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3 rivers rise

Rabi crops on
55000 acres
inundated

SIRAJGAN.], Dec 27: The
rabi crops on about 55,000 acres
of land in char areas of the
G s basin have been inun-
dated due to sudden rise of the
water level in rivers Padma.
Jamuna and Mahananda. offi-
cial sources here said. reports

UNB.
to the Water De-
ment . such rise of
water level in the rivers had
never been observed in last 22

years during the period follow-
ing the commissioning of the

Farakka Barrage on the Ganges
by India.
The vast crop fields in the

See Page 12 Col 5

Traffic congestion
eases at three
ferry ghats

By Staff Correspondent

Traffic congestion at three
icr? — Aricha, Daulatdia
an atakhola — eased to a
large extent yesterday as fewer
vehicles arrived at the ghats
over the last three days due to
holiday.

Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Corporation (BIWTC)
officials said favourable
weather and t rise in river
water level also helped in oper-
ating the ferries smoothly. a
result, a number of vehi-
cles were ferried across the

rivers.
"Early moming fog did not

d:l.ﬂcc t'[‘!III muvc;:: > [l“;-ﬂ] e
y. pm today, ve-
hicles have crosaecr the rivers

while 1475 more vehicles,
See Page 12 Col 4

Road link with
Ctg disrupted

for 8 hours

CHITTAGONG, Dec 27: Road
communication between Chit-
tagong and Dhaka remained
sna for eight hours today
as agitated workers of Chit-

Textile Mills put up bar-
ricade on the h y in front
of the mills protesting their
lay-offs, rts UNB.

The 11 authorities
- nounced- the lay-offon

‘n-

Friday. |
Witnesses said the workers

put up barricade at 8 am at the
Olo r Cinema crossing. the
entry point of the port city.

See Page 12 Col 6
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Khaleda declares at Ramna Park rally

'BNP won't return to House
unless CHT accord scrapped

By Staff Correspondent

demand that includes sufficient
time for the Opposition law-

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia has categorically
said her party will not return to
the Jatiya Sangsad to discuss
the CHT issue unless the ‘anti-
national’ accord on it is

A parliamentary discussion
after scrapping the accord can
help reach a consensus on the
CHT issue and we are ready to
participate in such a debate ...
There will be no use going there
(parliament) if the agreement is
not annulled,” she told a public
E:cung at Ramna Park in

city yesterday evening.

'I'h?l.cader the O np%sitinn
in Jatiya said the gov-
ernment could make the

Sa.ngsad effective by scrapping
the CHT accord and implement-
ing BNP's 14-point charter of

L
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makers to speak in the House.
Criticising the government
for not entertaining her pro-
posal for a President-mediated
round-table conference on the
CHT issue, the former prime
minister said. "This proved
their insincerity in resolving
the political stand-off.”
“The CHT accord will break
the country into pieces.” Begum
Zia said and called upon the
patriotic citizens to "arm them-
selves with whatever they have

to protect the motherland.”

She also blamed the gov-
emment for what she said sign-
ing the CHT accord, ignoring
the Opposition parties, by-pass-
ing parliament and even keep-
ing the ruling party leaders in
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BNP chairperson Beg_um Khaleda Zia addres

sing a rally at Ramna Park
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T

N TV not allowed

e S5, Leader Opposi

“We will have to continue a% m m;fhmzfa and hm
itation even during the mont gcm did not allow state-

of Ramadan because, to us, exis-
tence of the country is above all.
People will not be able to prac-
tise religion if the country does
not ﬁs;].“

S 80 warmied of to -
itation to topple the gﬁugv]:::lg
ment for its "anti-national ac-
tivities" but did not announce

owned television to cover her
function at Ramna Park in the

city Ez‘lrtaday, reports UNB.
cameraman Zahid Hos-
sain in a statement said that he
was a ed to cover Begum
Zia's rally at the park.
"But on her arrival at the
venue, the Leader of the

any fresh programme at yester- Opposi Press Secre-
day’s rally, organised the 4 imﬂtﬁ:ﬁ }I:'l:; not to cover
EL? dBNP to protest the CHT ac-  th¢ function. As a result. I could

Those in power will flee the Etd:m?ﬂ the iuachion.; Zehid
country after jeopardising the When contacted, BNP's In-

national sovereignty and hand-
ing it over to their ﬂ:’lr:ign mas-
ters by signing anti-national
agreements one after another.

See Page 12 Col 7

formation and Research Secre-
tary Ehsanul Kabir said it was
not Begum -Zia, he himself
asked the BTV cameraman not
to shoot the function.

‘:? ot . P weed] :Llfi'-
— Star photo
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in the city yesterday.
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Roundtable on financial sggc;r reform

Time has come tn dilferen-
tiate defaulters who had taken
money through fraudulence
froimi those who are victims of
the consequences and lake ac-
tions against the delaulters

This observation by a group
ol econnmists bankers and
businessmen vyesterday. re-
ceived full support troin Fi-
nance Minister SAMS Kibria.

| He said quick action has to he

taken against those who had
commitied criminal offence in
taking loans.

The minister was speaking
al a round-table discussion on
financial sector reform, organ-
a vernacular daily,
Bhorer Kagoj. It was coordi:
nated by itor of the datly
Matiur Rahman.

'l assure you that nobody
will be obstructed from doing
lawful business. But the gov-
ernment will not waver in tak-
'uﬁ legal actions against anyone
who has broken the law,” Kibria
said.

“We will not let the practice

'Wilful loan defaulters
must be punished’

By Staft Correspondent

of wiltul deisulting continue.
There were defaulters in the so
clety and everyone including
the Bangladesh Hank knew

about them. But nothing had
heen done agadnst them We de
serve sorne credit thal we are go-
ing to do something against
them now.” the finsnce minis-
ler SAil0

The roundtable witnessed
Hvely discussions when a lead-
ing entrepreneur, Abdul Awal
Minto. remarked whatlever is
being said about loan defaulters
is In fact a 'diversionary tactics’
and has been politically inflat-
ed out of proportion

Kibria contradicted him by
saying that loan defaulting 1s a
real economic pronlen.

"l do nut agree that it 1s a di-
versionary tactics.” he said, "It
could be said so if defaulting
loans had no effect on the econ-
omy. Il creates wide dilterence
between lending rate and de
posit rate.”

He said there are three type
of defaulters. The first is those

PM attends

-y

told

pignic

GAZIPUR, Dec 27: The Prime
Minister today spent nearly two
hours with a picnic at the
Bhawal National Park here, re-
ports UUNB,

Sheikh Hasina attended the
picnic at the invitation of the
officials and employees of the
Prime Minister's ice.

This is for the first time that
a Prime Minister of the country
joined a picnic in public.

Senior and junior officials,
employees, their wives and
children gathered at the Orchid
coltage in the Bhawal National

who [raudulently take money
and do not repay

‘It ts bevond my understand-
ing why the Han{i,ladcah Bank

or the commercial banks do not | park. a traditional spot for pic-
take action against them,” Kib- nic.
ria said. "Here, | really feel The Prime Minister reached

helpless The defaulters are in-
terrupting the law because they
are powerful entities ”

In the second category fall
those defaulters who had taken
loans legitimately., he said
They are not repaying the
money because no one is asking
them to. The normal loan re-
covery drive will be against
them.

“In the third category fall
those who had failed in their
businesses due to various rea
sons,” he sald The banks
should solve their problemns
through bank-client relation

See Page 12 Col 4

Rehman Sobhan

honoured

By Staff Correspondent

Prof Rehman Sobhan was
accorded a civic reception yes-
terday by the Biswa Shahittya
Kendra, a literacy and cultural
organization. for his outstand-
Ing contribution in the feld of
economics and creating social
AWAreness

Speakers at the reception
held at an auditorium in the
city paid rich tributes to him
lor his patriotism, firin charac-
ter, motivating spirit, and life-
long struggle for establishing

See Page 12 Col 6
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‘resident of FBCCI Yosul
Abdullah Haroon said time has
come to stop discussion and

tiuke action against defaulters.
See Page 12 Col 4
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Autonomous bodies do not
maintain audited accounts

All the autonomous public
sector corporations have de-

faulted in p audited ac-
count statements in defiance of
overnment lation making

t difficult to monitor their fi-
nancial health and account-
ability, :

There are 165 autonomous
bodies and corporations in the
country, of which 63 are bound
by law to. prepare their yearly
audited account statements and
submit reports to the Executive
Committee of National Eco-
nomic Council (ECNEC).But 47
of those never submitted their
reports to ECNEC in the last 26

ears since the birth of

adesh.

is was revealed in an in-

vestigation by the finance min-
istry recently.

Theé 47 organisations in-

clude B adesh Bank, all the

nationalised commercial

| By Inam Ahmed

banks, city development au-
thorities, DESA and Civil Avi-
ation Authority.

"This happened mainly be-
cause of callousness of the min-
istries concerned and non-ad-
herence to rules by the corpora-
tions,” said an official source.

Only four corporations pre-
pared their reports for ECNEC
till 1994-95, e prepared till
1993-94, two till 1991-92 and
seven till 1990-91,

On the other hand, 27 of the

63 organisations had prepared .

their audited account state-
ments till 1995-96, eighteen
prepared till 1994-95, seven till
1993-94, two till 1992-93, two
till 1990-91 and one till 1989-
90. Four organisations did not
mention any date of their au-
dited accounts.

ECNEC at a meeting in April
this year had asked the finance

ministry to monitor the sub-
mission of reports on accounts.

It was decided that all the au-
tonomous bodies should com-
plete thgir E&.ldtlt:d accounts by
year end and prepare report for
the ECNEC..

Following this, the finance
ministry had collected infor-
mation from the corporations
which showed the defaulting
nature of their audited ac-
counts.

"The ministries concerned
are su to ensure that the
corporations submit their re-
ports properly audited by char-
tered accountant firms,” said an
official concerned . "If the
don't, one is really in the dar
about the spending of an organ-
isation, its losses and profits.
These information are vital for

smooth implementation of the
budget."

One arrested, case against 6

Killers of BCL activists
belong to Shibir: DB

From Staff Correspondent |

CHITTAGONG, Dec 27: Police
today arrested one Ali Akbar in
connection with the killing of
three BCL activists by unidenti-
fied gunmen in Chandgao resi-
dential area here yesterday.

A friend of the victims, Sai-
ful Azam, filed a case with
Chandgao thana, accusing six
persons of killing the three
Kﬂun men. The six are Mo-

ibuliah, Humayun, Yakub,
Babar, Jasim, and Ayub Ali,
police said.

Detective police officials
here said the accused belonged
to Islami Chhatra Shibir. Raids
were made last night to arrest
the accused but they could not
be traced.

Cartridge collected from the
spot indicated that AK-47 rifle
was used to kill the three BCL
activists.

But Shibir city unit presi-
dent Golam Faruk in a state-
ment denied involvement of
Shibir activists in the killings.
The attack was made as sequel
to intraparty rivalry of BCL.

The victims were buried af-
ter Janaza at the central
Shahid Minar in the city.

Earlier in the morning, BCL
supporters staged demonstra-
tions in front of MES College
and GEC crossing. demanding
arrest of the killers.

Some passing vehicles were
damaged and traffic movement
came to a halt at GEC crossing
during the demonstration.

Mayor of Chittagong Mohi-
uddin Chowdhury. who is also
General Secretary of city
Awami . and BCL leaders
blamed the Shibir-backed
Nasir Bahini for the killing.

Llyods surveyor due
today to assess

F-28 damages

Star Report

A surveyor from the Llyods,

 undertaker of the Fokker-28

aircraft that crash-landed in
Sylhet on Monday will visit the
damaged plane today.

The assessor arrived in the
city on Friday to survey the
dam to the aircraft which is
said to be beyond salvage.

Biman sources sald more
surveyors will visit Bangladesh
to make the final claims for in-
surance. The aircraft was pur-
chased for about 12 million dol-
lars in 1981

The six-member committee
invcslli_ating the crash-landing
of the F-28 with 88 people on
board Monday last is meeting
today. It will decide where to
send the black box and the
cockpit voice recorder of the
aircraft in a day or two The de-
coding will help investigators
determine the cause of the acci-
dent.

The black box and the voice
recorder are likely to be sent ei-
ther to UK or France for decod-
ing, civil aviation sources said.
It will take nearly two weeks to
get results of the de :

Besides, the investigators
will again interview the Cap-

tain, co-pilot and two cabin
crew of the plane when their
condition improves. They sur-
vived the crash landing with in-
juries along with 84 passengers.

The four are recovering at
Holy Family Hospital where
they were admitted on Thurs-
day.
Meanwhile, Biman operated
four domestic flights yesterday
using its lone ATP. Two flights
were made to and from Sylhet,
one to Chittagong one and one
to Rajshahi.

Five flights are expected in
the domestic sector today. in-
cluding the one going to Syed-
pur, Biman sources said.

Ershad not allowed
to enter cantt

Jatiya Party yesterday
protested the incident of "ob-
structing” party chairman HM
Ershad from entering the
Dhaka cantonment to attend
the nama:-:-ltanaza of Major
General (retd] Abdul Mannatf,
reports UNB.

In a statement, party office

See Page 12 Col 5

Young professionals
“speak out today

By Staff Correspondent

The Daily Star is organising
a conference of "Young Profes-
sionals and Entrepreneurs"” to-
day (Sunday) at the auditorium
of the British Council. The con-
ference will begin at 3.30 pm.

The objective of the confer-
ence, to be Eﬂaﬂlcipateﬂ by men
and women between ages 25 and
35, is to hear what the young
experts have to say about the
2]st Century Bangladesh and
about the future growth of their
respective professions.

The conference is bein
%anised in cooperation wit

ritish Council.

The young visionaries are
expected to prepare an Agenda
For Action based on their delib-
erations.

All those who have regis-
tered for participation have
been requested to be present at
the venue on time.

3 drown as boat
capsizes 1n
Chapainawabgan]

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Dec 27: Three
persons drowned when a boat
capsized in the Mahananda
river near Ramjibanpur village
under Chapainawabganj dis-
trict yesterday afternoon.

The victims were identified
as Sheuly, 18, of Murshidpur
village in Natehol thana,
Happy. 11. and Rabeya, 9, both
from Chandlai Mahalla of
Chapainawabganj thana.

itnesses said, the boat was
overloaded with passengers.

BDR personnel rushed to the
spot and recovered the bodies.
The other passengers swam
ashore.

0T -
the

Production at
KNM suspended

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Dec 27: Production
at the Khulna Newsprint Mills
has been suspended today for an
indefinite period due to acute
crisis of furnace oil.

The KNM requires 40 tonnes
of furnace oil daily for running
one of the three units. The au-
thorities had earlier closed two
either units for non-availabil-
ity of furnace oil.

Three oil companies are re-
ported to have returned 10 sup-
ply furnace oil unless the out-
standing bills amounting to Tk
7 crore are paid by the mill au-
thorities.




