His Majesty King Birendra Bir
Bikram Shah Dev

M 1945: Kathmandu

sof :
His late Majcstg King Mahendra Bir Bikram Shah and late
Crown Princess Indra Rajya Laxmi Devi Shah.

e:
Early education at St. Jose Ehs School, IIlteua64 [Indlil]
her studies at Eton College (England), 1959-1
uf ukyu (Japan) and Harvard Uniwrsity (USA), (1967- 1963]

Marﬂcd Her Maj::sty Queen Aishwarya Rajya Laxmi Devi
Shah, 1970; s:2; d:1

Royal Career :

Declared Heir-Apparent to the Throne of the Kingdom of
Nepal, 1955; Coming-of-Age Ceremony, conferred the title of
Grand Master of all Orders of the Kingdom of Nepal and
Colonel-in-Chief of the Royal Nepalese Army, 1964; Ascended
the Throne, 1972; Patron, Rnyal Nepal Academy of Science of
Technology, King Mahendra Trust for Nature Cunacrvatiun
Lumbini Dew:lupm:nt Trust and Pashupati Area Development
Trust; Chancellor, Tribhuvan University and Mahendra Sanskrit

University.
Participation :

Observer :

First Non-Aligned Summit, Belgrade, (Yugoslavia), 1961;
Tenth Anniversary Celebrations of Bandung Conference,
Jakarta (Indonesia), 1965.

Leader of Nepalese Delegation :

Fourth Non-Aligned Summit, Algiers (Algeria), 1973; Fifth
Non-Aligned Summit, Colombo (Sri Lanka), 1976, Sixth Non-
Aligned Summit, Havana, (Cuba), 1979; Seventh Non-Al
Summit, New Delhi (India), 1983; First SAARC Summit, Dhaka
(Bangladesh), 1985; Eighth Non-Aligned Summit, Harare
(Zimbabwe), 1986; Second SAARC Summit, Bangalore (India),
1986; Third SAARC Summit, Kathmandu {N:K ), 1937 Fourth
SAARC Summit, [slamabad (Pakistan), 1988; Ninth Nun-Ailgn:d
Summit, Belgrade (Yugoslavia), 1989.

Others :

Inaugurated the World Conference on Religion and Culture,
Madural (India), 1977, Addressed the UN Conference on Prob-
lems of Least Developed Countries, Paris (France), 1981; At-
tended the Nepal National Day at Tsukuba Expo '85, Tsukuba
(Japan), 1985; Attended the Commemoration of 50 years qf
peace aftt-r the end of the Second World War in Europe (United
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Kingdom), 1995.
Visited :
State Visits :

Special Supplement
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India, 1973; China, 1973; Yugoslavia, 1975; USSR, 1976;

Bangladesh, 1978; J
dom, 1980; t. 1981;
1983;: Thailan

. 1978;

Lanka, 1980; United King-

. 1983: United States of America,
1984: Australia, 1985; Federal
Gcrmany IBEE Flnlnnd 1989; Denmark, IBBB

blh: of
1993'
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China, 1993; Republic of France, 1994.

Visits :

India, 1980 and 1985; China, 1987.

Other Visits

and UW ;
China, 1966; Japan, 1967, , Argentina, Brazil, Iran and

Israel, 1967-68: Federal

Republic of German

. United Kingdom

and France, 1970; China, India, Kuwait, Holland, Canada, Ice-

land and United Kingdom.

1970; Szechuan and Tibet of China,

1976: China, Malaysia and the Philippines, 1978; Bangladesh,
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Burma and

re, 1980; Pakistan, Cyprus, Be
Lﬁnﬂaﬂa 1980; Bahrain, Pakistan and Italy,
Tibet of China, 1982; Italy, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emi-
Eatca ﬂmmmum 1983; Switzz:rland Lxmmbaurg.
apan Hongkong, 1983:; Brunei, Malaysia and Ja 198
Seychelles, Tanzania, Zambia, Kenya *.?m}:;1 Oman, 11331316 Yu-
oslavia, Turkey, Kuwait, Czechoslovakia, France and Greece,

1333 Austria, Italy and United Arab Emirates, 1994: China,

hons :
Sovereign of all Orders of the King dmnancpaJ Supreme
biuhcka

Cnmmander of the Nﬁu Army; Subha
Hﬁl‘# Blﬂhd:lh 1970,

Padaka, 1955
Helicopter 976; Order of Million Elcphants and
Whlte Umbrella Gr of the Grand Cross (Laos), 1970: Grand

Cordon of the Supreme Order of the Chrysanthemum (Japan),

1970; Nishan-e-Imtiaz (Pakistan), 1970; Honorary General of

the British Army (United
Doctor of Laws (Delhi Univer
Yugonla\r Great Star (Y

dom), 1973; Honorary ee of
ugoslavia), 1974; The Collar of the Nile
(E 1974; The Vlctnrian Chain (United Kingdom),
19 : Cnllar of the Supreme Order the Chrysanthemum
(Japan), 1975; I'Ordre Du chne Du Laos "Medaille en Vermell”

(Laos), 1975; Grand Cross of the Netherlands Lion
(Netherlands), 1975: The Most Auspicious Order of the Rajami-
trabhorn (Thailand), 1979; Grand Collar of the Order of Macari-
ous [II (Cyprus), 1980; Field Marshall (United KﬁIgdﬂm] 1980
Gold Mcrcu Medal (Gold Mercury International), 1983; Grand
Cross of Ll: on of Honour (France), 1983; Nishan-e-Pakistan
(Pakistan), 1983: Collar De Carlos III (Spain), 1983; The UC
Berkeley Medal (USA), 1983; The Dm:tnratc of Public Health,
hﬂl’lﬂﬁl Causa (Mahidol University, Thailand), 1984: First Hon-

Award of Grand Marshall Medal (Brooklyn College, USA),
lﬁﬂ . Special Level of the Grand Cross Order of Merit (Federal

blic of Germany), 1986; Order of the Republic Star First
Class (Romania), 19 T Grand Cross of the Order of the White
Rose with Collar (Finland), 1988; The order of the Elephant
(Denmark), 1989; Arden Al Merito De Chile (Chile), 1988; Head
of State Medal [Th: International Association of Lions Cluhnl
1991: Honor Doctor of Humanities (West Vir Institute of
Tt:chnnlo% , 1994; Honorary Doctorate (Soka University,
anan] 5.

Knowdedge is power, work is worship.”

hobby :
Nature conservation, riding and painting.

add :
Narayanhity Royal Palace, Kathmandu.

KUMARIS: Nepal's Unique Religious Instltutlons

ives me great pleasure to know that the

ird nu.spiciﬂus birthday o
Ktng is being celebrated in
Bangladesh through a s
ment brought out by its fourth estate.
Nepal, are also celebrating
elation the auspicious occasion by urganizmg

ATHMANDU'S Indra
Jaatraa, as is mostly
well-known, forms one of

Nepal's most famous and
colourful annual festivals, es-

as it is combined with
what is known as the Kumari

His Hq,lesty
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with great elan

by Nagendra Sharma

deities. The two In Patan in-
clude the ‘Royal' Habaha Ku-
mari, a Gubhaju and the Soni-
hama Kumari of Mikabaha, a
Jyapu. And in Bhadgaon, we

ﬂtyuical blemishes and the
e. What's more, the girls are
also made to undtrgn certain
Tantric rituals as a part of their
selection processes, which are

mnutl_',r believed to be veiled in

Royal’ Kumari because, in case
the latter should fall sick, her
attendants are su
offerin
te

Kumari's

to send
to her Mubaha coun-
praying for the Ruyal

recovery.
Then we have the Kwa Baha

ty. India), 1973; Grand Cordon of

um \
198 Gansu
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chariot . Justifiably, [ntgrt.. Kathmandu ' have Kumari living goddesses @ Kumari who is also I.Il!l'lﬂ]l’
dwm“t oy AT 4 bt Ew ;s!” ‘"F'""' mfumtwm ihas * itself mym .at any givery ' like the '‘Royal' Ekanta Kumari. : - listed as the semjormost in €.
is nn Wﬂ ﬂ-ttﬂdlﬂi wm me emo- the pride of a,place in al- . time,.two:or three ptbér Ku, . and the Wala Lakhu Kumari, se =~ whole'of Kalhmanﬂu oy,
tion of ie and is performing its role in con- [ 084 every. single book ®n : manis, leaving aside the most + named after a Baha ~— like . sides, as briefly referred 1;|:r
mp Ewﬂ’fm the ular will His M the HeEalue tourism and culture. opular one, the royal or courtyard of the same name above, there are two groups of
Kiri hos beefi-a ﬁﬂme of ins @mﬁ el . these e and highly E}ranku (Palace)] Kumari of near the Dattatraya temple. The Pradhans in Kathmandu —
mo national pride and innemst.fmd colourful festivals form the Hanuman Dhoka is worshi third, Tebukcha Kumari, is also those who worship the Kwa
the betterment of the w of Nepal. We wish rincipal attractions around even by the Kingdom's ru ng. said to be unique in another re- Baha Kumari, a Gubhaju girl,
His Majesty good health, happiness and long 1 e onset of Nepal's harvest monarch at least once a year. Spect: she must be an unweaned and those of the Kilagal area
life. P time in Autumn. The other three include, for ex- e and, as such, must be re- Etl:u wnrnhi;:t] the Itum Baha
hme The chief disti fea- ample, the Mhu (Chief) Kumari aced year after year. mari, or a Jyapu
dm “:I;ﬂ;nh: ,ﬁfﬂhﬁfm th:t of '¢ Re- | ture of Nepal's umaringwur- normally housed at the Mubaha As mentioned above, among In addition to these living
public of Bangladesh leﬂsh close cordial | shi traditions is that they monastery, Kwabaha Kumari of the category of 'Non Ku-  Kumaris, there are two other
ties of and ion. On behalf of | are basically Tantric or Va- Bhagawan Baha in Thamel and  maris, the one at Mu Baha is  representations uf Nepal's vir-
His Majesty's Government and the people of | Jracharya Buddhist, a]thu ., Kilagar Kumari of Itumbaha  also of interest by virtue E.n goddemn namely, Baala
Nepal, | wish the Government and the of | according to Hindu legends, near Kilagal. The last named is of the fact that it is she who is and Pancha Kumari. In
Bangladesh all success in their onerous e to | Kumari is also a classic du also said to differ from all the regarded as the most ect Kathmandu valley alone, there
achieve socio-economic emanc n I have | deity. the daughter of Lord rest in one cular respect — representation of such Tantric are said to be four better-known
e e the full conviction that the mutual and cordial | Shiva and half sister of Lord in that. e the other Gub-  divinities as Vajra Devi, Vajra  Baala Kumari temples, one each
S relation so happily existing between our two Ganesha. In N , however, it haju fShakya ris, she is se- Varahi or Trailokya Devi. at Thimi (east), Patan (south),
fanat 5y . countries will be further stmngﬂ:ened ln the | is more or less that the lected from mng,t the Jyapu What's more, she may often be = Mayati (west) and Mangalpura
L : days to come. ﬁtedmfr! are tradi dhi.:_ [l;:ximped caste ones and is wor- I__regardnd as superior even to the [nnrthl (Abridged)
om B t ship by the Prad- s s—== = ===
Surya Bahadur TMP“ communities like the Gubhaju, hans of ﬂ

Prime Minister of Nepal

Vajracharya or S

on
the basis of certain set criteria
such as purity, freedom from

Patan amcl Bhadgaon cities,
in their turn, also have thtir

own versions of Kumari virgin |

Bangladeshhambeentuﬂepal
on several occasions. Recenl

MESSAGE

goodwill visit of Hon'ble Mr
Abdus Samad Azad, Foreign
Minister of Bangladesh to
Nepal has upened new vistas qf
cooperation. It is also
to note here that despite mrdinl
political relations, economic
relations between our two coun-
tries have remained insignifi-
Enmt till now. Hmum:erf A tlltebelnndw
opening up o
route through Banglabandh-
Phulbari transit int since
September 1st year will
in boosting up the bilateral
trade as well as Nepal's

with third countries via
| e mme As least developed countries
%ﬁ%ﬂ ¢ cgu,’,ﬁ";;ﬂtém Nepal and Bangladesh are con-
of His Majesty King Birendra JTONting similar problems and

ir Bikram Shah Dev. On this
nus icious occasion, we nII

chaﬂeugea of uerty malnu-
wtderdgge lopment and
degrndatinn of environment.

We share the joy and warmth with
the people of Nepal in the celebration

of the 53rd Birth Day of His Majesty

‘Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev,
the King of Nepal

ERBA

His Mq,iesq“) is’ We have similar views on re-
piness and
Majesty King ls a symb o i on et s e | and
in the ' ual and multi- Sig“"}-ﬂémn MM& Q{ . .
eUc COUNTY. s Majesty's And Bangladesh h:u:éfig,“ | Associate Companies
Government and the people of °
ional peace, stab de-
N ot Mmurit & St belopmeri. We beieve tha
greetings to the Government [ 7'Xerol” Bhutan, Bangladesh ® ALPHA TOBACCO MFG. CO. LIMITED p.l.c
| People’s w:m:mk:w og o Mo A el ® ALPHA AGRO LIMITED
fS?ﬂng progress made here 0k provides amw ® ALPHA PHARMACEUTICALS LIMITED
mﬂb—mnnmlc and in the Promot Spoperaion "g
| et of scence & the r countries ® BANGLADESH HEALTH HOME (PVT.) LTD.
| durtng the iy fe yecrs EJ mﬂwmﬁ ® BANGLADESH LEAF TOBACCO CO. LTD. p.l.c
Bangladesh. .I’daemltpert#wnt ORsIRgRn. - = ® ERBA LIMITED |
i o dnai: ot $incere Jelicitations to the Gov ® ERBA-CHINA ENGINEERING WORKSHOP LTD.
A eTTumen people L#)
| m’ml and m pwg,wmﬂfmmh ® HIMAGAR LIMITED
| Warm' relations in spite of Gil success in their all-out ef ® KANAK HANDICRAFTS LTD
chanpelmﬂ'le smqf ﬂmtﬂﬂuﬂu“h“mm 5
| chanpet i the sysiome o 0w mt h.-:uem standard of lving ® McGREGOR & BALFOUR (BD) LTD.
Bty Bsisribaillo g, i\ s ﬁ{u nfident that our mﬁ:’" ® NORTHERN JUTE MFG. CO. LIMITED
| visits has taken rom relations wil be furt ® SREEPUR TEXTILE MILLS LTD p.l.c
| time to time which in turi has ‘h‘w ’-‘:d“’
| adied ne, dimension 'ﬁepa: sh frie ® TAMAK SHILPA (PVT) CO. LTD.
Nepuwao-:g ® TIMBEREX (BD) LIMITED
latlnnl- Thetr sties k Bahadur Shrestha
King and Queen, have mi““ Cxsaaien-iof Mamel o ® VIRGINIA FLUE-CURED TOBACCO CO. (BD) LTD.
tarty, ‘high level leadsrs of} esh




