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GRICULTURE is vital to
our national economy. It
ntributes about 32 per
cent of the GDP. The bulk of
our population is rural and over
two thirds of their employment
is accounted for by agricultural
activities alone. Thus improving
their welfare and that of the
nation at large means develop-
ing culture.

So far, agricultural growth
has remained rather erratic.
Cuunlﬁy's food-gap remained at
around 2.3 million tons for
many years now. Question
arises as to why the agricultural
sector failed to respond or
match the massive initiatives
geared at catalgﬂn% a sustained
growth for such a long time.

Causes of the past failure
may not be far to seek. Perhalps
the most overlooked reason for
the poor performance of agricul-
ture was the inappropriate
macroeconomic and sectoral
policies and lack of concomitant
institutional capacity for policy
planning, analysis, monitoring
and evaluation.

With rise in income, the na-
ture of food consumption is
usually affected along with its
associated substitution effect.
According to some recent
empirical studies carried out in
the country it is found that only
a third of the budget is spent on
rice. This is substantially differ-
ent from the old estimates. This
is consistent with expectation
that with the rise in income, the
demand for higher valued prod-
ucts such as dairy, edible oil,
pulses, fruits and vegetables
would rise. Consequently, the
price of rice has increased by
only 4 per cent per annum,
whereas, the price of commodi-
ties such as eggs. meat, fish,
pulses, edible oil, fruits and
other agricultural products
showed three times as much
increase.

Situation has changed now
and for balancing our nutri-
tional requirement and for agri-
cultural diversification — other
crops have started to received
attention in the recent years
under the aegis of agriculture
ministry. Research, develop-
ment and extension are now
reemphasized for other crops
such as tuber crops (including
potato), legume crops, spices
and vegetables and other horti-
cultural crops. Achievement in
wheat is already recognized.
Potato and vegetable are other
areas where we have made im-
portant strides in the recent
years. In the development con-
tinuum, we should view our
agriculture in a long term per-
spective. Thus the discussion is
directed at identifying potential
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Corrigendum to Tender Notice

No. 15/97-98

In the Tender Notice published under DFP No.
29022-22/12 in this paper on 28-12-97, the date of
receiving tender (in the 7th line of the text) was
inadvertently missing, which should be read as

crops, other than rice, and re-
lated policies for the long term
development of agriculture.

Whealt acreage has been es-
timated at 1.4m acres (some
17.7% of non-rice crop area)
and production is estimated at
1.6m tons. In terms of acreage
this may well mean that we
have reached a plateau in
acreage expansion and any fur-
ther expansion should come
from efforts directed at increas-
ing yield. Presently 85 per cent
of the wheat is of Kanchan vari-
Etg‘ Previously, it was Sonalika
which dominated the farmers’
fields. A catastrophe can be
wrought by planting a homoge-
neously single genotype due to
a disease or other virus epi-
demic such as the leaf rust.
There are varieties develo
and screened earlier such as
Aghrani, Probhati and Akbar.
Farmers are slow to adopt these
latter varieties mainly because
the new cultivars do not pos-
sess the qualities sought by the
farmers. New varieties are
needed in the pipeline which
would have the robustness and
other attributes that the farm-
ers/consumers seek.

In the recent years irrigation
is not growing as fast as it did
before. The share of surface wa-
ter irrigation has come down
from nearly 50 per cent of irri-
gated area to below 30 per cent.
DTW irrigation growth has nose
dived with the withdrawal of
subsidy. It is found that both
DTW sinking and operation is
uneconomical without subsidy.
It is also known that excessive
ground water extraction is
causing imbalance not only in
acquirer recharge but also
causing salinity and may be re-
lated to toxicity problems.

Status of soil has deterio-
rated alarmingly in the country.
The earlier trend towards mono-
culture has further com-

ounded the declining soil
ertility situation. One cereal
crop after another has created
an imbalance in the soil
nutrient replenishment cycle.
Diversity in crops were lost in
the process. It is alleged that
there is an imbalance in
chemical fertilizer application in
Bangladesh compared to West
Bengal in India, manifesting in
different soil/nutrient
abnormalities.

This imbalance in chemical
fertilizer application has also
rose from tﬂe unfavourable fer-
tilizer to paddy price ratio. This
ratio remained below one for
urea most of the time but was
over one for other fertilizer
types for at least the past six
years. Urea use at present trend
is expected to grow at current
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In the dﬂf:ﬂfaprfwfu continuum, we should view our agriculture in a long-term perspective ...
identifying potential crops, other than rice, and adopting related policies
Jor the long-term development of agriculture.

prices by 9.9 per cent annually.

Deterioration in soil health
is accentuated by acute fuel-
wood crisis in the rural areas,
leading the farmers to retrieve
as mush as they can of the crop
residue leaving little to go into
soil. Whereas the efliciency of
chemical fertilizer use is depen-
dent on bio-matter content of
the soil. No wonder that chemi-
cal fertilizer is also showing a
declining efliciency/productivity
in this degenerated soil — down
to 54 per cent of what it was in
1986, Making farmers aware of
the benefits of bio-fertilizer
should be important component
of future 5niﬁcrtilit}r manage-
ment programme.

Potato farmers are alleged to
be using more fertilizer than
recommended levels — almost
three times more urea and two
and a half times more phos-
phate and potash in their fields
over and above the recom-
mended doses in the country.
Incremental fertilizer applica-
tion is not yielding adcﬁtiunal
benefit to the farmers. If the
farmers were using the right
dose, the saving to the farmers
themselves would have been
significant. To the government
the savings in terms of subsidy
on this quantity of fertilizer
would be staggering.

Establishment of large num-
ber of cold-storage and main-
taining an:l supply of planting
materials has been important
catalyst for potato growth. It is
growing at a phenomenal rate
in the country with present
level — an all time high at 2.6m
tons. The TPS technology is be-
ing vigorously pushed, which is
expected to reduce potato pro-
duction cost.

Vegetables and fruits occupy
roughly 10 per cent of the non-
rice crop area or 5.6 lac acres
with estimated production at
2.3 million tons. Vegetable pro-
duction has been growing
steadily for some time. Most of
the growth in vegetable and
potato are attributed to acreage
increases. Dhaka city alone has
some 50 tons throughout arriv-
ing daily from city conurbation
and contiguous areas. In the
west, central and the north
west of Bangladesh due to non
suitability of growing HYV rice
on the relatively higher aus
lands farmers are growing ha-
nmana and other vegetables.

These growers are now impor-
tant players in the overall veg-
etable production, contributing
close to a third of total mar-
keted quantity in the country.

Vegetable {cing a labour-in-
tensive crop also merit attention
as it will create greater em-
ployment per acre than many
other crops and thereby has the
potential to raise farm income
and reduce poverty. We are al-
ready rting some 24 million
dollars worth, or roughly 30
thousand tons of vegetables
mainly to the Middle-Eastern
countries. There is great de-
mand for our fruits and vegeta-
bles as they are grown under
organic condition. Irrespective
of the projections made in the
FFYP, with little effort the ex-
port of vegetables can be in-
creased substantially.

Heavy pesticide and other
chemical use is reported for
vegetable production in the
country. The trace elements of
many of these atyatemlc
drugs/chemicals are found to
be harmful to human and ani-
mals. Meeting phyto-sanitary
(FAO Code) conditions will be
important for export purposes.
There are other bottlenecks
such as lack of marketing op-
Enrtunjties. absence of chill

ouses at collection and export
points, difficulty in transporta-
tion including difficulty with air
freighting and associated high
costs and no grading facilities.
No systematic study of the
same has been undertaken ei-
ther. We need to undertake re-
search in these areas, particu-
larly on marketing — which is
reported to be significantly con-
straining farm production.

Oil crops are important
component of our crop mix.
Rape seed and mustard are
grown most widely in the coun-
try. It is found that Tori-7 ac-
counts for 80 per cent of the
oilseed crop acreage the yield
being around 350-kg per acre.
The area under different oil
crops is around 13.7 lac acres.
A few improved varieties have
been released. Farm level adop-
tion is negligible as these culti-
vars did not help in gaining
edge in financial competitive-
ness. yield advantage or in
shortening crop duration. These
varieties are also usually non-
responsive to high doses of fer-
tilizer and irrigation. Naturally,

Gregorian Assoc
final tournament

held

The final of the Teachers
Memorial Gregorian Associa-
tion Tournament organised by
The Gregorian Association and

sponsored by Nitol Motors was
held recently at the St. Gregory's
High School, says a press
release.

Grn. Syed Murghub Mur-
shed, Secretary. Rural Devel-
opment and Co-operatives, was
the chief guest and distributed

rizes among the winners.
atch 92 became champion
while batch 93 was Runner-up.

anniversary
today

Opposition BNP's student
front Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) has drawn up an elabo-
rate programme to celebrate its
19th founding anniversary to-
day. reports UNB.

The programmes include
hoisting of national flag at the
party central office at 6 am and
placing of wreaths at the grave-

ard of late President Ziaur
hman at 9 am on the day.

On the occasion, a discussion
meeting will be held on Satur-
day at Diploma Engineers’
Institute at 10 am where BNP
Chairi:sersnn Begum Khaleda
Zia will attend as chief guest.

JCD president Shaheed Ud-
din Chowdhury Anie and gen-
eral secretary Habib-un-Nabi
Sohel asked the JCD leaders
and workers throughout the
country to observe the dav in a
befitting manner.

Govt portion of
salary cheques

for pvt schools
sent to banks

The government portion of
salary cheques for the teachers
and employees of non-govern-
ment educational institutions
for the month of last November
have been handed over to the
four national banks, reports
UNB.

The cheques for the teachers
and employees of the non-gov-
ernment schools, colleges,
madrasas, SSC vocational and
HSC business administration
institutions were sent to the
head offices of Janata, ani,
Rupali and Sonali banks on
Monday.

The heads of the respective
educational institutions have
been requested to collect the
money from the branches of the
concerned bank by January 21
next, according to an official
handout.

It also said the teachers-em-
ployees who failed to collect
their money during the period
June-October, 1997, will also be
able to collect the money within
the period.
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they failed to be incorporated
into the rice-dominated crop-
plng system.
oconut can play a pivotal
role in meeting substantial
portion of our domestic edible
oil requirement saving millions
in forex. Due to pest, disease
and poor husbandry a great
uantity of coconut is wasted in
the country. It is a big industry
in Sri Lanka, south India and in
many Caribbean countries, Co-
conut has multiple uses. Not
only oil from copra can be ob-
tained for edible purposes, ad-
ditionally, the copra-meal can
bridge the tremendous shortage
that we have for cattle feed,

There are other industries
that can be based on coconut
fibre such as the coir, mat and
carpet industry. Philippines and
other countries are exportin
bottled fresh coconut water an
other coconut products world-
wide and it can be an element
in our effort to diversify our ex-
port-base as well. We need a re-
thinking and redirection of our
attention with regard to oilseeds
research policy. planning and
manning actual research.

Pulse production is on the
decline in the country. It covers
some 20 per cent of non-rice
crop acreage and grown mostly
on the marginal lands totalling
17 lac acres. Being a low input
crop also means productivity is
low at 320-kg per acre. Pulse
import, mainly from India, has
been growing steadily as our
production is failing despite in-
creases in the nominal prices.
Pulse being leguminous crop.
through its rhyzospheral activi-
ties at the root modulation can
help reduced use of nitrogenous
fertilizer and in restoring soil
health. Being a short duration
crop its cultivation during fal-
low periods as inter crop, relay
and intermediate crop holds
greal prospect. Some prospec-
tive new varieties have been re-
leased but their spread on the
farmers field has been low. The
present research and develop-
ment efforts are rather direc-
tionless and stymied.

Maize is considered to be a
potentially most prospective
crop which due to distressful
condition of fuel. fodder and
feed supply in rural Bangladesh
can be a manna from the
heaven. Having a large bio-
mass it can be important com-
ponent in meeting the feed, fuel

and fodder needs. We need to
undertake socio-economic re-
search on maize particularly on
its multiple uses and other
post-production and marketing
constraints. The government's
diversification rogramme
should emphasize the latter.
During 1994/95, the coun-
try im?urted some ten thousand
tons of different spices spending
12 million US dollars.
Bangladesh has great scope for
the development of spices and
condiments in the country. The
recent focus in this area by es-
tablishment of a spice research
center is laudable. From the
very beginning proper scientific
manpower placement for re-
search and development is im-
ortant otherwise we shall have
uildings but no development.

Sugarcane acreage, produc-
tion and yield are showing neg-
ative growth. The yield has de-
clined to 24.5 tons per acre
with sugar recovery rate incred-
ibly low. An acre of sugarcane
would make about half a ton of
processed sugar. Whereas our
recorded sugar import into the
country has been 70 tons val-
ued at US dollar 147 million.
These all are important causes
of our current account imbal-
ance.

Nearly 9.6 lac metric tons of
jute on 1.2 million acres of land
is produced in the country. De-
pending on aus to jute price ra-
tio the acreage of jute varies be-
tween 1 and 1.5 million acres.
Due to acute marketing prob-
lemm and associated price stabi-
lization problem, the jute
growers face acute hardship.
Demand for jute is basically a
derived demand. As a result,
the performance of the jute pro-
cessing sector both at home
and abroad determine its de-
mand and price, Diversifying its
use in the face of competition
from its natural and synthetic
substitutes are important com-
ponents for its survival as a vi-
able cash crop. Interestingly,
acute fuel wood crisis in the ru-
ral areas has indirectly created
demand for jute-stick for fuel
and fencing purposes.

Tea being a plantation crop
has been under more organized
commercial management. But
unfortunately the plants are old
and their productivity has gone
down. But due to international
demand and price escalation it
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sul Azam,

President of the Association,Bro Robi, Headmaster of St Gregory's High School and Asif
Masud, Director, Nitol Motors Group seen in the picture.

Poet Jasimuddin's birth anniversary: the
95th birth anniversary of poet Jasimuddin will be observed
today. To mark the occasion, children's recitation wil' Le held.
Venue: Kendriya Kanchi Kancha auditorium. Time : 9.30 am,

Biggan Chetona Parishad: the second founding

anniversary of the Parishad will be held. Venue: 51 Aziz Market

(3rd floor). Time 9.30 am.

Rotary Club of Dhanmondi: The 550th regular

weekly meetin
today. Venue:

pm.

haka Club

of the Rul'.alav Club of Dhanmondi will be
pstair Family Lounge. Time : 5:30

eld

Rotary Club of Jahangirnagar Dhaka: the

regular weekly meeting and boar
Jahangimagar Dhaka will be held. Venue:

Road, Dhaka. Time: 4:15 pm.
Iftar
will be held. Venue: Khan
in the city.

" L
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meeting of Rotary Club of
126/1 Elephant

Zikir Mah{il.‘ The Iftar and monthly Zikir Mahfil
aye Toyajia, 27, Siddheshwari Road
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Weather to remain

Weather is likely to remain mainly

dry with temporary

partly cloudy sky over the country in the next 12 hours till 6 pm

today, reports UNB.
Met

Office says slight fall in night temperature is expected

across the country.

Weathermen predicted little change in the subsequent two
days, but expect appreciable fall in night temperature after the

next five days.

Cuunu?"s highest tem
degree Celsius at Cox's
Srimangal.

rature
azar an

sterday was recorded 29.3
the lowest 12.2 degrees at

Sun sets today at 5:23 pm and rises tomorrow at 6:42 am.
Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity

recorded in some major cities and towns jrﬂten:laﬂ were:
City/Town Temgeraturc in umidity in
elsius Percentage
Max Min Mnrnltﬁ E\rcnir;g
Dhaka 26.2 17.0
Chittagong 24.0 13.6 69 63
Rajshahi 24.5 15.9 88 s )
Khulna 26.6 14.6 88 80
Barisal 26.8 13.6 a0 95
Sylhet 26.2 13.5 85 76
Cox's Bazar 29.3 13.8 70 . 70 .

Obituary

Syeda Rahima Khanam,
mofher of Pir Habibur Rahman,
organising secretary of Dhaka
Reporters Unity, died at 11:20
pm on Tuesday at her Sunam-
ganj residence. She was 70, says
a press release.

Her namaj-e-janaza was
held at Court Mosque in
Sunamganj after Asr prayers
yesterday and was buried at

Maizbari family graveyard.
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is still an important activity and
export commodity, earning USD
32 million. It is important that
our emphasis on this plantation
crop be focused to make it more
productive so that it remains
competitive, :

Post-harvest and marketin
constraints have to be ad-
dressed as much as the pro-
duction constraints in a suc-
cessful planning for the overall
development of agriculture. In-
sufficient or dated market in-
formation, underdeveloped
marketing skills coupled with
the poor quality of market in-
[rastructure are impediments to
sustained higher production.
For smooth reticulation of agri-
cultural produce, marketing
impediments have to be re-
moved. These include provision
of timely market information,
greater market integration, in-
creased marketing efficiency
and provision of improved stor-
age facilities. Post-harvest
losses are very significant in
Bangladesh (around 25% ).
Agro-food processing industries
should be promoted for arrest-
ing such wastage. This would
dampen the large price swings
we are so accustomed to as
processed quantities would be
available throughout the year.
These industries could then add
greater value to the bulkier
products once processed
thereby luwering er unit mar-
keting cost. A cEtinna] rural
jobs would be created through
establishment of such indus-
iries.

Productivity, that is, yield
per acre of land in Bangladesh,
is lower compared to other
south Asjian countries. Most of
our research endeavour has
been to improve productivity on
the farmers' fields. But unfor-
tunately, when these technolo-
gies are transferred to the farm-
ers, they did not perform well.
The difference between research
station output and production
on farmers field range from 50
F—er cent to 75 per cent. This dif-
erential has come to be known
as yield gap. Finding the reason
(analyze and make recommen-
dations) for such yield ga
should be important researc
priority. Though we may not be
able to eliminate the gap, as
some of them are inherent or
non-transferable
(environmental in character), by
identifying these socio-eco-
nomic and technical (like
knowledge difference) elements
and acting on them we could
reduce such yield differentials.
This would not only increase
aggregate supply but also make
enterprises more economical
and viable leading to more effi-

Fixing Agricultural Research Priorities

by Dr Mushtaq Ahmed

cient utilization of scarce re-
sources,

There is serious shortage of
quality seed in the country. For
augmenting yield and for nar-
rowing the yield gap, supply of
quality /certified seed is impor-
tant. Research. seed multiplica-
tion and distribution are impor-
tant in this regard. Introduction
of national seed policy and
creation of the seed wing at the
ministry of agriculture are steps
in the right direction for devel-
?_Elng domestic seed industry.

e objective should be to make
seed production and marketing
more vibrant rather than create
new strata of agencies, which
impede rather than facilitate
growth.

Agricultural R&D/E system
is seriously flawed. This situa-
tion is further complicated by
lack of research leadership at
the research institutes. There
are layers of institutions which
are lackadaisical with their pro-
fessional resource poorly man-
aged and irrationally dis-
tributed. Some of these may be
deliberate,

Agriculture is multifaceted
so there are many other impor-
tant areas which need to be
addressed by the research sys-
tem and for long-term agricul-
tural policy development.
Mechanization is one such ele-
ment. The short turn around
time and peak season labour
bottleneck has now necessi-
tated that we go for selective
mechanization. This will be not
only for meeting draft power
shortage but for other activities
such as threshing. To have a
land policy is important as right
before our eyes the productive
lands are being fuzzled-up for
industries, brick-fields and
other purposes like homestead.
The competition for land use
during the rabi season becomes
acute.

What crops actually give us
the greatest benefit not only in
terms of saving scarce foreign
exchange but also in terms of
employment and domestic in-
come effect should be important
in our policy consideration. As
such our land policy should
take into account all these fac-
tors for optimum crop mix. Ad-
ditionally, to maintain produc-
tivity and high production lev-
els, farmers' incentive has to be
maintained. Without assuring a
profitable return to the farmers,
sustaining the development im-
petus is not possible.

The writer is Chief Scientific
Officer and Head, Agricultural
Economics Division, Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Institute

Fashion Gallery: inauguration Jan 4
By Staff Cﬂrrespnndenf -

The scheduled inauguration
of a ‘Fashion Gallery' in the city
would now be held on January 4
instead of today, says a press re-
ease.

_ Organizers — Kay Kraft, An-
Jan's and OG — said that musi-
cal band warfaze would for-

mally open the galle i 3
on January 4. SRS Spm

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

A foreign aided development project is looking for a SR. ASST
MAINTENANCE SPECIALIST to be based in Dhaka.

Dugies include lo provide assistance in implementation of a
nationwide infrastructure maintenance programme with an annual
budget of about 100 crore Taka in the areas of feasibility of proposed
schemes, checking plans and estimates, monitoring quality, physical
and financial progress and compile monthly reports.

The specialist is further expected to develop system and procedure
for data collection from the field and compile and update the PC
based database containing the inventory related to the physical

infrastructure.

and database programmes

The candidate is required to have minimum a3 B SC in Civil
Engineenng from a recognized university and minimum 4 years
experience from implementation and planning of rural infrastructure
maintenance work The candidate is further required to have a good
knowledge of English and PC-based word processing, spread sheets

Qnly candidtes complying with above minimum requirements will be
shorthsted and called for an interview

| of this advertisement

Software Professionals / Opportunities in U.SA

Client is a worldwide provider of information technology services for legacy, client/server and internet
applications, development & maintenance, reengineering services, Year 2000 conversions and

packaged implementations.

Seeking highly motivated Programmer/Analysts and Software Engineers. Qualified applicants should
have demonstrated technical proficiency in one or more of the following environments:
IBM Mainframe, AS/400,HP3000, Unisys A-Series, UNIX Internals. Languages: COBOL, ASSEMBLER,
RPG/400, ALGOL, C/C++, VB,PB,Uniface. Applications: SAP, PeopleSoft (HRMS, Financials,
Manufacturing) and Oracle (Developer 2000, Financials,Manufacturing, HR).

Knowledge of RDBMS a must.

We offer competitive salaries in the US and a comprehensive benefit package including
h spouse) and immigration.

Send resume in your oun bandwriting to:

BanAm Trade Limited
House # 15, 2nd Floor
Road # 8, Sector 3
Uttara, Dhaka 1230

BanAm Trade Limited

SYSTEMS RESOURCE PARTNERS

Interested candidates may send their application including a delailed
| CV logether with a resent passport sized photograph to The
Adverliser, GPO 4185 Dhaka 1000 latest 10 days from appearance

FEMALE CANDIDATES ARE ENCOURAGED TO APPLY




