LONDON, Dec 23 (The Elec-
tronic Telegraph). When Brian
Lara si a new contract with
Warwickshire Saturday. the
rubber plant in the comer of the
Heathrow Airport Excelsior
Hotel's Trident Suite was
dwarfed by all the olive
branches: olive branches and
enormous carrots.

Lara. who was en route to the
Caribbean from Sharjah, will
earn up to 200,000 pounds for
five months' work il the club
come anywhere close to repeat-
lr&t‘htir astonishing success of
H . when they became the
first county to win three of the
four major competitions. They
were runners-up in the other.

When Jonathan Barnett,
Lara's t. was asked how
much his man would be earn-
ing. he replied: “That is a mat-
ter for the club and the player.”
But when | suggested the figure
of lﬂﬂ.DﬂﬂvaHHds. Barnett
replied: ~If Warwickshire have
a very successful season, it will
be closer to double that."

Dennis Amiss., the club’'s
chief executive who looked as
excited as any autograph hunter
as he sought Lara's signature,
said: “"Brian will be the -
paid county cricketer in the
country.” His one-year deal is
believed to be heavily bonus-re-
lated. There is no sponsorship
deal. The money is coming
straight from Warwickshire's
swollen colffers.

Gooch to
assist
Durham

LONDON., Dec 23: Former
England captain and Test selec-
tor Graham Gooch has joined
David Boon's Durham as a con-
sultant and batting coach for
next season, AFP.

Gooch, of the -
land ‘A’ team for a three-mon
tour of Kenya and Sri Lanka be-

nning in January, will join
the country for pre-season
training in early April.

Durham’'s Australian cap-
tain Boon praised the appoint-
ment of the former Essex
opener, saying: "The club and
team will benefit from any in-
put Graham can give."

Acme hockey

Sports Reporter

Dhaka Education Board,
Gazipur and Rangpur won their
respective first round matches
of the Acme 16th national
championship at the National
Hockey Stadium yesterday.

In the morming. Dhaka Edu-
cation Board thrashed Patu-
akhali by seven goals to nil.

In the afternoon session,
Gazipur registered a solitary

goal victory over, Mymensingh,

In the other match, Rangpur
defeated Munshiganj with an
identical margin.

Bangladesh Boys recorded a
three-wicket win over Orient

Club in the lone First
Division cricket league match
at the City Club ground in Mir-
pur yesterday.

In a low-scoring affair,
Bangladesh Boys, set to score
165 runs for an outright victory
in the allotted 45 overs, reached
the target with 14 balls to spare
and with three wickets in hand.

After a disappointing start
with Bangladesh s reeling at
30 for three, Sayed Hasan and
Nadeern Ahmed put on an in-
valuable 98 runs for the fourth
wicket to set the stage for vic-
tory. Both Sayed and Nadeem

scored 48 runs :
Earlier, themt total was

built around a gritty 47 from
their Karim. But once he
was in the 29th over,
leaving side at 103 for three,

Orient lost their last six wickets
with the addition of only 61
runs in the face of some con-
trolled bowling from Nadeem
Nazar and S eenn Ahmed who
evenly shared six wickets
among them.
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Bangladesh have
been pushed fur-
ther down while
their neighbours
India overtook
eight countries in
the FIFA/Coca-
Cola World Ranking, accordin
to a release of the worl
football's governing body
yesterday.

ladesh, who were previ-
ously holding 139th place in the
November rankings of the
FIFA, were further demoted to
141 in the revised list for De-
cember.

Among the other SAARC
countries, India improved their

tion from 120 to 112 while

Lanka slided down from 126
to 136. Pakistan (153), Nepal
(155) and Maldives (160) kept
their ratings intact.

On the other hand, nobod
seems to able to stop worl
champions Brazil. The top-
ranked country, who won the
Confederations Cup recently,

v

| MELBOURNE, Dec
i 23: South Africa
are hoping that
: doubts over the
]. fitness of Austra-
: : — lia's premier stri-
ke bowler Glenn McGrath and
the Australian policy of
fielding separate one-day and
Test sides will help them take
the first Test starts here
Friday, reports AFP.
McGrath and leg-spinning
us Shane Warne, are unde-
niably Australia's two match-
winning bowlers, but McGrath
has played just two limited-
overs internationals in the last
six weeks as he recovers from
an abdominal injury.
McGrath, who captured 36

-~

wickets at 19.47 in this year's
Ashes series in England, is try-
ing to convince selectors of his
fitness this week but the odds
are nst him being at his
best Hansie Cronje's men
take on the top-rated Aussies.

" There's also the possible dis-
ruptive effects of Australia's
new of splitting its one-
day and Test teams meaning
that key men Mark Taylor and
lan Healy, along with Matthew
Elliott and Gr:f Blewett have
been kept out of the Australian
limited-overs team in recent
time.

South Africa, in contrast,
largely have kept together their
Test and one-day teams with
only out-of-form Adam Bacher
left out of the abbreviated game.

They currently lead the tri-
angular one-day series which
also involves New Zealand.

Shaun Pollock and Lance
Klusener struck form against
Australia A in Brisbane last
weekend and al with potent
strike bowler Allan Donald
shape up as a cohesive, confi-
dent three some to share the
new ball against some less-
than-certain Australian bats-
men, most noticeably one-day
skipper Steve Waugh.

As always, Warne looms as
South Africa's boogey man with
his leg-spin wiles yet Cronje is
confident his team have finally

| mastered the art of playing

Bangladesh demoted again

Sports Reporter

clinched the team-of-the-year
for the fourth time in succes-
sion.

Germany, who have taken
the role of eternal runners-up,
are in their customary second

lace with Czech Republic very
ot on their trail after receiving
greatest boost ever on strength

of a powerhouse performarnce in
Riyadh. England (4) and Mexico
‘{53r have also gained new

heights.
eanwhile, the best-mover-

of-the-year prize went to Yu-
goslavia, having lost only one
match in a_total of thirteen, and
that was on penalties.

FIFA TOP TEN

Team
Brazil
Germany
Czech Rep
England
Mexico
France
Romania
Denmark
Italy
Colombia

Rank Points
1(1) 73.45
2(2) 65.41
3(4) 64.92
4(6) 61.26
5(11) 60.80
6(7) 60.36
7(5) 60.35
8(8) 59.95
9(10) 59.59
10(9) 59.44

SA not scared of Warne

against wrist-spinners and be-
lieves Warne will not pose as
great a threat as when he
claimed 43 wickets in their last
eight Test meetings.

Cronje believes facing Aus-
tralia A leg-spinner Stuart
MacGill and a recent tour of
Pakistan have adequately pre-
pared his side to handle Warne.

"It's good to play someone
like him before you go into a
Test match against Warne,” said
Cronje.

"I do feel that South Africans
have started playing spinners
better and better over the years.
We are getting slowly better at
the way we are playing them
and this was good preparation.”

But Cronje recognises the
step up in class to Warne is a gi-
ant one.

Having watched South
Africa's tail save the Proteas
once again. Australia A coach
Rod Marsh is not convinced it
can do the same against Warne
in the three-Test series.

"The series will largely de-
d on how well Warne bowls."
said Marsh of Warne, who has
endured a fortnight of taunts
about his weight and fitness.
"He is capable of gctﬂn any-
one out cheaply and quickly if
he's bowling well. It doesn't
look such a daunting batting
line-up when gl?;.l'vc got a spin-
ner of his calibre.”
The Australia A coach also
said he rated South African
uicks Allan Donald and
haun Pollock as close to the
same class as Pakistani pair
Wasim Akram and Wagqgar
Younis. % 2!
he South Africans drew
their leadup four-day match
against Australia A with
acGill returning the unflat-
tering figures of 2-69 and 2-150.
Such was the nature of the
finish of the game, South
African wicketkeeper Dave
Richardson bowled the second
Iﬂulml — his first bowl in 194
rst cilass games — swa
the muﬁfh Bacher. SaE
"I do feel coming back from
Pakistan and also playin
against MacGill in Queenslan
has helped us prepare a lot for
this match,” Crnnr|r said.
‘I think all ol our players
have improved against spin
over the years.

“I'm not sa Shane won't

be a !aE_t.iur. I'm saying our play:
Meril badminton

From Our Correspondent

PABNA, Dec 23: The Meril
20th national badminton

championships began at the lo-
cal stadium gymnasium here

today.

Prof A R Shamsul Islam, a
veteran shuttler, inaugurated
the meet as chief guest, Deputy
Commissioner of Pabna Mah-
bubur Rahman, Begum Zan-
natun Ferdous, MP, and Anjan
Chowdhury Pintu, the patron of
the cham ips and manag-
ing director of sponsor Square
Toiletries, were also present.

A total of 154 players includ-
ing 20 women from three organ-
isations and 28 districts are
taking part in the meet

ers play spin a lot better and it's
a question of how patient we are
against him.

"Warne's obviously a fine
bowler and he's taken a lot of
wickets nst us.”

The match would also be of
sentimental value for the South
Africans after their previous
Test match here was all but
washed out.

South Africa drew their last
series here 1-1 in 1993-94, but
Australia won 2-1 in the repub-
lic earlier this year.

Cronje said he was looking
forward to completing a Test at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground.

"Three years ago | was very
disappointed for us because the

was all but washed out,”
ronje said.

"So it's fantastic to be back
in Melbourne for the Boxing
Day Test match.”

Australia will be seeking a
record ninth consecutive series
victory under captain Mark
Taylor against South Africa in
three Tests over the next
month.

There have been 62 Tests be-
tween the countries with Aus-
tralia winning 33 and South
Africa 14 with 15 drawn.

In 26 Test meetings in Aus-
tralia since 1910, the home side
has won 14 with South Africa
taking six and six drawn.

Australia have won five of
eight Tests played at the MCG
with South Africa winning
twice and the other drawn.

Sports Reporter

Police Athletics Club re-
corded their second victory in
the First Division football
league defeating promotees
Shantinagar Club 3-2 in a re-
turn leg clash at the Mirpur
Stadium yesterday.

The winners led the first
half 2-1,

Azad, Ashutosh and Tara
Miah struck once each for the
winners while Siraj and
Sharafat reduced the margin
for Shantinagar.

Police raised their tally to 12
points from 14 matches while
Shantinagar remained glued to
their previous collection of 18
;:m completion of their 14th out-
ng.

Away at the Army Stadium,
Badda Jagarani and Mirpur
Chalantika Sangsad shared
points with a 2-2 draw.

Saiful and Khokon netted
one goal apiece for Badda while
Sohag and Hanif scored for
Chalantika.

With the draw, Badda re-
mained atop the table along
with East End Club having
raised their tally to 25 points
from 14 matches while C -
tika retained the second spot
raising their account to 24
points also from 14 encounters.

Nat’l hockey
from Jan 15

The 18th national hockey
competition will begin at the
National Hockey Stadium from
January 15, says a press release.

Interested teams have been
asked to complete entry formal-
ities by December 31.

Olympic flame
in Tokyo

TOKYO, Dec 23: The Olympic
flame arrived in Japan today
via a chartered flight from
Greece, ahead of the Witner
Olympic Games, reports
Reuters.

Nagano mayor Tasuku
Tsukada, Olympic medal win-
ning synchorinised swimmer
Mikako Kotani and a delega-
tion of about 300 officials from
the Nagano Olympic organising
committee brought the flame
from Greece.

The flame was kindled Fri-
day in Olympia at the ancient
site of the Olympic Games.

Japan will start a three-
pronged torch relay that will

take the flame through every
prefecture in the country before
arriving in Nagano to start the
Olympic Games.

The Winter Olympic Games
will be held in Nagano, Japan
February 7-22. :

Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto takes a
closer look at the Olympic flame for the Nagano Winter
Games, which arrived in Tokyo from Greece on Dec 23.
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Action from yesterday's Premier Division football league encounter between Abahani Krira
Chakra and Youngmen's Club Fakirerpool. Abahani won 1-0.

— Star photo

League postponed for 3 days

An 83rd minute
strike by skipper
Zakir guided title
aspirants Aba-
hani Krira Chak-
ra to a hard-ear-
ned lone goal
victory over Youngmen's Club
Fakirerpool in a return leg
clash of the Premier Division
football league at the Mirpur
Stadium yesterday.

Substitute forward Mizan
directed a Barun lob to an un-
marked Zakir who nodded the
ball home to steer the sky blues
to their ninth victory in the
elite league.

The Dhanmondi outfit, with
this win, moved into second
Elam: with their old rivals Mo-

ammedan Sporting Club hav-
ing raised their tally to 31
points from 14 matches. Lead-

Sports Reporter
in vain because of poor marks-
manship.

In the 34th minute, a Tipu
header went an inch above the
cross piece while after lwo min-
utes he shot the ball straight
into the safe hands of Fakir-
erpool custodian Lahul from six
yards after being fed by Raju.

After the breather, Abahani
intensified attacks bringing in
experienced Mizan and Rumi in
EL&J;:EB of Jahangir and Amin

a.

But they also failed to create
any real chance until Zakir
headed home the lone goal.

Meanwhile, Dhaka Ma-
hanagari Football League
Committee (DMFLC), the organ-
iser of the league. has postponed
all matches up to December 27.

Abahani ride on Zakir

According to a press release
issued last night, the DMFLC
will try to negotiate the ground
problems existing in the soccer
arena by that time and will
meet again on December 27 to
fix further course of action.

Yellow cards: Anupam and
Monwar (Fakirerpool).

TEAMS

ABAHANI: Biplab, Mamun
Joardar, Prodeep, Ali Mansoor,
Barun, Raju, John. Zakir, Ja-

hangir (Mizan), Amin Rana
(Rumi) and Tipu.

YMCF L: Lahul,
Rezaul, Mintu, Sohel Rana

(Jalal Junior), Apu, Masud

(Nazrul). Jhantu, Monwar,

Moni and Jalal Senior.
Referee: Ramkrishna Ghosh.

(

ers Muktijoddha Sangsad have
32 ts with a in hand.
akire I's eighth defeat
in 14 matc kept them jointly
fifth in the table along with
Farashganj. Both teams are
having equal 12 points.

The Motijheel club which
has registered only three wins
so far, could count themselves
_unlucky ds they made a positive
start against their much illus-
trated counterparts.

In the eleventh minute when
forward Jalal Senior received a
defence splitting through he
dodged past his marker and
beat the advancing Abahani
custodian Biplab with an angu-
lar left footer. But the veteran

forward was denied by the |
woodwork.

Biplab thwarted the striker
in the 27th minute when he
volleyed on a Moni cross from
the right side. Biplab bounced
back the ball diving on his left.

After surviving those close
calls, Abahani produced a cou-

le of chances in the late first |
alf. But all their efforts went || &

Mona Smriti
cricket begins
today

Sports Reporter

The Mona Smriti cricket
tournament begins today at the
Bangladesh Math in the older
part of the city.

The tournament, organised
by Bangladesh Sporting Club,
will be inaugurated jointly by
former national players K;lln-
hazul Abedin, Nasir Ahmed and
Azhar Hossain Shantu.

The event has been organ-
ised in memory of sports organ-
iser and prominent business-
man Fazlur Rahman Khan
Mona.
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“ LP-Gas Limited
(A Subsidiary of Bangladesh
Petroleum Corporation)
North P%cmm
Comigendum
Sub: International Tender No LPG/FP-CYL/97-98 dated |
105/11/1997 for Procurement of 20,000 LPG Cylinders.

| It is hereby notified for the information of all prospective|
| Bidders on the above subject published in "The Bangladesh |

tender closing has been refixed on 14-01-98 instead
of 31-12-97.
All other terms and conditions shall remain unchanged.
Md Mustagim Khan
General
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