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Fazlur Rahman sat on
boards of three major
controlled com
So he had no

It's more than a bil-
lion taka. even by most conser-
vative estimates.

General Ershad placed him
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Shaukat Osman
The Daily Star Man of
the Year for 1997. Read
today's Star Weekend
Magazine for the
full story.

fro

Courts called Gram Adalats
are likely to start fi
from March this year for inex-

pensive and quick dispensation

Read tomorrow's special
issue of The Daily Star for
more comments of the
participants in the Conference

of justice at the grass-roots
of Young Professionals and || j.ye]  according to official
Entrepreneurs, held last || gsources

Sunday, 28 December "97.
Read what young people

have to say about how

Bangladesh can best prepare

standard and ess to
give time as ’hnnnrmg- adjudi-
cators’ on voluntary basis will

Persons having high moral
ingn

for the 21st Century. man these courts in all the
Don't miss the Special thanas across the country, the
£pase fa A draft bill titled 'Gram

Adalat Bill, 1998 has been fi-
nalised. A of the draft bill
was handed over to Abdul
Matin Khasru., Minister for
Law. Justice and Parliamentary

Biswa Ijtema
begins Feb 14

on the Sonali Bank board.
Then, under Khaleda Zia, he

went a s further, finding
himself on Janata and Ru-
pali boards of directors.

4 A master matpl ulator, Fa-
ur Rahman of Narayan
knows how to do it. Mkranrgatgij:
banker in the past 10-15 years.
They will tell you he is a gener-
ous gift-giver.

Several bank chief execu-
tives have confirmed that his
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By Toufique Imrose Khalidi

fts were indeed tempting.
ﬂanﬂ of them, and some gtheng
in the non-banking commu-
Llitjr, have said they refused
m.
onl Ther o LAy R,
- en as
chini Fazlu, o
He is indeed sweeter than
sugar. A well-known university
Elruﬁ:uur was so impressed by
m that he agreed to take him
to the managing director of a

Gram Adalats may
start functioning

m March

Star Report

Affairs yesterday.

Talking to The Dally Star
esterday the law minister
oped that with the installa-

tion of Gram Adalats, at least

70 per cent of the cases now

coming to higher courts, could

E disposed ol at grassroots lev-
S.

The draft was prepared by an
expert %mup comprising Justice
KM Sobhan, Advocate Ahmed
All and Dr Mizanur Rahman,
Professor of Law Faculty of
Dhaka University.

One of the members of the
expert group told The Daily Star
vesterday. "Before preparing the
draft bill a survey was carried
out at grass-roots level in 54

unions of the country on
ple’s perception of the village
court”.

Village courts were estab-
lished in 1976 through the Vil-
lage Court Ordinance. But the
courts became ineffective for
certain inherent flaws, the
source said.

“In drafting the Gram Adalat
Bill. measures have been taken
to remove those flaws which
turned the village courts into
platforms for exerting political
influence,” the expert said.

The Gram Adalat would be
empowered to order an accused
to pay compensation to an ag-
grieved person. not exceeding

See Page 12 Col 8

TONGI. Gazipur. Jan 1: A
three-day-long 32nd DBiswa
ljtema will begin here on Feb-

14, reports BSS.
ma’ﬁ'lt decision was announced
after a preparatory meeting of
the ljtema Committze with
Maulana Harmuzullah in the

chair.

Some 90 representatives
from Thailand, Malaysia, Bri-
tain., India, Pakistan and the

4JAE took -in the :

The 4tema; the second

Muslim tion af-
ter the holy Haijj. is being held

6th phase of

- KHAGRACHHARI, Jan 1: A
total of 941 tribal people re-
turned from Tripura state of

on the bank of the river Turag | 1,dia toda :
Y. marking resump

since 1966. tion of the sixth phase of repa-
3 triation of refugees to their
--Ing]_de Today !I]]?aTt? in Chittagong Hill

The sixth phase will con-
tinue for nine days. So far
about 25.000 refugees have re-
turned since 1994.

Samiran Dewan, Chairman
of Khagrachhari district coun-
cil, received the returnees at

Article

Woman as the
Measure of

repatriation

941 tribal refugees
back on first day

From Our Correspondent

P l' . L % 5
ﬂit Baran Chakma and Jagram

of bade the refugees goodbye,
according to UNB.

Of the returnees. 731 mem-
bers ol 135 families and 210
members of 50 families will be
rehabilitated in Ramgarh and
Manikchhari thanas respec-
tively.

¢ members of the refugee
families informed that they were
the inhabitants of Ra h and
Manikchhari thanas of the dis-
trict and crossed the border to
Tripura way back in 1986 due

3 Ramgarh. Kazi Golamur Rah- o massive violence.
Th.lllgﬂ man, Secretary of Special Af- Some 926 more refugees
Column: Do I Dare fairs Division, was present. belonging to 195 tribal families
By A Z M Obaidullah : On the other side, Tripura would return home tomorrow
Kl District Magistrate Lokranjan, through the same point. local
Tribal Refugee Aflairs Officers administration sources said.
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Focus Indian Lok Sabha

Power unto itself: IMF
needs reassessment

Page 5

NEW DELHI, Jan 1: India's
general election will be held
over four days in February and
March and the Election Com-
mission today declared its de-
termination to make the elec-
tions free and fair, report agen-
cies.

The autonomous commis-
sion, responsible for overseei
the ballot by 600 million peop
in the world's largest democ-

Sehri, Iftar timings

racg'. sald polls would be car-
ried out region by region on
February 16. 22 and 28 and
March 7.

Chief Election Commissioner
M S Gill told a news conference
all results would be known by
March 12 and a new parliament
would be installed by March 15.

Voting will be held in most
areas on February 16, followed
by polls in other regions on the

'Shahabuddin
personality of
choice for '97'

By Staff Correspondent

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed has been identified
an overwhelming inajority o

the peopie of Dh city as
sonality of choice for the year

1997, according lo an opinion
poll.

The poll results released yes-

terday reflected the views of

72.7 per cent of the respondents
about the President.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and Leader of the (Z,:a
sition in the Jatiya Sangsa -
gum Khaleda Zia were termed
“personality of choice for the
vear 1997 50.2 per cent and
31.8 per cent of the respondents
respectively.

The opinion poll conducted
by the Centre for Sustainable
Development, between Decem-
ber 25 and 27. covered 932
households.

three remaining days. Vote
counling is to n March 8,
“This is a rather important
election.” Gill said. "It is co
in the 50th year of our inde-
pendence, therefore, it must be
conducted in such a manner
that it does the whole country

Gill said he was determined
to ensure balloting. involvin
900.000 polling stations an

bank who had been refusing to
sec him for long.

The
ered to his embarrassment that
he had been befooled by a sweet-
talking defaulting borrower.

These days, banking and
business sources say, he enjoys
the blessings of at least one
mighty minister and a powerful
businessman close to the ruling
I)a.rty who would be ready to do

iim a favour.

o

Ramadan yesterday.

rofessor later discov-

@The Baily Star
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In fact, he is one of those
favoured few, never having
problems in finding their way
out. He cites his being part of
the prime ministerial entourage
on her trips abroad as a
testimony to his credibility and
importance as a businessman.
In 1996, he was with the

rime minister visiting the
nited States.

Startlnﬁ as a small-scale
importer, he has been able to

A Chinese restaurant at Dhanmondi in the city selling Dubai Hafi on the first day of

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF -
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA -
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN, SRR
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE P24
OF DIFFERENT TYPES. il T,

NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.
TEL : 805957, 807363 SHOW ROOM : 861985 _

12 PAGES PLUS MAGAZINE PRICE TAKA 9.00

Ever changing colour of a defaulting borrower

put himself at the helm of the
several-hundred-crore-taka
Rahman Group. -

Sitting in his plush Sena
Kalyan Building office, its walls
decorated with his photographs
with foreign dignitaries, a po-
lite and soft-spoken Fazlur
Rahman exudes confidence, cit-
ing so many of his achieve-
ments that give him the sense of
being important and right.

See Page 12 Col 1
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20 Injured

Two bldgs
collapse
in Ctg,
Sylhet

By Staff Correspondent

At least 55 people were in-
jured, 15 seriously when roofs
of two under-construction
buildings collapsed in Chit-
IEiijaﬂlgt:mg and Sylhet cities yester-

y.
Out Staff Correspondent re-
rted from Chittagong that at

east twenty-five construction

workers were injured when the
roofl of an under-construction
building of Aramit Cement Fac-

See Page 12 Col 2

Second incident
of robbery at
Dhanmondi
within 12 hrs

By Staff Correspondent

Dacoits took away Tk 7.43
lakh in cash and gold orna-
ments from a house at Green
Road under Dhanmondi thana
in the city Wednesday night,
police said yesterday.

This was the second incident
of robbery in Dhanmondi area
within a span of 12 hours. Ear-
lier, on Wednesday morning, a

gang of dacolts took away Tk
See Page 12 Col 6

Fate of F-28

Meetings on,
no headway

Saga of Radio-TV autonomy-III

Fat cash lures BTV's men

behind the show

"It has been alleged by differ-
ent quarters that officials of
Bangladesh Television have en-
paged themselves in business
and profit-making activities
without prior approval {romn
the povernment.” reads a BTV
circular issued barely [wo
months back.

The circular, coming [rom
the Director General . reminds
olficials of the state-run televi-
sion of the Government Em-
ployees Rules of Conduct, 1979,
which says. it is mandatory for
all government officials and
employees to take permission
before they get into such activ-
ity.

4 This is not for the first time

by ‘Reaz Ahmad* - -

that the BTV authorities have
come up with such a reminder.
There was a similar warning a
few months back. But it fell on
the deal ears of the officials, as
the recent one is likely to be.

e most active are the BTV
programime producers and
technicians. And it is common
knowledge that almost all of
them are busy making money
outside their place of work,

At least two producers, who
agreed to talk to The Daily Star
on condition of anonymity,
confirmed this.

For them. the so-called
puckaigc programmes are far
more lucrative because that's
where the money is. They know

il : "

the tricks of the trade better
than others, and they know
how to get away with it, what-
ever be the quality. So they just

go for it.
It's easy to befool their
bosses — and who knows

whether some of their superiors
aren't on with them, as some
sources alleged. They appear
with fictitious names and ad-
dresses, and pass safely through
the process.

Even the minister in-charge
is a helpless watcher. "I keep
calling the DG, asking him to
check whether the producers
are there when they are sup-
posed to be there,” says Abu

See Page 12 Col 2

| to send its

By Special Correspondent

Bangladesh Biman authori-
ties could not yet decide where
ounded F-28 air-
craft for D-check.

The Biman management
board which reviewed various
offers yesterday will meet again
today, Civil Aviation sources
said.

It is also to take a decision
on where to send the black box
and cockpit voice recorder of

See Page 12 Col 6
Clinton puts off
visit to India,
Pakistan

SOUTH CAROLINA. Jan 1:
President Bill Clinton will not
travel to India and Pakistan in
February as scheduled because
of political turmoil in both the
countries, White House officials
said on Wednesday, reports
Reuter.

The officials, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, said
Clinton still planned to go on a
South Asia tour that will in-
clude stops in India and Pak-
istan later this year, and also

k possibly Bangladesh.

polls begin Feb 16

4.5 million officials, was "peace-
ful and fair”, addmg: There
should be no violence.

The first day of polling will
involve 222 out of the 545 seals
in the lower house of parlia-
ment, with 186 at stake on the
second date, 132 on the third
and three on the last, two seats
are nominated by the Indian
president.

See Page 12 Col |

CHALLENGING CAREER
OPPORTUNITY IN

The Naily Star

Che Baily Star is looking for
young men and women
between 25 and 35 years of
age having graduated with
Honours and highly proficient
in English, for employment in
reporting & sub-editing.

Those interested in pursuing
a career in journalism, pos-
sessing good English writing
skill, willingness to work in a
challenging environment, can
mail their CV with a recent
photo to Box No. 3257,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka by
10 January 1998.
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Revellers fleeing police who broke street parties at Gulshan in the ear
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ly hours of the New

Year's Day. Eleven people were arrested for creating public nuisance. They were later
released, police said. Revellers said police used water cannons and batons to disperse them.

—Star phut.u

CHITTAGONG, Jan 1: Chit-
tagong Metropolitan Police has
begun a combing operation in
the city to round up the ac-
tivists of Shibir-bac 'Nasir
Bahinl' who allegedly killed
three BCL activists.

Armed assailants nned
down the Al-backed activists at
Chandgao last Friday. Police
raided some hideouts of Nasir

From Staff Correspondent

Bahinl and other terrorists but
could not arrest the main ac-
cused In the triple-murder case.
During the raid they could ar-
rest only four suspects,
Police sources said Nasir,
the ring leader, recently re-
turned from Dubai. This has
forced the police authorities to
launch a fresh hunt for this
millionaire 'terrorist’,

Hunt on, but Nasir has
hismen in Ctg police

Nasir had fled to Dubai
aboul five months ago in the
face of a massive C drive for
his arrest. He reportedly visited
Chittagong several times, Ear-
lier secretly went back.

The sources further in-
formed that Nasir returned to
the port city last week via India.
He reportedly brought with him

SeePnge_ 12 Col 1
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New Horizons

New Lifestyle

Today, your lifestyle demands
complete financial flexibility
and unmatched convenience.

And the NBL MasterCard offers you just that!
National Bank Ltd. is the f__irgg_and_ gnly

bank in Bangladesh to issue
credit cards both for local and international use.

MasterCard - SMART MONEY 1 ?

National Bank Limited

A Bank for performance with potential
Head Office : 18, Dilkusha C.A., Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh
Tel : 9563613, PABX 9563081-5, Fax : 880-2-9563268, E-mail : nblho@citechco.net




