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JS goes
Into
session
Jan 14

Shahabuddin

President

at 11 am, UNB.
This will be the 8th

of the seventh Jatiya Sangsad,
said an official announcement

The session is seen as very
important as it will pick up
general discussion on the
much-debated peace agreement

E

tinued to expand the export
market giving proper emphasis
unttl]:unectm‘imddm[y-
w‘lhe meeting was informed
that country's export tar
has fixed at 6 bil-
lion dollar for the current
fiscal year and so far the earn-
ing is higher than that of the

corresponding period of the last

fiscal :

The meeting, which dis-
cussed in the problems
and of the export sec-
tor, also decided to include

gu non-traditional items in

VC’s office
By DU Correspondent
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal

(JCD), student of oppo-
sition BNP, yutert;:;m
the office of the Vice C r

of the Dhaka University.

They gheraoed the office de-

, t to those
re for humiliating a
Hall on the vﬁtg .EF
on ay.

The JCD leaders at a rally in
front of the VC's office
concern over the price hike of
the education materials.

The rally was addressed,

Shahiduddin s s
C Anne,
eneral secretary Habib-Un-
abi Shohel, DU unit convenor
Nasiruddin Asim, DU unit
joint-convenor Selimuzzaman
Selim.

Later they submitted a mem-
orandum to the VC.

First year (hons)
classes of JU
from Jan 4

By JU Correspondent

First Honours classes of
1996-97 session of Jahangima-
%mty will begin from

, January 4.

This was said in an official
notification which also men-
tioned that admission of a stu-

Privatisation in

) Bangladesh
Conflicting
Trends m
gramme er

Prospect

by ABM S Zahur
Page 4

Focus

UNDP okays $26m
grant for Bangladesh
environment
DSE index marks
. farther fall
P 6,7

~JCD gherages DU
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Saga of Radio-TV autonomy

Authorities sitting on

Commission's report

It has been nearly five
months now that the report
suggesting full autonomy for
the state-run electronic media
was submitted to the m-
ment but, instead of any ur;:a]
progress in its implementation,
a new confusion has arisen over
the issue.

Confusion over the ‘author-
of control' diminishes

L ltg
chances of any immediate

changes in the to day af-
fairs of the two clgztmnlc me-
dia in the - adesh
Television (BTV) and
Bangladesh Betar. It appears
that there is no likelihood of
these two institutions becoming

By Reaz Ahmad

autonomous entities in near fu-
ture,

"I wonder how a team of five
or seven eminent persons would
run these two institutions all
alone. without any control of
the ministry concerned.” said
Minister of State for Informa-
tion Prof Abu Sayeed recentl
in an interview with The Daily
Star. ,

Recalling his recent visit to
the BBC headquarters in Lon-
don, Sayeed said, "Despite the
fact that BBC enjoys autonomy,
its funding comes from the in-
formation ministry and there
persists some sort of govern-
ment control as well."

-

“Besides," said Sayeed, "there
is confusion among BTV and
Betar stafl whether they would
remain public servants any-
more if these two institutions
gain autonomous status.” Asked
what steps he, as the minister
concerned, has taken to remove
the confusion, Sayeed said, "I
am ha interactions with of-
ficials and emplo of these
media from time to time."
Asked how long it would take,
he said, "some more time."

- Hmf r, it to a IIUI;.I-

r ol people worki in the
electronic media uve!:g the last
one week, this correspondent

See Page 12 Col 5

Jamuna Bridge

Proposal fixing
tolls on vehicular
traffic okayed

By Staff Correspondent

The cabinet yesterday ap-
proved a communications
ministry proposal, fixing tolls
on vehicular traffic over the
Ja::lluna Bridge, cabinet sources
said.

The ministry proposal also
included tolls on the or
tions using the bridge for in-
stallation of electrify, gas
telecommunication and rail-
way links, the sources added.

The bridge, connecting the
northern part of the country
with the rest of Bangladesh, is
scheduled to be o on or be-
fore June 28, 1998. The esti-
mated cost of construction of
the bridge is Taka 6000 crore.

Different rates of toll has
been fixed for different cate-
gories of vehicles.

The Communications Min-

See Page 12 Col 1

Cadre service assocs

likely to go tfor
identical programmes

By Special Correspondent

Different cadre service asso-
ciations have expressed re-
sentment over the upgradation

of 329 BCS (Administration)

in different es in the
ational Pay Scale.
are likely to announce

identical action programmes

coincid with the abstention
from work for the whole day on
Janu t, announced on

Sunday by the central coordi-

6 shops looted

at Chittagong

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 29: Six
shops were looted by armed
miscreants within a span ol an
hour in Anderkilla area last

Bl decamped al-
ter five cocktails at
Ander crossing near Chit-

city c ration office,
wilnoodss aatd. .

nation council of Prokrichi,

grouping Engineers, Doctors
mwmts, SOUTICES COoIl-

The leaders of BCS taxation,
economic and other cadres were
in touch with each other, re-
viewing the situation and coor-
dinating their action pro-
grammes to press their de-
mands.

They will meet today to de-
cide their next course of action
to protest what thciy described
as illogical and impractical
::ﬁs to placate a icular

on of officials in group in-
terest.

Prokrichi has demanded re-

| of the order to restore par-
ty among the BCS cadres by
January 7. It will hold rallies at
the Institution of neers and
at the Krishibid Institution to-
day and submit a memorandum

tion. in a statement, E?I'M
concern over the situation
and said it would not help na-

tional development, It appealed
to the Prime Minister to repeal
the upgradation to ensure
unities to all cadres.
Meanwhile, representatives
of BCS Police Association yes-
terday submitted a memoran-

See Page 12 Col 8
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Peace accord

BNP to stage
demonstration
in city today

By Staff Correspondent
BNP will stage demonstra-
tion in the city today demand-
ing cancellation of the CHT ac-

cord and protesting price-hike

of essentials.
City unit of the main oppo-

sition will out
R
ternoon, said a release.

Sadek Hossain Khoka MP,
convenor of the city unit, in a
statement last night called
upon the party workers and
supporters to participate in the
demonstrations.

A day with a
difference

It was a day with a difference
for the Election Commission,
even for the whole ;

For the first time since the

] 1: L]
& S ey ol

ing was not cancelled W
any centre due to violence yes
terday, the 21st day of the elec-
tions across the country.

No clash was to the
EC till 10 last night, EC control
room sources said. "With no
electoral violence, polling in no

centre was cancelled yest "y
one source happily tulm

See Page 12 Col 2
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’No scope to scrap CHT accord’

BNP free to give opinion or

objection in JS: Nasim

Telecommunications Minis-
ter Mohammad Nasim, who is
to open talks with the

NP leadership, said yesterday
that the BNP s should join
the parliament and Cplacr: their
opinions on the CHT peace

“In a day or two, I'll talk to
the BNP secretary general and
other leaders and inﬂtq;]them to

their nion on the peace
f:urd in ;rtﬂlln'lﬂlt." he Pc:ajd

T to UNB at his Secre-
tariat office, Nasim said the
gﬂe accord, signed on Decem-

2. has not yet been given a
intuallw.lﬂﬂlwﬂlbc];}:cad
in the House and there’ll ex-
tensive discussion on it."

The draft bill. he said, will
be scrutinised at the Select
Committee before its on
by Parliament following the

turns

parliamentary procedure.
"Se, in the there will
be detafled scru the
t and BNP can give its
opinion or objection at differ-
ent stages,” Nasim said.

He added, "I think a national

a7
£

consensus can be built up
through discussion on the
propositions of the agreement
the opposition's opinions.”

All the Wﬂt. ex-
pressed about peace
accord bmymuld be removed
through discussion on it in the

Select Committee and also
within the chamber of Parlia-

By Shehab Ahmed

The fate of the Pallas's Eagle
in their last sanctuary in
Tahirpur thana of Sunamganj
still hangs in the balance.

Last year, the ment
leased 250 acres of hi
a grove of hijal and karac
trees, their last home in
Bangladesh, to a person with
im ant political connection
for Tk 91, for five :

This was ostensibly done to
increase revenue earning of the

L.

But the lessees’ target was to

rid of the trees, something

has done so far with quite
success, selling their ever green
branches to fishermen in Tan-
guar haor. a vast wetland.

As the remaining trees await
the lessees' axe, the majestic
Eagle finds it difficult to nest

dunnF its breeding season, or-
nithologists visiting the area
said. There are about 80 .
adults and sub-adults, living in
the area.

The Pallas's Eagle, known
locally as Kura, is listed as rare
in the world red book of endan-
gered species, compiled by the
International Union of Nature
(IUCN].

They retreated to the

hi . skirting the huge
wetland of Tanguar Haor. when
they found their nests dwin-
dling in other parts of that re-
gion and elsewhere in the coun-
try. When The Daily Star car-
ried a story on the fate of the

on November 25, the gov-
ernment decided to investigate.

An urgent message was [axed

See Page 12 Col B

No step yet to save last home
of Pallas's Eagle

Pallas's
numbered?

ment, the minister said.

Replying to a question about
the Hﬁm plea for scr the
agreement, he said "There is no
scope of cancelling the agree-
ment. Even had BNP been in
power, it would not scrap the

ace agreement in the face of

e demand of a party.”

He sald misunderstandings
created over the peace accord
were removed (o a large extent
following 'correct interpreta-
tions’' of the agreement by gov-
ermment leaders, ac ans,

journalists and prolessionals.

"Hesitation of the people in
the hill tracts has been removed
and they got back confidence in
it.” he :

Responding to another
query, . Who has been as-
signed to talk with the Opposi-

tion, said "if nec . 1 may
also talk to Leader of -
sition Begum Khaleda Zia" to
break the standoff facing the
Parliament.

“... and if opposition wants,
even Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina can sit with them and

See Page 12 Col 2

Eagle: Days are
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One of the garments

isa- |

workers injured in clashes in Ker
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rally: One killed

By Staff Correspondent

At least one person was
killed and about 30 people in-
cluding two policemen were in-
jured when a of miscreants
attacked a rally of nts
workers at Kaliganj Bazar in
Keran j near the city yester-
day afternoon.

Police identified the dead as
Zaman, 30. He died at the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-

- tal at about 9 pm.

The miscreants, equipped
with rods, hockey sticks and

sharp weapons, attacked the
rally of over two thousand
workers in front of their union
office at Noor Market.

The workers were demand-

ing fair wages and payment of
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six months' arrear wages, local
people and police said.

ere are some small-scale
garments factories in Kerani-
ganj which supply ready-made
wears to markets in the city.

There was a rumour ofl two
more deaths in the incident but
police or hospital sources could
not confirm it till last night.

Most of the injured workers
were aged between 25 and 30,
hﬂagl sources said.

f the injured persons, 15
were admitted to the DMCH,
Mitford Hospital and Orthope-
dic Hospital in the city. Others
were released after treatment.

Local people and some of the
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relatives at the Dhaka Medical College Hospital.

aﬁiganj yesterday being attended by

— Star photo

No provision for

widening bridges
in Dhanmondi
Lake project

By Staff Correspondent

Some residents of Dhan-
mondi area in the city have ex-
ressed their surprise that the

hanmondi Lake Development
Project has no provision for
widening the bridges in the area
to ease growing traffic jam.

They said that increase in
vehicular traffic In causing
regular traffic jam at both the
bridges at Dhanmondi. "It is
unfortunate that the lake devel-
opment project does not have a
solution to this enormous
problem,” said Enamul Haque.

According to plans available
from the developer's site office,
a "steel [ramed pedestrian
crossing” would be made alo

The residents said ﬂt:rrda:f.
particularly during school and
office hours, serious traffic jam

occurs at the narrow bri b

of the bri

Widening
solve the problem.

could only
they said.
e were assured in the past
that the would be
widened to ease the traffic
but now the project is under-
way without the component.”
said another resident of the
See Page 12 Col 4

Armed gang slaughters

three in Jessore

From Staff Correspondent -

KHULNA. Dec 29: Three per-
sons were slaughtered a
group of armed activists of 'an
outlawed party’ at village Shid-
dhipasha under Abhoynagar
thana of Jessore district on
Sunday night.

The victims were identified
as Mohiuddin Farazi, 45,
Hafilzur Rahman Farazi. 55,
and AL leader Abdul Aziz, 45.
The armed outlaws also looted
their houses.

Police said, the outlaws first

Meat prices
fixed for
Ramadan

Dhaka Cit

22 rly level crossings -

out of 51 illegal !

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Railway (BR) is
planning to remove unautho-
rised makeshift markets and
level crossings at various

nts on the rail track in and
around the city, according to
official sources.

There are 29 authorised level
crossings on the 39-km
Narayangan|-Tongi rail track
that passes through the city
while the number of unautho-
rised ones is 22.In the Dhaka-
Tongl section, there are 20 au-
thorised and 14 unauthorised
level crossings and in the
Dhaka-Nara anﬁ:nj section,
the number of authorised cross-
ings is nine and that of unau-
thorised ones is eight.

Some of the unauthorised
crossings are at Khilkhet,
Koshaibari, Azampur, Mem-
berbari, Pagla and Ganderia

Gumti. Most of the unautho-
rised crossings have been set up
by industrialists who have
thtul" factories beside the rail
track.

A number of unauthorised
makeshift markets have been
set up on the rail track at Khil-
Mﬁ.krslihqhﬂ;k:ﬂpnﬂ.
A i, Gopl ., Narayn-
ganj, Fatullah and Jurain level
crossings. Kawran Bazar fish
market near the FDC level
crossing is also unauthorised..

The unathorised markets
have been set up with the
backing of local itical lead-

ers, sts and mastans.
In the , the Raillway Au-
thorities p;:i time and n

evicted the encroachers but l':.?
managed a comeback soon af-
terwards. :

asked the villagers not to come
out of their houses by using
megaphone and then picked up
Mohiuddin, Hafiz and Abdul
Aziz from their respective
houses.

They took them to a nearby
field and slaughtered them.

To confirm their deaths, the
armed outlaws also fired shots
at them.

Police recovered the bodies
and sent them to Jessore Sadar
Hospital for autopsy.

ree separate cases were
filed with Abhoynagar thana in
this connection.

UNB adds: The slaughtered
three were close relatives of
Farazi, a chairman candidate
of Shiddhipasha union.

See Page 12 Col 4
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Security alert
delays Biman

flight from
Calcutta

By Special Correspondent

A Bangladesh Biman flight
from Calcutta to Dhaka yester-
day was delayed for more than
one hour and a half due to a se-"
curity alert at Dum Dum airport
in Calcutta, Biman sources
said.

The security at the Dum Dum
alrgnrl gave a message to the
Airbus captain 10 minutes be-
fore takeoff saying they had re-
ceived an information that
there would an attempt to hi-

jack the aircraft.

The Airbus A 310-300 was
carrying a full load of 219 pas-
sengers including some foreign-
ers. It was scheduled to land at
Zia International Airport at
1:05 pm.

Il took off after a thorough

See Page 12 Col 6

3 of a family
die of food
poisoning

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Dec 29: Three
members of a family died of
food poisoning after eating
cooked vegetables at their home
in village Sekanderkhali under
Amtali thana of Patuakhali
district yesterday.

Three other members of the
family also fell seriously ill as
all of them ate the foodstuff
during their meal at noon, wit-
ness said.

Fifteen-year-old Nasima
died in the house while her
mother Sonavan, 60, and sister
Firoza, 35, died at the Kalapara
Thana Health Complex.

The other three - Seuli, 10,
Shilpi, 18, and Hazera, 28, — are
now undergoing treatment at

Patuakhali General Hospital
and Amtali Thana Health
Complex. :

5 rifles looted
from Ansars

in Khulna

From Staff Corres t
up of
unidentified armed miscreants
looted five 303 rifles and 15 bul-
let from five Ansars who were
on duty at the Sundarban See
Foods Ltd and Ramnagar under
Rupsha thana, three kilometres
from the city.

Police said the miscreants
attacked the shrimp processing
plant and opened fire in which
Ansar Sher Ali received bullet
injuries. He has been admitted
to Sadar hospital in critical
condition.

They overpowered the
ansars at gun peoint and took
away the rifles,

Four ansars are reported to
have been closed to Alaipur
Ansar Camp for interrogation
and injured Sher Ali is under
p-::illce custody in Sadar Hospi-
tal.

New BUETTA

executives

By DU Correspondent

Prof Dr Md Abdur Razzak
Akand of the department of Me-
chanical Engineering and Dr
Hasib Mohammad Ahsan of the
department of Civil Engineer-
ing were elected president and
general secretary respectively
of the Teachers' Association of
Bangladesh University of Engi-
neering and Technology
(BUETTAJ.

Election to the ]3-member

-

1" KHULNA, Dec 29: A |

See Page 12 Col 1
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