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Government party spokesman Telecommunica-
tions Minister Mohammad Nasim appears to have
uttered the last word about BNP's demand for
scrapping the CHT accord. There is no scope what-
soever for annulling the pact. But the BNP, he goes
on to add, is free to record its objections to the ac-
cord when a draft bill on the subject is routed
through the select committee and discussed
threadbare in parliament. By the very nature of the
accord which has been signed between two parties,
the government of Bangladesh and the PCJSS as
the representative body of the tribal community, it
does not seem open to amendment.

To this apparently catch 22 situation BNP has
registered its own signal contributions by making
the scrapping of CHT accord an absolute point of
no return; for, they have pronounced their return
to the parliament being entirely contingent upon
rescinding the agreement. For all we know, BNP is
opposed to certain provisions of the accord and,
therefore, one is intrigued by the fact of their hav- I
ing asked for a wholesale annulment of it.

Both sides are getting frozen in their respective
positions, we believe, largely because of negative
vibrations and wrong signals being continually
traded between them. For a change they need to be
imbued with a sense of urgency born of the reali-
sation that bipartisan cooperation and informed
public participation are key to the accord's imple-
mentation and preservation.

In our view there is so much to discuss about in
the CHT accord when : (a) the provisions the BNP
finds unacceptable can be delineated from those to
which the party may not have objections; (b) the
ruling party can try to allay the apprehensions of
the opposition on the 'negative points’; and (c) fail-
ing which, they can invoke the interpretative ju-
risdiction of the Supreme Court with a prior un-
derstanding that its verdict will be accepted, re-
gardless of its going for or against any party. That
is how we should go about it at this critical junc-
ture of our parliamentary democracy.

Every time a Jatiya Sangsad session is about to
open, a predictable pattern of governmental ac-
tivism sets in to draw the opposition into the par-
' liament: Some telephone calls, sending out of er-
rands and feelers etc. which never congeal into a
stimulus for dialogue. The situation is far too grave
now for any half-hearted reconciliatory gesture
from the government side. Efforts have to be sin-
cere and serious.

Travesty of a Library

Last Monday's Star report about Dhaka Univer-
sity library forms a sad commentary on the stan-
dard and atmasphere of learning in the premier
seat of education in. the country. Not the first and. {
ri¢ither the st to come out from the bag of ilis' this
once glorious ‘acadernia is laden with, this is one of
the most nauseating thing to experience because it
reeks such criminal indifference towards intellec-
tual nourishment by people whose raison detre is
all about keeping it in the best possible shape.

What sort of a library is that which releases
journals and periodicals for general perusal after
four or five years of entry? Is it that difficult to up-
date even various UN journals and annual reports?
Is it a library or a bonded warehouse?

How does it sound in the backdrop of authori-
ties' apathy to general students' need that books
disappear regularly from the so called rare section?
Since only the teachers and the researchers have
access to the is section does not this phenomenon
of ‘periodic disappearance’ suggest that some of the
teachers and researchers are wanting in integrity?
Can one make light of this by referring to a
Twainesque streak?

Not all problems are hard to detect though. One
of the more tangible, mentioned by the librarian
himself is fund shortage. We fail to understand
how a repository of knowledge and inforrnation can
suffer from fund shortage if people concerned are
serious about its value.

The truth is, something is badly rotten in the
Dhaka University library. It is likely to be a combi-
nation of evils ranging from fund shortage to ad-
ministrative flaw. We suggest a committee compris-
ing senior teachers be formed immediately to look
into the matter. A ready suggestion for helping this
ailing storehouse of knowledge could be to consult
the wisdom lying in the more organised specimens
in the city, like thie British Council and USIS li-
braries. There cannot be any compromise on the
state of libraries.

Still in 19th Century

This was text-book worker oppression but long
| gone out of fashion. About 2000 workers of these
garment establishments were holding a meeting on
Monday at Kaliganj to protest non-payment of
salaries for months. Suddenly, a big gang of
goons hired by the maliks swooped upon them
beating with lethal weapons whoever they could
get. Thirty workers were badly injured and at least
one and probably three were killed in the beat-up.

It has taken modern civilisation centuries to
come to the enlightened industrial relations or
| labour-employer equations that now reign in all of

the developed nations. This did not come as an act
of benevolence or philanthropy. And perhaps not
even only through radical action mounted by the
workers. Increase in the quantum and quality of
I production raking in higher profits from growing
sales depended basically on unbroken and disci-
plined labour turned in by willing workers satisfied

by an equanimous sharing in the enterprise's de-
velopment.

The Kaliganj entrepreneurs are too much in the
Nineteenth Century to realise that on their own.
And they must suffer for their backwardness. The
raid on the workers was a violent crime. Its con-
nection with industrial relations makes its more
urgent that the attackers and their pay masters be

Eoth punished with all the harshness allowed in
o il AR

m will it

T the approach of a new

year, and soon a new

century, one's thoughts
turn to prognosticating and
ltucktlkjnf. re is much to
be said for a "vision 2020"
exercise — an eflort to develop a
scenario for the future that we
desire, so that we can embark
collectively as a nation on the
“art of the possible” to make
this future :

What will adesh be like
in the year 2020, when it will be
at the threshold of 50 as an in-
dependent country? Some
things are easy to visualize.
The already crowded land will
have to su at least half as
many — the total number
ri to over 180 million. The
megalopolis of Dhaka will be
an urban conglomeration of
perhaps 30 souls. The
teeming population and the
growth of roads and bridges
spanning the watery barriers
will fill, with man-made
structures and human habita-
tions, the disappearing dis-
tances among large small
urban centres. The traditional
urban-rural divide will pretty
much disappear, turning the
whole country into a continu-
ous urban and semiurban

. ——
is mega-com be
the single largest concentration
of a human in the
world — almost 200 million
Foc.?lc barely eking out an an-
mal-like physical survival? A
pitiful mass of humanity exist-
ing without a modicum of hu-

man dignity? A tiny elite who
have amassed fabulous wealth

[Jrcy'lnq upon rest of ;
iving in small fortress-li
enclaves surrounded by a sea of

E;vert and se from it
hjgl!wﬂln th watch towers
and armed, guards? A chaotic

horde of humanity choking in
pollution, fume and filth in a
sprawling slum spread in all
directions. but sprinkled with a
few islets of emni

sed, tol-

Or, mu.;ﬂ:lit be a
erant umane society, -

into the E‘il:l
a polity of

of Thailand, Chavalit
Yongchaiyudh had come
under extreme pressure to
resign as the Thai currency
baht hovered at record lows and
the economy lay in tatters.
Pressure mounted from within
his six-party coalition and
opposition politicilans and
businessmen who held
him responsible for not halting
the country's economic slide.
Quite of the downward
economic trend, thousands of

T-HE former Prime Minister

testors took to the streets of est levels in . sentiment for a new govern-

: k o 'IM‘H.P‘M awm Was. | | m C H tﬂ':i‘;;

. : ik - '. By : considerable
gwhg}‘?uh :uﬂ milx ; 14 L& '8 busi-
net. The cabinet ch créd N ghimp. Ppan B~ | Ness conimanity ‘and internas '
ated more conflict wi " the — nfiounced that it-would hait pro- - tional financiers. -But, as ana-

coalition and shook confidence
in Chavalit. The prime minis-
ter's opponents wanted him to
resign and let parliament pick a
new premier from the major
plar:llci ltl:lhthl: legislature, in-
clu e tion Demo-
cratlglgnrty letol,mhuan Leek-
Changinlg

was one o
things that the Thais needed to
stop the slide of their economy
that started several months
o. But the problem was to
oose who would form that
overnment. Faction-ridden
ai political elite were much
too divided to hrlnﬁ out any
yed the

clear winner. This
choice of a new

the government
the most urgent

rnment

which postponed the prospect of

economic recovery.

The king of Thailand has
always been regarded m;_ the
orce.

country’'s one s

tabilising
He a'ﬂpeared to have sent a sig-
nal that the squ parties
hat?-; bl;_ttl'.‘.:h start wor pa to-
er for the country. The sig-
ﬁ‘cﬂ seemed to have wknd.sﬁ*
E:‘r much di prl Thgl;]l}d
got a new prime 8-
te:ra]'#m Democrats' chief Chuan
Leekpai at last emerged as
Chavalit's successor. As
{he Drokaerous 306, Oh
Prosperous , Chuan was
i et T St
largely ineffectual. His support-
ers, however, were of the -
ion that the new prime minister
had grown wiser and as
opposition leader since :
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cadres"

Sir, | give you heartfelt
thanks f«:nnlgi ngr? edl:‘tﬂrial with
the above headline published
on 28th Dec, 1997. We are ob-
serving with anxiety that the
democratically elected govern-

ments are openly side
with a particular cadre by giv-
ing it undue advantage again
and again and by sho total

negligence to other cadres. We

never observed such things
even during the me of auto-
crat government. The last gov-

errtl'lment ptgll!;:it}ngl‘:h cg; out
when it u e ts
of a Pm;iuccalllll;r ::tﬁ;c Thilp?llﬂ.l
automa utterly eved
the members of other cﬁ;
May | please note down the
sequences of such u tion
since 19947 In that year, the
nﬂimment }1p ad
evel posts o e engin
cadres by rejecting the dm
of other cadres. In the same
year, the t again up-
graded e selection-grade
posts of some cular cadres
only thus n depriving the
remaining majority cadres.
Then a serious was
in the cadre services
and the representatives of
Prokrichi-BCS liaison commit-
tee called on the then PM Be-
E:n Zia and the then leader of
. opposition Sheikh Hasina
land requested them to remove

"Cnmmtiun in the

district-

A Prognosis for Bangladesh at 50

by Manzoor Ahmed

Either the people and leaders of Bangladesh will face the challenges m;duizetﬁeapwtmﬂiamm;kthe
future that the nation wants or it will drift passively and listlessly towards a catastrophe in the making. The
choice is ours and the choice is now.

fieOplc. not rich by interna-
ional standards, but making
steady pr towards pros-
perity — ha doubled the size
of its economic production in
ﬁh g the 5 two decades
aring this growth equi-
tably among all, mccungaqlh:
basic needs in education, health
and other essential services for
e oot of T U
portion o u
the E;gVﬂ‘t}' line" dramatically
and has the ortu-
nities and choices for human
development for all citizens? A
country in which the demo-
cratic tradition and institu-
tions have taken firm roots
and the process of political dis-
course and decision-makin
unifies the people in facing

challenges of the new century?

International experience of
the recent decades tells us that
either scenario is entirely -
sible? The little maﬁi’u
of East Asia as well as giant
China I'IIE'E un?ll;cupﬂ their
per capita in 5
ter century. The Indunrlal!uing
countries of South-east Asia —
Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thai-
land — as welllju C:lm har:rt
managed to bri own the
numbers of peopknfn Po«:rty to
around 10 cent the
same . Despite the much
publicised recent market tur-
moil in East Asia, the economic
foundation these countries
have bullt remains a solid and
enduring achievement. These
countries also have made
strides towards building a

democratic society, although
ss on this [ront leaves
to be desired.

On the other hand, the last
two decadt:i_u c the lat-
ter years sintegra-
tion of the bipolar world -

structure, we have also wit-

nessed civil wars, violence on a
large scale, and the collapse of
the state and the civil society

in Africa, the former Yu-
oslavia, and Central Asia.
rawing parallels among

countries in widely differing
regions is hazardous, but recent
history demonstrates that na-
tions and ents can dis-
integrate and degenerate into
total chaos in quick order when
combustible socio-political
forces go out of control.
What the next quarter cen-
tury holds for Bangladesh de-
on what is done today to
ay the ground and chart the
course for the future. Some es-
sential prerequisites come
readily to mind.

A VISION 2020 EXERCISE
FOR BANGLADESH: Politicians
are notorious for a

short horizon of vision. The
lament usually is that their
action and preoccupation are
guided by the imperative of
winning the next election — not
what will happen to the
coun in 10 or 20 years. In
Bangladesh, the next election is
too distant a horizon. The
struggle to topple the elected
me at any cost begins im-
mediately after an election is
over, even without a decent In-
terval. Both the ruling and the
opposition parties are equally
guiltg on this score. It is too
much to at this time that
the main political parties will
take a term view in de-
termining their political
agenda. But can Bangladesh
avert the nightmarish scenario
of the future {f the country con-
tinues to live from day-to-day
in a supreme existential disdain
for any thought of the to-
morrow? A non isan initia-
tive by academics and opinion
leaders to visualize the future

we wish for ourselves and the
consequences of inaction and
mis-action needs to begin in
earnest.

STRENGTHENING THE
DEMOCRATIC POLITY AND
NURTURING THE DEMO-
CRATIC INSTITUTIONS: While
representational or electoral
democracy exists in the
country. there is a long way to
o before the institutions and
haviour pattern of a demo-
cratic society are firmly estab-
lished. The esseptial elements
of a democratic culture that are
nascent or nonexistent include:
the rule of law buttressed by a
truly independent judiciary,
conditions for a free and
neutral public media, account-
able and responsive gover-
nance, participatory and
transparent decisign-makin
at all levels of government. an
control of corruption in gov-
ernment. The enormous chal-
lenges of development can be
met and le's energy can be
mobilised only when the credi-
bility of and confidence in the
gOovernance process are created.

MANAGING THE RE-
SOURCES FOR THE FUTURE:
The globalised nature of the
economy that every country
faces today offers great chal-
lenges and unprecedented op-
portunities. There are new pos-
sibilities for countries with a

low-cost workforce with adapt-
able skills and basic physical
infrastructure. The necessary
condition for taking advantage
of the opportunities is to estab-
lish and abide by the rules of
the game for Investment, fi-
nance, market and trade. The
global market is also unforgiv-
ing in meting out punishments
when the rules are not under-
stood or ignored. The drainage

of a hundred billion dollars
from the national financial
system in outstanding loan de-
fault — three times of the GNP —
cannot inspire much confidence
of nation and international
investors in the management of
the national economy or the
rules of the game. This order of
hemorrh cannot continue
without bringing the nation's
economy to a collapse. There
has to be a national consensus
on establishing the basic rules
of the game for m g the
market and enforcing them
with determination.

NURTURING HUMAN RE-
SOURCES: People are poten-
tially the most a dant of our
resources if their productive
capacities can be fully
developed and put to use.

Universal primary education
in the shortest possible time.
universal seco education

in the foreseeable future, a
msﬂnr expansion of vocational
?nu tcchrﬂ(:ail cdtgct?:nn that is
ully responsive changi
needs of the market, unjvcrggl
access to primary healthcare
and a major improvement of
the nutrition status of children
are the essential ingredients for
turning the population into
roductive human resources.
e comparative advantage of
cheap labour is an advantage
only when the conditions are
met to put the workforce into
productive use.

CRITICAL IMPORTANCE OF
A REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE:
The future of the small, crowded
and ecologically fragile corner
of the landmass south of the
Himalayas that is Bangladesh
is inextricably linked with the
fate of the rest of South Asia.

For its economic prosperity,

Thailand’s New Government Stirs Hopes

A S M Nurunnabi

A prominent spokesman of the new ruling Democratic Party, promised that the Chuan government would be
"honest with the people about what the cost of recovery will be and the costs will be evenly distributed".

In any case, observers felt
that the new prime minister

needed to display more resolve

duction at its two Thai assem-
bly plants until at least the end
LBeyur.Thchcadul’art-

ional group in Singapore
gptned: '?lcxi year will be one of
negative growth. There will be a
recession, lay-offs and unem-

plaﬁlcnt ri e

e International Monetary

Fund's $17.2 billion rescue
may seem ate

or the gurponc In this context,

the IMF indicated that it was

not satisfied with the manner

in which it was S::vloualy
t the re-

agreed by
forming financial measures
would be carried out. The
widespread apprehension was
that many Thai leaders in gov-
ernment and opposition have
personal interests in the delin-
quent finance companies and
banks; hence a natural reluc--
Fiiiing algrs wer ipiiict nri
warning signs were
remedies postponed. In view of
Maragiiig, Dioctor tomata:
or re :
"If our hasn't worked so
far, it is because of the difficulty

the tical partners are hav-
ing tl:)'no’aigrecing on the future of
the country.”

On the overall political sit-
uation that was prevailing in
the country, one commentator
remarked that "f a new

Fovmmt in that country was
ike picking sides for an ele-

men sC football match;
all the players know each other,
having been through the drill

before and usually end up bick-
ering over who would get to play

what position”. For a few days,
politicians huddled in meetings
all over Bangkok. The horse-
trading left rvers confused
about who would come out on
top.

In the end, Chuan Leekpai
won backing from parliamen-
tarians who heeded the public

lysts think, the new coalition
government headed by Chuan
still must work with the same
political structure and the
coalition which would com-
prise rival parties, might con-
uently be a shaky one as
Ing to, acore. political polnis, Df
tic ts.
course, under the new constitu-
tion passed in ber last,
there would be efforts to end
vote-bu and pa en-
demic to ai politics. How-
ever, many in the country ap-
Fcamd eager to put the new re-
orm system to test.
Observers of the Thai politi-
cal scene were of the view that it
was hard to tell if anybody in
Thailand outside of the elite
political circles cared which of
the current corp of leaders was
in charge. The prevailing trend
of pessimism a to be the
result of the feeling that "with
money, you can do an in
Thailand". Serious observers,
therefore, felt that it's those
without money — and their
numbers will be — that
the country’'s leaders need to

about.” The unemploy- .

ment

m:l Bituatmnfhas no f -
ate prospect of getting better,
because it has been la%e]:.r e-
dicted that 300,000 workers
would lose jobs this year,
swelling the unemployment
ranks — to 1.3 million — by 23
per cent.

That is the kind of situation
that would make Chuan's job
difficult. A prominent
spokesman of the new ruling
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the anomalies of the cadre ser-

vices by gi equal advantage

to all. of them gave pt:hgi
tive assurance.’ ,

But to 4:::1.1;f utter se the

t of Begum again

E 1995 sanctioned 50 cent

senior selection grade for BCS

(Admn) and BCS (Police) cadres
only. Later on BCS (Judiciary)
compelled the government to
_sanction the same for them
filing a writ petition in the Hi
Court. Other cadres are still
deprived of that facility.

The representatives of other
cadres time and n called
upon the them PM but with no
result. The present PM, the
then leader of the opposition,
assured the representatives,
even after she came to -
that the exis mequalft’;i'iu“i:i
the cadre ces will be re-
moved very s and no new
inequalities will be created. All
these assurances were pub-
lishéd in the national dalilies.
But what Today, we
are not only astonished, but we
have become stoned by seeing
the recent decision of the gov-
ernment. Instead of solving the
previous problems of other
cadres, her ment again
created a new inequality by

ving another bonus to her
cadre only.

The last news is that she

has assured the BCS (Police)

cadre to give them the same

— e e ===

t. Again other cadres
Eave been deprived. The gov-
ernment seems to be keen to

wau the members BCS
o

pw'tg] and BCS (Police). Then
at conclusion should we

come?

M Z Islam
125,
Dhaka 1

Entangled in
terrorism

Sir, We are entangled in stu-
dent-terrorism and airing our
sighs and sobs helplessly. Day
by day terrorism in educational
institutions is increasing and
terrorists are being sheltered by
vested quarters while the law
enforcing authority is playing
the role of a mere witness. Stu-
dent violence is going beyond
control of all authorities, in-
cluding the rnment itself.

Who are responsible for the
terrorists acts in colleges and

Ist Lane

universities? Who are giving
them shelter ignoring hu-
man responsibilities? Isn't the

overnment supreme authorit
fo eradicate terrorism? But al-

lowing humanity to remain in .

the dark, our ment seems
indifferent to terrorists and

terrorism on the campuses. The
recent JU incident is one ex-

ample that can be cited.

Md Eunus
411, Kamaluddin Hall

bonus when they pressed her' JU. Savar, Dhaka

Democratic Party, however,
promised that the Chuan gov-
ernment would be "honest with
the people about what the cost
of recovery will be and the costs

will be evenly distributed”.
After Chuan Leekpai has fi-

nalised his government as
leader of the Igcmocrnuc Party

with the coalition components, s

for protection and sustainable
exploitation of its natural
resources, and to face up to the
intense competition of the
global market. Bangladesh
must adopt a regional geo-polit-
ical perspective.

India, the neighbour with an
overwhelming presence. is a
reality that Bangladesh cannot
escape. A narrow, politicall
motivated and irrationally
sentimentalist approach to in-
teraction with India cannot
serve present and future inter-
est of Bangladesh. It must be an
active team player in the re-

on, pursuing muitilateral and

ilateral relationships with its
neighbours and encouraging a
forwardlooking regional view
in the commeon interest of all
the people in South Asia.

WIDE APPLICATION OF
THE GREEN-ACCOUNTING
PRINCIPLE: The limit to the
carrying capacity of the over-
crowded land and the
vulnerability of a large part of
the country on the coastal belt
to the effects of global warming
make it an imperative for
Bangladesh to be particularly
sensitive to environmental
concerns. Bangladesh must
assess systematically the
impact on renewable and
nonrenewable natural
resources and the implications
for the human habitat of all
economic development policies
and programmes. Bangladesh
also needs to be a strong and
articulate wvoice in the
international environmental
arena.

For example, for vulnerable
countries like Ba.nﬁladeuh. it is
myopic and self-defeating to
take the position that the de-
veloping world has no obliga-
tion to act on reducing glo
warming.

Either the and leaders
of Bangladesh will face the
challenges and seize the oppor-
tunities to create the future that
the nation wants or it will drift
passively and listlessly towards
a catastrophe in the making.
The choice is ours and the
choice is now.

it is ex that it would be
much more stable than that of
his predecessor. Chuan has a
reputation for hmutﬁ and in-

ty rare That
tq:rlmr . But alone may
not make but hav-

ing an administration that can
act, as if determined to be in

charge of the country, could
the lnpaychnloﬁcalbo;':tf
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.+y 41 is totally user's or authori-
t{'u'p[cdllcctiun how to mould
the nature of a certain concept
or policy or the outcome of a set
of policy instruments. Depend-
ing on the motive of the policy
maker the outcome may be pos-
itive or negative. As we all
might have read the essay in
our school days — whether sci-
€Nnce a curse or a , know
that it can be perceived in either
way. Similarly, the concept
'Free market economy’ which is
subject to much debate, may
bring good or bad news to people
depending on how it is inter-
preted and implemented in the
material world. Like other
countries, for adesh too, it
was meant to generate prosper-

ity — not ill fate.

All the countries in the
world trade for mutual benefits,
The basis for international
trade depends on comparative
advantage. It means a particu-
lar country will produce a par-
ticular product or products in
which it has a comparative ad-
vantage over other countries.
Its ers will produce other
different products and trade
will take place. Someone can-
not expect any particular coun-
try to produce all sorts of com-
modity. In which case no pro-
vision for any trade remains.
So in the global market, coun-
tries satiate the demands of its

rts and im-
ports and keep balance between
economies. As the interna-
tional trade plays a vital role in
the economy for any country,
all the macro-economic vari-

" .Free Market Made

ables depend very much on ft.
As a result, any country’'s eco-
nomic performance s a
great deal on the rest of the
world.

As exports is the propulsive
force for any country to pros-
per, | think we simply cannot
advocate any policy toward re-
stricted or closed economy.
Even from the recent history,
we can see that all the
Asian tiger economies follo
the way of export-led develop-
ment. To establish the fact that
why do we need an open market
economy, first we need to a t
the simple logic that if we do
not let the other countries enter
our market we cannot bly
expect them to pave theirs for
us. In the present-day world if
we look around, we See var-
ijous treaties such as GATT in
EU, SAPTA in South Asian re-
gion. GSP treaty — all support-
ing the fact of mu trade
and benefits. All are meant to
ensure the free and uninhibited
flow of goods among various
countries, which make the
whole world one economic en-
tity.

Secondly, if the domestic in-
dustries are nurtured under pro-
tection, if they are not exposed

to co tition, if they are not
:xpoe::g to better and efficient
management skills, then they
will never achieve world stan-
dard. There will never be any

urge to improve on the und
that whatever they produce lo-

cal ¢onsumer has to buyit. '

2 Thirdly, if the of im-
ported goods are distorted
imposing heavy burden of

uota, then our ucts
outside will face treat-
ment. As a result, our external
sector will be severely affected
and so will be other macro
variables and our country will
face a serious setback.

In the whole scenario 'ex-

change rate man t
a crucial role. mlrr. 4
rice is ed at an
ow level, only in that case the
e S The Earerar oo has bt
. t to
act sensibly. The free flow of
goods should not be a one-way
traffic and we should pay more
attention ensuring free Eow of
raw materials and intermedi-
ary goods rather than finished
commeodity.

The concept itself was never

intended to be nefarious for
country. It was us, our pﬂ

with vested interest who might
have used it to our benefits and
have stricken public sentiment.
Whereas other developed coun-
tries are co in our country
for investment of low-
cost labour and an abundance
of raw materials, then wh
can't we use our potential -
dmml?m g

a na-
tinn,wehavttuheuip:'ca -
tious and sensible in our talks

and deeds. If we don't make the
right decision now, we will

S FEEREREERSRERE RN EEE R R R R YRR R R R R R R R R R YRR RSN

"Healing Moral Wounds”

[ refer to Mr Abu Faisal's
letter (Star. 24-12-97) on the
captioned subject.

Mr Abu Faisal deserves con-
gratulations for his timely sug-

estion to check moral deca-
ence which has deeply pene-
trated in all spheres of our soci-
ety in general and affected the

rm.lng:r generation in particu-
ar

The reason is not far to seek.
Primarily it is because of being
away from the religious teach-
ing which among other things
give hiﬁhcut priority to moral
and ethical values. Unfortu-
nately, our educational system
lacks this. And more regret-
tingly instead of giving some
thought to include it into the
syllabi at all levels (primary to
higher). attempts are being
made erase religious studies
from the education system.

This has to be countered and
action taken to introduce reli-
gious subject in the syllabi as
suggested in the letter. Children
even at a very tender age are
overburdened with so many
subjects that they can't even
carry the whole lot of
books/khatas — they need
someone to help them with
these up to school. If they can be
bothered with so many neces-
sary and even unnecessary
things, dropping something
from the whole list, inclusion
of religious subject can be well
taken care of This will help

- who display
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build them better persons.
The other thing that has suf-

ficiently contributed to moral
and ethical decadence is the
cross-cultural influence
brought in willingly or un-will-
mgll\; in the country. Unwilling
is through the Internet, dish,
video etc., and willingly by
inviting the so-called cultural
troupes from other countries
more of their
physic to look more attractive
and sing holla-goolla type
songs in so-called concerts.
uch activities have also
rovoked the citizens of
angladesh to develop their
concerts and band shows more
or less in the same manner.
And this is not confined to
small organisations or clubs
but even the national anisa-
tions like the BTV and the FDC
tow their lines. Some BTV pre-
rammes like Shubhecchha,
anda Mela and Ittadi some-
times offer some performances
that lead the audience there to
go wild and give the TV viewers
a feeling as to whether they are
watching a show in Bangladesh
in the permissive West .

Of late. the film makers are
seen (as evident from the films.
ads, posters. etc) that they
hardly follow the censor codes
— the heroines earlier were not
shown in dresses which was
above their ankles. But now the

never be able to our-
selves for the next um.
suggest that they appear

in shorts and there are marnly
more which [ don't even want to
describe in words. If an has
any doubt about my views, he
may kindly like to move
around cinema halls or walls of
the main thoro ares to find
out the truth. Recently, | came
across one such display in an ad
"Praner Cheyo Priyo™. There are
be many like this.

In this , it can be men-
tioned here that previously it
was said that adesh was a
low prevalence AIDS coun

since the detected HIV/AI

patients over the last 10

were nearly less than 90. But a

recent observation made by the
t Director of the National

AIDS Prevention and Control

Committee was alarming. He
observed that there could be I
even 100,000 HIV/AIDS 1
tive cases if detected from blood

screening. I'm subject to correc-
tion. But the scenario is like
that. AIDS as we know has no
remedy — so. only the preven- |

tion is the remedy. For preven
tion. nothing short of religious
and moral education is more
appropriate than any other
things

In the above backdrop. it's
high time that Mr Abu Faisal's |
suggestions to include religious

and moral education in the

schools/colleges /universities
be implemented




