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Blue bags

8 posts,
White 7

By DU Correspondent

Pro-Awami League Blue
panel and Pro-BNP ite panel
shared the 15 in the execu-

tive committee of Dhaka Uni-
versity Teachers Association
(DUTA) in the elections, held

yesterday.

S e g g o

tary and White 1 secured
seven posts including that of
president of DUTA.

The election of DUTA was
held at the Dhaka University
Club from 10 am to 2 pm. Prof
Hadiuzzaman conducted the
election in which 908 teachers
cast their votes. Member candi-
date from the Blue panel Prof
Shahadat Ali got the highest
mumber of votes — 521.

White panel candidate Prof
Dr AFM Yusuf Haider of
Physics department and

provost of Surya Sen hall was

elected President. He 444
voles as t his in-
cumbent t and Blue

el candidate Prof Mostafa

Prof Dr RIM Aminur Rashid
of Blue panel was elected Vice
President. He got 473 voles and
his rival White panel candidate

See Page 12 Col 3

5 shot as JCD,
BCL clash at

Dhaka College

By Staff Correspondent
At least five received
bullet wounds in a clash be-
tween the activists of BCL and
JCD at Dhaka College yester-

The clash began following
an altercation between some ac-
tivists of the two rival student
organisations near the college
canteen at about 11:30 am.

The feudin oups chased |
each other. At least ten gun-
shots were fired during the
Ing & meciing of the hiscs Car

a meeti -
Md%ﬂ.

WitnieSedg said three of the {

ﬁﬁ‘ were_iden as
wat Hossain alias Ma-

sum and Oasim Afag. both stu-
dents of Dhaka College, and
Shahidul Islam alias Kamal,
reportedly a student of Dhaka
University.

Police said they took Oasim
to Dhaka Medical Hos-
pital for treatment while details
about others could not be
known immediately.

None was arrested and no
case was lod in this connec-
tion till filing of this report last
night.

3 held on charge
of killing 3 Ctg
BCL activists

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 28: Police
in a pre-dawn s on a house
at Chaildatoli under Panch-
laish thana in the city today ar-
rested three persons in connec-
tion with the killing of three
Chhatra League activists on
Friday.

They are Nazimuddin, Mon-
sur am and Nizamuddin,
known as members of Nasir
Bahini and associates of one
Jasim, accused in the case file
in connection with the kil]inf.

Nasir Bahini is backed by Is-
lami Chhatra Shibir, student
wing of Jamaat-e-Islami.

Police also recovered two
foreign-made ﬁuna during the
raid, made following a tip-off.
Police said the house was
Jasim's hideout.

Commissioner of Chittago
Metropolitan Police Asrafu
Huda said three teams of po-
licemen have been engaged to
continue the drive for arresting
the killers.

Raids were made at different
places in the city last night to
arrest the killers, he said.
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Change outlook, reco

Daily Star conference of ’Youn—g_

Professionals & Entrepreneurs’

By Staff Correspondent

Over 400 young professionals and entrepreneurs
at a conference convened by The Daily Star yester-
day expressed the view that young people had been
ignored in policy making process over the last 26

years since Independence.

This has deprived the nation from making
greater strides in growth sectors like software, bio-
technology, information technology, power and
telecommunication, they opined. This has also pre-
vented expansion of backward linkages in the
readymade garments sector.

The conference was participated by young people
between the ages 25 and 35. The cross-section of
men and women were from several professions and
included doctors, lawyers, engineers, teachers,
bankers, bureaucrats, NGO executives, architects

and businessmen.

The four-hour programme vibrated with life as
at least 50 young men and women eagerly sought
the floor to put forward ideas and suggestions por-
traying their vision of Bangladesh in the 21st cen-

tury.

The conference of "Young Professionals and En-

trepreneurs" was organised in

Work abstention

The Central Coordination
Council of Engineers, ul-
turists and Physicians, belong-
ing to different cadres of

adesh Civil Service, have
called a full day 'abstention
from work' on January B {f
their demand for parity among
all BCS cadres is not met by
January 7,
This was announced by MAK

Azad, Chairman of the Council, - - mmm.u e

ata conference yesterday.

programme will be an-
nounced after January 8 if the
demand remains unheeded, he
said in a written statement read
out at the press ence.
Other leaders of the three pro-
fessional groups were also pre-
sent.

The recent upgradation of
certain ts bene the BCS
(Administration} cadres, has
triggered sharp reaction among
other cadres of the civil service,
he said

After the press conference,
the Prokrichi leaders met Fi-
nance Minister SAMS Kibria in

the afternoon in a pre-sched-
uled appointment. They dis-
cussed their problems with the

See Page 12 Col 2

By Special Correspondent

minister and informed him
their action programme,
sources in the Council said.

But the meeting failed to re-
solve the issue. e finance
minister advised them to meet
the Prime Minister to explain
their demands. He also assured
them of conveying their reac-

tion to the PM. the sources
added

Frade tertain posts of the BCS
Administration) Cadre. bene-
fiting mainly the field level

RUTA polls
Jan §

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Dec 28: The
election to the executive com-
mittee of the Rajshahi Univer-
sity Teachers' Assoclation
EERUTM will be held on January

Two panels — one from Mod-
erate Group and the other from
pro-Awami League and pro-Na-
tionalist — are contesting the

See Page 12 Col 7
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auditorium in the city yesterday.

on Jan 8 threatened

Meet demand for parity
by Jan 7 : Prokrichi

administrators, also drew flaks
from the Police Officers’ Wel-
fare Association whose leaders
have already lobbied with the
litical adviser to the Prime
inister to air their grievances.
Azad told newsmen that the
upgradation hall created dj -
ity among officials of other
cadres and was likely to stir un-
rest in the administration.

-He.sald that semeé unidenti- -

fied officials belonging to the
Administration cadres were re-
sponsible for creating the dis-
parily. "Some conspiratorial
quarters have always put the
government in embarrassin

situations at the expense o

their personal benefits.”

Azad said the Prime Minis-
ter had assured them when they
called on her earlier that the
Pay Commission would remove
the anomaljes.

Akhter Hossain, a leader of
the Coordination Council,
blamed certain junior officials
in the Prime Minister's Office
for creating the problem to get
their scales changed

Secretary General of the BCS

See Page 12 Col 1

1 fertilizer and stone chips from

Industrial policy in a month

Thrust on pvt sector

The draft of a new Industrial
Policy. which identified the
privite sector to be the main
player in the country's indus-
trialisation, was placed yester-
day before a government com-
mittee for its consideration, re-
ports UNB.

The 34-member full commit-
tee on formulation of the Indus-
trial Policy in a meeting in the
city reviewed the draft and took
some decisions, aiming to an-
nounce the policy within next
one month.

The meeting, chaired by In-
dustries and Commerce Minis-
ter Tofael Ahmed, discussed
pros and cons of the draft policy
and gave the committee mem-
bers seven days to submit their
opinions and suggestions on the
draft.

A six-member committee
headed by the industries secre-
tary has also been formed to
scrutinise the recommenda-
tions and include those in the
final report. The committee has
been given 15 days to finish the
task.

An official handout said the

draft policy envisaged the
achieving of a dominant indus-
trial sector for rapid GDP
growth by developing an exter-
nally competitive industrial
base in a period of liberalisa-
tion and globalisation.

The draft emphasised the
need for developing a modern
entreprenurship to fully utilise
the domestic potential and re-
sources. It noted that a vibrant
private sector would be the
dominant factor in the coun-
try s industrial scenario.

The draft also emphasised
export-oriented and labour-in-
tensive industrialisation with
highemrnductiﬂty and work-
ers skill.

Tofael told the m:r.tin% that
the government wants to frame
a realistic industrial policy, to
be acceptable to all quarters, for
its continuation, even after the
change of the government.

He said parliament members
from all political parties hav-
ing representation in the House
were made members of the
committee with a view to for-
mulating a prudent industrial

policy on the basis of consen-
SUS.

Calling the private sector as
the engine ol growth, the minis-
ter sald the industrial policy
should be a ‘promoter’ of export-
led industrial units apart from
production of consumer goods.

The government has identi-
fied some thrust sectors like
textiles including readymade
Farmtml. compuler soltware,
rozen food and leather to boost
export, he said. addin
should be incorporat
industrial policy. ?

‘We have huge unexploited
and under-exploited domestic
resources which can contribute
much for establishing small
and medium scale industries in
the semi urban and sural areas.”
Tofael added.

The meeting decided to coopt
SM Akram MP and industrial-
ist Din Muhammad as members
of the full committee.

Saber Hossain Chowdhury
MFP. Ashiqur Rahman MP, AKM
Mosharraf Hossain MP, M
Tajul Islam MP, Bangladesh

See Page 12 Col 1
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BR losing Rs 5
lakh a month at

3 border points

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Railway is los-
ing about five lakh Indian Ru-
pees every month due to absence
of custom clearance facilities at
| some entry points with India

du the two weekly holidays,
accord """
The

L to official sources.
is paying a demur-
mﬁ::nfahmﬂ Rs 119.000 to the
Indian Railway every week for
delay in custom clearance due
to lack of such facilities during
the two days. .
Railway ns are used for
importing items like cement,

etk - s e
hatipar” Btrol custo
points . where the facilities are
now available five working
days of the week.

“Absence of custom facilities
in the two weekly holidays also
creates operational problems at
those stations.” said a source in
the BR which receives two or
three trains from India every
day. Round the week customs
clearance [acilities are avail-
able at Indian entry points, the
sources said. Such facilities are
now available only at the Ka-
malapur station. they added.

The BR has requested the Na-
tional Board of Revenue to en-
sure round the week customs
fhrfkin% facilities at Dar-
shana. Rohanpur and Birol

rallway stations , the sources

5
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Bird flu: HK
to kill & burn

all chickens

HONG KONG, Dec 28 Hon
Kong will kill and burn a
chickens in the territory in a
bid to rid itself of the 'bird flu’
that has killed four people and
aroused fears worldwide of an
epidemic, the government said

today, reports Reuter.
The radical sltr, in which up
to 1.3 million chickens from

about 1,000 markets and 160

farms in Hong Kong will go up

in smoke starting on Monday,

follows a ban on imports from

mainland China and intensive
robes into the mysterious
iller disease.

As an additional measure,
Director of Health Margaret
Chan told a news conference
that all poultry in retail mar-
kets, including geese and ducks
kept near chickens, would be
destroyed.

Officials said about 1.000
personnel would be involved in
{ the mass slaughter.

The Dhaka University li-
brary has a very small collec-
tion of useful books. journals
and periodicals compared to the
studentsi needs.

Most of the students who use
the library say they do not get
the required books and jour-
nals. Although the DU authori-
ties claim that that the library
is the bhiggest in the countr
with more than five lakh rufv
lections, students say the
shelves are filled up with age-
old books and other materials
which have no relevance now
and are useless.

Sources in the library say
poor management and mainte
nance, non-return of books by
the users and lack of funds for
purchasing new books created

oms -
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WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE P2
OF DIFFERENT TYPES. AY,
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Participants in The Daily Star Conference of Young Professionals and Entrepreneurs held at the British Council
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Foreign doctors to

be allowed in
pvt hospitals

By Naimul Haq

The ment has decided
to allow foreign doctors to work
in private hospitals and foreign
investors to set up hospitals in
the country under joint venture
. according to official sources.

Foreign doctors will be given
registration with the Bangla-
desh Medical and Dental Coun-
cil (BMDC) for a 'limited period’
to work in hospitals but they
will not be allowed to te
practice. The ratio of nr:lgn
and local doctors will be
decided by the authorities of the
hospitals but sources in the
health ministry said it may be
1:3. Any such hospital under
{nint venture would be of at
east 250 beds.

The health ministry earlier
gave a proposal in this regard
and it is now awaiting final ap-
proval from the Board of In-
vestment, the sources said. Any
foreign investment has to be
approved by the BOI

"We have been considering
foreign investment in the
health sector to provide im-
proved healthcare services and
transfer of technology.” said
Health Secretary Mohammad

Ali while talking to The Daily
Star Friday. |

He said. "The decision was
taken primarily to encourage
foreign investment in the pri-
vate sector and to supplement
the existing deficiency of local
consultants especially in the
disciplines of neurology. cardi-
ology and nephrology.”

ording to the proposal,
Hmited ment wf] 'us)s'n be
allowed in those hospitals

which require improvement.

The proposal also men-
tioned that technology transfer
will be free of cost for local doc-
tors so that they feel encour-
aged.

The idea of allowing doctors
and foreign investment in the
health sector, has however, not

been welcomed by the
Bangladesh Medical Associa-
tion (BMA),

BMA President Dr Rashid-E-
Mahbub, when asked to com-
ment said, "The whole concept
will serve two purposes. trans-
fer of technology and business.”

He said, "We appreciate the
first one but there are doubts if

See Page 12 Col 1
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“Export-related problems
to be discussed today

By Govinda Shil

The National Committee on
Export Promotion meets today
to find remedies to the ongoin
Elrnblrms at Chittagong an

ongla ports, review export
performance and discuss devel-
opment of the software industry
in Bangladesh, officials said.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will preside over the
meeting to be attended by Fi-
nance Minister SAMS Kibria,
Commerce Minister Tofail
Ahmed. Shi ptn% Minister
ASM Abdur b, Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Abdus Samad
Azad, chamber leaders and ex-
porters.

The first five months of the
current fiscal saw export earn-
ing rise by about 20 per cent
over that in the corresponding
period last year and a two per
cent increase against the target,
but exporters are complaining
that there are problems galore.

The exporters of knitwear,
hosiery and finished leather
products. who could not attain
the export targets during the
July-November period, would
like to see directives coming
from the highest authorities to

| resolve problems hindering

By M M Aminul Islam

the present situation. The few
current collections are now
with the teachers, they said.

iOnce a teacher takes a book
. he keeps it for years together.
Sometimes they take books for
their wards and relativesi, a
source said.

iln the érare sectioni of the
library, there are some irrele-
vant and age-old annual reports
of the United Nations and its
agencies and some books on the

nited States, gifted by the

USIS when its library was
shifted from the Jiban Bima
Bhabarn.i one student claimed.

Only teachers and re-
searchers of the university have
access (o the érare sectioni
where Lhere are some current
books and journals. Books and

their rts.

The readymade garment in-
dustry surpassed its target by
about Tk 558 crore. fetching Tk
5,242 crore against a projection
of Tk 4,684 crore during July-
November.

Knitwear products fell short
of its target by Tk 337 crore.
earning 1,503 crore against
a target of Tk 1,840 crore

"I will tell the Prime Minis.
ter about the problems we are
currently facing with the bank-
ing system in rescheduling
loans and preparing our busi-
ness documents,” BGMEA pres-
ident Mostafa Golam Quddus
told The Daily Star yesterday.

Quddus said repeated neet-
ings with the finance minister
could not help untangle the bu-
reaucratic knots at the min-
istry.

A top finished leather ex-

rter said funds for procuring

ides and skin. duty anomalies
regarding import DF chemicals
for leather processing and other
inconsistent policies were re-
sponsible for low exports by the
industry.

Finished leather exports

See Page 12 Col 8

M DU library in poor health

ournals are often lost from the
ibrary. mainly from the érare
section .1 it was also alleged.

International journals and
periodicals are made available
to the students only when they
are sent to the ¢journal sectiom
after four or five years of entry
into the university

The éreference sectioni of
the university is in a very de
plorable mnrﬁtiﬂn with no sup
ply ol current reading materi
als. Even the latest edition of
the most common SIPRI Year
Book or Europa Year Book are
not available there

Talking to the Daily Star,
the librarian said the budget
for the library is not enough to
meet the increasing demand of

See Page 12 Col |

Crash-landing

Cabin crew

Interviewed:
Sound of voice

recorder poor
Star Report

The investigators probing
the recent crash-landing of Bi-
man's F-28 aircraft interviewed
its cabin crew yesterday.

The six-member committee
headed by Group Captain Igbal
of the Civil Aviation Authority
also replayed the cockpit voice
recorder.

But the sound was too poor,
making it difficult to decipher
anything out of it.

The black box and the voice
recorder were yel to be sent
abroad for decoding, Civil Avia-
tion sources said.

The recorder contains the
conversation between the crew
and the air traffic controllers
before it lost contact,

The plane had crash-landed
ont a wet land, eight km off the
runway of Sylhet airport on
Monday.

The management board of
the Biman yesterday held a
meeting to assess, among other
thing, the situation following
the accident that sent the air-
liner's domestic schedules in
disarray.

Biman has four aircraft in
its domestic fleet. Another F-28

See Page 12 Col 5

Monitoring of
Ganges water
flow from Jan 1

A team of water experts
leaves Dhaka for West Bengal
today to monitor flow of the
Ganges waters at three points of
the Farakka Barrage., Joint
River Commission sources said,

| reports BSS.

Water exports of Bangladesh
and India will jointly start
monitoring on January 1.

The experts will monitor the
water flow at Farakka and
Hardinge Bridge points during
the five-month-long lean pe-
riod — January to May — and
make reports to their respective
governments.

The exercise is a part of the
30-year-loag indo- adesh
Water Sharing Treaty sighied in
December last year.

Business summit

Diplomatic efforts
to finalise date
will continue

The National Committee for
the Bangladesh-India-Pakistan
business sumimnit held a meeting
in the city vesterday to review
the latest development regard-
ing the holding of the summit,
reports UNB.

Chaired by Foreign Minister
Abdus Samad Azad, the meeting
decided that Foreign Minist
should continue to contact bot
New Delhi and Islamabad
through diplomatic channel to
finalise the date and other ar-
rangements of the summit.

The summit, which was
scheduled for November 23,
was postponed due to com-
pelling circumstances.

Tender documents
relating to JMB
management
okayed

The 59th Board meeting of
the Jamuna Multipurpose
Bridge Authority was held yes-
terday at its conference room
with Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain in the chair, re-
ports UNB.

The meeting scrutinised and
approved the tender documents
relating lo post-construction
management and maintenance
of the bridge.

It also took a decision relat-
ing to maintenance and secu-
rity of the JMB Prﬂj't‘ft for an
interim period from January-
June 98, said a PID handout.

The Board discussed
progress of the under-construc-
tion tourist centres at both ends
of the bridge as well as its man-
agement and maintenance
works, and recommended to the
bridge authority for taking the
necessary steps,

The meeting approved sev-
eral orders under the four main

See Page 12 Col B

Degree (Hons)
exams under NU
begin today

The ftinal examinations of
HA. B5SS, B Com and BSc hon-
ours Part-3 of 1996, under the
National University begins to-
day. reports LINB.

A total of 14,479 candidates

- 9,486 male and 4,993 female
will take part in the examina-
tions from 40 centres of 43 col-
leges throughout the country.

All preparations have beer
completed to take the examina-
tions, which will continue till
March 4. 1998 said a press re-
lease yesterday.

The university authorities
have sought cooperation of all
concerned in holding the exam-
inations peacefully.



