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v/ TICK THE CORRECT ANSWERS
| Competition doses at 8 pmon |
| Dec 26, 1997 |
1 | In which group have Brazil been |
| drawn for France '98¢

A B C

2 | How many centuries has |
Atapattu hit in Test cricket fo |
date? t

] 2 3 |

Who is the national soccer |
coach of Saudi Arabia?® j

4| Who were Bangladesh's
opponents in the World Youth |

Cup cricket qualifiers' final?

|1 Nepd NG
How many teams ore faking part in the |
Premier Division cncket league?
| 10 12 14
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Wagqgar Younis
|Pakistan last bowler)
“I don't listen to motivation
tapes or whatever, nstead, [ lis-
ten to myself. And my inner self
keeps saying. 'Waqar you're the
best’. Thuat does the trick."

On how he motivates himself
on the rare occasion when his

rhythm is not right.

Rajshahi hift
kabadi title

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Dec 22: Hosts
Rajshahi clinched the divi-
sional kabadi championship
defeating Bogra by 22-20 points
in the final held at the local
stadium here today.

Zafar Imam, the secretary of
Rajshahi Divisional Sports As-
sociation, witnessed the final
as chief guest and distributed
prizes.

Nat'l age group
tennis from
today

Sports Reporter

The final leg of the Elite
Paint national age-group tennis
circuit begins at the National
Tennis Complex in Ramna this
morning.

A total of 38 boys and girls
will take part in the meet which
is divided into two age groups —
under-14 and under- 18.

T

BEIJING, Dec 22
(Xinhua): Ameri-
can legend Pete
Sampras still
kept his domina-
tion in tennis
throughout the

court
season, hut the foundation of

the sport beneath him has
started to shift.

The American, 26, is the

past

only player who has captured
two Grand Slams in a single
season — Wimbledon and the
Australian Open. With his vic-
tory in the season-ending Elite
Eight tournament, Sampras
has collected a total of eight ti-
tles,

His superiority on any sur-
face except clay in the French
Open earned him the name of
the best player in the past 25
years.

By [inishing as No 1 on the
ATP Tour rankings for the fifth
consecutive year, Sampras has
tied the record of fellow Ameri-
can Jimmy Connors in the 70's.

Since the inception of the
ranking system in 1973. only
13 cr!ayera have ever been No 1
and only nine have ever fin-
ished the year No 1. |

Sampras swapped the No 1
ranking with Andre Agassi and
Thomas Muster early in 1996,

but regained it on April 15 and
has held it since.

Throughout the season,
there were few players who
dominated and many lower-
ranked newcomers rose

through the ranks by beating
the established stars and reach-

Indian selectors heave a sigh of relie
Sachin's men stun

._ GUWAHATI, Dec
22: Sachin Ten-
- dulkar's new-look
| India bounced
. back today f(rom

| WY | their Sharjah
shambles to humble Sri ;
cruising to a seven-wicket
victory in the first of three one-,
day internationals, reports

AFD.

Tendulkar, whose leadershi
has come under renewe
scrutiny after his side was
whitewashed in the Sharjah
Champions' Trophy, pla a
key role in a no-nonsense win
which never looked in doubt
after the world champions
slumped to 172 for nine.

The Indian captain, with six
newﬂrlayrra in his line-up,

layed a pivotal role with a pro-
essional 82 not out off 86 balls
on a slow, low pitch.

His innings. only brightened
uF by a flurry of late boundaries
after victory was assured, took
him past 1.000 runs in one-day
internationals for the season.

He was beaten to the man-of-
the-match award, however, by
all-rounder Robin Singh. who
cleaned up the bottom half of
the Sri Lankan order with ca-
reer-best figures of five for 22,

Tendulkar said: "Recently
we've not had ahgnod time. It's
very important that we get sup-
port and that we stick together
as a team.”

Sri Lankan skipper una
Ranatunga said: e played
very badly — we didn't bat well
and we didn't bowl or field well.

"But were good enough to
come back, we've done it before,
to come back and win 2-1."

The hero of the match, how-
ever, was Indian medium-fast
seamer Debashish Mohanty.

Mohanty, with only a hand-
ful of international appear-
ances behind him, brought into
the side after opening bowler
Venkatesh Prasad was axed.

He promptly laid the
groundwork with three top-or-
der wickets, including the
scalps of Sanath Jayasuriya

Captaincy cliche costs Lara

UNDATED, Dec
22: If star West In-
dies batsman
Brian Lara has

not been himself

_1 at the crease
L = lately, it might be
because his mind is on taking

over the captaincy of the team
for England's tour of the
Caribbean which begins next
month.

West Indies coach Malcolm
Marshall recently told re-
porters in England that the long
debate about the cap issue
has affected Lara. But he argued
that it was only natural.

'l don't think Brian's batting
problems during the last few
weeks have been technical,”
Marshall said, "The whole cap-
taincy issue is affecting him
and he has spoken to me about
it a couple of times. When you
know you are close to becoming
captain, | think it would affect
anybody."”

The world's most :xcitm%
batsman, holder of both Tes
and first-class record scores,
has been struggling for runs as
he tries to show the selectors
that he is the man to take over
the reins of a team in sharp de-
cline.

Captain Courtney Walsh, by
contrast, is bowling as well as
he has ever done in his life. The
35-year-old Jamaican was the
top wicket-taker in Pakistan,
and in Sharjah has been the
niost potent new-ball force in
the tournament. And if the West
Indies could have beaten Eng-
land’s one-day specialists in the
Champions' Trophy final,
Fa.lsh might get a stay of execu-

ion.

Walsh looked certain to be
axed in the wake of the 3-0 Test
whitewash by Pakistan, but the
West Indies have bounced back
somewhat in Sharjah.

But that leaves Lara, for
whom the last few months espe-
cially have been a curious, even
tortured. existence, caught in
the middle of a saga that has

ing the late stages ot events and
winning titles.

Patrl}fik Rafttt::;. 24, was
among them. He the
ranked No 62, butgﬂnt nﬁ
win the US Open, his first ma-
jor title. The Australian has
finished the year at No 2.

Swede Jonas Bjorkman be-
gan the year ranked No 69. Af-
ter winning his third title of the
year in Stockholm on home
soil, Bjorkman has shot to No 4
in the world. -

The 25-year-old Swede also
made a t achievement at the
end of the year, lea Sweden
to beat the United States for the
Davis Cup.

The Swede has one of the
best returns in tennis, his
breakthrough has helped him
shake off a reputation of being

J%-.ﬂ. . ..-. AL
PETE SAMPRAS

and Aravinda de Silva, after Sri
Lanka were reduced to 30 for
three after being put in.

He had Jayasuriya caught in
the gully off a drive with the
score on five, Marvan Atapattu
caught behind and Aravinda
picked up at short midwicket.

Robin then took over, his
gentle medium pace proving

i,
.
T

R SINGH ... player-of-match

perfect on a slow wicket more
suited to limited shots and

placement than bold stroke-

pla’ﬁl
¢ only real resistance
came from number three
Roshan Mahanama, who scored
68 before falling to Robin in the
final overs, brilliantly caught
in the covers by Ajay Jadeja.
Jadc{a. however, soon as-
sumed the villain's role at the
start of India's reply when he
ended up with Saurav Gangul
at the same end of the pitch al-
ter a horrendous mix-up.
Jadeja's run-out was soon
followed by Ganguly playing
down the wrong line to pace
bowler Chaminda Vaas, the ball
clipping his ofl stump to reduce
India to 26 for two.

threatened to tear apart the
team once arded as the
world's best. rshall, how-
ever, denied that Walsh and

Lara did not get on and scoffed
at that they don't even
s

Lara, . had been

ing a deliberately low profile
1:I|.1rlr15l the last 10 dg{la in
S ., spending virtually all
his leisure time on the golf
course away from the team and
media .

Marshall said that he was

BRIAN LARA
‘very disappointed with his bat-

ungBut he loves to play for the
West Indies," he added, "and
there is no way he would not
glay against En‘glland in the

est series even if he was not
made captain. He is not that
sort of person.”

Marshall said personal crit-
icism back home in the
Caribbean had also hurt Lara
and he has also struggled to
come to termns with the mental
burden of being expected to

mainly a successful doubles

platr;r*

st year, Bjorkman had a
25-25 singles record, this year,
he leads the tour with more
than 70 match wins,

"Jonas is a very talented
player,” Michael Chang once
said. "He is one of the few play-
ers who really has an all-court

game.
*He has a good serve,
volleys and is very solid o
ground,” C said.
Carlos Moya, the Australian
Open finalist from Spain, has

been the urlﬁest layer mov-

ing into the A Tn?.:r}::cham i-

onships. MRP?H. 21, has finished
o7.

the at
erican Michael Chang,

who dropped to No 3 after the

the

MARTINA HINGIS

But Tendulkar and Navjot
Sidhu put on 68, opting for sen-
sible ones and two rather than
fireworks.

When Sidhu top Edﬂf:ﬂ off-

ralitharan
PRAORET A ey "Mohammad

Azharuddin joined Tendulkar
to put on undefeated 79.

SCOREBIl }AR!P
Scoreboard of the first one-

d:‘y match between India and

Sri Lanka on Monday:

J e Jadeja b Mohanty

ayasuriya c

Atapattu c Mongia b Mohanty

Mahanama c Jadeja b Robin

Aravinda ¢ Chauhan b Mohanty

Ranatunga ¢ Robin b %

Kaluwitharana ¢ Bahutule b Robi

Dharmasena ¢ Bahutule b Robin

Chandana lbw b Robin

Vaas not out

Muralitharan b Robin

Sanjeeva not out

Extras: (b-9, nb-2, w-6)

Total: for 9 wickets in 45 overs
Fall of wickets: 1-5; 2-

30, 4-92; 5133, 6-152; 7-1

161; 9-167.

Srinatg

Mohanty
Chauhan
Ganguly
Robin
Bahutule
Garguy bV
aas
Jadeja run out
Sidhu ¢ Atapattu b Muralitharan
Tendulkar not out
Azharuddin not out
Extras: (b-1, w-6, nb-1)
Total: (2 wkis in 37.5 overs)
Fall of wickets: 1-16; 2-26, 3-04
Did not bat: R Singh. N Mon-

ia. J Srinath, R Chauhan, D
ohanty, S Bahutule
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Bowling O M R W
Vaas 7 1 19 1
Sanjeeva e O3 D
Muralitharan 7 0 49 |
Dharmasena 9 0 24 0
Jayasuriya 8 02 0
Chandana 3 0 22 0

Result: India won by seven

Man-of-match: Robin Singh
(India).

score more heavily than anyone

g-: every time the West Indies
L.

According to the fearsome
fastbowler of yesteryear, the
West Indies team maintained a

ﬁotxi spirit despite the Pakistan
umiliation.
"Pakistan is the hardest

players were very happy.” Mar-
shall conceded th%
have played well in this -

nament and s ed that the

strategy of picking a one-day

tearmn separate and distinct from

the Test team was worth look-
at.

"l think we also should be
picking a one-day specialist
team for these events. But we
came in Sharjah straight from
the Pakistan Test tour and so
we have had to make do with
the 15 players that came across,
after Curtly Ambrose went
home to have treatment for his
shoulder injury.”

Meanwhile, on Saturday,
Lara signed as the captain of
Warwickshire for next county

season, succeeding Tom
Munton.
Lara played for Warwick-

shire in their trthll:-winning
campaign three seasons ago an
said. 1 can't wait for the opror-
tunity to return to Edgbatson,
the scene of such wonderful suc-
cess for myself and the club in
1994.

"I hope that in 1998 I can
lead a successful team and a
championship-winning club.”

Lara will be available for
Warwickshire's first home
championship game of the sea-
son on April 17 against

Durham, the victims of his

world-record 501 not out in
1994,
Source:

(Trinidad)

The Express

November, has another solid
year with five tournament
wins.

Yevgeni Kafelnikov of Rus-
sia jum to finish the year at
No 5 alter beating Czech Petr
Korda to claim the Kremlin

from
tour-
ench

year at No

In women's tennis, young
generation stole the limelight
and only Jana Novotna struck a
blow for the older ones.

WINNERS OF FOUR

GRAND SLAMS

AUSTRALIAN OPEN:
Men's singles — Pete Sampras
(United States)
Women's singles — Martina
Hingis (Switzerland)

CH OPEN:

Gustavo Kuerten,
Brazil, lailed to win an
nament after taking the
?gen. He finished

Men's singles — Gustavo
Kuerten (Brazil)

Women's — lva Majoli
(Croatia)

WIMBLEDON:

Men's — Pete Sampras
(United States)

Women's — Martina
Hingis (Switzerland)

US OPEN:

Men's — Patrick Rafter
(Australi

Women's — Martina
Hingis [(Switzer

ATP Tour championships
winner — Pete Sampras (United
States)

Chase championships winners:
Jana Novotna (Czech Republic).

BRIEF SCORES

GOPIBAGH FA: 234 for
seven in 45 overs (Ripon 56.
Rosel 41, Saiful 38 n.o., Rizvi

ar:s 3/25. Raju 2/37)
| TOd"I'H: 101 all
iout in 29.2 overs (Asad 24

'Raju 22. Shyamol 4/32,
Ripon3/16)

Result: Gopibagh FA won
by 133runs.

Gopibagh Friends Associa-
tion thrashed Gulshan Youth
Club by 133 runs in a First Di-
vision cricket le e encounter

at the City Club ground in Mir-

pur yesterday.
Eglectlng to bat first,
Gopibagh amassed 234 f{or

seven in the stipulated 45 overs
with opener Ripon scorin
highest 56 off £7 balls. Rose
(41), Shyamo! (38 n.o.) and
Rizvi (37) were the other notable
-::nnll'.rihuturs. .

n y. Gulshan Youth were
huruﬂmut for a meagre 101 in
29.2 overs. 's Shyamol
captured four wickets for 32

while Ri took three for only
16 runs % SCVET OVETS,

McGrath to

go through
fitness test

MELBOURNE, Dec 22: Aus-
tralian selectors will give in-
jured strike bowler Glenn Mc-
Grath chance to prove his
fitness for the first Test against
South Africa starting Friday.
reports AP.

McGrath is recovering from
a muscle strain but was named

in a squad of 13 players for the
match at the Me me Cricket
Ground.

He will be required to un-
dergo centre wicket practice
over two days to confirm his re-
covery.

Australia will welcome back
captain Mark Taylor and wick-
etkeeper lan Healy, the two ex-
perienced players who were
dro for the first stage of the
tri-series limited overs compe-
tition.

South Africa finishes a four

day match against Australia A
unYHnndlybefnupupanngfar
the Test.
AUSTRALIA: Mark Taylor
{cnﬂlain]. Hlllll’ill-k' Elliott,
cky Pon ., Mark Waugh,
Bml:ngm Wa . lan
Healy, Paul Reiffel, Shane
Warne, Simon Cook. Michael

Kasprowicz, Glenn McGrath,
y Bichel.

SA draw
four-day
match

BRISBANE, Dec 22: Daryll
Cullinan prepared for his
crucial tum'i'e with star spinner
Shane Warne as South Africa
and Australia A played out a

AP

draw Monday, :
ruggled to

Cullinan has st
play the leg-spinner in previous
matches between the two
countries. They play the first
Lﬂl};r a three-match series in
elbourne starting Friday.

Australia A finished afl-lzz
in their second innings when
captains called a halt before the

eduled close.

Cullinan finished with a fine
83 Monday before given out Ibw
to leg-spinner Stuart MacGill.

It was a dubious decision, as
the ball hit him outside off
stump as he went a long way
forward, but failed to offer a
shot.

MacGill troubled New
Zealand's batsmen before the
recent Test series and is
considered a heir apparent to
Wamne in the full team.

Cullinan’s innings was the
cornerstone of South Africa's
second of 220 for seven
declared. He scored 50 runs in
iundm‘les.mﬂl 11 fours and a

Nat’l youth hockey
Narayanganj

win opener

Sports Reporter

Narayanganj were off to a
fine start in the first round of
the Acme 16th national youth
championship with a 2-0 vic-
tory over M anj in the in-
auﬁura] match played at the
National Hockey Stadium yes-

t:rdAag.
er a goalless first half of
the Group B clash, Jahangir
ut Nara j ahead with a
eld goal in the 58th minute
while Monir sealed the match
through a penalty corner ten
minutes later.
A total of 21 teams split into
two-group for the first round,

are taking part in the week long
meet

U- 15 cricket

coaching camp
Sports Reporter

The month-long cricket
coachi prtﬁ'amn for the
under-15 cricketers, organised
by Lotus-Kamal Cricket Foun-
dation, will begin in three dis-
tii.ﬂctdhcndqugﬂer: — Comilla,

aridpur and M singh —
frum.?nnum'f 1, 11958 o

In Comilla, the coaching
will be held at the Betar
mugerﬂolon.of mmnunlzld-.?r :
s ocC
while B'h“lof thzﬂ Babla will bckif'l
charge coaching in My-
mensingh which will IE: held {t
the Mukul Niketan School
m‘mﬁmﬂ-

coaching programme in
Faridpur will be conducted
Tuhin and Bablu. "

l
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Brazil captain Dunga (R) holds the Confederations Cup trophy while ace ma;'gl;.;lan

g T

J{_ -

Romario (L) carries the Silver Ball (award for the second most outstanding player) and
(Giolden Shoe (top goal scorer's award) during the tournament's prize distribution ceremony

in Rivadh on Dec 21

— AP/UNB photo

Confederations Cup Brazil’s
Socceroos taught a lesson

RIYADH, Dec 22

Brarzil's deadly

siriking duo

® ' Ronaldo and Ro-

[ j tmhario hagged a

hattrick apiece as

world champions Brazil

demolished 10 man Australia

6-0 in the Conlederations Cup
final on Sunday. reports AFP.

The South Americans gave
notice of Lheir awesome attack-
ing er ahead of next year's
World Cup in a match that de-

enera into a one-sided ex-
bition after the first half.

The Socceroos, despite fail-
ing to make the World Cup fi-

s, had lost only once under
coach Terry Venables prior to
Sunday in 18 matches but they
never looked like improving
that record.

As early as the fourth
minute the shaven-headed
Ronaldo stormed down the left
flank and crossed for Romario,
unmarked, to head Ilwards —
only for Mark Bosnich in the
Australian goal to fling himself
left and with the help of the post
somehow the ball out,

It was all Brazil as the South
Americans, who had drawn 0-0
with Australia earlier jii the
tournament, completely desta-
bilised Terry Venables' men
with their quick passing and
movement.

Bosnich again came to Aus-
tralia's rescue in the 12th
minute, foiling Atletico Madrid
playmaker Juninho with a

plunging save to his right after
thel}glrmer Middlesbrough man

:'E:.‘

%

SUPERHEROES ..

S

. Brazil's awes

fired in a fierce low volley.

The inevitable breakthrough
came three minutes later.
Ronaldo showed his strength to
shrug off two defenders and

le_l}"L".(l in Denilson down the
elt.

The 21-year-old midfielder,
who will become the most ex-
pensive player in the world

AWARD WINNERS

RIYADH, Dec 22 (Xinhua):
Following are the list of
award winners at the
Confederations Cup In
Riyadh on Sunday:
Tournament's best player:
Denilson (Brazil)

Runner-up: Romario (Brazl)

Third
(Czech
Top
(Brazi
Best player-of-the-final:
Dunga (Brazil)
Fairplay award: South
Alrica.

when he joins Spanish First
Division side Real is for 34.8
million dollars next year,
waltzed tg the byline and cut the
ball back for the unmarked
Ronaldo to sidefoot high into
the net from six yards,
Australia then suffered a
second blow, this time self-in-
flicted, when Viduka was red-
carded by Thai referee Pirom
Un Prasert for a late, knee-high
tackle on Cafu after 24 minutes.
The 10 men were .1uicklr
made to pay. Juninho lobbed
the ball over the top and as the

place: Vladmir Scimer
ublic)

oalscorer: Romario

triking duo Ronaldo

ome s

(L) and Romario (R) in a jovial mood on completion of their

combined blitzkrieg which saw Australia going

down 0-6 in

the final of the Confederations Cup in Riyadh, Saudi

Arabia on Dec 21. Junior Biano (C) joins in the fun.
— AP/UNB photo

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS

Ausitralian defence dithered,
Ronaldo stole in and with the
outside of his right foot cheek-
ily jabbed the ball past Bosnich
into the net to e it 2-0 four
minutes later.

Australia were under sie
and seven minutes before half-
time Romario made it three
when he was allowed time in
the six-yard box to chest down a
cross in from the right flank be-

fore scuffing the ball into the
net.

Ronaldo, fed again by Jun-
inho, whistled a 25-yarder
inches over just four minutes
into the second half as Brazil
resumed cruise control.

Ronaldo turned af-
ter 53 minutes when he flicked
a header on to Romario. who
fooled his marker by feinting to
head the ball before chesting
down and firing low past
Bosnich for his second and
Brazil's fourth,

The South Americans were
utterly rampant and within six
minutes Ronaldo completed his
hattrick after a su 49)-yard
through-ball by Brazil captain
Dunga. The rampaging striker

m"ﬂ‘ﬂﬂ his st beat
ich right-footed 15
yards.

After 75 minutes it was 6-0,
though this time the 1 had
less merit to it. Ron drib-
bled through and appeared to
dive when confronted by
Besnich. The referee painted to
the spot and Romario duly

completed his own hattrick and
Australia’s misery.

Zia Smriti
cricket

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Dec 22: Success
rting Club and Khela Niye
tha Club won their
matches of the 10th Shaheed
Zia Smriti cricket tournament

-played at the local Government

Col und here today.
hl?agfh%ruﬂmmer—a-am: iﬂ'ﬂm
Success S Club posted a
three-wicket victory over
Commit Sporti Clu{) while
Khela Niye Katha outpla
Lichu Bagan Ekadash by 120

nns.

Obituary

LONDON, Dec 22: Former
England and Warwickshire
wicketkeeper Dick Spooner,
who played in seven Test
matches, has died in Torbay
Hospital, aged 77, reports AFP.

A left-handed opening bats-
man, he scored 1,767 runs and
claimed 73 victims when War-
wickshire won the county
championship in 1951.

He pla for Durham for
two seasons and spent 11 years
at Edgbaston until his retire-
ment in 1959.
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