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Coconut oil

possible cure
for AIDS!

MANILA, Dec 28: A Philip-
pine legislator asked the gov-
ernment today to allocate funds
to boost research on the use of
coconut oil as a possible cure
for the virus that causes AIDS,

Reuter. "
- Congressman Ramon a-
tsing urged the health andaﬁle
science and technology de-

e

Benazir blasts Washington
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Post for clubbing her
with Marcos, Mobutu

WASHINGTON, Dec 28: For-
mer Pakistan Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto evidently re-
sents lum in the same
category with the likes of con-

The Post article titled "Chas-
t¢ned Swiss Banks Search for
Key to New Prosperity - and Re-
spect,” pointed out that account
sSecr in Swiss banks over the

Inﬁternational e

Off the Record

Titanic's final hours

HALIFAX, Nova Scotia: Wireless operator Robert Hunston
received the distress call late the night of April 14, 1912, reports
AP.

But for B5 years, his two es of handwritten notes —
describing the minute-by-minute devel as he and two
colleagues tried to get help for the doomed Titanic — were kept
secret by his family.

A new multimedia display of Titanic artifacts at the
Maritime Museum of the Atlantic in Halifax prompted his

sents fo parsue the find: victed corrupt politicians like decades had brought money I ]
ipng”; of US-biI:sed biochemiat Ferdinand Marcos of the flowing in, "most netably from . Dlgnm{'_‘.rnnnhn Tﬁgﬁﬂ'hc museum said the log
Mary Ening that the fatty acid Philippines and Mobutu Sese  controversial political figures | " /e most concise summaries about what to the

i mo in secret Swiss banks, future.” O : anulengcru: jﬂj © lifel am
could Kill the human immun reports India Abroad News The article datelined Zurich, keenels- Iy soame 1 Peope o 20, Mebpnix

odeficiency virus (HIV).

HIV causes Acquired Im-
mune Deficiency Syndrome
(AIDS).

"We are duty bound to sup-

rt more research into Dr
nig's discovery, not only be-
cause of the increasing number
of Filipinos threatened by the
HIV, but also because we are

Service.

In a letter to The Washington
Post protesting a recent article,
Benazir wrote that "the insinu-
ation that | used 'secret’ Swiss
banks to hide ill-gotten monies
supposedly obtained while
Prime Minister of Pakistan is
both unconscionable journal-

which detailed recent contro-
versies encountered by these
banks, said, "The names of de-
ceased or living corrupt or al-
legedly corrupt national leaders
with money frozen in Swiss
bank accounts is a sort of re-

' verse honour roll.”

It said. "Ferdinand Marcos

survived.

"I just think of three
Newfoundland in the dark,
said. “The chief operator at
friend of the chief

guys in a little radio hut in
to all this happen,” Conlin
Cape Race, Walter Gray, was the best
ator on the Titanic, who died.”
Hunston's daughter, Molly Russell, said her father never
spoke of the disaster.

"He was a quiet man, and wireless messages were
confidential," she said. "When the ncwup%&:rs tried to get

among the world's top produc- ::m “:";'! misieading to Post (6367 mlgj.}"';"i ﬁmﬂiﬂn:r:’a? %ﬁﬂ &nmmm%pe mmg gltlm'jﬂt 10:25 m 14
of coconut oil", said ats- aders. Gortari _ : - ' . logged : April 14,
ing 3 the At Pakistan's Swiss: ‘Bhutto (814.2 millon) and | 1913. eaying colicague James Goodwin heard a call

ing, former chairman o
committee on science and tech-
nology in the house of represen-

authorities have blocked
around 20 million Swiss francs

Mobutu Sese Seko (more than

from the Titanic. Ten minutes later. the Titanic revealed that it
had hit an iceberg, saying, "We require immediate assistance.”

$4.2 million) are among the po-
(813.6 million) in bank ac- e

counts held by Benazir, her |
jailed husband Asif Ali Zardari
and her mother Nusrat. The

At 10:43, Hunston wrote the Titanic sought help from the
Californian, believed to have been in the vicinity. Marine
historians have since debated why the Californian didn't

respond. Consensus is the radio operator was probably asleep at

i -'_'.:;_.a 1

Santa Claus visits the Saddam Hospital for children in Baghdad to distribute gifts and
medicine Saturday. A chartered plane from Iceland's Peace 2000 Institute arrived at Iraq's

tatives.
In October, Ening told a
posium of Southeast Asian
coconut oll producers in Manila

that studies had shown that | Habania airport Friday to bring Santa Claus with gifts and medicines. = — AP/UNB photo | move was the consequence of a tthLiiﬁn:n minutes later, Hunston's log reveals: "Titanic tells
lauric oils might be a suitable petition from a ment set German steamer 'have struck and 3

supplement in the diet regimens
of HIV-infected individuals be-
cause of their high lauric acid
concentration.

UK urges Zambia
to charge or free

Kaunda soon

LONDON., Dec 28: Britain on
Saturday urged Zambia to

quickly charge or release for-

I.Nlp by present Prime Minister
awaz Sharif to investigate

corruption among politicians.
Benazir said that "placing
my name in the same para-
graph with convicted corrupt
liticlans such as Ferdinand
arcos, Mobutu Sese Seko and
Raul Salinas de Gotari leaves
readers with a strong impres-
sion of guilt by association.”
She said “lends me to be-
lieve that the current regime in
Pakistan has been all too suc-

At 11:36, the Olympic, a ship in the area, the Titanic
where it was stecnf:ﬁi_ Hunston recorded the Titanic's reply: "We
are putting women off in boats.”

t 12:50 am, April 15, the Virginian called Caﬁe Race and
said it had lost contact with the Titanic and that the last
signals, 23 minutes edarlier, were "blurred and ended abruptly.”

"After daylight, news commences to arrive from ships
stating Cm;pnthh picked up 20 boats of people,” Hunston whote.
"No word of any more being saved.”

Dedicated smuggler

ROME: A Colombian drug smuggler who swallowed more

'Saddam may use holy month of
Ramadan to conceal weapons'

PRINCE SULTAN AIR BASE,
Saudi Arabia, Dec 28: Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein
could use the Islamic holy
month of Ramadan to further
conceal Iraq's chemical and bi-

said. The Iragi military proba-
bly will lie dormant. and the
chance of US military action is
remote..

"l doubt u'rmuaIJ
would do anythi

inu%cctlnna in places that UN-
SCOM really, truly expects
something might be hidden, the
better the chance is that some-
thing could be hidden to the
point where we could get a cold

that we

uring Ra-

mer president Kenneth Kaunda. | ological weapons from UN in- trail and lose it." madan.” Zinni said. "Because of | cessful in persuading venerable than a kilogramme of cocaine in Rome airport when a

held in a maximum security | spectors. the general in charge The United States and UN al-  the way they do Ramadan, they | institutions to IEHIJW art > packet of the drugs burst in his stomach, police said Saturday,

jail after his Christmas Day ar- | of US forces in the Gulf said MNes have been pressing Iraq to  virtually shut down ... Militar- | and parcel what are nulgtng i TEP_?‘}';“ iﬁ?FP

rest, reports Reuter. Saturday, reports AP. open to weapons inspection ({ly, it means we're pmhahly‘ﬁ- more than politically moti- . ] e 27- -old whose identity has not been published, took
Foreign Office Minister Marine Corps Gen. Anthony scores of sensitive sights in- ing to be frozen in place for that | vated innuendo and slander litical figures with deposits ill during the t from to Rome and was declared dead

Tony Lloyd added to interna- | Zinni, setting out on a four-day cluding some of Saddam's pres-  period.” about me." confi by Swiss police.” on arrival in Italy, police said, adding that the incident

tional criticism levelled at | regional tour, predicted a quiet idential palaces. Though Iraq Zinni heads the US Central Benazir wrote, “The fact re- "But they are just the tip of occurred in recent days.

Zambian President Frederick | Ramadan militarily but warned has given nd to in ors Command, which is responsi- | mains that while the current the iceberg,” the article said. A man who accompanied him on the flight was arrested on

Chiluba for detaining his polit- | that Irag may use the hol recently, it has decl many ble for an arc of countries me governing Pakistan has “Corrupt dictators may roll in suspicion of drug smuggling.

ical rival Kaunda, 73, appar- | month, which begins next week, sites off-limits and denied it  stretching from Kenya and So- pri%llcly and with great fanfare with millions, but their com-

ently in connection with an | against the international in- holds chemical or biological malia in Africa. across the | accused me and my family of bined funds are small compared mﬁ'.tat!

abortive coup attempt two | spections by agents of the UN weapons. ‘Middle East, to m and Iran. | corrupt practices (the same ac- with the other contents of the

months ago. special commission, or UN- madan, marked by day-  His position was Gen. H | cusa that were used as a ' bank vaults.” LONDON: A s motorist caught by a roadside camera
Lloyd said in a statement he | SCOM. time fasting, is the most sacred Norman Schwarzkopf{ during | tenuous excuse for dismissal of It noted that " s from | tried to play a little joke when police sent a penalty notice,

was "extremely concerned"” to "If they are hiding things month of Islam's lunar calen- the Gulf War, and if tension | my us t), more organised crime figures, drug AP.

hear of the arrest, adding that | and moving things, (Ramadan) dar. It begins next Wednesday at  with Iraq should rise to the | than 12 months later no lords and other shady charac- The notice included a photograph of the car, the date and the

Britain would continue to | could give them the time and the latest. t of conflict, Zinni would | charges have been filed nor evi- ters also are a relatively small speed, and demanded pa of a 40 (dirs 65) fine. The

“monitor the situation closely.” | the cover to do it," Zinni told During the holy period, the commander in ; dence that in way portion of total deposits.” It motorist sent a ph aph of a check. Superintendent Deryck
"The Zambian authorities | reporters traveling with him to when daytime activity in most A key priority for Zinni is to | implicates me or my f y in  said, "These days, as they are Farmer said in a hm? message to a newspaper in Crewe, in

must complete their investiga- | this sprawling air base, from Muslim countries tapers off ensure that leaders in Kuwait, | ill activities.” fighting to restore their reputa- northwest E :

tions with all speed and either | which US warplanes conduct significantly, Iraqi officials Saudi Arabia and other Gulf asserted that the "accu- tion, Swiss banks frequent! Police sent a photo of a pair of handcuffs, and the

charge or release Dr Kaunda.”

flights over Iraq.
the

probably be unavailable to
"The longer we go without

escort inspection teams, Zinni

Iy |

turn their backs on suc
clients.”

countries su the
US military mr:, s

sations are unfounded, unsub-
stantiated and baseless.”

| Congress (I) seeks ban
on publication of

motorist the message. mailed a check, Farmer lﬁd
The nignottnrut was not identified.

Lankan navy chief narrowly |

ritish minister said.
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OIC officials to meet in Feb: 1.; | opmon pO]lS i k borb exp H,ﬂﬂﬁ,, Kilo
officials from the Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC turely in southern Sri Lanka

will meet in Luxor in February to discuss counter-terrorism NEW DELHI, Dec 28: Indian's

but fall short of a majority in | today, narrowly missing Navy

-action, an Egyptian official said on Saturday, AFP reports from Congress (I) Party, struggling in Parliament. Chief Cecil Tissera and killing
Cairo an election cnmpajﬁn. t a¥ It said the BJP and its allies | three would-be-assassins, po-
“The officials will examine implementation of the decision sought a ban on pu tion o would win 234 to 249 seats in r lice said, reports AFP.
by the OIC summit in Tehran for cooperation between member opinion polls, alleging they the 545-seat parliament, up The separatist Liberation
countries on the battle against terrorism,” said Foreign were biased in favour of Hindu from 194 in the previous House. | Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
Ministry official Sayed Al Masri. nationalists, AFP. The survey added the | were possibly trying to kill vice
- : Congress official H. Hanu- ess Party could also gain | Admiral Tissera who was in the
Tornado hits central Florida: manthappa said many surveys  in the pols, the C said | area shortly before the huge ex-
A tornado tore through two central Florida communities early ﬁﬂﬁmﬁwmanw ﬂctorya mwtﬂ: lTwrvv:t};r:iﬂmba“gﬂun s gral gllilt?’epﬂmuwm
Saturday, demolishing about 60 homes and injuring eight I s A SR s polling We that His s i
pROpiEwitt Teports trom mps. ; India's 600 on voters. "Almost all surveys con- | LTTE truck going on a suicide
hristmas tree ornaments were strewn across the ground 'I?}: I I Siiited & ihe e :jlrcct{i:urr:u i ng o
along with personal belongings and twisted aluminum siding. Pt s chmmlm Hatie b 5 the BIP and get 2 mn!ﬂ “ﬂﬂl Iml : thlchenn
The twister that struck Winter Haven and Haines was of a ' e = y vy
said the Hindu nationalist later found wide off the mark, commander.

up of severe thunderstorms that swamped Florida's Gulf

oast with heavy rain, flooding low-lying areas around Tampa Bhara Ja_lumlﬂ P)iﬂ]f (BJP, gus:lt?le "This gives the impres- mﬁp;ﬁr% lﬁl;l the truck hu{
Bay. It destroyed 53 mobile homes in Haines City, and severely, I:Id:lme ‘mt! iy thl mgtyfr; uhull:l . m wu:_mgmnmd, 50(? awalm mt}mmmu
damaged 10 others in three mobile home parks in Winter S s po managed tored. metres y from vy said.

Haven, local officials said. Dozens more had lesser damage.

Unidentified assailants opened fire on a police patrol van b ¢ SR RERTNE o
Saturday, killing a constable in a violence-plagued area of '- Al e
Pakistan's largest city Karachi. police said, reports AFP.

The attack occurred in the eastern Liaquatabad district,

| US exvecutes more prisoners | Mc
in '97 than any ersince '52 i

WASHINGTON, Dec 28: More punishment is administered.
murderers were executed in US This year, 17 of the 38 states

to curb sex trade
in Australia

ADELAIDE, Australia, Dec and make life very difficult for

where a political activist belonging to Mutihadda Qaumi prisons in 1997 than at :;13' with death-penalty laws im- | 28: Australia's justice minister ~ them.

Movement (MQM) was gunned down by unknown people on time in the 42 years, posed what courts call the ulti- | on Sunﬂwmad the gov- She said the slation

Thursday, they said. Police said there was no apparent link be- the pace of executions is ex- mate punishment. Texas was | ermmment push for tougher would have no on the

tween the two incidents. pected to rise as the 20th cen- farantinwayﬂml:&dtrwima? laws to curb the burgeoning sex current sex indu in Aus-

Road mishap claims 27 in P iR ADS o eeme RS ] e A A s Tagtatied: WOl b6
O 1Ims 1l reru. ' e had a larger number ustralia, . _ s ation

A bus packed with holiday travelers struck a rock that had Seventy-four of the nation's of cases Amanda Vanstone said there = aimed specifically at get-

y due to a bac
rolled on to the highway and then tumbled down a more than 3,200 death row in- gl':ll 1996," said Ward Tisdale | was every likelihood draft laws

......
]

nsﬁunémigﬂ' kﬂﬂngf 7 ;ﬂld wounding 36, firefighters said ﬁl‘:ﬂ W"l':l'l: cxnc.;.lﬂted Hlim E}-HT: Taxas attorney general's ?;ég be ::nl;lpdllc:fi by the ::n.d Asian girls Illlnm Australia,
urday, reports ; most since were . expected keeping them in servile condi-
The iccldeneﬂhaprgﬁed ﬂg‘?‘iday night near the town of | [T Lt A~ death in 1955. No state has ad- "It's hard to predict the num- | bill to be presented to parlia-  tions as sex slaves.”

Huacrapuquio, 120 miles (195 kins) east of Lima. in Peru's cen- ditional executions scheduled ber of executions we'll see in | ment in the next six months. She said were between
tral Andes mountains, said the head of the local fire station, fur}_rhﬁem‘ n“tliﬂo?lﬂn i <iiii éig?u t'i’:-ét]:‘t:]* ﬂltl,filékg'-_‘}l}: it will n&;r?:dtwgilm ;: m::ﬂ 300 sex slaves in Aus-

Crisanto Shiraishi. The bus was on its way from the ﬂimf

Huancayo to Ayacucho when it struck the large rock that down the track, and Vanstone said Australia's

Executions were virtually

specdlng sure we can get at the organisers
it's very crime

WARILGH PN I MICSTOB iy ra - Shiraist sdid, Kiis e Mias e haille MO0, Of SV e A 1908 BY R | O e e I R e
. - 18t1 1 i ; ow, IL, oI, ©CO € OVer a state 88
Farrakhan arrives in Liberia; | o -una Krasoyskaya smiles after she won the Miss eV | ine"beatn Penalty Information law aimed at g up ap. | place that deals with sex slaves  being a key destination for the
1S Natior of [3lam leader Lotils FarcaleRan atetied by Libeia contest ;.n PRy MUNIALNS ay night. flt;;aﬁ hlom Centre, a Washington-based peals. The law eventually was | 2s prostitutes, but we want to get  procurement of young women to
on Saturday as part of a marathon "world friendship tour," of | 2 student of Kiev's University. — AP photo I group critical of how capital upheld. at the perpetrators of this crime ' work in the sex industry.

more than 50 countries, AFP says from Monrovia.

Farrakhan at the head of a 24-member delegation, is to meet
Liberian President Charles Taylor during the two day visit, he
last visited the country in 1995 during its Civil War. Far-
rakhan's 54-natio~ tour has aroused the anger of the United
States for taking him to countries such as Libya and Iraq.

Car-train collision claims 2 in Belgium: wo
people were killed and around 30 were injured when a train
crashed irto A car at a level crossing in southern um on
Saturday, state radio quoted railway officials as saying, AFP
reports from Brussels.

'97 not a Very gbod ye_ar for

The train, on the line between Liege and Mouscron, slammed
into the car, instantly killing its two occupants, near Andenne,
50 kilometres (30 miles) from Liege. Two of the train's carriages

derailed in the impact, slightly injuring around 30 passengers.

Ostrich kills woman in SA: A 63.year-
old South African woman has died in hospital after being

attacked by an enraged ostrich, police said yesterday, Reuter
says from Cape Town.

A statement said Anna Hendricks and her husband were
both attacked by the ostrich two weeks ago while crossing a
field outside C;ﬂ:»e Town. They were admitted to hospital and
Mrs Hendricks died of her injuries on Friday. Her husband has

been discharged.
Bomb es bridge in Albanian town: a
bomb damaged a bridge near the centre of the southern
Albanian town ufﬂmkastra Saturday, the official Ata news
agency reported, report from Tirana.
The blast, the tenth in the area in less than a month, also
damaged a number of buildings near the bridge over the river
Drino, which links the city to the eastern suburb of Lunxheria.

Sudanese bomber shot down:

A Sudanese air force Mig 21 fighter bomber was shot down over
an area held by southern Sudan rebels, a newspaper reported
Saturday, AP reports from Kampala.

The plane was downed near the border town of Nimule,

which is held by the Sudan People's Liberation Army, the gov-
ernment-owned New Vision aaidI.J L

ME peace process: Albright

WASHINGTON, Dec 28: Sec-
re of State Madeleine Al-
bright summed up the Israel's
Palestinian impasse, and
America's own flounderin
Mideast diplomacy in just 1
words 1997 she said has "not
been a very good year for the

Nor did December's Paris
talks with Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat and Israell Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
brighten this bleak landscape.
F}? :B:‘inign tﬁ;:rﬂ'icia]a later 11&:3
t ou any progress
o iy i

Previous rounds of talks
between the two leaders organ-
ised by Albright have also
failed resolve the diu‘})ute
over Israeli settlement bu

that has stymied progress be-
tween

apr_ll%.

s summer's anti-Israeli
attacks added to a brew of mu-
tual dislike and mistrust be-
tween Arafat and Netanyahu,
negotiations lurched forward
under orders from Wash

but neither side was really lis-

e

the two sides since

tening.

Al t's style starkly con-
trasted with that of her prede-
cessor Warren Christopher,
who traipsed to the Middle East
24 times in four years.

Instead Albright waited until
July to meet with the major
peace players. Then, with little
achieved, she announced, "1 will
not come back just to tread wa-
tﬂ.ﬂ

She invited the two camps to
"take the tough decisions”

Washington could not take for
them. anslation call me
when yoy're ready, she added.

Nonetheless Albright, and
her infatigable sidekick Dennis
Ross, continued to prod both
sides to renew talks, at Septem-
ber's UN General Assembly
meeting in New York Albright
coaxed promises from Israeli
counterpart David' Levy and
Palestinian number two
Mahmd Abbas to negotiate in
Washington.

Once there, the US urged the
gieltialnm Ttg fill out their

::El on, e talks went

For his part, Netanyahu
tumed a ear to US ts
to halt settlement b in

the West Bank. In fact, settle-
ment construction has jumped
23 per cent during the second
quarter of the year, an Israeli
peace group
America's failure to sway the
Israeli government over the
months has alienated the Arab
world. The Middle East eco-
nomic conference in Doha,
Qatar, was a case in point, Is-
rael's attendance caused even
g:r:; :rm;' like Emst and
i Arabia to US pleas
and stay at mm

" Even worse, former Gulf War
allies gave a cold shoulder to
Washington's latest’ efforts to
mobilise force against Iragi
leader Saddam Hussein.

Instead, President Bill Clin-
ton was forced to tﬂl:r his
diplomatic cards to bitter
end to keep the coalition from
ﬂﬂgg and then was forced to
rots” to

a few "little car-
se the crisis as Al-
bright described it at the time.

Afghanistan refugees board a truck trying to escape from front-line villages north of Kabul
on Saturday. As a result of the continuation of fighting in the area between Taliban and
their opposition, thousands of people had moved from their homes in the north of Kabul.

— AP/UNB photo



