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Ship movement at

Ctg Port channel
suspended due

to dense fog

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 24:
Movement of ships at the Chit-
1 port channel was sus-

today due to dense fog.
port sources said.

There was no mn:t:;l;ﬁ of
incoming or outgoing

Ship movement faced dis-
lj'll.l“gutliln in the past I::n dgys

uring moming hours due

to the dense fog that made the

channel almost invisible and

risky. -

Besides, the cold . Now

the country, t most

of the people indoors. Trafﬁt
movement was thin in the city.

The minimum temperature
in Chit was recorded at
12 degrees us and the max-

imum at 23.6 d Celsius,
W to the local Met of-

Clashes in
Rangamati
during Tofael’s
visit : 35 hurt

Thl%%?: peo:lle S uf':d
were inj

in separate clashes between the

Sl.1'|:u«tiaa.llﬂ;'rf::l'.I N

in

the district the visit of

Eﬂedmtoda Minister Tofael

reports UNB.

ﬂmmnej; said 20 ple

were wounded in clashes at

Kaukhali thana hcadquurtm‘

The trouble ensued as the

Parishad men attnckedna ruling
party at about ;

In B chhm;’ thanF:lt:ll:
people were injured when
su of the Parishad at-
tacked another meeting of
Awami in the afternoon.
The Commerce Minister ad-
dressed the meeting.

Eleven of the injured were
admitted to the thana health
complex. The attackers also
ransacked the dais and set fire

to a nearby shop.
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Domestice service resumes today

Biman's one-plane show

By Staff Correspondent

ATP is now available for an av-

Bangladesh Biman resumes
its domestic flights partially
this morning with the opera-
tion of a Dhaka-Chittagong
flight at 11:40 am.

All domestic flights were
suspended after an F-28 aircraft
of Biman met with an accident
n Sylhet on Monday night.

Biman officials said minor
maintenance work of the only
usable ATP aircraft of its do-
mestic fleet of four was com-
pleted last night

However, operation of
flights will remain limited in
Dhaka-Chittagong. Dhaka-
Sylhet and haka-Jessore
routes only. Flights in four
other domestic routes connect-
ing Dhaka with Rajshahi,
Syedpur, Cox's Bazar and
Barisal are still uncertain.

The officials said it will not

be hkfmaﬂr?humf? normal
ngmUon 0 e flights in
domestic routes in the next

three months. But they h
regional flights will operate
normally within the next few

days. An Airbus may be
into seérvice in the -Cal-
cutta route, they added.

At least 50 per cent of the

weekly domestic flights, num-
bering about 60, will remain

Fntpunu:l till January when an
-28 aircraft, mw for

The rmriuua timings of

also be re-scheduled

ey
"technical

‘East Asian economic storm
set to lash Bangladesh

The recent economic turmoil
in the South East Asian (SEA)
countries will have a negative
impact on the prospect of for-
eign capital ﬂnw into Bangla-
desh from the region, once
cubbed as 'the economic power
house of Asia’.

numbur nl‘ hi Fow.nd mi:*
sions had vi fh these coun-
triés in a bid to net in funds
which the Asian ‘tigers’ were
thought to have in excess.

But with the currency tur-
moil and financial crisis. res-

cue packages of 100 billion dol-

as Biman m ement will re-
arrange the flights, combining
the wide- Airbus with the

ATP.

The flights will be scheduled,
linkin incoming flights
from London and the Middle
East, mainly to ferry transit

) ﬂvﬂid.

Damage of the F-28 aircraft
in Sylhet on Monday has made
it difficult for the national car-
rier to maintain flights in its
domestic routes as only one

erage of eight domestic and
some onal flights everyday.

Another F-28 is now in the
hanger for D-check while an
ATP is still out of order, after it
skidded off the runway at Chit-

airport in June.

Meanwhile, senior Biman
officials at a meeting ﬁ,ﬂtﬂ‘dﬂ
discussed the possibility n¥
temporarily hiring narrow-
bodied aircraft from foreign
airlines to resume domestic

Three likely reasons for
Monday's crash-landing

By Masud Arif ,

Aviation experts have said
there may be three main rea-
sons for crash-landing of Bi-
‘man’'s F-28 aircraft in Sylhet

on Monday night.

Four rts including two
aviation cials, talking to
The Daily Star separately yes-
terday, pointed out almost the
same bable causes for the

crash-landing.
the view that

Th
actor” and "weather”
might not have caused the acci-
dent. However, they did not rule
out the two factors.
They emphasised "probable

By Inam Ahmed

lars have already been put in
for three hard-hit SEA coun-
tries alone.

"B adesh is virtually in-
sulated from the turmeoil in the
international capital market”.
It does not face a danger of capi-
tal flight since there is at pre-
sent hardly any foreign finan-
cial asset in the country”, ob-

seryed leading ‘cconpmis Prol.

A~ Watwduddin

However, the East Asian fi-
nancial crisis may have some
implication for Bangladesh's
prospect for attracting foreign
private capital. The likelihood
of direct foreign investment in

adesh by East Asian coun-
tries like South Korea has now

~to

errors in judglng and monitor-
ing the instrument on board.”
Erroracuuldhaw.:ha

in adjus al-
timet'!':r ;glgoard

scent while the ajrcruﬂ was ap—
ﬁachmg the runway, they

Before landing, a
lows the VOR (very
quency omni radio
atrumult to locate the’
twunﬂnutuupcr
thc\r’ﬂ aircraft turns ‘in
bound’ atahdgl'xtn{ahm;tl'lﬂﬂ

feet and approaches the runway.
‘See Page 12 Col §

greatly diminished.” Prof
Mahmud noted.

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) has already pro-
jected that the growth rate of
the world economy next year
may be reduced by one percent-
age point to around 3.5 cent
because of the effect of East
Asian debacle. Many of the

Ja

months ago, Asian fi-
nancial crisis hit hard Thai-
land, Malaysia and Indonesia.
Now with South Korea and oth-
ers swept by the storm, there are
predictions of meltdown and
possibly worldwide disaster,

See Page 12 Col 2

flights.
ﬂﬂicialu that the par-
tlallé ATP now lying
hittagong, would be re-
aired and pressed into service
mid-February.

A senior Biman official said
they have instructed the sales
department to refund the
money if wants to can-
;:el their ti pumhaned ear-
jer.

Meanwhile, Aero Bengal, the
only airlines in the private
sector, yesterday said it is

rocu its second 48-seat
sian made AN-24 aircraft
soon so that it can partially fill
up the vacuum, created
by Biman's ce. Its flights
connect Dhaka with Chit-
tagong, Barisal and Cox's Bazar,

Another private airlines,
Air Flrahat likely to go into

next month. -
uf the airlines,
twu 19-seat aircmft
they were
wal fnr the ' clearance
aft certification.
Air Parabat is likely to op-
&2 in routes cnnncctlljgf
and -
rom Sylhet yesterday
that Biman would resume
flights in its Dhaka-Sylhet
route . District manager of
Biman informed.

DESA arming itself to
arrest irritant supply

By Sharier Khan

The Dhaka Electric Supply
Authority (DESA) will intro-
duce a computerised power
monitoring system from May-
June next to ensure stable

wer voltage, better manage-
ment of loadshedding and ser-
vices .

The system, called Supervi-
sory Control and Data Acquisi-
tion (SCADA), is now being in-
stalled at the DESA’s Kataban
office in the city under the

Eighth Power Pro cct funded
'[hl: Asian Development Ban
(ADB), according to sources in
the DESA.

Built at a cost of 16 million

{ US dollars under a turn key

contract with Swedish com-
ﬂany Asea Brown Boveri (ABB)

etwork Control, SCADA will
enable DESA to monitor the
level of total power generation
in the city round the clock from
the Katabon office.

If there is any disrup-
tion in any area of the city, a
wall to wall monitoring board
connected with modem and
computers will instantly show
the location and the nature of
problem. This will help DESA
to take remedial measures Iim-
mediately.

DESA will be able to detect
problems in any of its 9000 dis-

See Page 12 Col ]

procession in the cit
yvesterday protesting load-
shedding. — Star photo

Alleged threat on
bankers life:
GD against
BNP MP

By Staff Correspondent
eneral diary (GD) was
lodged with Cantonment thana

terday against BNP MP Ma
Inﬂ:ﬂ ﬁkhtaru:zaman ful!'i'i -
y threatening an official
elg Bank in connection
Wlth a dcfaultl:d loan of his
company, Gachihata Aquacul-

ture Firm Ltd. it
Hossain, " stant
manager (AGM) of the bmzk-
BAF branch, was given threat
on his life over telephone on
Tuesday.

Akhtaruzzaman, however,
denied the allegatIun

Akhtaruzzaman's company

See Page 12 Col 4

Khaleda condemns
raid at Salahuddin

Quader’s house

BNP Chairperson and Leader
nl' thc tion in Parliament
aleda Zia yesterday
mndtnumd the police raids on
the residences of party MPs
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury
and Ginluddin aunder Chowd-

hu?
na ntalﬂrmnt she said the
"fascist” government, failing to
run the country and bartering
away Its independence and

.glct_v was now harassing

&gu Zla u.idtl?u
m s gow:rn

ment has filed thousands of
false cases against political
workers and the MPs, and was
nakedly using the state ma-
chinery to serve its petty inter-
ests.

See Page 12 Col 5
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PM urges Armed Forces

Remain alert against

false propaganda

GAZIPUR, Dec 24: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina toda
urged the m:mhﬂuufth!:armeg
forces to remain vigilant
against any conspiracy to foil
the country's independence,
sovereignty lnd stability, re-

port

Ad sing officials and
unni‘athe

gade, she said the armed
forces, symbol of national
unity an sovereignty, should
be kept above all controversies.

The Prime Minister, who
came here to review the winter
exercise of the Air Defence
Brigade, said in the past, army

h Air Defence

was used by powermongers in
their petty interest, but this
Evemmant is committed to
uild it as a symbol of unity and
nationgl prestige.
A certain quarter, which
spread false campaign against

Awami League in the past, is
now also spreading falsehood
with an ill-motive, she said, as-

auru:f that the government
would continue its sincere ef-
forts to dwclu%oh: army as a

modern force not JJ&}F heed
to any false
Referring to thc signing of

the CHT peace agreement, she
See Page 12 Col 1

Delay in payment of wages

Angry Adamjee workers
shut down mills

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Dec 24:
Workers virtually closed the
Adamjee Jute Mills this nmn

after mill authorities Ipu
a notice regarding de ay
t of wee

uT:}lt mill aut nriti;: wll]{n
uu yp_n\_:meulnl e wor

g {8 t 11;: p a no-
tlne a am, uylng that pay-
ments will be made next -
day due to unavoidable circum-
stances.

by the notice, some
workers attacked the manage-
ment office and within an hour

all workers stopped work and

shut down the mills.

Executive Director Mir Ja-
maluddin, however, told this
correspondent that the notice
was given after discussion with
the mills’ CBA.

The mill authorities were

compelled to defer the payment -

schedule by four days because of
three consecutive holidays be-
ginning tomorrow.

Besides, cash flow of the
mills have been affected by
continuous strike at the Chit-
tagong Port where some ship-
ments of the mills remain stuck

See Page 12 Col 7
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SING STARS : PRICE TAKA 9.00

Merry Chyistmas

The Baily Star wishes
its readers and pa-
trons belonging to the
Christian community
a merry Christmas

The Christian community in
the country as elsewhere across
the globe will celebrate the
Christmas today with great en-
thusiasm, gaiet{, and r:ligiuun
fervour, repo

On thc nccasinn President
Shahabuddin Ahmed, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia
ga'm separate me eet-
ing the members ufﬂﬁ'lc C%-ris-
tian community.

The day is a public holiday.

The day's programmes in-
clude prayers, decorating
Christmas trees, exchanging
Eé'li_:a among the family mem-

s and cutting of X-Mas cakes.

Different organisations
have drawn up elaborate pro-
grammes to mark the day.

Newspapers will bring out

al supplements and the ra-
in and the television put up
special programmes.

38 arrested SO far

Shlbll‘ calls
hartal 1n
Cox’s Bazar
today

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR., Dec 24: Is-
lami Chhatra Shibir activists
today brought out a procession
in the town de Section 144
to protest the killings of Shibir
worker Abu Nasser and school
student Mortuza Hasan in po-
lice firing yesterday.

The activities of the tourist
town came to a halt today as the
shopowners launched a 48-hour
strike from morning and vehi-
cles were off the roads till noon
to protest the killings.

The shopowners also hoisted

See Page 12 Col 8

Rakibur Rahman
new DSE chief

By Staff Correspondent

Md Rakibur Rahman was
made the chairman of the
Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE)
for 1998 by the newly-elected
council yesterday.

Ahmed Igbal Hasan and Md
Shahiq Khan were elected se-
nior vice-chairman and vice
chairman respectively as pre-
dicted earlier.

Their elections were a for-
mality given the intense lobby-
ing and behind the scenes ma-
noeuvring that centred around

e DSE i on cember
| th SE polling De be
18

Rahman became a member
of the bourse when he was a stu-
dent of political science in 1977
and served as councillor during
1979-83 and 1991-97,

See Page 12 Col 5
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More than 1700 vehicles
mostly trucks were waiting to
cross the rivers Padma and Ja-
muna till 9 last night at three
fi ghats — Aricha. Daulatdia
C?Natakhula.

A two and a half kilometre
queue of vehicles, mostly trucks
carrying perishables, were
waiting to board ferries at
Aricha ghat while a total of 650
vehicles were waiting to at
Daulatdia and Natakhola.

Thousands of passengers of
inter-district buses-- many of

were anxiousl

Gabtali

Aricha

Trans

By Naimul Haq

them women and children —
waiting for
their turn to ard ferries,

those who arrived in the city's
terminal said last

night.

*| along with my fellow pas-
sengers walked murt than four
kilometres to find a bus at
ghat,” said Rozi from
Gopalganj.

Bangladesh Inland Water
afort Corporation (BIWTC)
officials at ﬁrlcha cxpcct:d an

Passengers of stranded buses walking to chn fa ghat

| yesterday.

— Star photo

All but 2 ferries operating
now to ease congestion

end to the traffic congestion in
two days. The dense fog that
blanketed the entire area
cleared late Mo night en-
abling the ferries to operate
ter number of trips. But

of hitting the hidden

s s is still a big obstacle to
smooth movement of ferries,

:ﬁcﬁaﬂy at night, the officials

“All but two of the ferries out
of a total of 24 in the fleet at
Aricha were operating mnor-
mally.” a BIWTC high official
told The Daily Star over tele-
phone from Aricha last night.

"We hope to ferry all the
waliting trucks as soon as pos-
sible. Fortunately, the water
level in the ferry channels rose
in the last two days. The depth
of water at the ghats is now
seven feet, enough for the big
ferries to dock at the pontoons,
he said.

The dfficial, however, men-
tioned that the extra burden of
vehicles at Aricha still contin-
ued as the Bhuyapur-Sirajgan|
ferry service remains sus-

ed for over a month now.

“The BIWTA is yet to take

any step to make that ferry
;:lhlldnnel navigable.” one source

Meanwhile, Shipping Minis-
ter ASH Abdur Rab accompa-

nied h officials of B
and B A visited the ghats
yesterday.

Earlier, chairmen of BIWTC
and BIWTA visited the spots on

Sunday.
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