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Blgllffl_y Will Sonia Gandhi finally be

the saviour of Congress?

NEW DELHI. Dec 30: India's

mnmlng national elections

seem just like old times.
After a break of a few years, a
Gandhi will again be in the
limelight, reports AFP.

Sonia Gandhi's decision to

campaign for the 112-year-old
Congress (I) — the of her
assassinated hus
his mother Indira and her fa-
ther Jawaharlal Nehru — is
seen by some observers here as

a key piece in the electoral jig-
saw

No one, however, is predict-
ing what effect the Gandh
name — as powerful a label in
India as that of the s in
the US — will have on the out-
<come as the and
the resurgent Hindu national-
ists vie for power.

Nobody, in truth, knows
much about the Sphinx-like
Sonia herself.

For some, she is a key back-
room powerbroker. For others,
an apolitical 51-year-old
widow, in love with her family,
her t and her :

atever the truth — and

Rafjiv,

whatever her own wishes — ltal-
lan-born Sonia, as heir to the
cnunlr{n greatest political

legacy.

Indian politics.

Her role took on greater im-

portance following the collapse
of India’s coalition ment

in November after one of its
artners was linked to Sri
nkan Tamil separatists
blamed for killing her husband
in 1991.
Ever
within the

hardliners

since,

:mnﬂng to her to abandon her
gmatic seclusion and lead

the party in the February elec-
tions.

Until Monday, however, So-
nia Gandhi, clad in her trade-
mark sari. had remained silent

behind the high walls of her

number 10, J House,
The less she spoke, the more

"madam” got tal about, the

less she appeared, the more
ubiquitous she became in the
national media.

Some believe she carefully
cultivated her position -on the

fringes of power, enjoying in-

olds a singular place in

fluence without responsibility
as a stream of

shows of

argue the woman who
her husband's

into politics at his
has been forced

to make a limited gesture — she
but not stand as
a candidate — to save the
, fallen on hard times

bit
fateful en
mother's

will

after ruling India for almost
four decades.

hardliners believe

the Gandhi name will be
to revitalise a

figures

Pran Chopra, a political an-
alyst at the centre re-
search, says the de-

cline since the early 1980s,

leading to its route in the 1996
elections when it won 140 of

545 seats. may be terminal.

Any morale boost for
Enn I{I: afforded by !Son{h.,|=
offset by the fact that. mtﬂde.m.’

the party, the general public

leaders
headed to Janpath to make

party which al-
ways relied on larger-than-life

will not accept Sonia as leader
as she is not a daughter of In-

dian soll.”

He adds that cmitinn

us-
band could also come back to

scandals linked to her ex-

memmbers, might not ac

t not
"The d:lm!u%lnn e ot
set the advantages.
paigni
ence,” C said

Kesri in November unwit-
tingly forced India's second
years.
did he realise
could be the

elections within two

Only belatedly

that his party

t loser at the ballot box.

inod Mehta, writi
Outlook ne, ar

lier this

and

safe and agreed distance
A recent opinion

India Today news magazine,
however, lﬂL

India’'s next prime minister.

for
ear-
year that Sonia Gandhi
Ez:neuu:l "only a few passions
family. five-star shopping

er dippi into politics, he
said, hupggn “from a

polilnthe
she remained the
second most popular choice as

l‘ .

Benazir Bhutto former Prime Minister of Pakistan along
with her children, Bilwal, son (front) and Asifa coming out
Islamabad airport to attend the Senate session where her
husband Asif Zardari took the oath of office as a Senator
in the parliament house on Monday. Zardari has been in
Karachi jail since his wife's government was sacked on cor-
ruption charges last year. — AP/UNB photo
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6 killed in Colombia violence:
Six ple were killed and seven injured in two attacks on
Monday believed to have carried out by rlghbwinﬁ paramjlg;g'
groups in Colombia, according to military authorities,
reports from Bogota.

Paramilitaries are susgected in the murders of five ple in
an attack near the border of the departments of Valle and
Cauca. The victims allegedly had a past history of involvement
in the small leftist Eueri la group Jaime Bateman Cayon which
has been active in the on.

2 executed 1n China: 1wo men were

executed for stealing the heads of precious Tang dynasty
figurines after the Supreme Court rejected their appeals, state
media reported Tuesday, AP says from Beijing.
Han Huamin and Sun Guobin smashed five stone rines
in front of a ty emperor's tomb in northern Shaanxi
rovince on May 3, stealing their heads, the state-run Xinhua
ews Agency reported. The men lost ane head, byt sold the other
-four for some 40,000 yuan: (dollars 5,000) in the southern city .
ou it added The enath sentences were Monday - J|

dne £ | b ' " Ly ¥ . 1 LAY | a
455 £g cocaine seized in Canada:
The Ro anadian Mounted Police said Monday that 455
kilos of cocaine had been seized at the port of Vancouver over
the weekend, AFP says from Vancouver.

Canada customs said the haul had been disguised as coffee

imports from Colombia. Officials refused to say whether any
arrests were imminent.

Lien Chan to visit S'pore: taws.

nese Vice President Lien Chan will fly to Singapore on new
year's day in an effort to improve ties in the absence of
diplomatic relations, the Foreign Ministry said Tuesday, AP
reports from Taipei.

Lien and his wife, Lien Fang Yu, will spend four days vaca-
tioning and visiting unidentified persons in the city state, the
ministry said. Newspaper reports said Lien will meet with Lee
Kuan Yew, Singapore's former prime minister who retain con-
siderable influence as a cabinet Senior Minister without port-
folio. Lee is a uent commentator on Taiwan's relations with
rival China and has criticised the island's policies as slowing
the growth of ties between the sides.

Blast leaves 2 dead in Thailand:

One day after the Thai military vowed to step up its t against
Muslim separatists in southern Thailang. tI:vn ;S.&ple were
killed and 13 wounded when a bomb exploded at a school fair in
‘E’:I# rﬁﬂnce. local media reported ’R_msday, AP says from

ok.
e blast was the latest in a string of shootings and fire
bombings in Muslim-dominated southern Thailand d the
past week. One boy and a girl, both 15, died in the bo .
while the 13 wounded ranged in a%e from seven to 46, The Na-
tion newspa?er reported. Although no group has claimed re-
sponsibility for placing the homemade ﬁmﬂ in a trash con-
tainer during a fund-raising fair at the Ratprasarn School.in
Yala province, 1,080 kilometres south of Bangkok, police sus-
pect Muslim separatists.

New Libyan PM namEd: Libya

named a new prime minister Monday in a limited Cabinet
reshuffle, Egypt's Middle East News Agency reported, AP reports

from Cairo.
Mohamed Al-Mangoush replaces Abdel-Majeed %l:'ﬂd. who
1994, e

had served as prime minister since Janu

did not say why the change was made. Ala}a oush who was
trained as an engineer. has been involved in Libyan politics
positions in the past,

since the early 1970s. He has held Cabinet
the housing portfolio. Libyan leader Moammar

includin
Gaddafi has been the main power in the country since he took

control in a 1969 coup.

ernment

BEIJING, Dec 30: China
clamped sweeping new controls
on the Internet today, warni
that the network was u
to leak state secrets and to
spread "harmful information."
reports Reuter.

Regulations unveiled by Zhu
Entao, Assistant Minister for
Public Security, cover a wide
range of crimes, including leak-
ing state secrets, ﬂuu sub-
version and spreading pornog-
raphy and ﬁoﬁu . b

e rules are also
to protect against computer
hacking, viruses and other
computer-related crime.

ey call for unspecified

“criminal punishments” and

lines of up to 15,000 yuan (1,800
dollar) for internet providers
and users who violate the rules
— both individuals and business
organisations.

One article says the internet
must not be used to 'split the
country,” a clear reference to

ratist movements in tibet
and the Muslim region of Xin-

jlang.

Another on "defaming gov-
agencies” appears de-
signed to combat use of the in-

ternet by dissidents a number of

| Chinese - political 1 exilea have
home pages which they use to .

p The m ons | WEH:V

cover i
from Hong Kong Macau and .
Taiwan.

nformation circula

reverted to Chi-
nese rule s Myear and Por-
a

tuguese-run cau will be
handed back in 1999, China re-

Hong Ko

United
blasted
tions in
Baghdad

gards nationalist ruled Taiwan
as a rebel .

The o ::lnlmxlnhul news
agency quoted Zhu as a
news conference on my
that internet links since 1994
had boosted China's cultural
and scientific exchanges with
the world.

"But the connection has also
brought about some security

hﬂ:;d includi mhmu:{;‘ﬁﬁj
uring pu
information, as well as leaking
state secretes through the in-
ternet, he said,
in ;}e .uﬂmtp:r?ved

were
the state council or cabinet :
December 11 and took effect to-

Ccu

WASHINGTON, Dec 30: The

States on Monday
Iraq for cu food ra-
its

for
o holieg v UM op-

of 120 million dollars in

- announced _
Senlae, Satig I hac ok -
under

ltunll.tﬁlu]wﬂhthcw nited Na-
tions blaming Washington
for the shortfall.

State

g T

backs "really appalling

tting food

‘China clamps sweeping
controls on Internet

day.
visional lo!‘l:"ullﬂﬂﬂl first prr::
ted in IBJ re-
in May 1997, which also
ban pornography and warn

state secrets.

Chinese authorities have
made l;:ltmpll tumdt:tnlur
pornogra tics west -
ern news e tions on the
internet, but with scores of

mcmﬂ suffers have

to find a almost any-

want.
It was not immediately clear
whether Beljing would devote
more resources to the

internet that new regulations
were in place.

' US slams Iraq for

rations

and indeed tragic.
He accused Baghdad of
“claiming on the one to be

concerned nh:{utﬂuhumlm-

tarian plight of their own
consistently thwart the ef-

forts of the intermational com-

munity to meet those humani-
United tes : e its "ea-
gerness to recom-
mend for contracts for
food worth 120 million

dollar" that are now with the
R omeee secre:
&

A government wnrkér collects plastic bags containing dead chickens inside a Hong Kong
chicken farm yesterday. The Hong Kong government ordered the slaughter of all chickens

in a move to stamp out a mysterious bird virus that has killed four people.
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Yeltsin to take vacation in Jan:
President Boris Yeltsin, who returned to the Kremlin just last
week work after bcing hospitalised with a bad cold, will take a
two-week vacation beginning Jan. 5, officials announced
Monday, AP reports fromm Moscow.

AFP/UNB photo |
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5 Congress (I) party
activists hacked

to death

NEW DELHI, Dec 30: Five
CulfunlﬂFmtzlcﬂﬂmm
hacked to death in southern
India after a bus was ambushed,
the Press Trust of India reported

today, FTILI.HFF
T'nr, ve were killed with
axes after the bus they were

travelling in was s in the
district of Kurmool in the state
of Andhra Pradesh on Monday
evening.

A group of men blocked the
road with boulders and then
threw bombs at the vehicle be-
fore killing the Congress work-
ers.

The is India's sec-
ond largest parliamentary
. The country is due to
in F ary-Marc
following the collapse of the
ruling minority coalition in
November.

Inmates hold over
600 hostages at

Brazil prison

SAO PAULO, Brazil, Dec 30:
Inmates were holding more
than 600 hostages Tuesday fol-

an aborted pﬂ-“l €scape
ple dead In

that left two
razil, reports

southeastern
AP

9 oo ey

1 tes re-

in smuggled

The.
afternoon

“rieds 10 es-
red out

shootout

cape. en
who were,ab

Fote gl honmge Koo bipacnes

huﬁid.
inmates ﬂrlglnl.:.llg cap-
tured 716 hostages,
699 relatives of inmates and 1
ards, at the Sorocaba Prison,
miles (90 kilometres) west
of Sao Paulo, said Rosana Ten-
reiro of the Sao Paulo State
Prison Administration De-

i
The prisoners later released

78 of the relatives. The standoff

continued Tuesday morning,
and the two sides were not nego-

tiating, according to local news
reports.

| US welcomes new

Norwegian effort
to spur ME peace

WASHINGTON., Dec 30: The
United States on Monday wel-
comed a new an initia-
tive to s Mideast 'ﬁmx and
said it not ﬂewﬂl w:nhlngm
as competition wi -
ton's ml‘e’.e';‘lcports Reuter.

Norway's Foreign Minister
said on Saturday he was plan-
ning a trip to the Middle East to
serve as a broker in the dead-
locked peace effort between the
Israelis and the Palestinians.

: ;Ie‘lglc N mclhm:l
pla an e y he
role in the Middle East »
, and so we cer-
y welcome their continue
efforts,” State Department
t'Euty spokesman James Foley

He noted that the E

Union at its recent summit
noted the "i rtance of the
ce:tllt;al role of United States
in Middle East peace process
and to continue to work
with US cooperatively”

Queen’s friendly
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Britain's Princess Diana leaves a central London hotel
escorted by Lawrence Ingrassia, London Bureau Chief of
the Wall Street Journal January 29, 1996. In the first
responses to rumors that Princess Diana was pregnant
when she died, a hospital said Monday, that no blood
tests were taken to determine pregnancy and a letter re-
ferring to such tests was branded a fake. — AP/UNB photo

Charles ready to go

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka: Prince Charles plans to go ahead with
an appearance at ceremonies marking Sri Lanka 50 years of In-
d'-'P"—'“dE:rFE- despite complaints from a group of nationalists,

5

The National Joint Committee, an or tion of 46 Bud-
dhist or nationalist groups, criticised Britain for "the brutal
E.ﬁnnciu in which the British forces crushed” Sri Lanka at-

ﬁ.unka. located off the southern tip of India, became in-
dependent in 1948, when it was known as Ceylon.

Anniversary ceremonies are scheduled for Feb. 4.

To dance or die....

LAYTON, UTAH: When Karen found herself stranded
in freezing ures and mountain snow as night fell, she
knew it was dance or die, reports AP.

So by herself, the American woman danced in the dark,
playing remembered tunes in her head, until morning,

ing, when
TEACUCTS from. mhgdlcom he
and spent et h:'nhnt' ; ,,_1.;,5 mqnhun;.
H . & 33-year-old US computer Softwiré developér: hkd
out Powder tain ski area

Christmas Eve
the mountain. The temperatures were in the single digits.

Netanyahu's 98 budget
faces political storm

TEL AVIV, Dec 30: Prime in June 1996, will survive

Minister Benjamin Ne- .
tanyahu's 1998 budget has run State have always
into a political storm that could been the focus of fevered horse-
badly undermine his efforts to  trading in Israel. But this year's
revive the troubled peace pro- spectacle is embar-
cess, AP. rassing, a result of a weak econ-
If the fails to pass by omy the fact that Ne-
December 31, the t tanyahu's coalition is unusu-
in effect goes on and ally heavy with special interest
becomes hostage to coalition pnm.
hardliners who oppose Ne- problem is compounded
tanyahu's plan to out the by the fact that Netanyahu's
West troo t long coalition, which controls 66 of
promised the : the 120 Knesset seats, is riven
With his te coalition between supporters and oppo-
of interest ups wemlm nents of the peace m
fwlnq‘ﬁbm - Centrists like and
nary -related s were Foreign Minister David
defeated in the Knesset on Mon- have been threatening for
day, sparking calls for new elec- months to bolt because they feel
tions. Netanyahu, who once opposed
Among those calling for a the Israel-PLO accords alto-

new vote were coalition whip

Meir Shetreet of Netanyahu's mitment to hand more West
Likud Party and the leaders of Bank land to the Palestinians.
two key allied . Police On the other hand. some
iﬂéﬂa&ﬁ A Kahaluulaé;d hawks like former Cabinet
culture Rafael Ei- minister Benny Begin openly
tan. admit they will vote against the
"This government cannot budget because they oppose even
function,” said. "We need Netanyahu's halfhearted peace
to go to the le.” | mnﬂ i i
Others, , are predict- failure
ing that when the dust settles, bymemlummm
Netanyahu, who has overcome mate extremely negative po-
many crises since taking office momentum.

Lankan opposition blasts govt
"Local polls to expose

'Pale stinians want most of West |
Bank before final peace talks

civilians to violence'

The president's aides had said pr;:wuualy that Yeltsin was
likely to take a vacation in January. While Yeltsin is still re-

chat with Fergie

: COLOMBO, Dec 30: Sri our security forces and the ter-
ﬁfﬁfﬁfﬂfggﬁm *rcc:nt illness, there was no indica- 'y “m::‘ h[;:t ;gn a Mzsd 1 ll[ ml_.  main e t?dg m‘! - 'y h‘t"
' G i in infiitration into
4 miners die in Phili inesn - JERUSALEM, Dec 30: The possible, but had not yet been Netanyahu adviser David E; Britain's royal family since | staging the first local polls in  the for hit and run
Heavy rains caused a gold mining pit to colla E 2 nnuthu-n: Palestinian expect Israel to scheduled. Bar-Illan said Israel would not | her divorce from Prince An- 15 years in a former bastion of raids,” the statement said.
Philippines, killing at least four pros ng:r lice said [ Withdraw from at least 60 per Under the Israel-PLO agree- t the dc'gl:gmnt of for- | drew, met the queen for a | Tamil Tiger rebels saying the The ruling 's Alliance
Monga}r AP;repnrts G Mastla P T PR E{ﬁnﬂe kgf the wmﬂmkezf ments, Israel nitll.tlllt farfy uuii:t mm e est Bank. friendly 45-gtnutteh 'Eh;ti on | move would civilians to (PA) of president Chandrika
: . : s LA ore on a final peace set-~ three troop pullbacks in the Erekat said Was | Christmas Day, e rror | violence, reports AFP Kumaratu is also not con-
Yooy tram w;{:tﬁ:mp?tcflﬂch J:mﬁgaw;ﬁwﬁdfﬁmhg: tlement — lea only about a West Bank by mid-1998. Ne- a response to Israel's debate | tabloid reported today, says The United National Party th'e‘g..lllﬂnl local elec-
tpmped of Moricaveo i Davao el Norte Foviiiee. abodit tenth of the land to be negoti- tanyahu, however, wants to over "security zones" in the West | AFP, (UNP) said in a statement that tions but of different reasons.
920 kilometers (575 mjf;;:sl sonithenst of Mamlap * ated, chief Palestinian negotia-  carry out just one t Bank. The Duchess of York, 38, had | the elections on January 29 had Political sources said that
Ch ! R . : . t t- Er SaciPErckat said Monday, and then proceed to talks on a "We see the of the | not been lmr;:eti El;_lnntghn; tlrsl;!l:- P:“L }‘i:l:dt?:j; ﬂ'lilil i the -:crni PA could ! nt:le
c la?daﬁuma usf{}aamm nﬁ?tl} lt.ha‘zln; That puts the Palestinians He also says that before set-  -nicrnational lorcee &% 8 4 4 i Norfolk, but was. | commmuaity thet' the T sep- nority Tamil political parties
cnlmnmtructIn P drilaald e sl ot on a collision course with the tling the of the pullback Arafat will take maps with | secluded in a cottage on the | aratist war had ended. con the elections because
Jin Y un ﬂgc :' x l::: gigﬂrc ﬁ% lsuaa Il‘.::lelw :;ﬁ m na's Israeli government, which is Israel must w him to Washi outlining estate. “The only party that will gﬂ.mppnrt the government in
ﬂ;‘#‘g’ P from Beijing. gency 1epostec, J 1al about a single with-  of the West Bank it €VeT  {he more than 60 per cent of the Shortly after Christmas g:ln by this sham election will ament.
Premier Li Peng, vice.premier Li Langing, visiting Russian g;lﬂ of only about 10 per w thcml:gactnt:-ﬂiunf land Israel must return to the | lunch, ﬂ:dquh:‘n mhd mg thE"g?venunmt. thenfut'l;l: thnEz:EdI:F ;.Fld hunf:mgl of
first deputy prime minister Boris Nemtsov and visiting atomic : Cabinet debates. Palestinians by mid-1998, a with said. s a deception PEVPYS. e
mintstsr Viktor Mikhatlov attended the ai at Bei Palestinian leader Yasser "The Israelis are ﬂoﬂa& Erekat said. The withdrawals | former daughter-in-law over | Tamil and a regrettable Jaffna had not yet returned to
jﬂlﬂ'ﬂ?ﬁ o ;{ 11 of ther e v € signing " | Arafat and Israeli Prime Minis- with the Israelis,” Ah must leave the Palestinians | cups of tea. re of the civilian popula- the region since ﬂl:eilz Mﬁ
<5, Sliacig of the people. . ter Benjamin Netanyahu fo QUu'hmlpuker nngf the Pales-  Cir"., “Cingle territorial unit,” ) m‘mﬂmmed friend of the tiumwnf Jaflna to quite unwar hulm government
2 e House next mon tinian a top nego- ' was as sa ran y
Hazulg kills 1 more in Lanka: separate talks with US Presi- tiator. "This is an attempt to ¢ %8d: "They spent about 45 minutes The UNP is not con The UNP criticism of the
A freshman college student whose hazing by senior students | dent Bill Clinton, The talks are  swallow land.” : Combined with almost 30 | chafting together. The whole | the 17 municipal. artan wad  Elections came s Tamd
caused a natio Pﬂﬁﬂgﬂﬂlﬂtﬂﬂ“- h“cm gho-pim-im supposed to be followed by an Arafat, for his part, has pro- cent of the West Bank the was very casual and | vi councils in the northern  par;:ties began a door-to-door
D T siste-nun IEJ};IPV News said Thushara Wijetonga, 19, died |t e wiaehsbuyioack from part e G Bk et wil loars, ol autd i | VNN and de- | Durtty forcea wrested om the candidates from four
’ v ¥ " was -
Monday of kidney failure in Kandy Gcnera] Hnu;lv:tal three § . -Erekat said a meeting in  that lﬂlﬁ.ﬂ it needs to re- _gjer cent to be discussed in fi- | jigh the visit last Thurs- | separatist Liberation of political parties, all former
tnmh after hlﬂ meﬂﬁﬁwﬂmﬂﬁtﬂﬂ ﬂl “ll' and _ between Arafat and tain. Arafat will make that status talks. day. which could mark a break- | Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in  guerilla groups. have begun a
die in the last month from school abuse ‘ ug--% bl . e - g gt —_— e el B o oy Et e e
’ ecretary of State comprehensive plan to révive maining area includes Israeli | her long-standing differences “Not a day without a house-to-house canvass-
Madeleine Albright was also the peace process, Erekat said. settlements and military bases. | with the royal family. - major confrontation betweeh ing support.



