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Second ODI abandoned

INDORE, India,

‘ Dec 25 (AFP/AP):

| India's second one

-day internati-

| onal against Sri

. Lanka ended in
(SIS sensational fas-

hion here Th . abandoned

after 18 balls when officials

ruled the pitch was too

us for play.

Lanka were 17 for one af-
ter three overs, with the ball
breaking through the Lmtch‘:
dusty top surface from very
first delivery. when the decision
was taken after just 15 minutes.

When Roshan Mahanama
was cracked on the fingers by

another delivery el'plodu.l;z off
length, the match gro to :
halt as a huge group of officials
joined the players in the middle
to examine the track.

Sri Lanka's captain Arjuna
Ranatunga ndian coun-
terpart Sac Tendulkar, the
um . both teams' coaches

Zimbabwean match referee
Justice Ahmed Ebrahim as the
25,000 sell-out crowd became
increasingly restless.

Ebrahim said he also found
the acent wicket unfit for
rl-y. "It is an unusual situation.

feel bad for the . the or-
=
At is e ;

Asked if the match could
have continued with certain
limitations, Ebrahim said: "It
could have been played

Guwahati ;
made a dreadful start when

DHAKA TRIDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1997

Romesh Kaluwitharana played
the fourth ball from paceman
Javagal Srinath onto his
stumps with only one run on
the board.

Two balls later Sanath Jay-

uurar: was at first
by Chau ‘;Iﬂ..l Srina
got a to u a length
in a shower of st?

Off-spinner Chauhan,
opening the bowling at the
other end, immediately found
huge turn to underline the poor
quality of the surface.

To cheer the crowd the
teams, however, played a 25-
overs-a-side exhi match
which Sri Lanka won by three
runs. Batting first, the tourists
made 180 for eight. In , the
Indians were restricted to 177.

The third one-dayer is
scheduled for Sunday in Goa.

SCOREBOARD
Scorecard of the 25-over-a-
side exhibition match between
Sri Lanka and India at the
%i_]:hr::h Stadium in Indore
ur .
SRI LAN‘EA
Jayasuriya ¢ Azharuddin
b Tendulkar
Kaluwitharana c J
K adeja
Atapattu ¢ Jadefa b Bahutule
Tillakaratne run out

J st b
ayawardane st Mongia

Muralitharan ¢ Azharuddin
b Kanitlcar
Chandana st Mongia b

Bahutule

Pushpakumara st Mongia

b Bahutule

Dharmasena not out

Extras: (b-8. Ib-2, w-1, nb-2) 13

Total : (8 wickets in 25 0overs) 180
Do not bat: Vaas, Sanjeeva

oo w 4 » LOBE B

de Silva.

Fall of wkis: 1-93; 2-108: 3-
124: 4-143; 5-150; 6-180; 7-180:;
8- 180

i

w=® B8 9

Ba=0

Extras: (Ib-7.w-1. nb-4)
Total: (7 wickets in 25 overs)
Do not bat: Tendulkar,
Azharuddin.
Fall of wkts: 1-96: 2-97: 3-
128 ; 4-146: 5-150 ; 6-161: 7-167

Bowling O M R W
Jayawardane 55 g % 0
Jayasuriya 27 0
Dharmasena 4 0 32 2
Chandana 5 0 3 2
Muralitharan 5 0O 38 2
Tillakaratne 1 0 17 1
Result: Sri Lanka won by 2

:

Friendly soccer

Stade de Ermce

PARIS, Dec 25:
Soccer's World
Cup 1998 will cost
the French gover-
nment billions of
francs, largely
because of the co-

ntroversial Stade de France
* stadium, according to a study
published Wednesday, reports

Ap'f'he confidential prelimi-

nary report by the Cours des
Comptes, France's official ac-

office, s ted the
stadium site in a Paris suburb
was chosen for political reasons
and is suffering heavy cost
overruns.

Overall, the World Cup could
cost the government "in excess
of several billion francs more
than predicted, said the report
published by the satirical
weekly Charlie Hebdo.

The respected daily Le
Monde said in an editorial in
its murudnyb;doitlnn that the
stadium "is ming a finan-

S

cial :

There was no hard estimate
on losses. The budget for the
June-July competition in 10
French cities is officially esti-
mated at 8.5 billion franc (1.44
billion dollars), more than half
to be state-financed.

In 1993, then-Prime Minis-
ter Edouard Balladur picked the
northern suburb of Saint Denis
for the 80,000-seat stadium
over a site in Melun-Senart fur-
ther outside the capital.

The roughly six billion-
francs (one billion dollars)

was granted to a consor-
tium of construction giants:

m. Dumez and Generale

But cost overruns, including
the cleanup of oil under
the stadium, are running up the

e um opens Janu
28 with & match between Friics

The rel:;ort alluded to ti-

cal motivations by nntl_n?gou the

LONDON., Dec 25:
Manchester Un-
ited can take a
huge stride towa-
rds their fifth En-
0, glllh Premiership
tle in six years
if they win Christmas holiday
Eamcu against struggling duo
A;e;tnn and Coventry, reports

M er Alex Ferguson said
his R::}agmm rcuuhgthe hectic
holiday programme which will
see them gfar Everton at Old
Trafford on ng Day before
visiting Coventry on Sunday.

"December is a hectic month
but we have got two games left

before the turn of the year and
hopefully we can get maximum
nts which will set us up for
the New Year," said :
“It's nice to go into Christ-
mas top of the table and the

players have performed very
wcl'Y They have been really

consistent.”
has been

MU in fo

That consi
United win seven of their last
eight league matches, and surge
Eﬁu the quarterfinals of the

ropean Champions’ League.

Everton, too, have been con-
sistent — consistently awful,
past two weeks in
which they have kept three
clean sheets in succession and
last weekend won 1-0 away to
Leicester City.

ﬁmmm 6:
out’ Supict 1o a6t mioute  BBC.

su o last minute
change.)

a curse?

contract "was sign the
prime minister April 29, 1995,
that is between the two presi-
dential election rounds.”
Balladur at the time was a
presidential candidate who was
seen as the favourite of TF1
television, the country's No 1
channel owned by :
Balladur was not immedi-
ately available for comment,

- and the Cours des Comptes de-

clined to comment on or release
the report publicly.

Compared to other World
Cups organised b(\; the private
sector, as in the United States
in 1994, France's "Choice of an
ad hoc state structure ... appears
to have contributed to the gen-
eral lack of control of the pro-
ject.” the said.

Heavy state ﬂmndng: in a
coun where the state has
long played dominant role in
may sectors — gave or-
ganisers "an even financial
profit in the operation,” the re-

Second-placed Blackburn
Rovers have a selection
headache ahead of their trip to
Sheffield Wednesday.

Striker Chris Sutton, Black-
burn's scorer this sea-
son, will return after missing
Saturday's win over West Ham

through su sion, leavin
manager ﬁgndgwn to
whether to former England

Jason or teenage
star Damien Duff, who scored
twice st the Hammers in

an unfamiliar central striking
role.

Blackburn have a
ical advantage over nesday,
having beaten them 7-2 back

st at Ewood Park.

helsea, probably the most
flamboyant side in the Pre-
miership, face hard-working
Wimbledon in an intriguing-
looking London derby they need
to win to stay in touch with the

by four

points.
Arsenal, whose defence has
leaked 11 in their past six
Premiership games, will be

looking for an improvement as
prepare to face Leicester at

bury.
a;mm—ludﬂhemmnul

skipper Tony Adams, who is out
for a month with a back injury,
while midfielder Emmanuel
Petit is suspended and striker
lan Wright plays his final game
before a two-match suspension,

Jﬂhulug*

STAR PLUS
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ra merry
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port said.

Leeds mfe
ham, meanwhile, believes the
weight of expectation has
a once great divide
between his team and Boxing

Day rivals Liverpool.

Graham has continually
played down his side's Pre-
miership title ch this
season, despite a run of five
wins and two draws from their
last seven games which has
taken the club to fourth place.

In other matches, Aston
Villa host Tottenham, Crystal
Palace welcome Southampton,

are at home to Newcas-
tle, West Ham entertain injury-
hit Coventry and Bolton face
Barnsley.

Danny Wilson's Barnsl
side know a win is crucial if
they are to avoid being written
off as relegation certainties.

M Wilson will have a
fully-fit squad to choose from,
with the tion of long-term
casualty Steve Davis. Yugoslav
midfielder Jove Bosancic
should play after rested
for the defeat at Tottenham
due to a knee injury.

Les Ferdinand hopes to have
Shaken off a virus in time to
lead the Tottenham attack at
Villa Park, but new signing
Juergen Klinsmann will not re-
ceive a clearance i(n time to
make his Spurs debut second
time around.

Bloodfist
M:_F__ﬂmiﬁ

Gra-

178

|
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Anand enters

final

GRONINGEN, Netherlands,
Dec 25: Viswanathan Anand of
India pounced on a blunder by
Boris Gelfand on Wednesday,
drove the Belarussian from the
board and advanced to the FIDE
World Chess Championship fi-
nal, reports AP.

His opponent will be En-
glish, but his identity was still
unknown after Nigel Short
came back to steamroller com-
patriot Michael Adams and tie
their two- e mini-match at
one game all.
Anand can take Christmas
day off but the two English
Grand Masters will return to
the Martinihal to play a rapid
chess tiebreaker series.

Gelfand (Elo rating 2695)
and Anand (2765) settled for a
tame draw in their first game
Tuesday but both were in more
combative moods Wednesday.

Gelfand played a Sicilian
Defense as black but was out-
maneuvered and played a weak
pawn move on move 18,

Two moves later desperation
showed as he gave up a bishop
for just two pawns. Anand ex-

changed pieces off and had
eliminated all resistance when
Gelfand on move 37.

Gelfand walks away with
192,000 dollars without win-
ning a normal-length game
here. He got a bye into the third
round, played two draws in
rounds three, four and five and
kept the tiebreakers.

Adams ). playing black,
sacrificed his d-pawn on move
1236%1 for it later as Short
( ) his extra pawn u
the center in a queen-and-

end ;

l:ﬁere is a fourth man still in
the race, FIDE world champion
Anatoly . who will play
six st the winner
here for the 1,370,000 dollars
first prize and the honour of
calling himself the best.

Edmundo
en route
to Serie A

Sports Reporter

3

mundo has signed for Italian
Serie A side ngn tina, ncmrdm -
ing to ESPN monitored here
yesterday.

The temperamental. Ed-

mundo, popu dubbed the
‘Animal,’ is to Europe
with a twin — to show

off his mercurial skills in the
continent of the wisest follow-
ers of the and to give his

highz;nl:l'lttrmtnm image a

real

After signing for Fiorentina,
Edmundo has promised his
fans that he win back his
pllﬂtl in H:Iﬂuh lo’'s na-
tional squad throu ro
ﬁbell':iaﬂuur both on ﬂ I:uﬂptﬁ:

eld.

A turbulent career that saw
his gifted goal scoring prowess
being overshadowed eccen-
tric mannerisms, the 26-year-
old has a world to prove in or-

der to project himself as a sane |

n.
After singlehandedly taki
Vasco to the Brazilian na
ch ionship title, Edmundo
is | forward to make the
trans-Atlantic trip with high
hopes and wistful .
Edmundo scored a record 29
goals and impressed everyone
except Zagallo who is trying his
Ecl:t to avoid this enfant-terri-
The [talian

ition t
ju:thcthctmmfp:intfu'
outstanding talent who is set to

Morning Session
8:00 Opening announcement, : ;
Al-Quran, P summary : 12:30 World Wrestli
8:10 Patriotic 8:15 Alor .00 BBC ! Federation Raw 2:00 Heineken
Ei"i’-; Efrglzr::ll mmm ;'H?'g“m m;‘;"'{g S Wroes 236 The Bokd & Tha E"m“"w' m"”q";lu”' gﬂ
ows 1005 Moda, Gorog  Lg: T Cloes Show 5:00 25041 i T et e Boer
ews 10: ar : : = 4:00 : F 6:30 Soccer :
Modar Aasha 10:35 Aalapon e o T oday o0 a  Wonder Years 5:30 Smal w%mn
: alpaktha - briingd- . Wonder 6:00pm Kaleidoscope  (ricket 7:30 ing :
Prescription 11:45 English  1:09 BBC Word News T:12 — 6:30 philips Meri Awaz Suno Whitbread Round The World
Debate 12:25 Second session World Today I_lemt et b1 I;.ﬂ%insw 5 TM{HE Race- H/L#13 8:00 International
o ms s Sesinin e
Classic Adventure 9:00 - : DD METRO
3:00 Dgemng s O o 330 Sunsel vama's Sty Cricket : Champions 1T::£$ - -
Al-Quran, P g Aihallininabet Gurus 9:00 Master Card F _' India vs England Highlights ?:ﬂlhml Boot It 7:30 Bhakti
3:10 Recitation from the T Question Time india _3 Fortunes 9:30 Star News 10: UAE 3:00 NBA Inside saar 7:45 Business Aaj Tak
3:15 Patriotic Songs 3:20 Mmm 19p et ”f“ Rendezvous With Simi Garwal m:ﬂ World Wrestiing  8:00 Good Moming Today 8:30
Mancha Natak 4:00 News in T mllﬁt‘:ﬂﬂﬂlg 10:30 Due South 11:30 The Bold  Federation Live Wire 4:30 Lipton The First Edition 9:00 Serial 9:30
Bangla 5:15 Film Show 5:50 ﬁ:“w m IT'II : & The Beautiful 12:00 Santa World Grand Prix Badminton India News 10:18 Chitrahaar
Malancha 6:30 "KOShtiar  eron BBG Wod Newa/Wory  Barera 1:00 Star News 1:30  jakarta indonesia 8:30 Inside  10:45 Sabadh Gurbani 11:15
Juck Senabahini  Business F nd H Thhﬂhhvw#: m:ﬂ hh‘:-’j: wmﬁyﬂ“w
News 7:05 Burke's Asian Show 10: :15 Bharat Samachar
Centre 7:25 25 INEL V Oprah Winfrey Show 5:30 21  Australian Cricket Ansett  12:30 Serial In Kashmiri - ‘A
March 8:00 News in CHANNEL YV Jump Street Australia 18t Test- :1{:% Law' 1:00 Current Mf‘lir’:
Bangla Film Show : The e i | ) South Africa vs W :
Adventurs of Sindbad 900 Surer T oover ¥ 20 o0 ICRGGRUIONAIZSE UM Class 1 Offshore World o o
A Dasasion Do 1023 Day First Show 3:00 Videocon  7:30 Film Ciub : Curse Of The el Tak 500 Good Moming Todey
Fim Show. The X £ 11:30 .00 Bumowrd US Coundown  Rames - Secres 15 1139 i 630 Sur  Sadhana 7:00
: ' : : . ur oa na .
pogramme summary 1140 SO0TUmOnT V)0 The  Comedy GrosiChase 15 120 100 NBA Baskatel Sa Lske  Chivanaar 730 Shabadh
. : : Ve . .
Close down. Day First Show 10-30 The Ticket  Horror : Prince Of Darkness 15  Jazz Live 3:30 European  Maaf Karoj Maaf 9:00 Samachar
10:45 Tum On T [V] 11:00 V. 5:30 Romance : Paloming 15 Football Weekly 4:30  9:30 The 10:00 Serial In
) Spot 11:30 Tum On T [V] 2:30 7:30 Action - The Berlin  Sportscenter int1 Edition 5:00 Kashmiri — 'A Law' 10:30
~ e Saya Mahu 3:30 [V] 1's 4:00 15 (Arabic Subtities)  Australian Cricket 1st Ansett Current Affalrs
00am orid Headlines  Sigaw Manila VJ Joey 5:00  9:30 UK Top Ten 10:00 Action -  Australia Test 1st Session #1  Programme/Documentary 11:00

port e
Eventful year of excellence

Vaseo da' Came sifiker Ed-4
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NEW YORK, Dec 25
(AP): Athletics
ushered in a new

set of world re-
cord-holders and

' said -bye to
three of its wﬂm-—{kﬂ
Lews, Linford

Christie and
Sally Gunnell — in 1907. .

In addition, Michael John-
son that he was not in-
vincible and China's women
distance runners, the proteges
‘of controversial Ma Junren,
again raised suspicions of ille-

use

gal .

a remarkable 12-day
period in August —
only three days after the W
Championships in Athens,
Greece, where not a single world.
record was set — seven records
fell at distances between 800

16-year-old record of 1:41.73 in
Stockholm, Sweden. '

Joining Kipketer in break-

m'gll records in Zurich were
Ethiopian Haile Gebrselassie,
who cracked his 5,000-metre

markbynmn.lngol‘mdrl.ﬂi.md
Kenya's Wilson Boit Kipketer —
no relation to the 800 runner —

. who set the 3,000-metre

record at 7:59.08.
record assault continued
22 in Brussels, BclEum
Ge lost his 5, me-
tre world record to Daniel
Komen of Kenya. who clocked
12:39.74, and he lost his 10,000-

metre world mark to another
Km%m Paul Tergat, who ran
26:27.85,

Two days later in Cologne,
Germany, the August record
culminated with Wilson
Ki his world 800
mark to 1:41.11 and Kenya's
Bernard Barmasai the
steeplechase record, clocking
7:55.72.

The record binge then slowed
until late October, when China's
women distance runners — all
of them members of "Ma's

Army" — rewrote the record
books while competing in the
cumu national games in
Sh ai.

Jiang Bo shattered the 5,000
world record in 14:28.09. In the
1,500 final, the top nine finish-
ers all were under the world ju-
nior record of 3:59.81. In the
10,000-metre final, the first
eight finishers in the final all
were under the world junior
record of 31:15.38, with Do
Yanmel winning in 30:38.09.

The world junior record in the

triple jump also was shattered.

in 1993
China's women distance
runners dominated the World
Championships. Ma denied it,
claiming that his strict train-
ing s and the exotic food
his athletes eat, including turtle
soup, were responsible for their
bcﬂ]ﬁant success,

The drug issue was not lim-
ited to the Chinese.

Five athletes tested positive
at the World Championships —

Aleksandr ch of Ukraine,
who was stri of the shot put
Id medal; Russia's Olimpiada

vanova, the women's 10-kilo-
meter walk silver medalist;
Lyubov Tsyoma of Russia, a fi-
nalist in the women's 800;
France's Pascal Maran, a 400
hurdler; and Kazakstan's Ok-
sana Zelenskaya.

During the championships,
the International Amateur Ath-

letic Federation reduced the
terms of su ons for use of
steroids from four years to two
and did away with three-month
first-offense suspensions for
lesser violations. So, Ivanova

andleumammlﬁ'ndedfnr
two years each, while the others

‘were given warnings.

y others were also sus-
pended during the year, includ-
I.ng US shot putter Brent Noon,
US women's hurdler Sandra
Farmer-Patrick, Australian

LINFORD CHRISTIE

sprinter Dean C
Canadian hur

bianco, and
er Donalda

e most controversial drug
case of the year, however, in-
volved Mary Slaney.

The best women's distance
runner in US history was sus-
pended in February by USA
Track and Field, which said she
had tested positive for an ex-
cessive amount of testosterone
at the 1996 Olympic trials.
More than a later, Slaney
was exonerated — too late for
her to qualify for the World
Championships.

While the chamsiunshﬂjs
were devoid of world records,

they were not short of memo-
rable moments, includ when
an injured Sergei ubka

laboured to win his sixth con-
secutive world title in the pole
vault.

In addition, there was
avelin thrower Marius Corbett
ecoming the first South

African gold medalist at the

. by Morocco's Hichem el

Che Daily Star 11

World Championships: wom-
en's 400-metre hurdler Cathy
Freeman of Australia becoming
the first Aboriginal to win a
major championship; and
Americans Maurice Greene and
Marion Jones sweeping the
men's and women's 100-metre
dashes.

Johnson, the most domi-
nant athlete of 1996, won his
fifth world title — and third
straight in the 400. But on June
1, he injured his left quadriceps
halfway through his bally-
hooed 150-metre match race
against Canadian Donovan
Bailey and lim off the track.

Less than four weeks later,
Johnson's 58-race winning
streak in the 400 ended when he
finished fifth at a meet in Paris.
Other defeats followed.

There will be no more de-
feats — or victories — for Lewis,
Christie or Gunnell. All an-
nounced their retirements. The
multi-talented Lewis, 36, left
with nine Olympic gold medals
and eight World Championshi
titles. Christie, 37. won the 1
metres at the 1992 Olympics
and 1993 World Champi-

~ onships, and Gunnell, 31, won

gold at the 1992 E}Hm ics and
set the world record at the '93
World Championships in the
women's 400 hurdles.

Indoors several world
records were set, inclu : tWo
uer-
rouj — in the 1.500 (3:31.18] and
the mile (3:48.45); and one each
biv Gebrselassie in the 5,000
(12:59.04), Kipketer in the 800
(1:42.67), Sweden's Ludmila En-

quist in the women's 100 hur-

es (12.64), and Cuba's Aliecer
Urrutia in the triple jump
(17.83 metres, 58 feet-6 inches).

There also were several no-
table deaths during the year —
American Rod Milburn, the
1972 Olympic gold medalist in
the 110 hurdles; Uganda's John
Akii-Bua, the 1972 Olympic
champion in the 400 hurdles;
American Buddy Edelen, the
former world record-holder in
the marathon; South African
Danie Joubert, former world
record-holder in the 100-yard
dash; and Japan's Chichei
Nambu, former world record-
holder in the long jump and
triple Aump and 1932 triple
jump Olympic champion.

LONDON, Dec 25
(Reuters): San-
dwiched between
Euro '96 and next

s World Cup

ﬂt v lﬂfﬂl?m

nevertheless a year of signi-
ficant changes off the soccer

el pfn?g:l the highes
tionals were . the t
number ever in a single year
since the first internati be-
tween England and Scotland

125 :
‘I{e m..tgher of matches,

most of them qualifiers for
France '98, was twice than that
of five years ago, indicating the
massive of the game in

on of world soc-
cer at senior international
and club-level and the advent of
the digital television era were
the underlying themes of the
year.
Just how huge soccer has
now become was revealed by
FIFA t Joao Havelange.
The 81-year-old Brazilian,
whose 24-year term in office
ends at next June's FIFA
congress in Paris, said the
wor now had
A llion dol-
lars in its coffers and that
around 400 million in

the world
were linked to the soccer indus-

try.

Other studies have shown
that the soccer generates a
turnover of 100 billion dollars
thro the world in a year.
That figure will almost cer-
lalnl?r increase next year as a
result of the biggest ever World
Cup of 32 teams.

field and a frenetic mr on it.
interna-w

of the players, might not like
some of the con ences.

A stark illustration came
this month with senior clubs in
Europe deprived of some of
their key internationals, who
were on duty for their countries
in the new Confederations' Cup
in Saudi Arabia, a meaningless

competition for the winners of |

each Confederations' regional
championship.

Poorly supported competi-
tions such as the Confedera-
tions' Cup escalate the old club

{ country dispute.

If clubs are paying their top
players, some of them foreign-
ﬁ'u. furtur]:;ea] to a ufur them,

ow much longer will they be
g to allow overseas na-
onal federations the right to
demand that players are re-

leased for a glorified friendly
ln1:&:_;1:1:11:1«311111I ournament?
ere is also a growing in-
evitability about the introduc-
tion of a new world club cham-
pionship for the winners of
each confederation’'s champi-
unuhkiip club competition which
would replace the current Inter-
continental Club Cup played be-
tween the European and South
American champions.

The new competition is
likely to involve the African,
Asian, CONCACAF and Oceanic
champions, meaning more
largely irrelevant games and

ures on players.

The introduction of tal
television, already installed in
France and Italy, is also likely
to have a huge impact on soccer
with pay per view TV creating
cash mountains for the most
successful clubs who will be in a
division of their own in their
domestic

Or, as is more likely in a Eu-

ropean super league, perha
the moet lagicsl consequence of

revolution ready to erupt

the European Champions’
League, which for the 1997-98
season has been expanded from
16 to 24 clubs.

Borussia Dortmnund of Ger-
many clinched the 1996-97 Eu-
ropean Cup for the first time
with a well deserved 3-1 win
over favourites and def:ndinﬁ
champions Juventus in Munic
in May.

Dortmund went on to win
the world club title when they
beat Cruzeiro of Brazil 2-0 in
Tokyo.

Brazil started and finished
the year ranked number one in
the world, winning the South
American championship in
June and the Confederations
Cup on Sunday with a 6-0 win
over Australia.

Their wu?utcrs won the
under-17 World Cup in Septem-
ber, but their under-20 team
failed to win the World Youth
Cup despite victories of 10-4
over South Korea and 10-0 over
Bel%um. Argentina knocked
out Brazil and beat Uruguay in
the final in Malaysia in July.

Brazilian Ronaldo, who
moved from Barcelona to Inter
Milan and Denilson, who
moved from Sao Paulo to Real
Betis in S for 21.5 million
Eoum:lll. (36 million US dollars)

;:came the mn?]tj_ _ nsril*;;e
players in soccer history, while
EPHU}? r:mbyrd ?'is also set dur-

year ran.

Their 17-0 win over the Mal-
dives in June in an Asian World
Cup qualifier was the highest
ever win in the 67-year-history
of the tournament.

Iran eventually scrambled
into next 's finals in one of
the most dramatic matches of
the . 8CO two late goals
to draw 2-2 with Australia in
Melbourne and qualify on the
away goals rule.

12:00 Ghav 12:30 Yeh
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Salas River's
for the
» ]
tme bemg

_EUENDS AIRES, Dec 25:
Chilean striker Marcelo Salas
rumoured to be on his way to
Europe in a multi-million dol-
lar transfer, will remain with
;ﬁrgfﬁlﬂ%aﬁdﬂémr Il‘*_‘lljate until af-

er the Wo up, t sakd-
Wedhesday' teports AB- T Pe =
"Even if he's sold, it'll be on
condition that he plays for
River next season.” Gustavo

Mascardi told reporters. The

next Argentine tournament
ends in July.

Mascardi denied reports that
River had accepted a bid of
more than 30 million dollars
from Italy's Lazio. But he said
representatives from both clubs
had met to discuss the player's
future.

Salas, who turned 23 on
Wednesday, has become South
American soccer's hottest prop-
erty since moving to River Plate
last year.

Earlier this month, his two
goals led River Plate to a 2-1
victory over Brazil's Sao Paulo
to win South America's Super
Cup. Four days later he scored
the goal which clinched River's
third consecutive le title in
a 1-1 draw with Argentinos Ju-
niors.

England's Manchester
United was one of the first clubs
to express an interest in Salas.
and manager Alex Ferguson
travelled to Chile to watch him
on international duty. The club
has since said they will not pur-
sue their interest.

Mascardi has said Salas
favours a move to Italy. AC
Milan and Parma are believed
to be among the top clubs vying
for him.
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