confusion once the dust settles and UP chairmen
and women go about exploring their range of
‘executive power'.

We call upon the government to address these
probable operational lacunae sooner than later so
that a good idea otherwise executed quite effec-
tively does not get into the line of fire.

Not just the relatively lesser occurrence of fatal
violence, the participation of women in large scale
both in voting and the contests must go down as a
phenomenon of far-reaching social implication.
For the first time in the annals of these polls
women were elected by direct votes to the three
seats reserved for them in every union. Naturally it
gave rise to resistance from the prejudiced so-
called religious fanatics who were caught in a
frenzy of declaring fatwa across the country. It
proved an exercise in futility though. Mass partici-
pation of women has proved that rural Bangladesh
has turned a corner; her women seem to have
placed themselves firmly on road to empower-
ment.

Hazard of Young Women

In two incidents on Tuesday five young women
were subjected to acid attack. Even after discount-
ing the superstitious part of things occurring on
the new year's day — that these would keep repeat-
ing round the year, we shudder at the sudden spurt
in the acid-throwing crime,

This dastardly crime is nothing new. But only
last year it made a stir in society when certain
women's rights groups took up the challenge posed
by this cowardly criminal act. The interest thus
aroused in the public mind helped prompt some
initiatives on both government and private levels
to treat and rehabilitate the victims who happen to
be all women. One expected that together with that
the crime itself would be discouraged by the
wideranging expression of social repugnance. That
hasn't obviously happened.

There is no worse suffering for man and animals
than burn injuries. And acid burns are the horri-
blest of them all. And when the victim survives the

attack and her skin heals — if she is not killed that
is — the suffering continues, on human terms.
What can be the appropriate punishment for those
that wreak such a havoc on the individual, on her
family, on the society at large? The law prescribes
a punishment but it doesn't lay down any time
limit on the carrying out of the sentence. This ac-
counts for the prescribed stringent punishment
failing totally to act as a deterrent.

When about a decade back there was a spate of
acid throwing incidents, the then government very
wisely acted to make selling and buying of acids
difficult. Professional criminals do not use acid.
The jilted lover or the infatuated big man in the
area would hardly take the trouble to jump restric-
tions on acid selling. The rate of incidence then re-
sponded well to the action. It would possibly do the
same now.

Meanwhile, how are things proceeding on the
curative aspect or plastic surgery arrangements for
the victims? Let us hope the enthusiasm has not

cooled off.
Tab on Prices

The cost of living increased by at least eight per
cent at the end of 1997 as compared with four per
cent in 1996. The Consumer Association of
Bangladesh (CAB) which released the figure placed
its fingers on a vulnerable point saying that rice
price is up by 1.93 per cent breaking the pattern of
price decline of 4.72 per cent recorded during 1996.
Tea price has gone up by 45 per cent, fuel by 28 per
cent and house rent by 15 per cent plus, let alone
powdered milk, meat and spices. Fertiliser price
went up in addition to increases in the rates of util-
ities like electricity, water and gas.

The surmise that rice price might have gone up
due to communication difficulties born of ferry
congestions and hartals cannot hold water because
cereal has been selling dear at the source itself,
| namely the northern districts of Bangladesh.

The upping of the cost of living index is worri-
some by itself, to say nothing of the jacked up
prices during Ramadan which are likely to stay
where they are even after the month of fasting will
have been over. So, we are in for quite an inflated
price-line, to be sure.

The government will have to work out a price
containment strategy along cooler lines. It will be
no use blowing hot air via dramatic raids on the
market-place. In the past these had the opposite ef-
fect of jolting supplies and pushing the prices even
further up. We are for consumer resistance com-
mittees at the ward-level and official committees
preferably at thana-level with some members
drawn from the wholesale and retail business net-

works. The two sets of communities must integrate
and interact to bear any frujt,
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LATO once mused of man

as the measure of things.

President Vaclav Havel
writes in his memoirs: "The
most important thing is that
man should be the measure of
all structures, includin
economic structure, and no
thal man be made to measure
for those structures.”" The same
refrain reverberated in the
Social Development Suminit in
Copenhagen when the President
of the summit, Poul Nyrun
Rasumussen said: "Man has

- often treated Nature unwise

and short-sighted. But man has
treated man even worse. We are
athered here to promote social
evelopment and social justice
placing the needs, aspiration,
and rights of the people at the
centre of our decisions and joint
actions.”
Since then national and in-
ternational elite, ministers and

managers have routinely reiter-
ated the importance of security
of the ple. Discussions have
ran from human rights to

probing the frontiers of infor-
mation highway. The problem is
that large segments of the

ulation, women who hold up

f the sky, are invisible in the
country-side or visible and
considered a nuisance in the
city slums. Their lives if fortu-
nate, are centred around a
paddy field and a cooking pot.
Mother and daughter trek for
miles to collect a few dead
branches or twigs to cook for
the little ones or keep them
warm in harsh winter., Some
mother scavenges the harvested
fields for left over grains to find
the dream of her child — a
morsel of food. The big decision
for many others, the young and
the hungry, is whether to pro-
long the miserable existence or
move out to make shift hovels
in urban centres or be co-opted
by body merchants.

E CHT peace accord
which was signed on
December 3, 1997 to

protect the characteristics and
attain overall development of
the region has at the very outset
the postulate that Chittago

Hill Tracts is a tribal inhabit

region, although about 50 per
cent inhabitants of the region
are Hengali-:Feaking people,
and Bengalis of CHT were never
consulted while negotiating the
accord. There is nothing in our
constitution recognising CHT
as a tribal inhabited region.
The postulate therefore runs
contrary to Section 1 of the
Constitution., according
which Bangladesh is'a unitary
Republic. Agaln, Eu':»‘:n::uﬂ:llﬂ.gt to
"Section "' '6 (2) of 'thHe

‘ Constitution! the cifizens of

Bangladesh should be known as
Bangladeshis.

It may be noted in this con-
nection that, sub-clause Ga (3}
of the accord, defining non-
tribal permanent residents who
are not tribals but have legal
lands and generally live in the
hill districts at specific ad-
dresses has excluded Bengali-
speaking people living in CHT
as tenants by tilling land for
others or hiring house in that
region from all the rights and
privileges including voting
rights is CHT. This is in viola-
tion of Section 19(1) of the Con-
stitution which ensures equal-
ity of opportunity to all citi-
zens.

Under the accord, a Par-
battya Zilla Parishad for each

speak about professionalism
in our different offices off and
on. But in Western countries
they speak about professional
conduct off and on and advise
to be professional while
motivating. In UN Mission
officers of different countries
with different race, culture,
reli!ginus background and
tradition assemble together to
fulfil a common mission within
certain particular time
according to UN charter. Peace
keepers are from Army, Navy
and Air Force or from Police
department of member states of
UN. The really work
rofessionally, but if any one is
ound unprofessional he is re-
turned back to his country or
action is taken against him af-
ter due inquiry according to the
mission rule/mandate.
To be a professional I think

IN our country we do not
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In struggles to save forests, struggles against pollution, in movements against militarisation,
- women are at the forefront. Because, historically and even today, it is the
women who create, nurture and sustain.

Assetless, rightless, remote
and knowledge-deprived as they
are, they live far from venues of
conferences on human rights,
and even further from a na-
tional or international airport,
not to speak of the computer
terminal and the information

highway.

Yet, if security of the human
kind, is the key indicator for a
civil . woman should be
the measure of things. Why?
The best answer is given by Pro-
fessor Yunus: "It is due to a
basic difference in the vision of
life of men and women. It is al-
most a universal truth that a
man's first priority is himself,
his world view is "me" — cen-
tred and focusses on "today”. A
woman likes to make thi
pleasant for others — her chil-
dren, her husband, her house-
hold and she herself is the last
on her list of preferences.
Women also tend to have a
longer term vision and they
yearn for security. They are
therefore effective mnna‘f:ﬂ 0
scarce resources .... and more

reliable as ts of ch S In
fact, it can argued that in
poor households if men aggra-

vate the poverty, it is the
women who contribute to the
livelihood strategies in most
difficult and sometimes hostile
circumstances.

But the conventional norms
of society in Bangladesh are
stacked against them. Their ac-
cess to land, the most produc-
tive asset is through kinship
entitlement, inheritance and
marriage. Daughters inherit
land, though less than the
sons. Divinely ordained as it is,
women can rarely enforce their

entitlement. They often waive it
in Ewuurfuf theu;] 1lznrr:rtht:ra in
exchange lor possible protection
in case of endowed, I;[bandnn-
ment or divorce. Inequities in
land entitlement are also mani-
fest in educational opportuni-
ties and access to credit or in-
come earning possibilities. Col-
lateralless as the women are,
access to credit has been an
impossible dream for them, un-
til Grameen Bank came forward
with the innovative agenda of
social collateral.

Yet what was the early ex-
perience? "If a woman applied

for a loan”, writes Professor
Yunus, "She would be ques-
tioned whether she had dis-
cussed it with her husband and
if he approved her move. Fi-
nally, she would be asked to
bring him along for the meeting.
Nobody demands this kind of
spousal approval to sanction
loans to women .... Therefore, |
wanted to ensure that poor, il-
literate women had an option
for financial resources ..... Now
almost 94 per cent of our bor-
TOWErs are women .

Another example is the ex-

rience of members of SEWA
Self-Employed Women's Asso-
ciation) rcsardlng the govern-
ment'’s er section lending
programme in Ahmedabad, In-

Do

dia. "Being all women accom-
panied by children, filthy in ap-
pearance, unaccustomed to
manners and business talks,

they were ann to and not
l mﬁzh w:lcnmcogmg

ank staff at
their premises.” Or as a woman
worker in informal sector in an
urban centre puts it. "If “\%D

e

. alone, who will listen to us?

don't know who to meet, what
to ask for? People are rude to
us, they think we are dirty and
talk to us badl{l.”

However, that may be, the
Grameen Bank experience
shows that as women become

| \Darer
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self-employed or entrepreneurs
in their own right and get or-
ganised, they can question and
sometimes reverse the hereto-
fore "non-decisionable agenda”,
namely man’'s control over land,
capital, technology and other
valued resources. Some of
them, who are now owners of
their own houses cannot be
thrown out, as often happened
before, at the sweet will of the
man of the house. Because,
when a woman member gets a
housing loan from the bank, the
stipulation is that the title of
the plot of land where the house
is sited must be transferred to
the borrower's name. The mari-
tal relationship thus becomes
more sober and stable for the

- But challenged they

woman. Having said that, there
is a new and exciting dimen-
sion. A Grameen member in a
remote or isolated village is
leap-forging into the informa-

tion age using cellular technol-

ogy.

What has been prevalent, in
women's contractual inferiority
in the capital market is also
true in the reluctance to see
women i{n the countryside as

erm-plasm wollectors, seed se-
ectors, and as the key players
in preserving nature's diversity.
The taboo of nondecisionable
agenda comes to the forefront.
Land. capital, technology and
information are all val goods
that imbue those who own or
control them with power and
prestige. Why should these re-
sources be shared? Why should
institutions be restructured and
male power bases challenged?
must be.
As Dr M S Swaminathan points
out: "Traditional systems of
farming depended on "in situ”
conservation of genetic variabil-
ity, mostly by women in the
form of numerous land races.” |
believe that plant breeding ef-
forts with rural women will help
a desirable blend of frontier and
traditional technology. It means
a reversal of power relations in
the scientific establishment.
The challenge for the scientists,
if they are humble enough to
take it, is to accept that women
farmers are germ-plasm consul-
tants and research curators
and to develop field methodolo-

es and management strategies
hat support women farmers in
their roles.

Further, as | have written
before in another context, if the

CHT Peace Accord: A Critical Analysis

by Mohammad Mujibur Rahman

ol the three districts of Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts will be
formed. These Parishads have
been entrusted with vast powers
and responsibilities such as re-
cruitment of class three and

four employees, appointment of

hill districts police down from
Sub-Inspector. collection of
Land Development Tax. etc.,
which are not given to any local
government bodies in other dis-
tricts. Again, although the Ben-
galis are about 50 per cent of the
population in that region, two-
thirds of the members of the
Parishad will be elected from
the tribals and one third from
the local Bengalis. Under Sec-
tion 9 of the Constitution, "spe-
cial representation shall be

-~ ‘giveri .... to peasants, workers

‘and women.™ In this séction
there is no provision for special
representation to the backward
section of the citizens, let alone
the special representation to
the tribals. Therefore the provi-
sion for reservi two-thirds
seats for the tribals only is ul-
tra vires of the Constitution.

This is also in violation of Sec-
tion 19(1), which says. "The
slate shall endeavour to ensure
equality of opportunity to all
citizens. and also Section 11,
which says that the Republic

shall be a democracy in which
effective participation by the
people through their elected
representation in administra-
tion at all levels shall be en-
sured.”

The sub-section 3(a) of sec-
tion 29 empowers the state to

make special provision for any
backward section of the citizens
for the purpose of securing their
adequate representation in the
service of the Republic. This
means, the state can fix certain
quota or number of posts for the
tribals in the service of the Re-
public. But on the plea of pro-
viding adequate representation,
the appointments of tribals ex-
clusively for all the posts of
chairmen, District Councils,
Regional Councils and Minister
in-charge of CHT Affairs. and
ving preference to the tribals
Elr apl:;ointment of Secretary
ith the rank and status of
Deputy Secretary in the
Parishad. appointment of exec-
utive officer in the Regional
Council, appointment of
Chairmen of CHT Development
Board etc., will seriously affect
the rights and interests of the
Bengalis in CHT, and will be in
violation of sections 19(1), 27
and 29 of the Constitution.
According to clause Ga 26 of
the accord, without permission
of the Parishad no land includ-
ing leasable khas land in the
district can be leased out. sold
or purchased. Even the govern-
ment cannot acquire or lease
any land, hills and forest with-
out permission of the Parishad.
This clause severely curtails the
sovereignty of the ublic as it
is a clear violation of Section
143 of the Constitution, which
says. "There shall vest in the
Republic, in addition to any
other land or property law fully

vested, (a) all minerals or other
things of value Uﬂdfl‘]}l"i_'l_i_l_ﬁ any
land of Bangladesh ..., is is
also in violation of Section 144
of the Constitution which says
that "the executive authority of
the Republic shall extend to the
acquisition, sale. transfer,
mortgage and disposal of prop-
erty....". Besides land, the clause
also curtail sovereignty of the
Republic over forestry and min-
eral sources in CHT as the
Parishad will be entitled to un-
specified portions of royalty on
forest and mineral resources in
CHT. ;
ain, as in the Parishad,.
two-thirds of the members will

be tribals it will be impossible

for any Bengali to get permis-
sion to purchase land in CHT
and settle there. This is a viola-
tion of Section 36 of the Consti-
tution, which ensures that "ev-
ery citizen shall have the right
to move freely throughout
Bangladesh, to reside and settle
in any place therein”. and also
Section 42 of the Constitu ion
which gives every citizeri the
right to acquire, hold, transfer,
dlsa&c of property.
stly, by making provi-
sions for cancellation of the
allotments of land to non-trib-
als and non-residents (not
tribals) for rubber cultivation
and other purposes not yet
utilised and scrutiny of the le-
Eal right of ownership of land
y non-tribals it seems an in-
sidious plan has been obviously
made not only to stop settle-

ment of Bengalis but to oust
them from CHT!

According to clause Ga (1), a
Regional Council will be formed
combining the three Hill Dis-.
tricts’ ocal Government
Parishads. According to the ac-
cord, the members of the Coun-
cil will be elected indirectly by
the elected members of the three
Hill District Parishads., in
which two thirds members will
be tribals. Besides, the Chair-
men (who will also be tribals) of
the three hill districts will be
ex-officio members of the coun-
cil and they will have voting
rights.

Under sections 59 and 60 of
the Constitution, no power to
‘make provision exclusively
the backward section of the cit-
izens has been given to the gov-
ernment. In the same on,
Local Government in each ad-
ministrative Unit of the Repub-
lic can be entrusted to bodies
composed of persons elected in
accordance with law and every
such body wi!l perform within
the appropriatc administrative
unit such functions as shall be
rescribed by the act of the Par-
iament. But according to the
statement dated 8-12-97 of the
Law Minlsl? the Regional
Council will be responsible to
the Prime Minister, and to the
legislature which is not an ad-
ministrative unit. Therefore
formation of a tribal-domi-
nated Regional Council exclu-
sively for CHT (not for any
other greater districts), which is
entrusted with vast powers and
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Professionalism and the Quality of Service
by Md Masudul Huq

one must know his job and to
know his job he must know the
law/rules by which he is
guided. The next thing, he is to
work neutrally and impartiall
according to law. In develo
countries there are committees
on professionalism of different
organizations. These commit-
tees review the activitﬁ of that
organization whether they work
professionally or not. Here is an
'EJEH.III%IE of professional discus-
sion by cavalry force of one
army unit in the West, collected
from the InterNet: "Members,
over the last several weeks we
have had some very interesting
and eyebrow raising discussion.
We have not felt the need to get
involved in moderating the dis-
cussion even when two or three
were ongoing at the same time,
Recent comments have
prompted us to remind every-
one that all are entitled to their

opinion and to maintain our
[)mfmtuna]ium when respond-
ng to a member's comments, In
the end, we are all s for
the same thing, to make cavalry
the finest "branch” in the army.
If you would like to discuss a
certain topic with someone per-
sonally, please send them a
message, don't riﬁly to the en-
tire group. Your discussion re-
cently have been outstanding. It
is important when discussing
something so near and dear to
our hearts that we allow others
to voice opinions. We hope to
maintain this level of profes-
sional discussion. Keep up the
ood work. Your comments may
elp change the future of the
cavalry force.”
In my view if all profession-
als maintain their standard in
every phase of life, there will be

little chaos/problem around the
world. Because chaos originates
from dissatisfaction and t-
isfaction uﬁﬁlnatcs form injus-
tice or intolerance. Of course
tolerance is the foundation of
democracy also which should
be in practice in every family.
But, it is not so due to long tra-
dition and culture of many
countries. This is to be
changed.

There is one institute on
ethics and professionalism in
North Carolina. This institute
brings together lawyers from
across North Carolina to share
ideas, concerns and practices
which bolster the ethical stan-
dards of profession and further
the ideals of professionalism
within the lfiga.r profession and
the system of justice.

According to North Carolina

institute on ethics and
sionalism, "the duty of a
in a government of laws is
threefold in nature, regardless
of whether he plays the of
the counselor or that of the ad-
vocate. He must know the law,
be loyal to his client and main-
tain his own integrity."
According to a committee on
rofessionalism, "A professional
awyer is an expert in law pur-
suing a learned art in service to
clients and in the spirit of pub-
lic service; and engaging in
these pursuits as part of com-
mon calling to promote justice
and the public good." There are
many organisations and com-

fes-
Ny

mittees in USA on anal-
ism. One library of Florida Bar
Association over 100

research files which contain .

about 1000 research articles.
The Florida Bar's centre for
professionalism consists of a di-
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umbilical chord between ecolog-
ical integrity and sustamabﬁ:
livelihood of the people are to be
reestablished once again, it can
only happen in an engendered
environment, If biodiversity is
threatened, it is the women's
livelihood security and that of
their families which is in jeop-
ardy. When forests or lands or
rivers or wells die, and I para-
ghrasc from my friend Kamla
hasin, it is the women who
mourn the most, because
are the most affected. This is
why, in struggles to save
forests, struggles against pollu-
tion, in movements against mili-
tarisation, women are at the
forefront. Because, histo
and even today, it is the women
;-Iim create, nurture and sus-
.

Unfortunately, the enlight-
enments doctrinal belief in the
supr of man over nature
is the paradigm for the endless
series of superior/inferior di-
chotomies that is characterised
as masculine/feminine. And |

uote Sandra Scheneider: "At

e male pole are divine creativ-
ity, power, intelligence, activity,
gm:crnocss, independence, and at
the female pole are natural
passivity, weakness, instinct
and emotionality, ‘receptivity,
evil and dependence. The short-
hand cipher for this ?ervmw
dualism is the spirit/body di-
chutumfr. spirit representing
everything divine, and bod
representing hing natural.
The spirit is male, the body is
female. Culture is the triumph

of male spirit over female na-
ture.”

Perhaps it is time to let this
deeply patriarchal theology
stand on its head. Women rein-
tegrates what has been di- -
chotomised, empowers what
has been marginalised and lib-
erates what has been enslaved.

will perform its functions un-
der the legislature, is ultra vires
of the Constitution.

Under Section 65 of the Con-
stitution, there shall be a Par-
liament for Bangladesh in
which shall be vested the leg-
islative powers of the Repubilic.
The Parliament can delegate to
any person authority to make
orders, rules, bye-laws etc. hav-
ing legislative effect. It may be
noted in this connection that,
‘delegation of authority’ does
not imply a parting with power
by the person who grants the
delegation, but rather to the
conferring of an authority to do
things which otherwise that

rson would have to do hi .

Eng. Huth V, Clarke 25 QBD .
391,395). "Delegate” is distin-
guished from “"Surrender”
which is delined as meaning the
rclinquish:ﬂ;;nthuf a ar;

roperty t there to er
ﬁ{}r-dustice V. Bur , 92 SW
2nd 726, 744 Ky 774).

The legislative powers and
also the sovereignty of the Re-
public have been seriously cur-
tailed due to clause Ga (13) of the
CHT accord, acco to which
no law regarding C maFn
Hill Tracts can be formulat
by the government without dis-
cussion with the Regional
Council and done as per advice
of the Council. Thus by virtue of
this clause the leﬁ:lnﬂvn pow-

blic, regarding
CHT have rather been surren-
dered to the Regional Council.

The writer is a retired Col-
lector of Customs.

rector and two staff members
and is responsible for the day-
to-day implementation and op-
eration of the programme es-
tablished by the commission.
The director conducted 34 pro-
fessionalism seminars since

July '96. In my view, active,
sincere and dedicated profes-
sionals are professionals

and they can be compared to a
blooming rose which is desired

by ma.n¥ in the society.
Similarly, teachers' profes-
sionalism is currently formed
by factory model bo L%\the
public and educators in S0
that the career path of teachers
become effective thus building

the ta‘gadty of teachers,
' Is there anybody in our soci-
ety to take up an initiative to
set up a committee at least to

advocate in favour of ethics and
professionalism for our organi-

sations?
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three na-
up cricket

Sir, The :nauing
tion Independence
which begins in Dhaka from

10th of January, '98, coincid-
ing. 10th of the holy month of
Ramadan, should have been
fixed after Eid in February, '98.
We don't know how tight the
schedule of the two foreign
teams, India and Pakistan, are
but fervent request should have
been made to hold the much
awaited tournament after Ra-
madan. Being one of the largest
Muslim countries, it is not sen-
sible on our part to hold a
cricket tournament in the holy
month of Ramadan. Let us not
cite on how it is in Sharjah or
even Pakistan. Ramadan is not
the time for fun or feast but
secking extra bl (Ibadaf)
and total devotion! Day long
cricket with necessary “drinks
and lunch rather ap oppo-
site to the strict conditions to
fasting (Roza). The wild ecstasy
in jubllation by usually large

] turn out of spectators may also
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disturb the large number of
devotees at the Baitul Mokar-
ram.

Apart from the -religious
poln:a bgf t?:}:j%ﬂ?ket just
won' en e fas :

The authorit cnncmd
should look into the matter and
if it's not too late shift the date

 after Eid. This is in spite of the
fact that I am a t lover of
the game but there can't be any
compromise with facts.

Khawja Vi Moinuddin

Legality of hartal
Sir, Many of us perhaps are
not aware about the recent his-
toric ruling by supreme court of
India upho e Kerala
Court Ju nt declaring "the

'Eﬂlﬁlﬁ b;nd enl‘:lr:'trii of a
an an party,
trade union nr}'a.g; other orgm{-
isation unconstitutional and il-
;legal". The reaction to the SC
~verdict has been mixed but it is

gmerally hailed by the public,
- e and industrial circles as

timely and momentous. No
doubt if implemented in letter
and spirit it should have a ma-
'Inr impact on not only the daily
ife of the people but also on
their economy as a whole.
Bandh or hartal as called in
our country used to be an ac-
ceptable form of protest be-
cause the national cost for suf-
feri for a day or two was
bearable. But the devastatin
economic and social effect tha
a hartal has on the life of a na-
tion or a city today due to its
misuse far ou s the social
benefit that comes out of this

. form of protest.” Normally vio-

lence is 1mPHcit in the call-
ing and enforcing of a ‘
The political groups and
trade unﬁmn with . selfish
interests would term a blanket
ban on hartal as a cruel slap on
democratic rights. But ¢ of
frequent hartals on flimsy
grounds in the name of demo-
cratic right is leading the coun-
try towards anarchy and de-
struction. There is a strong,

wing fi in the country
Fiow that it 18 thne for a1l pare

=

to sit together and evolve some
consensus on mutually accept-

able forms of orderly protest
without bringing untold misery
to the people. Otherwise, as a

natural outcome one measure
or the other is bound to come to
remove the curse of Hartals.

Md Ataul H
DOHS, M Dhaka.

Government for

whom?
Sir, We are concerned by

certain developments in the

country. For instance, in-
dustries in our country have
been sending out desperate
cries for help as they are faced
by unfair pressures from trad-

interests in the neighbour-
ing country. Recently an adver-
tisement was printed in the pa-

ml by the Packaging Indus-

8 Association of

appealing to the Prime Minister
Commerce Minister regard-

and
a pro exhibition
:ﬁjm ckaging Institufe in

Bangladesh. As the advertise-
ment inted out, the motive
behind the proposed exhibition
was very clear : to take away
business from the national
?rlnting and packaging indus-
ry even though many of our
industries cannot export their
products to India because of
numerous barriers.

Recently another develop-
ment also brings into question
the sagacity of our ment
and its leaders. As reported in
the press, when in the last 25
years the authority concerned
in Indi:h "has lgehued to issue a

e sheet of registration form
ﬁ ster our ulnﬂ@ good
prod-

quality pharmaceuti
ucts" B h authorities

-have allowed Indian p

harma-
ceutical com to
and market mudmdn Wthﬂr
low quality products in one go.

We all know that by now
Bangladesh has become virtu-
ally an open market for all
kinds of Indian products. In
addition, it is also known that

many foreign organisations are’

actively patronising Indian
business and professional in-
terests in our country ignoring
the consequences. For :
it is quite well known by now
how some United Nations units
are calling in business people
from India and giving them
work and how some multina-
tional companies are going out
of their way to help a few ad-
verti agencies which hire
Indian citizens. And this is be-
ing done even th the rules
do not permit ent of
foreign nationals in service
sectors.

v Mg 16 Hie Gaaicion
to
B‘?Eurmmumumwmhmu
also hhnglmbum&l:
em

the cumnlw Bangladesh.
Given the above facts we would
I'.ike“tn h;lwwhlt uurde:r?.-:
cratically elected governmen
doing to save the country from

H Islam & Z Ahmed
Dhaka.



