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Nat’'l badminton

Elina & Nun
lift doubles
Crown

Sports Reporter
Elina and Nuri clinched the
women's doubles title of the

Meri 20th national badminton

championships when they
thrashed compatriots Momo
and Konika 15-1. 15-1 in an all

Biman final at the Pabna Sta-
dium Gymnasium yesterday.

The shuttlers ol the national
flag carrier also dominated in
the boys' singles semifinals
when Biman's Mahboob over-
came teammate Sarwar 15-10,
9-15 and 15-8 while Suman also
of Biman eliminated Rashed of
Ansars 15-9, 15-5.

Kashem Group
karate on

A two-day long Kashem
Group karate competi
in

tion
at the Ir:;l;c: Stadiunﬁss
Mu_'gu' 5 , reports ;
e ghaulin x[':mpk Martial
Art School and Bangladesh
Taekwandoo Association [BTA)
jointly organised the competi-
tion.
550 cipants represent-
31 clubs of the country are
part in the competition.
Eight events were decided
yesterday, the first tion was
scored by Shaila Sharif Ila in
24-kg women group; Nasrin
Akhter Nila in 36-kg women
group; Refsima Pi in 42-kg
women group; J a Khatun
Jhinuk in open competition;
Rajan in 25-kg male group; Al
Amin in 30-kg male group;
Kamrul Hasan in 35-kg mafc
p and Sajjad Hussain in 40-
male group.
State Minister for Land
Rashed Mosharraf inaugurated
the meet.
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[Lankans level the serie

Indi
‘Bm MARGAQO India.
. Dec 28: World
champions Sri
' Lanka beat India
L by five wickets in
nhw— the third and
final one-day match in the
western town of Margao today
to level the series at one game
apiece, s Reuters.

Play was held up briefly as
spectators threw missiles onto
the ground as India's defeat be-
came apparent.

India had won the first game
and the second was abandoned
due to poor pitch conditions.

Set to score 229 runs to win
at just over 4.5 runs an over, Sri
Lanka at no time looked to be
under pressure, with runs
flowing smoothly on a pitch
E‘:]EI'E the ball came onto the

L.

Master-blaster Sanath
Jayasuriya set the pace with
four blistering boundaries in
medium-pacer Debashish Mo-
hanty's first over.

He did not last long, how-
ever, slashing at a Mohanty de-
livery outside off-stump to be
caught brilliantly by a diving
Robin Singh at cover.

Aravinda de Silva settled
down quick]ly_rl. dampening the
home side's hopes. He stroked
his way to a masterly unbeaten
82 off only 93 balls with six
boundaries and a huge six. He
was named player-of-the-
match.

Roshan Mahanama was the
other major scorer with a pol-
ished knock of 46.

Earlier India. winning the
toss and ch to take first
strike, failed to capitalise on a
fine opening stand.

Ajay Jadeja (53) and
Saurav Ganguly (61) gave India
a solid start, put on 131 for

the first wicket before their de-
parture in quick succession left

agha

the Indian innings floundering.

Jadeja mis-timed a turning
delivery from Sanath Jaya-
suriya and skied to mid-off
where Muttiah Muralitharan
took a fine running catch.

Ganguly was caught at
square leg by Hashan Tilleker-
atne while attempting a sweep
off Muralitharan. His 61 runs
from 91 balls included a six and
four fours.

The other key Indian IJJla}rv
ers, Sachin Tendulkar, Navjot
Sidhu and Mohammad
Azharuddin all fell cheaply,
trying to step up the scoring

-l it .:.
e —————————— ]

A DE SILVA.... player-of-
match
rate.

Muralitharan was the most
successful bowler, finishin
with three for 53 off his 1
Overs,

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the third and
final one-day international be-
tween India and Sri Lanka on
Sunday:

st at Aravinda

==

INDIA
Jadeja ¢ Muralitharan b Jayasuriya 53
m: Tillekeratne b I.nz.nimrm 61
T r ¢ Sajeeva b Muralitharan 6
Azharuddin ¢ and b Muralitharan ?;
run out
m not out 19
Mongia ¢ Muralitharan b Sajeeva 14
Bahutule not out 0
Extras: (lb-13, w-20, nb-1) 34
Total (6 wickets in 50 overs) 228

Fall of wickets: 1-131: 2-134:
3-1562; 4-181; 5-190; 6-223.

O M R W
w 9 0 28 O
Sajeeva 8 0 X 1
Dharmasena 10 0 38 O
Muralitharan 10 2 53 3
Jayasuriya 10 0 &8 1
Aravinda 3 0 14 0
i SRI I.A!HIEA.
ayasuriya ¢ R Singh b Mohanty 17
hmu c m b Mohanty 14
b Bahutule 46
Aravinda not out 82
Ranatunga c Jadeja b Srinath 20
Kaluwitharana b 3 30
Dharmasena not out 5
Extras: (b-1, w-13, nb-1) 15

Total: (for five wickets in 48.2 overs) 229
Fall of wickets: 1-26; 2-72; 3-
125; 4-185; 5-220.
Did not bat: H Tillekeratne,
S De Silva, C Vaas, M Mu-
ralitharan

Bowﬂ.nﬁ: O M R W
Srinat 10 1 26 1
Mohanty 10 0 58 3
R Singh 5.2 1 229 O
Bahutule 10 0 486 1
Chauhan g 0 37 0

3 0 2 0
Tendulkar 1 0 7 0

Result: Sri Lanka won by
five wickets.

Player-of-the-match: Ar-
avinda-de-Silva.

First match: Guwahati, Dec
~ i i

Second match: Indore, Dec
25 — Abandoned.

Series drawn 1-1.

Across the Sino sporting spectrum

HONG KONG, Dec 28 (AFP):
Chen Yan? Jiang Who? Qut of
the blue, China, "bitter” at its
treatment by other nations,
has unleashed a new generation
of sports stars on what is
looking increasingly like a

revenge mission.
Dozens of records in swim-

ming, athletics, weightlifting
and other sports, plus a na-
tional games staged with the

eur of an Olympics, set the
world talking about Chinese
sport — and Yan and Jiang
Bo in particular.

Sixteen-year-old Chen came
from nowhere to break a 15-
year-old world record when she
swam the 400m individual

in 4 min 34.79 sec at the
national games in Shanghai.
Wu Yanyan, equally unknown,
set a women's 200m individual
medley world record of 2:09.72.

Jiang, the new teenage run-
ning sensation of supercoach
Ma Junren, smashed the wom-
en's world 5,000m record twice
in two years, roared on by
80,000 people in the Shanghal
Barrel tadium. Fellow
teenager Dong Yanmeil also
broke the old record.

China has again become the
world's best at badminton,
brought on stream new table
tennis champions and was even
tipped as a future Rugby Union
power after joining the inter-
national ru board.

But to the anger of Chinese
athletes and their cadres, too
dmuch of the talk is again of

8, secrecy and conspiracy.

Nghm:u womern, revgiiraﬂnn!
at the Rome World Swimming
Champions in 1994, go into the
World Championships in Perth
in January holding five of the
10 fastest times of 1997 in six of
the 13 individual Olympic
events.

But the reaction of rival

swimming powers has been dis-
belief,

Many openly say China has
not lurnecrfl?: lcsn}n;n from see-
ing seven swimmers, including
two world champions, fail drug
i‘.ﬂﬂjl at the 1994 Asian Games
n :

US swimming president
Carol Zaleski said she was
"shocked” at China's times. The
US body offered to pay for ran-
dom tests on aH Chinese
swimmers taking part in Perth.
Australian swimming coach
iEilw:ru Talbott joined the accusa-

ons.
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But Chinese sports leaders
insist their country has one of
the toughest anti-drug regimes
in the world. Chinese Swim-

Association president Guo
Qingl said the drug stories
were "fabricated rumours.”

"Around 500 of our swim-
mers undertook random tests at
training camps around the
country and the number of posi-
tive tests in China was lower
than anywhere else,” said Yuan
Weimin, one of the senior or-
éania:rs of the Shanghai

ames

Sports chiefs point to the
fact that more than 7,000
swimming ols have been
built around the country in the
past two years and around
10,000 children are undergoing

what Guo calls ."systematic
training” as potential starts of
the future.

China is just as defensive
over whether it will make a new
attempt to host the Olympics,
with the 2008 event the next to
be decided and several Chinese
cities — including Shanghai

and Hong Kong — known to be
keen on a share.
International Olymplic

Committee president Juan An-
tonio Samaranch publicly-
urged China to put itself for-
ward.

But the Chinese Olympic
Committee (COC) is reluctant

after the humiliating way it lost
to ney for the 2 Games.
dst continui Chinese
accusations that "political fac-
tors" decided the 2 bid, COC

secre general Tu Mingde
said China endured "a very!:it-
ter lesson” in the attempt.

"China will definitely, |
think sometime in the future,
host an Olympic Games,” he
said, before adding, “The timin
of a bid is very important an
also very sensitive "

Nearly every Chinese coach,
from Ma Junren to national
swimming coach Zhang Xion
now insist their portages wi
peak for the Asian Games in
1998 and more importantly
Sydney 2000.

Ma says his runners are on
target to "produce miracles” at
the next Olympics, Wang
Junxia, women's 5, 000m
Olympic champion and
10, world record holder, is

back out of retirement and aim-
ing for Sydney.

And that worries Australia
which is spending heavily on

its own programme to prepare
winners, ere is a lot of talk
in international sporting cir-
cles that China is aiming to get
its cwn back for losing the 2000
Games.” said one Asian sports
leader.

But China is investing
across the sporting spectrum.

The state sporting machine
has packed off tennis players to
the Nick Bollettieri Academy in
Florida and footballers to learn
the beautiful game in Braazil,
though the national team made
a public apology to the nation
after failing to reach the World
Cup finals.

The women weightlifters
broke around 20 world records

at the World Championships in

Thailand this month, but they
also have a drug shadow hang-

. clared t

ing over them after three dis-
qualifications at the national
games.

No-one can doubt China's
tdunliinatia?ln of table tennis af-
er virtually the titles
at the World Cﬁﬁpiunahi s
and are again on a par with In-
donesia in Badminton after
winning the Sudirman Cup
mixed team world title.

But how many outside
Asia noticed when golfer Zhang
Lianwei came sixth at the Euro-

an tour's Volvo masters in
pain this :

China has made inroads
into rowing world titles and is
confidently putting teenagers
through punishing triathlon
training routines, having de-

years.
'The world has been warned.
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Former Brazilian international Jorginho (top) of Kashima
Antlers heads during a Emperor's Cup semifinal match
against Tokyo Gas FC on Dec 28. Antlers won 3-1.
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 alm is. Sydney in twa..b

Game Two
drawn

GRONINGEN, Netherlands,
Dec 28: Viswanathan Anand of
India and Michael Adams of
England fought their way to a
second successive draw on Sat-
urday, remaining deadlocked in
their best-of-four World Chess
Chamﬂnahip eliminator, re-
ports ters.

Anand, ranked third in the
world, was playing with the
white pieces and opened with
the queen's t.

& :ghm i ”hthc imuali;l?e
ro much o e game, but
ﬁlamat dell'mdad :.greedmm{l and

e two players a draw
after 48 moves.

Their first game on Friday
was drawn in 55 moves.

Iran’s WC
address

YSSINGEAUX, France, Dec
28: Iran's team for the 1998
World Cup will be based in a
chateau belonging to the French
national pastry school in the
town of Yaainsgtaux. the mayor's
:f;ice said Saturday, reports

The Chateau du Mont-
barnier, home to the Ecole Na-
tionale Superieure de Patisserie
(National Pastry School) was
chosen after an inspection by
Iran's ambassador to France
and the team trainer.

The Iranian team chose
Chateau du Montbarnier after it
met several strict requirements
regarding the practice of Islam,
food and the presence of
women, sald Bernard Gallot,
deputy mayor.

The town of Yssingeaux is
located about 40 kilometers (25
miles) southwest of Saint-Eti-
enne, one of the 10 French cities
that are host to the 1998 World

Security was another factor
in choosing Yssingeaux.

The United States, which

will meet Iran in round one, in-
sisted that the Iranian team be
located at least 100 kilometres
(60 miles) away for security rea-
S0Mns.
The US team will be based in
Saint-Jean-d'Ardieres, a village
of 1,200 people on the Rhone
River, which is about 120 kilo-
metres (75 miles) northeast of
Yssingeaux.

Weightlifting
Three new national records
were set up in three t cate-
guries on the first day of the
2nd national weightlifting

championships at the Mo-
hammad Ali Boxing Stadium

yesterday, reports :

Officers’ club
bridge

The monthly duplicate pairs
bridge tournament of Officers’

}i}g 1 6
Enll‘:b wil] s gﬁ&jgﬂzpunw at 6

Poborsky on

the move

LONDON, Dec 28: Manch-
ester United's Czech midfielder
Karel Poborsky is set to join
Portugal's Benfica, a United Di-
rector said on Saturday, reports
Reuters.

PuborskJ. signed for 3.5 mil-
lion pounds (5.9 million dol-
lars) from Slavia Pragcuc after
the 1996 European Champi-
onship. is in Portugal dis-
cussing financial terms, Mau-
rice Watkins told reporters.

Poborsky, 25, has been un-
able to secure a place in the En-

glish champions' side this sea-
SOr

" Thai boxer
dethroned

SONGKHLA, Thailand, Dec
28: South African boxer Zolani
Lepetelo succeeded Saturday in
snatching the International
Boxing Federation mini-fly-
weight title in a fourth round
knockout of Thali champion

Rattanapol Dutchboygym, re-
paruAl-EI?

Dutchboygym, in his fifth
title defence. went down for the
count two minutes in the fourth
round after receiving a series of
13 punches from the sixth
ranked contender.

The lanky Lepetelo used his
su or reach to dominate the
fight with right jabs and a
strong left hook to the face,
while Rattanapol successively
missed the target.
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Aussies

MELBOURNE, Dec
28: Fast bowler
Allan Donald
took three top or-
der Australian
wickets to put
South Africa back
in contention in the first Test at

s - ol

the Melbourne Cricket Ground .

today, reports AFP.

After dismissing South
Alfrica for 186, Australia fin-
ished the third day on 67 for
four with Donald dismissing
Matthew Elliott, Greg Blewett
and Mark Waugh in a devastat-

ing early spell.
Australia, who scored 309 in

their first innings, have a 190

lock

JUDGE FOR YOURSELF: South African all-rounder

Che Dhaify Sar 11

assume control

no shot and was struck high on
the pads, West Indian uimnpire
Steve Bucknor had no hesita-
tion.

Blewett, who batted well for
26 in the first innings, lasted
Just seven balls for six, edging a
delivery head high to Brian
McMillan at second slip.

Mark again proved a disap-

intment under pressure when

e was bowled by Donald for
one following his duck in the
first innings.

New ball partner Shaun Pol-
ot the crucial wicket of
Steve Wa for 17. Steve, who
hit a solid 96 in the first in-
nings, was caught off a glove
down the legside by a diving

Shaun Pollock pads up way outside the stump to a Shane
Warne delivery while Aussie Wicketkeeper Ian Healy
,appeals during the third day of the first Test in
Melbourne on Dec 28. To Pollock's disbelief and many
others, the umpire gave him out leg before wicket.

run lead with skipper Mark
Taylor on 30 and first innings
centurion Ricky Ponting not
out on eight.

Taylor, desperate for the
right start to the tough three
match series, batted for 156
minutes and faced 118 balls up
to stumps.

Donald, bearing down on
Hugh Tayfield's South African
. L7Q . Test wickets, re-
moved Elliott for one, Blewett
for six and Mark for one to
leave Australia on 12 for three
at one stage.

Donald, known as white
lighting, now has 168 victims

Elliott competed a sorry
match, following his six in the
first innings, when he offered

.wereslooking

— AP/UNB photo

wicketkeeper Dave Richardson.

The South Africans were
fighting to prevent every run as
Australia attempted to build an
insurmountable fourth innings
target on a pitch that has ham-
pered stroke making since the
start of the match.

With the threat of Aus-
tralian leg spinner Shane
Warne to come, South Africa
at the prospect of a
torrid time after their poor first
inmings.

Paceman Michael Kasprow-
icz and Warne took three wick-
ets each as South Africa lost
five wickets for 39 runs in 74
minutes after lunch to be all out
for 186.

South Africa crumbled after
the loss of McMillan, one of

wicketkeeper lan Healv's four
catches to be out for 48 and
leave the Proteas at 182 for
eight.

Three of South Africa's post
lunch wickets were lbw dl::i-
sions, one of them a con-
tentious verdict by Bucknor to
dismiss Pollock.

Pollock stretched well for-
ward down the wicket to Warne,
but was given out for seven.

Part-time spinner Mark
Waugh chipped in with the
wickets of top scorer Gary
Kirsten for 83 and Dave
Richardson for one.

Kirsten was also a eved
and left the wicket shaking his
head at the decision of Aus-
tralian umpire Steve Randell
after he was given out caught by
riealy as he attempted to cut the
bowler.

Television replays proved
inconclusive but it was a vital
breakthrough for Australia,
ending a 62-run partnership,
Kirsten, faced 256 balls and hit
seven fours.

It was left-handed Kirsten's

est score Australia,
fo his 67 in the second
Test in Sydney on the last tour

here in 1994.

Warne finished with 3 for 64
off 42 overs, while Kasprowicz.
who was sparingly used by
skipper Taylor, claimed 3 for 28
off 13.5 overs, rounded off by
bowling Pat Symcox for four,

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the third day
of the first Test between Aus-
tralia and South Africa at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground on
Sunday:

AUSTRALIA: First innings
309 (Ponting 105, S Waugh 96;
Symcox 4-69, Donald 3-74)

SOUTH AFRICA: First in-
nings (overnight 94 for four)
Bacher ¢ Healy b Kasprowicz
Kirsten ¢ Healy b M Waugh
Kallis ¢ Healy b McGrath
Cullinan run out
Cronje c Blewett b Wamne
McMillan ¢ Healy b Kasprowicz
Pollock lbw b Warne
Richardson Ibw b M Waugh
Klusener lbw b Wame
Symcox b Kasprowicz
Donald not out
Extras: (Ib—2-w-1, nh-6)
Total: [all out)

Fall of wkts: 1-28; 2-62:
4-76; 5-138; 6-155; 7-158:
9-182.
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Reiffel 14

Kasprowicz 13.5

Wammne 42 15

M Wau 18 8

SWa 2 0 12
AUSTRALIA: Second in-

nings

Elliott Ibw b Donald

Taylor not out

Blewett ¢ McMillan b Donald

M Waugh b Donald

5 Waugh ¢ Richardson b Pollock

Ponting not out

Extras: (b-2, Ib-1, nb-1})

Total: ffor four wkts) . :
fﬁﬁuf wkts: 1-4; 2-10: '314
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m 12 5 14 3
Pollock 7 2 16 1
Symcox 16 B 28 0
cMillan 2 8] 6 O

Umpires: Steve Bucknor [W
Indies), Steve Randell
(Australia}.
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World championships from Jan 8
US natants arrive in Perth

SYDNEY, Dec 28
(AFP): The United
States team is
wary of Australia
and China in the
medal hunt at
next month's World Swimming
Championships in Perth.

The 43 stmn% American
squad including live Atlanta
Olympic individual champions,
arrived here today ahead of the
Jan 8 event and spoke of the
threat posed by the raisin
Australian team and the recor
breaking feats of China's fe-
male swimmers.

"Australia is going to be
there definitely, it's their home
court, so [ think Australia is
definitely looking very good."
said US men's head coach John
Urbancek at Sydney airport.

“We don't know which team
will show up from China and
who they're bringing and that
might make it interesting for
the women," Urbancek added.

The recent performances by
the Chinese women have re-
vived suspicions of possible

9:00 Cartoons Real Ghost

drug use that surfaced following
their domination of the 1994
Rome World Championships
where they won 12 of the 16
wolinen's events.

‘In 1994, it was very hard be-
cause the Chinese were under
suspicious circumstances and
indeed it seems the same thing
has happened just recently, set-
ting a couple of world records

from people who have never
been in the top 50 in the world
before,” S women's

co=captain, BJ Bedford said.

"So we're definitely up
against some really scary com-
petition, we expect a lot out of
ourselves and we have a lot of
pride in our country and repre-
senting our country.”

The US squad includes
quadruple Atlantic Olympic
champion Amy van Dyken,
world 400 metres individual
medley, record holder Tom
Dolan and two other 1996 indi-
vidual gold medalists in back-
strokers Brad Bridgewater and
Beth Botsfored and [reestyler

4:30 Vakalal Ep 39 5:00 Celeste

Brooke Bennett.

Bedford rated the US wom-
en's team one of the strongest
for a long time.

"I know a lot of people who
have done their best times
throughout this season In
Fre aration for this meet,” Bed-
ord said.

However, he felt the Ameri-
cans prospects in the distance
freestyle events were "question-
able” following the withdrawal
through injury of their leading
200, 400 and 1500 metre swim-
mer Chad Karvin.

"Obviously, that a Australi-
a's strength and right now it's
probably our weakness looking
at this meet, but the rest of the
field. 1 think we're going to be
very competitive.

‘We have the world record
for the 400 metre event, breast-
stroke looks like it's going to be
an outstanding event, sprint
events are traditionally good
for the us. Especially the relays,
so | think we have our

strengths.”
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