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Commotion in the Cadres

As if the services of the republic hadn't been con-
vulsed already they are now being given a roller-
coaster ride afresh. Some 329 posts in the adminis-
tration cadre have been upgraded causing the other
cadres of the BCS, especially the police and educa-
tion officials, to express their caustic resentment
against the move. An adhoc step is taken easily
while the more difficult and highly essential job of
service reorganisation suspends in the air.

The rationale claimed on the side of the benefi-
ciaries is that barring the posts of Secretary, being
occupied largely by former CSP cadre officials, the
BCS (Admn) cadre, in terms of promotion
prospects, are at a disadvantage compared to the
other cadres who have better avenues for u |
mobility. Even if this is true — and we seek a gov-
ernment clarification on this point anyway — why |
couldn't the upgradation be pegged on to Deputy |
Secretaries, posts which are open to all cadres like
those of the secretaries? The upgradation of the
posts of DC, ADM, ADC, Secretary, Zila Parishad,
Zonal Settlement Officer, Chief Metropolitan Mag-
istrate etc. ruffles the other cadres apparently for
two reasons: (a) these posts are meant for BCS
(Admn) cadre officials only; and (b) these mostly
district-level posts are in a sort of face-off with
other district level posts held by cadre officials be-
longing to the police, education, medical and engi-
neering services. During the Zia regime in 1977
there was a levelling of the cadres in terms of pay
scales, but the Dr Matin Committee under the suc-
ceeding Ershad administration recommended ele-
vation of certain posts for the BCS (Admn) cadre.

We don't want any of the service cadres to be de-
moralised. Ways can certainly be found not to up-
set the equations at the district level. For reasons
of efficiency and thrift downsizing the government
Is on the agenda, so that creation of new posts is to
be ruled out. We are, therefore, entirely for early re-
structurisation of the republic's services. Let the re-
ports of service reorganisation and administrative
reforms commission see the light of the day, be
discussed in parliament and an agreed text adopted
with a stamp of bipartisan consensus for the sake
of its longevity beyond political vagaries.

In a growing economy and an aspiring demo-
cratic society like ours, career promotions should
be open to all service cadres and not be the exclu-
sive preserve of any one of them. But these will
have to be strictly based on merit, talent and
proven etficiency. The goods train seniority chain
of assured promotions hardly helps.

Ki]]ing and BCL Infight
Three Bangladesh Chhatra League stalwarts
e

were gunned down on Friday in Chittagong by ter- '

_rorists belonging to the Nasir Bahini, a private {
ﬁang kept by the~Jamaat-e-Islami: We condermm the!
illing in the strongest possible terms.

The Jamat had not relented in its role of killer
par se in the post-independence years, picking up
its diabolical thread after a few years n? lying low
in the wake of the Liberation War. It had taken full
advantage of the regimes that rather than incon-
veniencing it had sought, not quite covertly, its co-
operation. Strangest of all the good things that
happened to it was Awami League courting its al-
liance in the movement for a caretaker interim
government. From a literal political pariah, it
thus achieved a kind of respectabilig'.

This recap is to contrast its performance with
what benign treatment it has received from soci-
ety. It continues to be as fascist and as it ever was —
sharpening its scimitars relentlessly for long
twenty years, raising armed cadres and training
them in their liberated pockets of forest fastnesses
and mauling, maiming and killing at will whoever
had dared to look askance.

This has gone on for too long. We recall Kin
Hem;y*s exasperation with Thomas Beckett an
call for if there be any who could rid him of that
pest. Bangladesh is more unfortunate than Henry
in that there seems to be none able and willing to
do away with this present pest. Political stakes of-
fer them an immunity, an immunity that is erod-
ing the health of this state. The Chittagong killin
on Friday brings into bold relief the urgency o
treating the Jamaat affliction.

The same day, Friday, two factions of the AL stu-
dent front fought it out on the streets of DU with
guns. Incidents like these subvert dangerously
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's behest that ter-
rorists be eliminated irrespective of their p af-
filiations. Well, here have you quite a bunch of
them. The government, ridding the DU of first |
those bully-boys that'go by the name of BCL, can
easily and effectively go after the rest and earn the
nation's gratitude. But there is no sign of that. And
the AL credibility is being drained out in measure

Politics and the Art of Democratic Governance

by Dr Abul Kalam

_Thenaﬁonhmbmnpmmia;ﬂhm the JS will be the centre of all activities l:;:_f_hccountry, but no prior sanction
had been sought of it for the 30-year Ganges Water Accord signed with neighbouring India and, in similar

HE notion of democracy
has its origins to the Greek
word “demos,’ meanin
people, who personify an
symbolize the essence of
democracy. A democratic
regime has, therefore, been
cogently represented as one "of
the people, by the people and for
the people.” In order to save
democracy in Bangladesh
President Shahabuddin Ahmed
in his latest address at a semi-
nar on "Thoughts on Electoral
Reforms” organized by the
Supreme Cl:ﬁrt mﬂ?cln-
ton, suggested a c atti-
tude in political philosophy of
the leaders of the country. He
urged the political parties to
support of the people, not
of ‘'mastans’ and '
win elections. In a parliamen-
tary form of t, he
said, opposition must work in
close co-o with the gov-
ernment, but this co-oper
is totally absent in our country.
Without naming himself xt
what appears as an I.IIIPM =
erence to the predicament of his

own particular experience as
the Acting President of an in-
terim caretaker administration
which oversaw the electoral
process during the transition
period from autocracy to
democracy (1990-1991), he said,
"Election is fair if 1 win; it is

ed if | lose, even if it is con-
ducted by an Angel.” implying

the existing political philoso-
phy of our ml]:t?cai Icacrmhip.

The 'Presidential’
President

Despite the misfortunes of
the country's more recent

democratic ractices,
Bangladesh can t the pride
in having a sident who is in-

deed 'presidential’ in his politi-
cal outlook, very candid and
forthright, one who thus con-

tinue "to act as the conscience of
the nation.” It was the candor of

his political views that
prompted him to condemn the
pattern of campus politics and

to advise the political parties to

shun the on-going political
clientele pattern ol relation-
ships in the educational insti-
tutions.

sharing a deep sense
of m public concern, t
president has proved to be

equally outspoken when he was

crit of the zero-sum nature
of behaviour of the
either side of the political di-

vide, s ting that if one goes
north, the other &nﬂ south, ap-
parently indicating that there

is little scope for a meeting
point between the conten

sides. Moreover, the president
quite t:mulghtﬁxlly rojected the
role model of governance
when he s ed a minis-
ter as the one who invites the

OLLOWING the
disintegration of the Soviet
Union, the United States of

America and the People's
Republic of China are now two
giants in the residual mul-
tipolar global matrix of power.

e first meeting between the
Presidents of the two countries
on 29th October last signalled
the biggest step in 12 to-
wards normalisi relations
since the 1989 Tiananmen
Square massacre. In the back-
drop of past events in the rela-
tions between the two countries.
US President Bill Clinton, on
the eve of Chinese President's
visit to Washington, expressed
the opinion that isolation of
China was unworkable, coun-
terproductive and potentially

us.

According to observers, it
was a far cry since the days of
Richard Nixon, Henry Ki er
and Deng Xioping but it is yet
early to say whether the new
bon homie would re-write the
history of Sino-US ties. In its
relations with China, America
is said to be torn between en-

ement and disengagement,
and also a play ;fifrudmcc
against passion is to be op-

erative,

In this context, it is also said
that the story of America's
China policy is the story of
American foreign policy. Amer-
ica's foreign policy elite previ-
ously united around the idea
that, whatever China's faults, it
was important to get along, and
the elites us anti-Soviet
rhetoric to rally public

mnlnn :
behind them. Now that So-

ties on

 ica needs to

opposition to head the lia-
mentary committee of his min-
istry so that he may gain from
the criticisms offered.

The PM and Governance

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina does deserve deep appre-
ciation of the nation for
choosing a president who has
proved to be so much conscien-
tious as well as judicious. How-
ever, choosing a man of great
conscience an lncﬁrlo?f for the
topmost job as h state is
one thing but lis to his

t advice is another. She
as so far seems to have turned

a deaf ear to what the hon-
ourable president has had to

say about fod gwtmance
Ostensibly, Sheikh Hasina

does not seem oblivious of the
essential ingredients of good
governance. Addressing the
graduates at the fifth convoca-
tion ceremony of the
Bangladesh University of Engi-
and Technology (BU
on 27 1997, she advised
the country’s burea (that
included t

engineers as well)
to discharge their duties with

tr ncy and accountabil-
ity. gln respectful to the
democratic system, and also
urged them to work with hon-
esty and sincerity.

n democratic governance,
the people naturally cherish
high expectations of perfor-
mance from an elected leader,
Hasina is just not an ordinarily
elected Prime Minister; she
seems acutely conscious of the
fact that she is the loving
daughter of the fou -father
of the country and that car-
ries the of both patrio-
tism and s of her father.
And then, aware of that politics
minus power is meaningless,
she did not fail to aﬁnloﬁ. for
riding to the very cheris po-
sition of power, the highly-cas-
tigated lapses and mist of
the post-liberation Awami
League government and had
con promised the na-
tion the ¢ touch of such a
good governance that the much-

rojected vision of a Sonar
la would soon be a reality
once her party was returned to

The Prime Minister has al-
ready earned the unique dis-
tinction in the rank of the
world dignitaries of bein
adormed with three degrees o
Doctor of Law by the universi-
ties represen three major
powers of the world. This is no
mean achigvement. Her demo-
cratic credentials notwith-

vein, it has been bypassed on the very vital CHT accord .

standing, she has thus a recog-
nized stature of wisdom and
versatility to serve the nation
with full devotion and sincer-
ity. if she would so wish. But she
has to prove the worthiness of
all this by her policies in
governance and ultimately turn
the dream of Sonar into
a reality.

Regrettably, there the nation
seems disenchanted. While ad-
dressing the editors of Bengali
weeklies in London after at-
tending the Conference of the
Commonwealth Heads of Gov-
ernment in October, Sheikh
Hasina is reported to have said
“that no allegation of corrup-
tion was brought against an
minister of her 16-month ol

t as all of themn were
working for the cause of the na-
tion and welfare of the people.
not for party or self-interest”
(The Daily gmr. 31 October
1997). |[Emphasis added]. Re-
turning home Hasina re-em-

hasized that corruption "has

n reduced to a large extent
during the rule of the present

overnment” (The Daily Star,

2 November 1997). Poor mor-
tals as we all are in this much-
cherished land of ours. one may
only wish that the Prime Min-
ister's words were true indeed!

One wonders whether the
Prime Minister bothers to read
the newspapers and/or analyti-
cal features, especially the ones
which care to project objective
situation obtaining in the coun-
try or take a position critical of
the government's performance.
If the international donors,
meeting for the first time In
Dhaka (November 19897), felt
compelled to their serise
of disillusionment at the state
of political stalemate and In-
stability in the country, the
people in general. whose sole
interest remains in security
and sustained economic
growth, feel utterly alppal_lcd
with the deteriorating law and
order situation. the prevailing
confrontational politics, the
dwindling state of the economy,
a dysfunctional Jatiya Sangsad
(JS) and a perpetual rancorous
posturing between the con-
tentious government and the
opposition.

An elected government's
function is to perform, accom-
plish its election pledges. and
demonstrate its effectiveness in
good ﬁuvcmanct. But it seems
that the government is more in-
terested in win a short-run
propaganda war than in win-
ning a legitimate score in good
governance, and thus less inter-

ested in the long-run war of
winning the mind and hearts of
those who are governed. One
may thus equally wonder
whether the Prime Minister has
read The Daily Star lead edito-
rial of 4 November 1997 "Lead-
ing to Nowhere" or whether she
has read the front-page inter-

retative commenta of 9

ovemnber 1997 on her Edin-
burﬁh trip tz;j.ruhad Mahmood
in the Sangbad, the vernacular
daily that won a Bangabandhu
award for its outstanding jour-
nalism only the other day from
the highest dignitary of the
state.

The question may strike
one's mind whether the notion
of ‘corruption’ has undergone a
major transformation to suit
the government's purpose. The
topology of "corruption’ may
differ from case to case, touch-
ing on aspects such as political,
bureaucratic-administrative or
economic affairs, but the
essence may not. Both the gov-
ernment as well as the opposi-
tion in the country have had
their entente with the anti-lib-
eration forces, though just for
the sake of the convenience.
The nation was a hostage for a
period of almost two years for
trial and/or implementation of
the judgement of a Gono Adalat
(people’s court), but can
be heard of that anymore since
the Awami came back to

. The Awami League has
ﬁad a history of workable co-
existence with the autocratic
order in the past decade and has
now accommodated the same
forces in what Is often projected
as "consensus government.,” All
that may Indeed a rasa
classic play of Machiavellian
pattern of power politics, with
the implication that ruler's

sense of morality may be differ-
ent from that of the citizens; yet
as a governing art that could
hardly be explained away in the
changing context of people's ex-
pectations In an age of post-
modernism or as an ideal case
of democratic power sharing for
the sake of good governance.

If the theory of democratic
governance |s violated at the al-
tar of power politics, the prac-
tice of democracy for the sake of
ggﬂd overnance has proved to

a far cry. The reports of mal-
practice in the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs an still
widespread reports of corrup-
tion in the Works Ministry,
more s‘pﬂ:iﬂcallr in the allot-
ment ol Rajuk plots at Nikunja
have not been denied by the
ministries concerned nor was

there any remedial measures

taken, to the embittered feel-
ings of those citizens who were
ected.

On the basic tenets of democ-
racy in the post-Cold War era,
ation of

there is a natural
a civil society’ where the gov-
ermment and the cit do

not necessarily have an enemy

image of each other. The gov-

ernment obviously is elected to

perform and implement its
election manifesto; but the citi-
zens do retain their right to
ject and ventilate t
grievances.

One fails to understand, why
on earth a government that be-

lieves in and projects itself as

the van War of Lib-

guard of t

eration should at all seek to
disband opposition right to

have street demonstrations,
which is
stitution If, especially when
the government ministers. in-
cludin
himsell, held their meeting
the city streets, as both The
Daily Star editorial and Sang-
bad on the issue quite co-
gently pointed out. The employ-
ees of the republic have Eecn
promised a revised pay-scale in
the 'first 100- o But even af-
ter a lapse of days all that
the demonstrating emp

have had are police brutalities,
not an enhanced take-home
packet consistent with infla-

tionary market-rate. The poor

farmers have been promised a
minimum of Tk 500 per maund
of the staple crop: yet the desti-
tute peasantry of the country
has nnthinﬁ else but govern-
ment's apathy.

The nation

has been

promised that the JS will be the

centre of all activities in the
country, but no prior sanction
had been sought of it for the 30-
year Ganges Water Accord
signed with n India

and, in simflar vein, it has been
very vital CHT
to have

bypassed on the
accord that is alleged
guaranteed a c, even
extraterritorial ;tnutul tt:d an in-
surgent group domina a
particular tribe. The JS

also met in three successive

sessions without the main op-

position party taking part
and the ruling p?ﬁy hardly

seems serious about drawi
the former back to the Sang:n?
ept

The Prime Minister

preaching what sounds almost

angelic expressions in
Bangladesh such as "terrorists
have no party.” yet it is known
that her party has a fac-
tious-ridden student front and

eir

aranteed by the con-

the Home Minister
s on

in it

the victims of its "unabated ter-
rorism” include. as at .Ja-
hangirnagar university cam-
pus, fellow students such as a
voung reporter, Gobinda Bar,
who for a while was forced to
lead a “fugitive life” and lately
even the teachers are not
spared. While the president ab-
hors the current pattern of stu-
dent politics, the Home Minis-
ter seems to be unleashing these
very forces and even use the se-
curity forces of the state to de-
mean the community of teach-
ers and students, as the recent
incidents at JU campus indi-
cate.

The Prime Minister was
pledge-bound that she would
scrap 1974 black law, a
that she has publicly disavowed
in recent months with no bite of
conscience. The promise of au-
tonomy for the electronic me-
dia such as the Radio and TV
has found implementation to
the extent of a commission, but
then the commission members
and the wider network
have been allowed to swallow
both the commmission's report as
well as the media itself. Indeed,
it is the ongoing context of gov-
ernment's promise and its
practice of subsequent dis-
avowal that truly provokes dif-
ferent thought about its vision
and performance. A govern-
ment that visualizes “great
things greatly” and then messes
“them up to drown in waters” is
best described as "unrewarding
and controversial.”

In a democratic polity, peo-
ple's hard nﬂ}mﬂ{lly -
pitulate on an ed govern-
ment, for such a government is
elected to perform and deliver
what was expected of it in gov-
ernance. But the political oppo-
sition itself cannot escape re-
sponsibility, at least in project-
ing thl.;Fcople‘n expectations. [t
must also demonstrate that it
has the leadership, the organi-
zation and alternative frame-
work of thought for running
what could have been a better
government. That is the essence
of parliamentary evolution.
Wiﬂ!:out an interactive pattern
of pullmentwmr; in-
side the House : the
JS as an ineffectual or -
tional institution itely,
is a bad to be emulated
to usher in what could be good

. The leadership of
e main position party,
Bangladesh Nationalist Party,
has, after all, committed 1
to a pattern of politics that
would be qualitatively different
from that of the ng party
while in opposition.

The author is a Professor of
International Relations, Uni-
versity of Dhaka.
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Are USand ChjnéCOHiiﬁg Close?

by AS M Nurunnabi

In its relations with China, America is said to be torn between engagement and disengagement, and alsoa
phvofpmdmoeagnin#pania:i:midﬁubenper_wim

viet threat is gone, a battle rages
over what fi — and
policy towards C , in par-
ticular — is all about. -

The battle is said to be be-
tween cautious 'cgcru' and
exited "activists”. The experts
are su to comprise a va-
riety of old China hands aca-
demics, current and ' former
diplomats, and Ilearned
geostrategy types. The activists,
in contrast, tend to be inter-
ested in China not just for its
own sake, but because they are
concerned about all manner of
other issues where China hap-
pens to loom large: Human
rights, the environment, the
outlook for low-wage jobs in the
United States, and so on.

The that Amer-
tain ties with
the world's most populous na-
tion. The activists, on the other
hand, pick on Chir.m‘lgu faults,
and attempt to turm public opin-
ion in respect of these faulty as-
pects of China's policy. The ac-
tivists include a of trade
unions. They are critical of
China for its trade surplus
which they say steals jobs
American workers. Human
rights groups and hard-line
anti-communists add to the
anti-China chorus along with
pro-Tibetan groups.

Accordi to international
observers, gives its crit-
ics ample reason to attack it. It

is alleged that China persecutes
Christians, dissidents and free
thinkers. It does export goods
allegedly made by prison
labourers. Notwithstanding all
this, it is argued that China's
nastiness is being gradually
toned down, thanks to the pol-
icy of diplomatic, commercial
and cultural mntactdklmwn ﬁ;s
‘engagement” — and that fur-
ther cautious contact is the best
way to advance the activists’
goals. In this manner, the ar-
gument goes on between experts
and activists, with E_gblic opin-
ion to and fro.

e 1970s public im-
pressions of Russia and China
were about equally harsh, but
in the 1980s, as reforms o
China in new ways, views of
China softened steadily. Amer-
icans seemed to revert to a ro-
mantic idea of China that th
had held before the ucnneg
world war poor and primitive,
but eager E l'?ham ﬁ'omémeﬂ-
ca’s example. The opin-
ion towa.rga China%nglmdpll::{
tivist criticisms of the policy of

‘ﬁu cratékdown in Tianan-

men Square in June 1989 ended
this pro-China phase. The ro-
mantic view that China was
"‘facing West" had been rudely
smashed; and American opin-
ion swung round abruptly.
American impressions of
China have since improved, but

the Tiananmen effect still
lingers.
ow the question is: can the
attern of rt-activist fights
broken, allowing the Amer-
ica-China relationship to re-
cover its old stability and re-
main effective? In large
this depends on whether C
is willing to grow up. China
seems to have realised that con-
gressional opinion can trigger
reversals in US administra-
tion's policy. It seems to have
been indicated by the fact that
since then so like 100
n went to China at
the government's invitation.
Analysts observed that these
contacts have had two main ef-
fects. First, they seemed to have
helped to cultivate voices in
Congress who balance the
China hawks. d, the Chi-
nese seem to have come to un-
derstand how to prevent
Congress from lashing out at
them. They seem to know that
the merest hint of another
Tiananmen-style crackdown
will trigger a co ssional re-
sponse dashing China's hope
for prize such as accession to
the World Trade sation.
China's efforts to placate
Congress are, reportedly, as-
sisted by business lobbyists.
Congressmen from grain, air-
craft and high-tech states tend
to favour cordial links with
China. Human rights and the

religious groups are a world
apart on most issues; so are
trade unions and right-wing
anti-communists. And so, even
the anti-China b
make a lot of noise, they do not
usually manage to win crucial
votes in Co . For the mo-
ment, therefore, the pro and
anti-China lobbies are broadly
in balance, as noted by ob-
Servers.

During the Sino-US summit,
Clinton said that the United
States and China have "pro-
found di ments” on hu-
man rights and that Beijing was
"on the wrong side of history”
gbout the 1 Edﬂ Tiananmen

uare incident. Jian
a&manﬂ]r defended the +|:r*.'4uckg
im t;l; t;lhe "correct mnf;d-

on” e government.
he insisted that other matters
should not interfere in China's
human ts policies. In this
context, Jiang observed : "Dif-
ferences that cannot be resolved
for the time-being can be put
aside while concentrating on
seeking common ground.”

Amid their disputes, Clinton
and Jiang struck a major
agreement by which China

eed not to help spread nu-
clear weapons to Iran, Pak-
istan or o nations. The deal
opened the way for American

companies to sell billions of .

dollars worth of nuclear power
equipment to Beljing.

China also agreed to
ever airline in
m dnllmwgrl":ith
Boeing to I::qumﬁﬂ planes.

equi t.
Clinton noted the broad
where the US and China
important interests, such
as thﬁg;nﬂr::?;lnhd trade,
crime-fighting obal secu-
rity. The two leaders agreed to
annual summit. Clinton will go

to China next year.

Ji Zemin later promised
e O

run try

to the rule of law. He further
said : "The meeting im-
portant achievements. This
marks a good in the
establishment and develop-

ment of constructive and

strat between
China the US oriented to-
wards the 21st century.”

Analysts seek to interpret
the trend in the Sino-US rela-
tions in the following terms :
demonise China and it will
most

equal to its ineffectiveness on this count.
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Swollen Padma!

The Padma, a river that has been central to the
prosperity or adversity of the people of this coun-
try has gone through a welcome change of late. |
Places that were fast fading out of the memmgaas
having been the tracks of a mighty river once, have
experienced sudden surge of waterflow from the
other side of the border.

While there is reason to be delighted at this sud-
den rush of 'life’ in the hitherto arid wasteland we
cannot be oblivious of the fact that this is more due
to the heavy rainfall recently in parts of India
than any other reason. Nevertheless, we see it as a
good augury — quite coincidentally natural though
— for the %{'nspects of a perfect implementation of
the Water Treaty between the two countries.

This is our sincerest hope that the ‘better days’
that the water-starved people of this region have
been looking forward to ever since the Fcnnlng of
the treaty will not be illusive. The new-found op-
timism will have its litmus test in the next dry sea-
son when the flow trickles due to ter consump-
tion on the other side of the border. We have gone
through one dry season since the s the
treaty last December. Waterflow then not quite
do justice to our soaring hopes around the Treaty
though a great deal of it was because of the poor
supply of information and lack of informed judg;
ment on water availability. Hopefully, this will

l_averted this time around.

Sir, We do not want vehicu-
lar traffic line that stretch for
miles. Instead we want big
buses, even double deckers,
round trip service and one-
roads that have equal bread
on both routes. Now the Gulis-
tan-Sadarghat route

Nawabpur quite con-
veniently. But the route back to
Gulistan is a mess. At one point
of this route is the vast way ex-

from Gulistan the
telephone exchange to Naya
Bazar, unfortuna even this
stretch is not as smooth travel-
ling as the Nawabpur-
arghat route. As for one-way
routes at Dhanmondi and Eska-
ton, they are a dismal failure,

.

. at Baitur
* Rahim

devotees who attended the late

: { prayers at Baitur Rahim
ich is at East Manipur

(Nurant . Mirpur, Dhaka.

(O | d like to introduce to

readers

‘may not have had the opportu-

Sir, ] am one of hundreds of

women, who'

nity to attend prayers at the
mosque in our country, to this
mosque. It is sad that there are
very few nmosques in
ing spiribaal Jght and truth an

3 t and truth are
pe.rr:lrttréd to at .

The greatest speciality about
the mosque is its founder, who
is a holy, religious gentleman of
great knowledge and depth of

of Islam and the
truth as proclaimed by our
beloved Prophet Muhammad
(SM). He is a learned and very
dis ed businessman; but
in the Mosque he has the
to reach out to all with the true
mess of our Prophet (SM)
and the verses of the Holy
to show us our way in the
arkness of the surrounding
world. His name is Maulana
Rashid Ahmed

Shah
. -?uuh Joinpuri.
slam teaches us to spread
peace

love, and happiness at
home and abroad. Just like last

Ku the Mosque was beauti-
decora on the occasion
of a-tul-Baraat and I had

expected to meet a few ladies
who u attend the pra
S P e
was nm-wh;lg;d to see ﬂl;
many ladies mosque.,
rooms which were extended for

the benefit of ladies were
crowded with women from all
walks of life. Suddenly, I felt
like | was at Makkah or Medina
during the Hajj.

Then came the moment for
which I had waited all day — the
rhythmic tones of the beautiful
verses from the Holy Quran dur-
inﬁ the Tahajjud prayer. The
whole programme was con-
ducted by Moulana and his
voice rang out through the
mosque with such a power
which is unbelievable. The
Mosque was transformed into a
maﬂcal world of splendour and
enchantment. He spoke before
the prayers about the essence of
faith and religion which really
springs from the fountain of
true love. This love is born in
our hearts and soul and has
nothing to do with outward
beauty or glory. Physical ap-
pearances can be deceiving to
an onlooker, only the beauty of
a kind, | soul has any im-
portance in the eyes of Allah.

Allah has breathed his spirit
into the hearts of man and this
is the love which we should try
to recognise. This night we free
our souls of sin. Referring to
Laila-tul-Baraat he Al-
lah's love and how Allah waits
for the call of those who cry to

him in their faith and devotion.

We must remember that
prayer, huncstY. humility and
good deeds will always guide
anyone to gain Allah's mercy
and love. Well, kind reader, |
thank you for taking pains to
read about my experience at
Baitur Rahim.

I beg forgiveness if | ma

.have written anything whic
has been irrelevant in my new-

found happiness and

which | want to share with oth-
ers in this dark world of pain
and suffering.

Zeenat Quaiyum
3/A. New Baily Road
Ramna, Dhaka-1000.

On naming and
renaming

Sir, Recently. the civil avia-
tion authority tried to rename
ZIA as DIA and on the face of
demonstration from the main
opposition it withdrew the new
name, ZIA was named just after
president Zia's killing. This
was a step by the President Sat-
tar government to immortialise

recently (then) slain Zia. The

present AL government was

mistaken in renaming ZIA.
However, luckily we coul
avoid an ens artificial na-
tional crisis.

Since the beginning of the
present AL Govt., institu-
tions are heinﬁ_l and re-
named after the title Banga-
bandhu (of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman — the founder of
Bangladesh). Sheikh Mujib was

a great leader not only of
desh, but of Asia and of
the whole world. The weorld
knows it well. The 'drum
cannot belittle Sheikh Mujib.

But why should be name from a
rimary school to the Jamuna

B after th
great logher? Arc al thowe ase:

spontaneous? Are not many

of them hypocritical just to
make the AL government
happy?

MAS Molla

Member, BAAS, Dhaka.

Royal anniversary

Sir. Queen Elizabeth and
Prince Philip have celebrated
their golden wedding anniver-
sary on November 20 1997 in a

current of
nion. "But read it we must"
Queen continued: "And we
shall, as a family, together try
to do so in the future.”

I take the opportunity to ex-
press my sincere and heartfelt

mmmﬁm
h and on
their wedding anniver-
%&:nﬂ:im
realiuing her pledge o eam o
" public

the British monarchy
further closer to the people In
ensuring their welfare and in
promoting peace world over.

M Zahidul Hagque
BAl, Sher-e-Bangla
Dhaka- 1207

Nagar,



