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NEW DELHI, Dec 23: India’'s
once-dominant Congress (l)
Party will win less than 100
seats in national elections
eargly next year, its main rival
said here today, reports AFP,

The Hindu nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP,
Indian Fmglr's Party), vying
with the Congress to take
power, predicted its rival which
was rocked by a series of splits,
would be routed at the ballot
box in February.

KR Malkani, a prominent
BJP member of parliament,
said: "The Congress is falling to
pleces ... today the party is more
dead than alive.”

Newspapers, meanwhile,
blamed Congress President
Sitaram Kesri for the fragmen-
tation of a party which ruled
the country unchallenged for
the first 40 years of indepen-
dence.

Malkani added:'"Kesri is
partly to be blamed for the
chaos in the Congress. But the

L]
main reason for its problems is
that the party has no philoso-
phy, ideology or political con-
victions."

He said the C "will
less than 100 seats” in mﬁ-‘
ment's 545-seat lower se

"while the BJP and its allies

will have 300 plus.”

Kesri, whose y won 140
seats in elections in 1996, found
himself the target today after
two prominent lead-
ers walked out on the party on
Sunday and Monday.

The Indian Express branded
him a "clueless boss," he
was a "weakling”" without grass-
roots sup . The mu it
said, had "got the they
deserve. It is pointless to com-
plain now.”

It said the 112-year-old
party had itself provoked the
elections by withdrawing su

rt from Prime Minister |

umar Gujral's minority coali-
tion government last month,
adding: "The Congressmen's

Cong (I) will win less than
100 seats, predicts BJP

confidence to face the elections
seems to have evaporated into
thin air.”

On Monday Mamata Baner-
jee, a Congress leader with mass
su in West Bengal, an-
nounced she would contest the
:leﬂim;m after fi h‘ﬂ{ owWn
party. was | ately ex-
pelled by the ;

Twenty-four hours earlier,
another leader broke
away in the southern state of
Tamil Nadu.

Senior member of
parliament Rajesh Pilot virtu-
ally blamed the party leader-
ship for the latest reverses.

wish the situation was bet-
ter handled by Kesri", Pilot
said, but added the two leaders
who abandoned the Congress

were also to be blamed.
Both the Congress and the

H..IF,wlﬂchnI:nﬂl 2 seats in the
to forge pre-poll alliances wi

a view to heading a new coali-
tion government. -

Emperor Akihito, accompanied by Empress Michiko, waves to cheering well-wishers
celebrating the Japanese monarch's 64th birthday at the Imperial Palace in Tokyo Tuesday.

Braving chilly winter rain, about 7,000 people gathered for the annual occasion during the
— AP/UNB photo

morning audience.

‘Failure to pay UN
arrears costs
US credibility’

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 23:
The United States' failure to pay
its arrears has cost America its
credibility at the United Na-
tions, -US diplomats saifi"Mof{’
day as the General Assembly
considered a deal to reexamine
the amount countries will pay
next year, reports AP.

American interests at the
UN — because of this — have
been compromised. Qur credi-
bility has been hurt.,” said
America’'s UN ambassador, Bill
Richardson,

The United States i seeking
a reassessment after attempts
to reduce its contributions
failed this year.

"We hope for a revising of the
scales ... to get a more equitable
overall balance,” Richard

Sklar, the US diplomat negoti-
ating with the General Assem-
bly's finance committee, told
reporters.

Top Algerian
militant leader
killed

ALGIERS, Dec 23: Algerian
security forces killed the No. 2
Algiers cell leader of the Armed
Islamic Group in a shootout in
the capital, a newspaper re-
ported Tuesday, reports AP,

The man known only as
"Moh le Blond" (Mohammed the
Blond), was shot several times
Monday in a clash with the
army outside a mosque in the
Basse-Casbah marketplace in
Algiers, the independent daily
La Tribune said.

Moh le Blond has been re-
ported killed before, as have
other leaders of the Armed Is-
lamic Group, Algeria's bloodiest
insurgent taction.

Muslim fundamentalist mil-
itants — through random mas-
sacres and bomb attacks — are
tryinE to overthrow the mili-
tary-backed government and in
turn create a state based on Ko-
ranic law.

The insurgency began in
early 1992 alter the military
cancelled legislative elections
that Islamic fundamentalist
parties were poised to win.

Agreement to
build Eurofighter
jet signed

BONN, Dec 23: Formal
agreement to build the Eu-
rofighter combat aircraft,
signed in Bonn on Monday, re-
moved the final hurdle to a
project that has taken years of
tense four-nation negotiations,
reports Reuter.

The plane, conceived before
the Berlin wall fell and the So-
viet threat faded, will become
an integral part of the British,
German, Italin and Spanish air

forces.

Germany will buy 180 Eu-
rofighters for a total cost of 23
billion marks (18 billion US
dollars). But that decision fol-

year as of controversy as
the end of the Cold ar
prompted many to question the
need for such a weapon, espe-
ciallﬁ as the government was
slashing spending on social
welfare programmes.
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on aeec and
st the \roubled Middie Fast siacs

process, AP says from Jerusalem.
"China does not play a role as mediator or coordinator.

China is concerned about the Middle East
China also offers its views and

peace process, so
in a frank and sin-

cere manner,” said Qian, after meeting his Israeli counterpart

David Levy.
Stro

earthquakesS meas
northern Japan

L ]
hlt QIaP' Two
5.2 and 5.4 on the Richiér Scale struck

the M

said. But

there were no reports 1::('y damage or casualties, AFf’y says from

Tokvo.

e first quake was recorded at 1:32 am (1632 GMT Monday)

near Iwate

refecture, with the

tre some 40 kilometres

(25 miles) unga- the sea. The second came at 4:08 am (1908 GMT
Monday) on Hokkaido Island, with an epicentre 110 kilometres

(68 miles) underground.

C
milita

killing all seven people aboard,

r crash kills 7 in Colombia:

elicopter crashed into the Pacific Ocean Monday,

the Defence Ministry

announced, AFP says from ta.

A general, an admiral

were among

other senior mili
those believed killed when the Bell- plunged

officials

into the ocean only minutes after leaving the Bahia Solano
rt. A witness told radionet radio the chopper was in flames

fore plunging into the sea.

erian rebel held in France:

Authorities on Monday
violent Armed Islamic Grou
France, after Britain expell
said, AP reports from Paris.

were hnldinF a member of Algeria's

to terrorist activity in

him last week, official sources

Mohamed Kerouche, believed to have run a militant network
in France, was placed under custody of the DST, France's FBI ,

when he stepped off a plane Friday,

tion of anonymity.

the

the sources said on condi-

US poet Denise Levertov dies: peuse

Levertov, a major American rJ:voet
a

at 74. Levertov died Satu
cnrg}ﬁllcauuns of lymphoma,

the most recent
lished collections
and edited other books.

China to

sa

e published more than 20 w}lr:m of
"Sands of the Well" in 1996.
essays, translated three volumes of poetry

and poetry theorist, has died

ata h tal Seattle from

from Seattle.

since 1946,
also pub-

s "
L]
China will expand “its nascent mial"ﬂrit Xstem to

hundreds more cities and counties next year, the state-run
Xinhua News Agency reported Tuesday, AP reports from

Beijing.

e decision to extend the network — announced Monday by

China's civil affairs minister — comes as npl
tionwide soars from a government-ordered res

-state enterprises.

.na-

cturing of

| the end of 1965."

Basu may be
!
offered PM's
L] ] [ ]
job, if UF wins

NEW DELHI, Dec 23; A senior
member of India's coalition
government today said the
country's best-known commu-
nist leader would be offered the
Frtnm minister's job if the al-
lance won next year's elec-
tions, reports AFP.

Railways minister Ram Vi-
las Paswan told re ers that
Jyoti Basu, chief minister of
West Bengal, would be asked to
take the top job, the Press Trust
of India reported.

Basu, whose Marxist gov-
ernment celebrated its 20th
year in in in June,
was oflered the prime minis-

ll:r'u[lob after the ruling United
Front alliance decided to stake

claim to r following hung
elections last year.
Paswan told s in the

West Bengal town of Midnapore:
"“During our first tenure we....
offered the post to Jyoti Basu

“If we have a second term, we
will again request him. We will
be most happy if he accepts it
this time," he said.

| Kennedy ordered

to withdraw troops

om Vietnam!

ASHINGTON. Dec 23: For-
US President John
ordered his advisers to
draft a plan to withdraw US
forces from Vietnam weeks be-
fore he was assassinated, newly
declassified documents show,

mer

reports AFP.
A memo dated October 4,
1963 from Ke 's chairman

of the joint chiefs of staff
Maxwell Taylor said the presi-
dent had for such a =

to be drafted and submit
review two days earlier.

The document said the plans
to end US involvement were to
be discussed with then South
W President Ngo Dinh

em.

But Diem was assassinated
just weeks before Kennedy's
death November 22, 1963 Presi-

up the campaign after
the , and US troops
remained until 1975

The memo said US com-
%mm-lmdilgrmphm
complete military cam-
paign in the northern and cen-
tral areas the end of 1964
and in the (Mekong) Delta by

i International s

China rejects call for
UN-supervised
reterendum on Tibet

BEWJING, Dec 23: China to-
day rejected a call by interna-
tional jurists for a UN-super-
vised referendum on self-de-

termination in Tibet, reports
AFP.

"Self-determination is out of
the question. Tibet is part of

China,” said Tang Guoqgiang, a
spokesman for the Foreign
inistry.

The Geneva-based Interna-
tional Commission of Jurists
on Monday accused China of in-
tensifying rgn:uiun in Tibet
and asked Beijing to allow a
referendum.

But Tang res to the
request today during the min-
istry’'s regular news conference.

"From time immemorial,
Tibet has been part of China.

The affairs of Tibet are those of

China and we all
interference in ina's internal
affairs,” he said.
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New words in
English language!

LONDON: The Oxford English Dictionary, self-appointed
guardian nct]‘ til.lllﬂ En j:i'.h language, has included Dlm;;l::a) "girl
power” an € "adultescent” in its new editi port ;
sy, formts ArE. ion, re s said
_ This year, following the catchphrases of marketing. are
tﬂdlﬂtﬁl‘ ; s?nmne aged 35 to 45 who hangs on to youth cul-
ture, Huillagette”, a woman with pre-feminist role mod
negaholic™ a pessimist. 3 ole esand

- ;Gu;rl power” is given a "feminism espoused by the Spice
ris.
The redefinition of the British political landscape with To
Ellla:jir’?hcict;an iln Mayr:ms led to the inclusion of I:'few l..zﬂ:n::u.?rljr
e opie's princess"” Blair's descripti
Fﬁn]..ambo of cafﬂ% on her death. proseh Dt
ur's ient press machine and use of tight party disci-
pline also pr ed the oed to include " "
e pore uut'z.?ttht e clude om message"” to denote
A spokeswoman for the dictionary said: "Words are ch
because they are a direct result of events or trends of the ::;
year or describe something completely new."

In a 365-page report, "Tibet:
Human rights and the rule of
law.” the International Com-
mission of Jurists (ICJ) said Ti-
betans had become a "people
under alien subjugation” since
Chinese communist forces oc-
cupied the territory in 1950.

The ICJ, which groups jurists
from many different judicial
systems, said international law
entitled Tibet to freely decide its
political status.

But Tang said the authors of
the report "have no knowledge
of what happens in Tibet nor of
the policies of the Chinese gov-
ernment in Tibet.”

AP adds: The Chinese gov-
ernment has denied accusa-
tions of torture and religious
persecution. It has blocked UN
attempts to investigate, reject-
ing outside interest in human
rights in Tibet as subversive
interference.

Clinton says 1n Bosnia

'Peace depends on Balkan
leaders, not to anyone else’

SARAJEVO, Dec 23: Under
tight security in this war-
scarred city, President Bill
Clinton said Monday the
United States is proud of its role
in resurrecting the crippled re-
gion but said “the future is up to
you — not the Americans, not
the Europeans, not to anyone
else.” s AP.

Clinton exulted in the new
face of Sarajevo, bustling with

ple and cafes and thriving

siness, a few short years after
the guns were silenced. He met
with Bosnia's federation of
leaders and described his mes-
ngEYln them.

ou owe it to your count

to bring out the best in E
acting in concert. not conflict,
overcoming obstacles, not. cre-
ating them, ri above petty
disputes, not fueling them.

Clinton said he encountered
a group of soldiers from Vir-

nia and one of the troops told

: “These are good and
this is a good thing we're doing."
Clinton was visiting the Ameri-
can base in Tuzla later in the

day. to thank the 8,000 US
troops who learned last week
their stay here will be indefi-
nite.

“We in the United States are
proud of our role in Bosnia's
new beginning,” he said.

For the most part, though,
Clinton's :J):Ech in Sarajevo
was directed at Bosnia's people
and its quarrelsome leaders.

To the people, he said: "You
must make your desire for peace
and the common future clear to
the leaders of each group.”

To the three members of
Bosnia's collective presidency,
he sald they are responsible for
rebuilding the government and
for turning the 1995 Dayton
peace accords into reality.

“In the end, the future is up to
you, not to the Americans, not

After
An undated handout photo from Marck & Co demonstrates
the great improvement experienced by 5% of the patients
who took the company's drug for baldness, Propecia. The
Food and Drug Administration announced Monday, that it
approved Propecia, the first pill for male pattern baldness,
a potential way for men both to grow new hair and to stop
existing strands from falling out. —  AP/UNB photo

Charles preparing grounds?

LONDON: Britain's Prince Charles and his longtime com-
anion Camilla Parker Bowles have appeared together in public
or the first time since the death of his former wife Diana,

Princess of Wales, reports AFP.

Before

to the Europeans, not to ne Several newspapers carried reports and separate pictures of
else,” he said. Of their respon- the couple Tuesday as they bra cold mtal-]eg and pl:.ubhc, Eiu-
sibility, Clinton said, ose approvably riding out with the same fox-hunt on Monday.

who shirk it will isolate them-
selves. The world, which con-
tinues to invest in your peace
rightfully expects that you will

do your part.

The couple are rarely seen together and are careful neve
ctured side by nidc.? il . o
arker Bowles is at best barely tolerated and at worst reviled

in Britain, and Diana's death on August 31 provoked her virtual

disappearance from public view until earlier this month when
she was pictured hunting.

be

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 23:
N Security .C

that Baghdad allow
su

on Monday that failure

to allow ttf: UN S alb%mh:q
mission (UNSCOM) charged
with scra g Iraq's weapons
of mass truction into any
site was "una table and a
clear violation the relevant
resolutions.”

But at the insistence of Rus-
sia, the statement no longer
condemned Iraq for its actions.
A Russian spokesman said "dis-
cussions were continuing on

a ﬂf’ld a;'llnl'gc u?sg:ug:gfa%’ ‘*'@Wﬁﬁfﬁggﬁm”” !ﬂ”'

practical relations with the in-
spectors, and did neot. include

Richardson said he was
the council had sent
called an "unmistakable
to Iraq” which while not
out nﬂlit?!:j,r action kept diplo-
macy and negotiation as the
first choice. L

Despite Iraq's hard-nosed
rhetoric about limiting
weapons inspections, a senior
US official said on Monday that
Baghdad was :lluictl_v acceding
to the demands of the arms
monitoring teams.

“The Iraqis, for all the
rhetoric about net letting UN-

at he

Mondays' joint appearance at the Beaufort Hunt in south
west England prompted The Express newspaper to comment

that Charles was preparing the ground for his first -
pearance "with the woman he lav%;.“ a—

To track man's migration

SCOM go to certain places, have WASHINGTON: Scientists can now track man's migrat
not-blocked the teams from do- since prehistoric times by studying a, widespread a oﬂ‘.mmn
ob. On the ground, the harmless virus secreted in the : study. re- :
:I 's—have been;;i ports AFP. i e | . - -]-:—
cgss Lo Leald g oL In Hudhtnhw Tuesddy (n jtheprdceedings. of - /
the o s, who spoke on con- the H;mnal Academy meeL researchers found that vari-

dition that he not be identified.

Asked if the inspectors had
sought access to any site that
Iraq has declared off-limits, the

ations in the human polyoma virus JC are each associated with
a particular amel)'o -
"We conclude that J

ma ' have co-evolved wi man
species, and that it S £ O

s a convenient marker for human

official said: "The Iragis have migrations in both prehistoric and modern times." repo .
not provided a list of what is searchers at the National Institute of Neurological Diunrg-'iim
off-limits, so it's hard to know For example, the types of viruses affecting US Navajo and

what those places are.”

"But he said Iraq's public
stance on arms inspections was
unacceptable,” pointed to
Monday's Security Council
statement demanding free ac-
cess to Iraqi sites.

flathead Indians, along with the Chamorro of Guam. are the
same type as those carried by modern Asians, the scientists say.

The study solidifies the theory that American Indians and
those from certain Pacific islands migrated from Asia by cross-
ing the bering strait some 15,000 to 30.000 years ago, the re-

searchers write.
Although normally harmless. the virus can trigger deadly

cerebral infections in some humans.

Actress Hunter Tylo, h, and law

X

breach of contract and pregnancy discrimination.

yer Gloria Allred speak outside the Los Angeles
Country Courthouse after a jury awarded Tylo nearly $5 million Monday, for being fired
from her role as a seductress on "Melrose Place" because she became pregnant. The 34-
year-old actress sued Spﬂllinngntartainm&nt Group and Spelling Television Inc, alleging

Korean food talks slowed
over ROK demand for
proper distribution

BEIJING, Dec 23: Talks be-
tween North and South Korean
Red Cross officials on deliver-
ing food to the famine-stricken

they reach their intended desti-
nations.

Officials of both sides re-
fused to disclose details of their

North slowed Tuesday over de- emer agreement during the
mands by the South for proof mﬂ?g Beijing luxury hotel.
that all donations reach starv- The South Korean

ing North Koreans, reports AP.
After meeting for more than

90 minutes, the officials said

demanded Monday that
Korea tighten monitoring and
consider overland shipments

they would add a third day of through Panmujom, the neutral
talks Wednesday. Chang Moon- village on the hostile nations'
ik, a spokesman for the South  heavily armed border.

Korean Embassy in Beijing, After the first dele-

said they had to consult wi
their headquarters before get-
ting together again.

Chang told reporters there
would be "domestic political
repercussions” if the South Ko-
rean Red Cross failed to get con-
cessions from the North side
about a better delivery system.

South Korean officials, wor-
' ried that aid is being diverted to
the North Korean military,
want to send observers along
with food shipments to ensure

ation head Lee -woong
gﬂld his Red Crl:ran%hapt:r

to match the 50,000 tons
in food aid it has included in
each of two aid shipments to
North Korea this year.

Lee ackno Monday
that capitalist South Korea's
economic turmoil might make
donors less willing to con-
tribute relief to the secretive,
Stalinist North. South Korea's
currency has lost half its value

and stock prices have plunged.

— AP/UNB photo l

New findings may fill blanks about Jesus' boyhood

NAZARETH, Israel, Dec 23:
In the time of Jesus, his fellow

villagers in Nazareth made

their living b wi apes,
olives and 4 gg: tel:rgagupgt

Kligu the limestone hills, reports

At harvest time, all 300 vil-
lagers — Jesus likely included —
would stomp grapes to extract
juice, and huddle in watchtow-
ers at night to guard their pro-
duce against thieves. :

These images em from
excavations of the only pristine
farmland left in the centre of
Nazareth, now a cramped city of
60,000, The finds may fill in
some blanks about Jesus' boy-
hood and perhaps lead to better

understanding of the older.

man, says Stephen Pfann, an
Amencaﬂ Bible scholar and
archeologist. &
"As a child he walked about
thn:ise lhﬂltn anddsaw tll'ne animals
and plants and people working
In the fields. He used these im-

ages in building his parables .

later on," said Pfann, a native
of San Jose, California, who
heads Jerusalem's Centre for
the Study of Early Christianity.

Even though Jesus spent
much of his life in Nazareth,
from about age 3 until his late
20s, little is known gbout what
he did there, said the Rev.
Jerome Murphy O'Connor, a
scholar at Jerusalem's Ecole
Biblique.

It I1s believed that Jesus fol-
lowed the trade of his father,
Joseph, a carpenter. Joseph
may have chose to settle in
Hazarcthdhecauac 1} wsz.; within
walking distance o horis,
the capital of Galilee which at
the time was being completely
rebuilt following its destruction
by the Romans, Murphy O'Con-
ner said.

By comparison, Nazareth
was tiny, with two or three
clans living in 35 homes spread
over six acres (2.5 hectares),
Pfann said. The homes later

_ were razed by invaders: What

remains are several basement
caves, cisterns and silos éxca-
vated in the late 19508 durin

" reconstruction of the Church o

the Annunciation.
While walking along the ter-

Jesus

raced slopes of the Nazareth
Hospital grounds earlier this
year, Pfann stumbled across an
ancient wine ~— a bed-sized
}cvtl area tcuut into the Iinmutgne
or squashing grapes — and a
vat below l'gr cnl:l'leectlng the
A d began in April, with

E in . wit
from the hospital and
local volunteers. Since then,
Pfann and archaeologist Ross
Joseph Voss have laid bare two
cultural terraces, the bases
of five watchtowers in the
fields, and stone irrigation
channels from a now-dry

spring to lower-lying terraces.
A small qunrz‘:mmmﬁd by
the team had a ble purpose,
Pfann said. Stonecutters would
carve plateaus to make wider
terraces, and use the blocks
&E‘f retrieved for building in
The stone plateaus then
would be filled with several lay-

ers of soil brought up from t

valley by donkeys.’

su

‘work much of the time, they

\ NASA to build balloon to carry
instruments to near edge of space

balloon taller than a 30-st He said the scientific ¢apa-
building and wider than | bilities of the superballoon and

Even if Jesus and his father
were busy with construction

likely would have joined the

villagers at harvest time, Pfann ards (91 metres) will be built  the Pegasus are "roughly com-
and Murphy O'Connor said. NASA to carry astronomy parable.”
At the time the crop came | jnstruments to near the edge of "The asus can launch a

payload that will stay up for a
couple of years, but it is only
500 pounds (225 . he
said. "The balloon would carry
about 3,000 pounds (1,350 kilo-
grams). but it will stay up only
about 100 days.”
Another advantage for the
balloon, said Tueller, is that

instruments can be recovered
ard flown again, time after tie.

in, everyone I!Z:..lt everything
aside, whether .waaa:::u;p:n-
ter or did something else”,

Pfann said. "Jesus, along with
his family, would have been in-

volved in this.”

Along with the others, Jesus
might have crushed grapes with
his bare feet in the wine press
and spent the nights in one of
the towers — a small room on a
tall stone base — with the vil-

lagers, telli stories, sin
and phymg?ﬁe flute to pasFt?l%
time

Such scenes from his boy-

space, reports AP.
The balloon will carry more

weight higher and fly longer
than any other scientific bal-
loon ever, said Jack Tueller, a
Goddard Space Flight Centre as-
trophysicists and chief project
scientist for the Ultra Long Du-
ration Balloon Project.

The balloon would lift about
3.000 nds (1,350 kilograms)
more than 22 miles (35 kilome-
tres) high and would stay aloft

for 100 :ﬁys. long enough to
i
=

"If you fly a payload (on a
balloon) and its doesn't work
then you just recover the pay-
load, fix it and fly it again,” he
said. This is impractical on a

circle th obe about five times

if the wi are right.
And the balloon will conduct

hood found their way into Jesus or satellite

teachings. In this parables, he :;,E:n: ’Eﬂ,.,ﬁpﬁﬁf:f: t:“uih The planned balloon would

makes several references 1o | 1.4q than the cheapest of be made of a combination of a

vineyards, to sowing seeds and | NASA's rocket launches. the  high tech fabric and an alu-

harvesting grain. sus. which costs 15 milllon minized lymer material,
e mrl to 18 million dollars, such as ar.




