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| Laloo training fifty

as reward!

BANGKOK, Dec 29: A year-
old dog that took a Iittcr of
uppies under his care after
heir mother died will receive a
mum (21 drgtlarﬂ} mnnﬁtjl:ﬂy
as a reward, reports AP.
The dog, Jong, haﬂ?hlmd
Eubllc stardom in press reports
ighlighting his selfless behav-
ior in contrast to the human
many regard as to blame
or Thailand's current eco-
nomic crisis.

The aaia‘r\)r' will be paid by
the Public Welfare Council, a
state body., to compensate
Jong's owner for feeding him
and, by extension, the mother-
less pups. the newspaper The
Nation reported Monday.

Somporn Thepsitta, a sena-
tor who heads the council. was
quoted as saying that the dog
had a heart as beautiful as a
human's .

The dog shuuld be known as
Amazing F to mark the
Amazing Thal an

d can_}];la
peﬂplc will know that Thai clngs
can do good deeds.

Teresa Wright,
shown in Francis Ford Cop-

Actress

pola's "The Rainmaker,"
warms the hearts of long-
time moviegoers. Wright, 69,
won and Academy nomina-
tion as supporting actress in
1941 for her first movie,
"The Little Foxes," and the
following year won the sup-
porting actress Oscar for

"Mrs Miniver."
— AP/UNB photo

India,Pakistan
W%@iﬁﬁé '

diplomats- -

NEW DELHI, Dec 29: For the
third time in recent months,
India and Pakistan have ex-
pelled personnel from each oth-
er's embassy, an Indian news-
ﬁ%pﬁl‘ reported Monday, reports

The Hindu newspaper said
Pakistan ordered an Indian
embassy staff member to leave
in retaliation for the expulsion
several days ago of a Pakistani
from New Delhi. Both officials
held low-level positions. and no
announcement was made by

either government, the paper |

said.

(BRIENLY

py relations

decentralisation

. NEW DELHI, Dec 29: A lead-
ing candidate to become India's
next prime minister has called
for greater decentralisation to
keep the world's | democ-
racy together, it was
tﬂdl{ s A!‘I'

Atal Bihar

jﬂl"ﬂ the
leader of the Hindu ationalists
ti to win most seats in the

February-March general
elections, said he favoured con-
stitutional ¢ to “suit the

nrﬁngrmedlofthemt.
ustan Times daily re-

Vajpa
PI':jnrltl}'l JI:II:'IltI (BJP,
ndian people's party) who
]i' a Iﬂ-d-ecthﬂ m
of c:andjdntu to become
rime minister, said he backed
g:rcater decentralisation of eco-

nomic and tical power be-
cause of ll'lt:lll::ﬂl1 diversity.

"More power can be decen-
trnllndtntltmtu even at the

levels of vill pnrﬂcularlr
in the area o ecunumic

t.

India is a coalition of divers
traditions and value structures,
ethnicities and social systems.
We have to strengthen this di-
versity.

India's 25 states boast 960

million le aking more
than 1, languages and di-
alects,

Several separatist move-
ments across the country are
demanding greater regional
autonomy or | and
have resorted to violence in
such areas as the Kashmir and
some north-eastern states.

The current form of
ment, where most power are

held in New Delhi, has l’m’ked
appeals for a loose crnl
structure with greater

autonomy in ﬂnancial and
ndmlnl:truuv: affairs.

ISLAMABAD, Dec 29; A for-

. mer Supreme Court judge took

over on Monday as Pakistan's
Chief Election Commissioner,
replacing Mukhtar Ahmed
Junejo who had rejected the
no tion papers of the rul-
ing party’'s presidential candi-
date, cial sources said, re-
ports AFP.

Abdul Qadeer Chaudhury
was sworn in by chief Justice
Ajmal Mian in a simple cere-
mony lasting only three min-
utes, the sources said.

Chaudhury who retired as
Supreme Court judge in 1994,
takes over two days before
the presidential election.

unejo rejected the candi-
of Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharifs nominee Muhammad
Rafiq Tarar on December 18

.fullnwl ng accusations that

Tarar had ridiculed the judi-

a8

ut the Lahore Court
overturned the
the next day and Tarar
to contest the ttl::m 'hiclnl
was triggered December
resignation President Fa-

rooq Ahmed Leghari
chﬂ'ftrmﬂthﬂhuﬂ

unejo was appointed to the
post by Leghari in November
amid a bitier tussle between

Sharif and t hh::lj . then
headed by C Justice Saﬁad
Ali Shah.

A 10- Court
this mujr.lth rmmvequsﬂu
Shah, decl that his 1994

elevation violated seniority
rules.

Junejo had disqualified
Tarar because of his remarks in
an interview published by an
Urdu- mon in June
in which he criticised the judi-
ciary and conduct of and
called one unnamed judge a
"Judicial terrorist.”

Besides Tarar six . In-
clud%fmr defence minis-
b Shaaban Mirani of

the main opposition Pakistan

college of mem
gﬁﬂfthnm“ruammt

and four provincial assemblies.

Khatami's Turkmenistan

trip may reahape power
politics in Central Asia

ASHGABAT, Dec 29 Iran's
Mohammad Khatami, on his
first overseas trip since hecum-
ing president last summer, ar-

in Turkmenistan on Sun-
day for a landmark visit that

could help reshape the hl.'lmue
of power in Central Asia,
ports Reuter.

Khatami, a moderate cler-
ick, held talks with Turk-
menistan's strongman ruler
Saparmurat Niyazov.

No details of the talks were
immediately available and no
gresa briefing was planned for

" ml:FtWD Icndar:l:l‘ﬂl H
e opening on M
first pipeline to pump‘rnlturll

gas to Iran from the former So-

ﬁel LI.H.'IC
mummmmm
with Turk-

mmncmlmup?vuuhed but

signed a
luthnﬂllng the fal:nlhllit]r
bat lttmded .bhy N'r
visiting Turki Hlnil-
ter Mesut Yilmaz who Ilter left
for Azerbaijan.

'China 1solating Taiwan by
making ties with SA

CAPE TOWN, Dec 29: China's
for minister a visit to
South Africa on Sunday to es-
tablish diplomatic relations —
and score a major vic in his
country's efforts to isolate Tai-
wan, reports AP.

South Africa has substan-
tially downgraded its ties with
“Taiwan. dmr to >

hina, - or
| trading partner

China refuses to ruumlln
those nations
with what itregardaalnhruk
away province — so Taiwan
loses the largest and most in-
fluential country of the 30 that
maintained relations.

“The Chinese people rejoice
at the birth of the new South
Africa and stand to con-
tinue to support the South
African people in their effort to
build up the nation and develop
the economy,"” Qian Qichen said
at Cape Town

Qian, who is also China's
vice premier, was met at Cape

Keny ansvotefornewm

President Daniel Arap Moi is countin

violence that has swept through nei
seeks a fifth, five-year term in elections,

Nairobi.
In a final cam

go to the polls

continu

onday

message, the 73-year-old
"with sober reflection that will enm
ace and stability for our country.”

cnunm uhe
reports from

urged voters to

bou

tribal ties tECt are crucial in most African elections,

Kenya African National Union was

themes of stability and continuity E

through Moi's campaign

ted to attrnct

region plagued by civil wars and genocide.

Zhirinovsky

Zhirinovsky,

Sunday, Libyan television re
Zhirinovsky

meets Gﬂddﬂﬁ. Vladimir

leader of Russia's extreme-ri
Democratic Party met Libyan leader Moamer Ga
rted, AFP roys
praised Gaddafi who

ight Liberal

afi in Tri
l’n:::u'ﬂ'I&'i]:u-nl.l;mIi

greeted him in a tent in

the Libyan desert, according to television pictures. State-con-
trnlled television said the two had discussed "ways of d

ing relations between Libya and Russia" adding

ultranationalist had expressed his aﬁ&l‘t 8 !nlidﬂrly with and

support for Libya against all the ch

Climber feared dead in mmalwh

Nepalese army rescue helicopter searched the 8,091-
Annapurna in the Himalayas on Monda
Russian mountaineer who was buried an
Christmas Day by an avalanche, AP reports
Nepal's Tourism Ministry

Bukreyev. 39, r
stan, was ascendfn

enges it meets.

Mt
for a well known
resumed killed on

om Kathmandu.
said Sunday that

ufessinna] mountain guide nﬂng in Kazak-
peak with an Ilﬁ

ian climber when the

avalanche struck. .ﬁnatul}r Bukreyev is lost on the mountain

and feared dead,” the ministry

said. The Italian climber, Si- -

mone Moro, who survived the avalanche which struck at 5.900
metres, joined the helicopter pilot in the search for Bukreyev.
Moro was treated for unspecified injuries in a Katmandu hospi-

tal for two days.

US actor Denver

Denver Pyle has died after a protra
to press reports Sunday, AFP says from Los Angeles.

accord

e dead: Actor

ed battle with cancer,

The Colorado-born actor, whu died 1n a Burbank hospital

Thursda

was a fixture on US television with his most noted

role in the appearing dramatic series "Dukes of Hazzard" from '

1979-1985. Pyle also ap
"Alamo” in 1960,

unrest in the country

killed during

kilos (154

customs o said, AFP

The drugs. with an estimated street value of 5.5
nds (nine million dollars), were seized after the van

peared in numerous movies, including
"Bonnie and Cl
1994. He is survived by his wife

2 killed in Brazil alll‘lot:.n

a hostage died in one of two ri ta at high-securi
southeast Brazil Sunday, bringin
's prisons,

One inmate a.nd a ﬂaitur who had

a revolt in the courtyard of the high-securi
Sorocaba prison near Sao Paulo, ¥ﬂ o

mrﬁ%c:mh }vﬂeﬂeﬂ Sunday after the seizure r.l'

unds) of heroin in a Czech'r:glltered van,

¢" in 1967 and "Maverick” in
ppy and two sons.

per e

tmthcdeath in recent
rts from Brassilia. .
taken were

cials -fud

3

from London.

London from Turkey via the channel port of Ramsgate..

"Alfred Nzo are to s

that the Russian

i

Town airport by South Africa’s
foreign minister, Alfred Nzo. He
is to meet President Nelson
Mandela on Monday and visit
Robben Island, where Mandela
spent many of his 27 im-
prisoned by the former

tpurﬂrddreglmc

1o mm mmm
era. ernment ne
cluu“ti:l as they both became
increasingly isolated, and
China supported Mandela's
African dur-
ing the . The ANC has
fovcrned e country since
994's first all-race elections.
"The Chinese fomed a
profound frien p of com-
rades in mdwlth t?ﬁc 1=l?_uwut‘.hl
African people during pro-
tracted and nrduous for

racial equality.”
Qian and Minister
an

agreement establishing diplo-
matic relations on Tuesday in

Pretoria.

Zardarn arrives in
Islamabad to take

oath as senator

ISLAMABAD., Dec 29: An
armoured personnel carrier
took the husband of former

me minister Benazir Bhutto
rom his cell in southern
Karachi to the on Mon-
day where he was flown to the
federal capital to take his oath
of office as Senator., nine
months after being elected, re-
ports AP.

Asif Zardari, who has been
in jail since his wife's -
ment was dismissed last year.
was whisked awa Irnm the Is-
lamabad Interna
in a convoy of palit:e vehlnclec
Zardari is with murder
in connection with the
death of Bhutto's estr

home in Karachi, just two
months before her governmen-
t's dismissal.

Mexico massacre

Y.
"The paramilitaries are still
armed in our communities, we

they will kill us like they did
the others, "said Manuel
a 28- -old refu whoﬂcd

ALGIERS, Dec 29: Thirty-
nine civilians were killed tn a
renewed surge of violence in Al-

eria blamed on Islamic ex-
rtmiltiadnmPaptrl here re-
ported today, reports AFP.

The papers said 25 vill ;
including two women six
children, had their throats cut
at Safsaf, a vil near Mas-
cara, around 4 kilometres
(240 miles) southwest of the
capital.

According to the
Islamic mmmlndnluckthe

snd hacked 14 worsfper o

the Imam.

“Hgiﬁmbmm'm the

US blamed for shonf;ll

39 civilians killed in
Algerian village

doors and killing 11 more.

Nine died ltl:hledllyneu
Chlef, 200 kilometres southwest
of ers, as well as a woman
and her two children at Hassi
Bahbah, 200 kilometres south
of the capital.

Meanwhile two le were

killed in a bomb blast at Sabra
ﬂ't:rmmcm in the far west of

All the attacks took place
overnight Saturday.

In one plece of good news
however, the that
six shepherds abducted near
Tiemcen by an extremist group
last week had been released and
were well. Media had
given them up for

Iraq to reduce food
rations next month

BAGHDAD, Dec 29: an-
nounmd on Sunday it was cut-
food rations to its people,

it had not received suffi-

t:lcnt su under its oil deal

with the Unijted Nations and

ME’ u:ih‘:tn on for ghi
uter, T

Rations for fice, wheat,

flour, sugar will be un-

changed but the amount of

other essentials such as baby
milk, cm?mﬂ tea and de-
tergents h Iragis at
iaotition ‘&'l““w"“lm"‘ ¢ had
quan t
%uer distributed under the oil
The Iragi news agency INA
said the cut in milk powd-'c? was
because the American represen-
tative at mn sanctions
committee to "register a
contract with a Tunisian com-
I:any to bring baby milk to

Foodstuffs are in short sup-
ply in Iraq since UN trade sanc-
tions im on for
invading Kuwalit 1990
blocked oil exports, itl main

lmmn{ﬁrdmmlrrmq
w-ﬂpﬂﬂn
oli!n i

the oil-for-foed mmnent but
while the oil exports have gone
on smoothly, food and
mndﬂi;:len: have not been reach-

ing country oen time.

INA said each Iragi child
would receive 1,800 (four
Ib} of milk a month,
in of the 2,700-gram (six-
Ib) ration of the recent months.

AP adds: In Washington,
White House spokesman PJ
: uidﬂchu mplu:jmmﬂ of
raq's s CoIm nt. But
n:itqad thfﬁinitnd States was the
original sponsor of the oil-sales
programm:.

e

aliban fighters with their multiple rocket launcher on the fmnt-lme north o

o :ﬁﬂ'—;—#

Sunday, as the first snow of the season falls. The front-line was quiet Sunday, with no
ﬂ:htma reported between the Tahhan and thmr opposition.

— AP/UNB photo

[ Egyptmn court

upholds ban
on female

circumcision

health workers from perform-
ing female circumcisions, re-

ports AP.

The decision ends a long
battle between Islamic funda
mentalists who su cir-
cumcision — known oppo-
nents as genital mutilation —
and human rights and women's

#E Supreme Administra-
tlveﬂm.lrtuaidituphddﬂiem
bemuululamdnumtdmmnd
the operation, thus making its
performance subject to Egyp-
tian law. .

"With this it has he-
come bited for all to per-
form the operation of female
circumcision, even with the
consent of the girl or her

guardians,” the court said.

!
i
)

e | PIEEONS to help him
< 10 power

NEW DELHI, Dec 29: An In-
dian political leader in the east
of the country is training 50 pi-
geons to help him back to power
in next year's general elections,
the Press Trust of India said to-

day. reports AFP.

Laloo Prasad Yadav, who in-
stalled his wife as chief minis-
ter of the state of Bihar earlier
this year after he was forced to
stand down following corrup-
tion charges said the birds
would be used to drop election

pamphlets.

e colourful pelitician who
cummands mass grassroots

support, used parrots to chant

his party's slogan in the 1996
tlectinns Yadav, a former pres-
ident of caretaker Prime Minis-
ter Inder Kumar Gujral's ;
was released from Jail on Bail
in December.

He is accused of sipho
off millions of dollars of state
agricultural subsidies.

India is due to go to the polls
in February-March after Gu-
{raj 8 minority coalition col-
apsed in November.

Off the Record

English by birth, but
Irish at heart

NEW YORK: Oscar winner Daniel Day-Lewis isn't truly an
Irishman, he just plays one on screen — again and again and

again, reports AP.

Day-Lewis, who has starred as Irish characters in "My Left -

Foot"

and “In the Name of the Father.”

plays a former Irish Re-

publican Army soldier seeking peace in "The Boxer.” due out in

the United States this week.

"l am English and | was raiged
of whatever part of me is Irish,” Day-

New York Post.

The actor who won an Ac
Left Foot” actually

"People who are

in . but I'm very proud
s says in Sunday's

Award as best actor for "My

lives In Ireland part-time, maintaining
homes In Dublin and New York.

o-Irish and English, people living in

Ireland over the years, ﬂavc become acutely aware of the role
the British have played and want to do something to redress the

balance,” Day-Lewis said.
That's one reason he
film and "In the Name

ayed an [RA sympathiser in his latest
the Father."

“Ireland’s history with Britain is not taught in the British
educational system, and when [ learned it | was astonished and

so ashamed,” Day-Lewis said.

The Sphinx is free
afier 7 years

CAIRO: The Sphinx is finally
caged
limestone
uring seven years of

restoration work,

free of the scaffoldin
the 4,600-year-ol
monument
painstakin
reports

that

“The restoration work which
started in 1990 ended on Decem-
ago the soaf«
1oldings. came down,” Ahmad al.
tiguities for FisEs
pyramids region on the out- §
skirts of Cairo, said on Saturday. |

ber 12 and two days

Haggar, director of an
the

One hundred thousand stones .

were used between 1990 and 1997

to restore the Sphinx,”" H
said, ing that left

half-man colossus untouched.

A staar-studded ceremony is
1998 to cele-
te theend of the  restoration

lanned for early

e L&
damaged face of the half-lion P

work ahead of the statue's 4,600th hirthdaﬁin March, he said.

Known in Arabic as Abu al-Hol (the fat
most famous monument along with the three p

which it
and 57 metres long

er of terror),

of Giza

guards was cut in limestone and stands 20 metres tall

Restoration of the Sphinx, which has suffered from erosion

and damage through un

Egyptian in line wi

fornia-based Paul Get
The Sphinx,

2500 BC, represents King

headress bearing a cobra

amungth:p!wud:s and

ound water, was carried out by
recommendations by the Cali-

Institute.

during the fourth dyna

dynasty from 2620-

a fallc tﬂnﬁuﬁ'@mﬂ mﬂ

Two legends have grown up around the disappearance of the

features.

According to one, N
bnmhﬂrd the im
to his might during a
1801.

Bonaparte succeeded in
legend has it his subsequent
Sphinx.

leon

tue which
expedition to Egypt from 1998 to

ordered his army to
as a

the nose and beard, and
was due to the curse of the

The other story claims that a Muslim in the Fatimid era of

969-1071 believed the Sphinx represented a

cult de-

nounced by Islam and attacked the nose and beard with an axe.

She won't
do that

NEW YORK: French actress Julie dey
against what she calls "a couple's world,”
wumr.-n thrnw themselves into romance bu:auu

. then start making com
py says in the Sunday

"Too
re afrai
losing their id:ntit}r
Pnst "l won't do that.”
The definitely si
14, wo with
tective.” Su
Europa

th

is a loner rebelling
AP.

ank

e blund beaut began her film career at

r Jean-Luc Godard in

uent ::mdit: lnch.:de "Killing Zoe." "Europa,

& oﬁgcr and "Before Sunrise.”
She can seen now in the horror movie "An American

Werewolf in Paris,” amgmforthcacﬁrumnr:umdtuart

movies and love stories.

"I also refuse to be put in a comer,” Delpy said. "T'd never done
a scary movie and decided to give it a try.”

Democratzc exercise in India big threat to environment

HE‘W DELHI, Dac 29‘ ‘The
world's largest democratic ex-
ercise is also a big environmen-

tal threat, reports India Abroad
News Service,

Cumeelecﬂmm Indian cities

vllhvg are splashed and
th tern and flyers
u poliuciam criss-cross the

plastic sales go
luifﬁtlnlly in an ﬂl:t:tlun

. Walls are dﬁfnned with

an

raucous liticlans shatter
decibel ts with their impas-
Next s election is not
m] welcome,  being
| | by the Press as an "elec-
paper and p manufactur-
m won't be caught complain-
- th are not as

m as used to be
the days of Chief
' Commissioner T.N.

 Who imposed strict re-

r 'wants,” bt

utrlctlun: on election expendi-
ture, an additional demand for
ahoutzumntmnunf is
next year. That means

of about Rs, 640
nﬂﬂlnnmﬁlﬂ million) for the

lle e overnment

m:?mmplmnmhrgﬂ

than broadsheet news
accommodate hundrm;n-
didates with their election

symbols, politicians spend
é.luanl of rupees on pu
material.

The t of the west-

governmen
ern state of Gujarat has already
me&rfa:ﬂmmeu

ationwi overnment de-
mMH# tﬁ;tl;au mmn tonnes,
i al manager
J.K. Corp. told
mmam

Politicians, the association
expects, will create a demand
for another 10,000 tonnes for

their ‘personal cam nnd

::l:-da“ tht uld fgthe ranle
ustry wo

of Rs. millionn. But

whose firm is a member
makers' association, said
at 20,000 tonnes of "is
peanuts, it is e said
political plﬂlﬂ have become
o scening i fhe peet 65
on s in post-Se-
shan period.

He conceded that about six
years ago the extra demand
created by elections was a sub-
stantial 10 to 12 per cent as the
usual national consumption
was about 40, um:m 000 tonnes
per annum. "That as a percent-

age meant something for the

lmhmry Gupta Mw&m -

India uses an average

million tonnes of paper a
-nymm.mnmunm
that large a chunk.

The Election Commission
has now that the limit
of Rs. 4 (about $11,000)
for each contestant's campaign

rnlued as there were

complaints that the

be

stipulation was "impractical.”
».+The new limit has not yet been

announced.

mHut the paper T

not expect a steep rise in

mand. a raise in ex-

penditure t lead to more

paper being bought, the Com-

mission has also said that it
would strive to eliminate "non-
serious candidates.” In last
m
*“lmil Nadu's Modakuruchi
constituen were handed a
thick et as there were
some 1,000 candidates in the
fray after farmers in the area
contested en masse to

protest
_mwuum of irriga-
Environmental activist

igbal Malik, who heads the
non-governmental l" nﬂ
Vatavaran (environment

Iut ldmﬂunhdtnﬂum
; 000 tonnes of
MMMII

tically all of which mmgu‘:d

lo swelling garbage instead of
being sent for recycling. So the
election created 1.2 million
tonnes of g . according to
a study by Malik.

The consequences of such
wi»dth ad use ﬂf]ed - that
too the non- variety -
become e\r'id-::lzyt?mm the Izct
that 250 trees are cut to make
one tonne of paper. she told
IANS.

About 50 per cent of the
plastic used — in thc uha n[
publicity buttons. food
ing. spoons and
thousands of political workers
— was collected ragpickers,
many of them known to wash
disposed plastic plates and

asses and sell them to small
vendors, the study found.

Some 50,000 vehicles, most
of which have inefficient
diesel-driven engines, are
pressed into service for elec-
tioneering these days. Malik
said "This means that interior
regions, not usually polluted.
. become polluted during elec

ASSPR fnr th-c

tions.” she said.

The Election Commission
had last year decreed that
mphmm and loudspeakers

be used only between 6.00
am. and 10.00 p.m., but noise
levels were not muldﬂ'ul:xl
duced. In urban areas. ich
have "no buffer zones in the
shape of trees or open spaces,”
there was "an almost constant”
sound level of about 90 decibels
while in the villages it was
about 60-75 decibels. Malik
sald. The internationally ac-
ceptable level ranges from 45-
50 decibels

So. as the wheels for the next

election are set in motion, ac-

tivists are hoping that politi-

cians would give the environ-

ment a thought. As Malik put it:
"I am not saying that elections
should not be held. What [ am
saying is that the Election

Commission and peliticlans

should think about more judi-

cious use of plfrr plastics and

polluting vehicles



