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Shaukat Osman
The Daily Star Man of
the Year for 1997. Read
the Star Weekend
Magazine for the full
story.,

First day of
Ramadan
today

By Staff Correspondent

The holy month of Ramadan
begins today as the moon of the
Arabic month was sighted in
Bangladesh yesterday evening.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in separate
messages have congratulated
the coun en on the occasion
of the holy month and urged all
to maintain the sanctity of Ra-
madan.

The President said this holy
month brings ample scope to
practice self-restraint andp;elf—
purification every year.

He said Ramadan’'s teachings
of fellow-feeling are unique for
the wellare of the people in this
world and hereafter and for es-
tablishing peace in the society.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said the main teachings
of this month are self-restraint
and sacrifice

She called upon the people
irrespective of party affiliation
and opinion to come forward to
establish peace in the country
shunning all differences.

She hoped the countrymen

- “See Page 12 Col )

BCS (Police) Assoc
submits memo to

Home Minister

BCS Police Service Associa-
tion yesterday submitted a
memorandum to Home Minister
Major (retd] Rafiqul Islam
Fmtestlng a government circu-
ar which has created "discon-
tent” in the police adminisira-
tion, reports UNB.

The memorandum said the
government decision to upgrade
some BCS (Admn) cadre posts
keeping the similar police cadre

sts in their previous status is
an injustice.”

Association representatives
who called on the Home Minis-
ter to subimnit the memorandum
included Additional IGs Burhan

See Page 12 Col 8
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oath, 2 promoted

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday expanded her
Council of Ministers inducting
six new faces in it.

She also promoted two
members of the Council, axed
portfolio of one And changed
another’s,

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed administered the oath
of office to the new ministers at
a simple ceremony at the Dar-
bar Hall of the Bangabhaban at
6.45 pm. The Prime Minister
and her Cabinet colleagues were
present on the occasion.

The new faces in the council
of ministers and their portfo-
lios are : Engineer Mosharraf
Hossain, Minister for Civil
Aviation and Tourism; Mofaz-

By Staff Correspondent

zal Hossain Choudhury Maya,
Minister of State for Local Gov-

ernment, Rural Developinent
and Cooperatives: Prof. ul
Islam, Minister of State for En-

ergdy. Power and Mineral Re-
sources; AKM Jahangir Hos-
sain, Minister of State for Tex-
tiles and Saber Hossain Choud-
hury, Deputy Minister for
Shipping.
alparanjan Chakma has
been appointed a cabinet minis-
ter but is yet to be any portfolio.
Minister of State lor Labour
and Manpower M A Mannan
has been made a cabinet minis-
ter with the same portfolio
while Deputy Minister Prof,
Zinnatunnessa Talukdar has
been made state minister with

her previous portfolio — Pri-
magy and Mass Education.

tate Minister Dr Mohind-
din Khan Alamgir has been
strglpgf-d of his Civil Aviation
and Tourism portfolio. He con-
tinues to hold charge of the
Ministry of Planning.

In another change, Dhiren-
dra Devnath Shambhu. who
was at Deputy Minister for
Shipping, has been made
Deputy Minister for Food.

Saber Hossain Choudhury,
born on September 10, 1961, is
the youngest member of the
Council of Ministers.

This the second time,
Sheikh Hasina has expanded
her Council of Ministers since
it was formed in June, 1996
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Implementation

rate goes dq_wn further

One-third of ADP projects
likely to miss target

Implementation of the gov-
ernment’'s Annual Development
Programme (ADP) faltered in
the first quarter of fiscal 1997-
98.

During July-September this
fiscal year nnﬂr 11 per cent of
the P allocation was spent,
down from 13 per cent during
the corresponding period last
year. In terms of taka. the
amount was Tk 1382 crore.

Moreover. 32 per cent of the
projects scheduled to be com-
pleted this fiscal year are likely
to miss their target, spilling
over to the next year.

The government had re-
leased 1142 crore in local
currency which is 15 per cent of
the local currency component
of the ADP. But only Tk 748
crore or 10 per cent was used by
the implementing agencies,
down from 13 per cent last year,
leaving Tk 394 crore unuul{sad.

In project aid, Tk 634 crore

By Inam Ahmed

was spent, which is 12 per cent
of the component as against 13
per cent last year.

According to Plannin
Commission, disbursement o
money was the lowest this time
in the last three years. In 1996-
97, 19 per cent of the ADP out-
lay was disbursed in the first
3léart:r and 21 per cent in 1995-

The ADP outlay for this fis-
cal year is Tk 12800 crore, of
which Tk 7483 crore is in local
currency and Tk 5317 crore in
project aid.

According to statistics, five
ministries, wings and divisions
failed to use any of the allocated
money in the first quarter of
this fiscal year. Twenty three
ministries, divisions and wings
spent five per cent or less of

eir allocation, 303?1:11[ eight
per cent or less and 35 spent ﬁ-ss
than 11 per cent of their alloea-
tion.,

Those who spent less than
eight per cent of their alloca-
tion are: Rural Development
and Cooperative Division [three
Ef:lr cent), Primary and Mass

ucation Directorate (five per
cent). Post and Telecommunica-
tions Ministry (one per cent),
Fisheries and Livestock sub-
sector (five per cent), Livestock
and Industry ministries [five
[:n:r cent), Information Ministry
two per cent}, Defence Ministry
(zero). Ministry of Religious
Affairs (six per cent), Ministry
of Science and Technology (two
per cent). Cultural Affairs Min-
istry (four per cent), Establish-
ment Ministry (five per cent).
MinisL?' of Housing and Public
Works (one per cent) and Prime
Minister's office (five per cent).

The Planning Commission
had identified 16 ministries
and divisions as most impor-
tant bodies regarding utilisa-

See paye 2
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Asma, Najma and Nilufar
Hospital yesterday.
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Ghastly acid attack on 5

Four young women suffered
acid burns when a young man
threw acid on his wife at a slum
at Tejgaon in the city yesterday.

The victims were Asma
Khatun, 20, Nazma, 25. Lilly,
22, and Nilufar, 18. They suf-
fered bums as the three tried to
save Asma from the wrath of
her husband at the Babli jheel
slum in Tejgaon industrial area
in the early hours of yesterday.
The three shared a room with
Asma in the slum.

In another incident at Pagla,
Narayanganj, a housewife,
Rahima Bibi suffered acid

By Staff Correspondent

bums when her husband threw

acid on her late Tuesday night,
our correspondent reported,

All the five injured women
were taken to the Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital (DMCH).

Asma suffered burn injuries
in her hands and Nazma, Lily
and Nilufar on faces. Lily was
released yesterday afternoon
after treatment.

The condition of Rahima
B;}::«l. 45, was stated to be criti-
cal.

"My husband started quar-
reling with me as soon as he
came to the house at about mid-

night. At one stage he started
beating me without any rea-
son,” police quoted Asma as
saying.

At one stage, Asma and her
roommates forced her husband,
Shahidul, 25, a day labourer. to

clf. out of the room. Shahidul
elt.

"All of a sudden, he brought a
bottle and threw a water-like
substance on me,” said Asma.
The three others were also in-
jured while trying to save
Asma. Shahidul fled the scene
immediately.

See Page 12 Col 7

Judicial capacity building project

Needs assessment report
to be submitted soon

The needs assessment report
of judicial capacity building
roject, to be funded by the
orld Bank, is likely to be
submitted to the government
within a couple of days, sources
in the Ministry of Law, Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs
said.

The project is worth about
Tk 200 crore. The follow up pro-
ject on the basis of the needs as-
sessment report is scheduled to
E completed by the middle of

is :

"Soon after the report is
submitted to the government
and the WB, a copy of it will be
forwarded to the ‘s head-

By Staff Correspondent

quarters,” a ministry source

said.

This is the bank's largest
project in Asia, getting top pri-
ority on the current agenda,

a WB source.

A five-member panel of ad-

visors with chief of the former
caretaker government Justice
Habibur Rahman as its head
was a]:ﬂ)olnted by the WB for
evaluating the needs assess-
ment rt. :
The lour other members of
the panel are Barrister Rafiqul
Huq, Justice Badrul Haider
Chowdhury, Justice Kemalud-
din Hossain and Barrister
Amir-Ul-Islam.

The assessment report will
contain a diagnostic study of
Bangladesh's legal and regula-
tory framework, court adminis-
tration system, current status
of case backlogs in courts, ini-
tial training system for judges
and subsequent training pro-
grammes for them.

It will also determine the
needs for introducing Monitor-
1n§ Information System for the
Jjudiciary.

The report will also contain
a set of recommendations for
improvement of the existing
laws and infrastructure where
needed,

Welcome 1998. A happy New
Year begins today. Today is the
first day of year 1998 in  Grego-
rian calendar.

This time, the New Year day
in Bangladesh coincides with
the beginning of Holy Ramadan,
a month of fasting for Muslims.

As the clock clicked! zero hours
last night. people in the country
as elsewhere in the world joined
New Year celebrations express-
ing_ﬁrt:ettngs to one another.

1€ year that passed off will
be remembered for various sig-
nificant events in national life.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina expanded her Council of
Ministers on the eve of the New
Year, inducting six new minis-
ters and promoting two state
ministers, to revainp her ad-
ministration .

The reshuffle did not come
ds a surprise.

It reflected her efforts to
streamline her government to

Che Datly Star
wishes Its valued readers,
well-wishers, patrons and

Qdvertisers g

Happy New Year

face the challenges in the New
Year.

She faces an uphill battle to
Keep the drifting economy on
course and reach an accord with
the main opposition party
which is planning to mount
pressure on her administration
i 1998,

These are among some of the
dauntng challenges looming in
the New Yeuar against the back-
drop of mixed fortunes in 1997,
[t had been capped by an agree-
ment. signed earlier this

mornth. ending a long-running
insurdgerncy in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts

Bouncing back to power after
2l-year through a general elec-
Hon in June

last vear, she

[.C chairman

resigns
By Staff Correspondent

Dr FK M A Munim. Chair-
man of the Law Commission.
has resigned.

His resignation was effective
from Wednesday., official

- sources said yesterday.

Muniin, a former chief jus-
tice. submitted his resignation
to the President. A copy of the
resignation letter was sent to
the Ministry of Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs, the
sources added.

Justice Aminur Rabman
Khan, now a member of the Law
Commission is likely to be ap-
pointed acting chairman of the
Commission. The law ministry
IS preparing papers to be sent to
the Prime Minister's secretarial
for his appointinent, the
sources said.

See Pape 12 Col

Repatriation of
tribal refugees
resumes today

KHAGEACHHARI, Dec 31:
Repatriation of the remaining
35,000 tribal refugees from the
Indian state of Tripura begins
tomorrow, the first day of the

| new year, reports UNDB.

Refugee Affairs Task Force
Committee chairman
Kalparanjan Chakma, MP,
Chittagong Divisional Com-
missioner Sakhawat Hossain
Khan and lecal DC AKM Zafrul
Hossain will receive the re-
turmees at the border at 9 am.

lLocal
sources said some 941 members
of 185 tribal families would re-
turn home from Kathalchhari
camp in Tripura through the
Dakganglaghat frontier point
in Ramgarh thana on the first
day of the 6th phase of repatri-
ation process.

39 died 1n
custody

last year

By Staff Correspondent

Thirty-nine people died in
police and jail custody in the
country during the last year, ac-
cording to a survey conducted
by Odhikar. a human rights or-
ganisation.

Odhikar's survey is based on
reports published in different
national dallies during the pe-
riod between January 1 and De-
cember 31, 1997, says a press re-
lease.

According to the survey, 66
women were tortured and killed
as they failed to bring dowry
while repression of maid led to
nine deaths last year.

Besides, 733 rape incidents
and 110 acid-throwing inci-
dents occurred in 1997, And
some 84 others fell to 'Fat-
wa' (religious edict).
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'6 new ministers take (Wzzm=—r

administration |

Star Report

crowned her administration
with an agreement in Decem-
ber, 1996 on Ganges water-shar-
ing with India. The accord for
S0 years ended decades-old ac-
rimonious relations with India,

She also initiated moves for
developing closer economic ties
with neighbouring countries,
succeeding in signing an agree-
ment with India, Sri Lanka,
Myanmar and Thailand for
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cconomic cooperation.

But in the home front, she
has been grappling with the
main opposition, the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
[BNP). which lost power in the
last election.

The BNP legislators are stay-
ing out of Jatiya Sangsad since
August 30 this year.

The year was also marked by

See page 2

AL invites
BNP for

dialogue

By Staff Correspondent

In a fresh bid to bring the
BNP back to the Jatiya
Sangsad, the ruling Awami
league has invited the main op-
positlon parly for a dialogue.

Telecommunications Minis-
ter Mohammad Nasiin told The
Daily Star last night that he
was eaicr]y awaiting a response
from the BNP to the Awami

League's fresh offer for a dia-
logue he communicated on
Monday night
i ‘I telephoned BNF Secretary
- %1 | General Abdul Mannan
: jﬂhui}ran inviting his party to
return to the House EanFsit for a
dialogue with a view to resolv-
ing the political crisis,” said
Nasim. who is also AL's Organ-
ising Secretary. Mannan
{ Bhuiyan assured him of calling
back after discussing the matter
in the party, "but I'm yet to re-
cetve any response,’ Nasim
added.
The ruling party's offer for a

See Page 12 Col 5

Lloyds team
SUrveys
damages
to F-28

By Special Correspondent

The survevors of Bangladesh
Biman's F-28 aircraft yesterday
held a meeting with officials of
Sadharan Bima Corporation to
sort out details of the six-mil-
lion-dollar insurance claim for
the damaged plane.

The aircraft had crash-
landed on a mud flat, eight km
gff Sylhet airport, on December

2.

Biman sources said two sur-
veyors representing the Lloyds
of London had surveyed the

damages to the F-28 at Metkar
I Haor. They inierviewed the
crew and some passengers and
other perscns conceined. They
have already seni their prelim-
nary report to London.

T'ne sources rlaimed quoting

. el | Sadharan Biuma oflicials that
i : @l | insurance payiments for the F-

g | 78 were up to date.

They expect proper settle-
meni of the clainms as soon as
See Page-12 Col 4
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Let thousand flowers blossom. Let this smile last long
— Star Phote by AKM Mohsin
|

Happy New Year to our valued Clients & Weﬂ-ers |
A Decade of Success

BASHUNDHARA

(A Well Planned Residential Area)
Your Dreamed Address

To celebrate the decade of success Bashundhara offers you the last lucrative
chance to realise your dream. With sincerity, high standard of service and
professionalism, Bashundhara has successfully completed a decade.

| Bashundhara offers heartiest felicitation to the valued customers on
this auspicious moment of successful completion of the decade.

Now BASHUNDHARA offers you a golden opportunity to

e
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purchase attractive plots at half price.

This golden opportunity to buy Bashundhara
Plot in such an attractive price is for only one
month on 'First come First served in
booking' basis for limited number of Plots

08 FEBRUARY 1998 to 08 MARCH 1998

WHY INVESTMENT IN BASHUNDHARA
IS THE BEST INVESTMENT ?

Bashundhara is the largest planned
residenuial project of the country.
Bashundhara has made progress as per its |

Its the time to decide

) Population in Dhaka city is increasing at
a very fast rate and as a result dwelling
places are constantly shrinking.

O Prices of attractive abodes are increasing
day by day.

() 'In near future, a time might come when
you may have enough money in hand, but
not a suitable plot in good environment
for building your own house. .

So, take your decision now.

BASHUNDHARA : A Profitable Investment

Bashundhara is committed to take care of your
hard earned money. Prices of attractive abodes in
the city are increasing day by day. So, if you now
invest your money tn purchasing a plot of land in
Bashundhara it would be the best investment of
your life. Because price of Bashundhara plot will
continuously appreciate. For instance : in 1988
price of Bashundhara plot was Tk. 1.25 lac per
Katha. In 1997, the value of that land has increased
to around Tk. 8.00 lac per katha registering an
appreciation of 540%

Bashundhara is ideally located in the heart of the
city within the vicinity of posh diplomatic zone of
Baridhara. If you take an immediate decision you
| can have the best plot in an unequalled pnce

’

|
|
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B
plan. Except expanded portion of E, F and G
Blocks, 100% plots of other Blocks of
Bashundhara have been sold. Of these, 85%
have been handed over to the buyers and the
rest are under process.
Bashundhara is approved by RAJUK,
Bashundhara ensures absolutely undisputed
land.
Bashundhara's surroundings abound with
quiet beauty of npature in a pollution-free
atmosphere.
Bashundhara provides all facilities of the
civic life, such as; water, gas, electricity, |
telephone, road (25 feet to 100 feet wide),
school, college, mosque, community centre, |
children’s park, police out post, shopping |
complex & market elc. |
Bashundhara has received RAJUK's
approval for construction of buildings upto 8
{e1ght) storey in the project. ;|
|
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Bashundhara ensures security of normal
civic life.

INSTITUTIONAL FACILITIES UNDER | §l
PROGRESS IN BASHUNDHARA PROJECT [
|

|

advantage. 0

il AVAIL THE OPPORTUNITY BY MAKING
FULL PAYMENT AT A TIME. |
L ROLDEN OPFFORTUNITY --————TO_BUY O Modern hospital and school with foreign
Buy Now ....... Be a good gainer. assistance.

3 Branch of Vikarunnessa School and College,
one of the renowned educational institution of
the country.

O Pioneer Dental College and Hospital.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT BASHUNDHARA
Any one who visits BASHUNDHARA, has
a rfght to expect the best, both in terms of
locational facilities and price. And
Bashundhara ensures it.

BASHUNDHARA IS THE LEADING REAL ESTATE
PROJECT IN NAME, FAME, REPUTATION,

==

) The Prices of currently saleable plots of
Bashundhara in expanded Blocks of E, F and
G are less than half of the prices of the plots in
other Blocks.

Registration and handing over of the deeds are
accomplished within six months from the date
of full payment of plot.

|

|

| After proper development of the land suitable
for undertaking construction works, the plots

| are handed over to the buyer within 18 months

| from the date of purchase.

SINCERITY & TRUSTWORTHINESS. |
(An enterprise of Bashundhara Group }

Sena Kalyan Bhaban (14th Floor), 195, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000.

| Phone : 9569794, 9569795 & 9569793 Site Office : 601740 |

U Fax : 88-02-9569172 & 9556459 |

East West Property Development (Pvt) Istd.




