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Abu Hena visits Munshiganj
71 hurt in clashes, polling

At least 71 ple were in-
jured and polling in 12 centres
cancelled due to electoral vio-
lence yesterday.

In Sherpur, 50 people were
injured in polls related violence
in Dhala and Kamaria union
gillrishad election in Sadar

ana.

A control room source told
UNB, polling in four centres of
the two unions were postponed
following the clashes.

The centres are: Kuhakanda
Bigpara Non-Govt Primary
School and Chandernagar
Nayapara Govt Primary School
in Dhala and Khunwa Govt
Primary School and Raghu-
nathpur Tajul Islam Dakhil
Madrashah in Kamaria.

In Sirajganj, 21 people were
injured in two separate clashes
during UP elections in two
unions of Raiganj thana.

Eleven of them were
wounded in a clash at Ghurka
Government Primary School
polling centre between the sup-

rters of two member candi-
dates of Ghurka union parishad
election.

Of the injured, the member
candidate and Awami League
leader Abdul Mannan (46) was
admitted to the Sirajganj Gen-
eral Hospital while 4 others at
different local clinics.

Another clash at Amsara
village of Dhubil union in the
same thana between the sup-

rters of the two chairman
candidates left 10 people in-
jured.
Election Commission sour-

By Staff Correspondent

ces said: Polling in 12 centres
were cancelled yesterday, the
19th day of the union parishad
elections across the country.

Elections were held in a total
of 2195 centres in 241 unions
under 32 thanas of 29 districts
on the day.

Meanwhile, Chief Election
Commissioner Mohammad
Abu Hena visited 13
polling centres in unions
under Sadar thana of Munshi-
g::rllj district. The unions are

chashar, Bajrajogini, Ram-
pal and Mah i.

As soon as the CEC went to
Munshiganj. BNP MP Abdul
Hai appeared before him to
complain that tl:::rpcnm of
aru lrﬁ party-b candidate
were votes in certain
centres including Adariatala

Primary School centre in Pan-
chasar union.

The CEC, accompanied by
Deputy Commissioner, Super-
intendent of Police and group of
newsmen, visited all the cen-

tres. the BNP legislator had -
complained about. After a lot of
queries to e incl vot-
ers, polling officials and
at the venue, he came to learn
that 'a sort of scuffle’ took
between the polling agents of
the rival chairman candidates
at Adariatala centre. Abu Hena
cwi':ln visited t:_l: house of a
po t who was allegedly
oust rom a booth rivals.
However, the agent was not at
home. _
The CEC then wanted to
know from the chairman can-
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Mostafapur Branch,
Madaripur =

has been shifted from

its previous address of

Madaripur Textile Mills Compound
P. O. Mostafapur P. S. Madaripur,
Dist. Madaripur

To

Mouja -Boro Maher, Dag No. 179

Khatian No. RS 590, 591
(Mostafapur Bus stand)
P. O. Mostafapur P. S. Madaripur,
Dist. Madaripur

We draw kind attention of
our patrons.
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Sobhan receiving a citation and crest from
Abdullah Abu Sayeed of Biswa Sahitya Kendra at a civic
reception accorded to him in the city yesterday.. Star photo

Traffic congestion
From page 1

mostly trucks, are now wai
;tﬂtlu three ghats.” said an ;I.?g
over telephone from Aricha
ghat yesterday.
He, however, said that it will
take two more days
normal situation with smooth

fa'liy service,

n the meantime, BIWTC has
special measures to in-
tensify ferry services at the
Aricha ghat. Four more ferries,

now under repair, will soon
24 ferries oper-

3

join the fleet
ating at present.

Picnic

for Dhaka at about 2:45

Gas explosion
damages shrimps

worth Tk 4cr

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Dec 27: Ex le
frozen shrimps worth about Tk
four crore were due to

an explosion in the ammonia
m at the freezing plant of
Sea Foods at t Rup-
sha on Thursday.
However, none was injured
in the explosion.
Ershad
From page |

secretary Prof Humayun Kabir

Hiru said. "the act of not allow-
i former President and JP
Chairman HM Ershad MP to
enter the cantonment for at-

m" the janaza is totally il-

Ershad was stopped at the
Banani check post at 1:30 pm
and was not allowed to enter the
cantonment yesterday while he
was going there to attend the
janaza.

‘It is immoral to obstruct a
Muslim from attending the
Janaza, it's a direct interference
in religious and fundamental
rights of a citizen,” Hiru said.

Rabi crops

From page 1

char areas along the two sides
of Padma, Jamuna and Ma-
hananda have gone under water
as the Indian authority

the sluice gates of Far to
save some areas on their side
from inundation due to exces-
sive rains, the sources said.

symbol of revolution rit,
said. He earmed s spiw
confidence of all sections of
people irrespective of their so-
cial status and political differ-
ence for his moral values and
patriotism, they observed.
The reception ceremony be-
m with a welcome address by
ullah Abu Sayeed, president
of the Biswa Shahittaya
Kendra. Binaiok Sen read a pa-
per highlighting important

events of his life.

The Daily Star Editor Mah-
fuz Anam. adviser to the
caretaker ment Wahiud-

din Mahmud, Zillur Rahman
Sﬂddigﬁe. Rashed Khan Menon,
MM ash, Director of BIDS
Abu Abdullah, AMA Muhit,
Bhorer Kago| Editor Matiur
Rahman. economist Atiur
Rahman, trade union leader
Monzurul Ahsan Khan and

roprietor of the University

ess Limited Mohiuddin Ah-
mad spoke on the occasion.
Khan Sarwar Murshid presided
over the function.

Prof Rehman Sobhan in re-
Hly said, "I really feel | am not

t for such an honour”.

"In our time, we worked In
group and were simply a part of
a big political and social pro-
cess and still we are the part of
that process, Prof Rehman said
adding "Today's reception, as |
feel, is recognising a generation
whicp formed part of the pro-

DUTA polls
today

Election to the Dhaka Uni-
versity Teachers' Association
(DUTA) will be held today. re-

UNB.

Voting will start at 9 am and
continue till 2 pm without any
break at the Dhaka University
Club. Some 1.100 teachers of
the university will cast their
voles Lo elect 15 executives of
DUTA for 1998.

Two panels — Blue and White
— are con the election.

Incumbent DUTA president
Prof Mostafa Chowdhury of Po-
litical Science and general sec-
retary Dr Hossain Mansur of
Geology are contesting for the

The other panel's idates
for these posts are Prof AFM
Yousuf Haider of Physics and
Prof Nazrul Islam of Psychol-

ogy.
Road link

From page 1
The workers all that the
authorities closed the mills
without lI.)rnr:-pnl.-.r notice to deprive
them of their monthly sal
for November and the Eid
bonuses.

E——

Wilful loan defaulters

He identified political influ-
ence as a main problem in
bﬂwmmmcm-
tor. is working against
the defaulters because they get
political . he maintained.

"We also have to differenti-
ate the wilful and fraud default-
ers from the ones who are vic-
tims of circumstances,” Haroon
said, "There is no reason why
actions should not be taken
against the criminal defaulters.
But those who are ﬂﬂ of
government decisions tax
structure could be dealt with
ﬁrnugh bank-client relation-

p."

Haroon also identified the
recent reporting on defaulters
ias a ‘media trial ahndldnaid thﬂ;
$ no nt in ho suc

“The whole business class

h mmﬂ?‘m exposing
nai?:wcam dcfr:yuding,"hc

Hnwc;mr. his remark was
contradicted Editor Motiur

Rahman andti{n m w
mty - T
Motiur Rahman said it is the
of the press to write on de-
ers while [brahim Khaled
said, "Whatlsﬂmuucd’keqln‘?
ﬁnurdlmmhiddm. Rntﬁr:r,
is known to everyone, it ma
create pain .hutltnanbcmxrﬂi
quickly." :
Wahiduddin Mahmud, a

leading economist and former
adviser in the caretaker gov-

du
fa

ermmment, said the financial sec-
tor must be recovered from its
weak state now for effective
private investment.

"To overcome the crisis of
the financial sector, there must
al be honest intention of
the authorities in the
government. This intention
musi be expressed frequently to
create an enabling environ-
ment for reform,” he said.

Dr Moin Khan, a BNP MP
and form:hsitat: minister for
time has come to

analyse how public money has
been used and misused for pri-
vate investment. This is a
problem that cannot be cured
ust by publishing names of de-

aulters to create social Im:a-
oans

sure. It is not right that
can be realised by pressurising

Maid murdered in

city: 2 arrested

By Staff Correspondent

A teenage maid was found

1 dead at her master's flat at Naya

Paltan under Motijheel thana
yesterday

On recei information,
police went to s and re-
covered the of Be-
gl.;_rn. 18, from third floor of
a four-st .

Police mapectedmg?hat Shefali

was murdered on Friday night.
The motive of the murder could
not be known immediately.

Meanwhile, Motijheel police
arrested two s, identified
as Ripon and Bazlur Rahman as
suspects. Both of them are the
emp s of a business house
OWT) Abdul Mannan, the
master of the maid.

Police said, Mannan along
with his family members went
to his village home in Daud-
kandi thana of Comilla district
on Friday morning keeping
Shefali alone in the flat.

Mannan, at the time of his
departure, requested owner of
the Bazlur Rahman, to
,l;rakc;r:grcnfhiuﬂatand maid.

esterday morning, Jahanara,
rqu.ndlyy a dweller of a
building went to the flat of
Mannan and found the door

open.

bod?ﬂ;c Betall Bitg on 1
o i lying on the
floor. There was a scarf around
her neck and the body was tied
up. However the body didn't

bear any of . A knife
was found de the . po-
lice said.

this, Jahanara cried
out and informed the landlord
who honed police at once.
The was sent to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
morgue for autopsy.
A case under section 302 was
lodged with Motijheel thana in
connection with the murder.

'BNP won't return

From page 1

“But we will have to stay and
we cannot allow such |
to succeed ... Therefore, it's our
sacred duty to protect every
inch of our land,” she said and
called upon all "nationalist, pa-
triotic and Islamic forces” and
professionals to unite to safe-
guard national interests.

Referring to her governmen-
U's negotiations with the PCJSS,
earlier, the former prime min-
ister said that despite their ef-
forts for peace tbhyc}' did not l:g
any agreement acocs.ﬂ_mf
“unjust and unconstitutional
demands of the terrorists.”

“We believe there can be no
accord at the cost of national
interest and we tried to reach an
even agreement.”

Referring to the proposed
Regional Council (RC) in the
CHT and its rs a provided

in the accord, the BNP chief
said, "The RC appears to be an
alternative government within
the government. The agreement
has snatched constitutional

powers of the Tovcnuwnt."
The Opposition leader also

warned the government against
"its conspiracy to hand over the

gas-oil blocks to foreigners”.

In her 32-minute speech, Be-

m Zia also bitterly criticised
the 18-month-old government
of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina for its “failure in all
fields.”

"Over the last 18 months,
this ment achieved noth-
ing and used all its s to
oppress its political o ts.
It has only finished the work
undertaken by the BNP gov-
ernment. It failed to do any-
tlmglluelf." she said.

aired by the city BNP con-
venor Sadek Hossain Khoka,
{!:'Irl-". th:b:;metmg was also ad-
essed party secretary -
eral Abdul Ha!:man Ehui;.:nn.
MP and some other central
leaders including Abdus Salam
Talukdar, Dr Khandakar
Mosharraf Hossain, MP,
Moudud Ahmed, Mir Shawkat
Ali, MK Anwar, MP, M Shamsul
Islam, MP, Akbar Hossain, MP,
Haris Choudhury, Abdul Has-
nat, Mirza Abbas and Selima
Rahman.

The ;:allr was rounded off
with a eulfyral programme,
{Jrcl:nted by Jasas, BNP's cul-
ural front.
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WE MOURN

We, at Sunbeams condole the

E demise of Maj. Gen. (Rtd)
Abdul Mannaf, Chairman of

f the Governing body of

Sunbeams, who expired on

R the 27th of December ‘97 at

1:30 am (Inna . . . .). May

Allah rest his soul in peace

and give his family strength

to bear the loss.
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