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Status of the Emperor

The Emperor shall be the
symbol of the State and of the
unity of the people, deriving his
position from the will of the
people with whom resides
sovereign power." (Article | of
the Constitution).

"The Emperor shall perform
only such acts in matters of
state as are provided for in this
Constitution and he shall not
have powers related to govern-
ment." (Article 4) "The Enperor
appoints the Prime Minister as
designated by he Diet and the
Chief Judge of the Supreme
Court as designated by the Cab-
inet.” (Article 6] "With the ad-
vice and approval of the Cabi-
net, he performs such acts in
matters of state as the promul-
gation of laws and treaties,
convocation of the Diet,
proclamation of general elec-
tions, awarding of honors, etc.”
(Article 7)

The Emperor and
Empress

His Majesty Emperor Aki-
hito, who acceded to the throne
on January 7, 1989, upon the
death of Emperor Hirohito
[posthumously Emperor
Showa), was born in Tokyo on
December 23, 1933. He is the el-
dest son of the Emperor Showa
and Empress Dowager Nagako.
Following his graduation from
Gakushuin Upper Secondary
School in 1952, he studied at
the Department of Politics in
the Faculty of Politics and Eco-
nomics of Gakushuin Univer-
sity until 1956. In addition, he
received private lectures on a
number of subjects by eminent
professionals, including the
Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court.

In 1953 the Emperor (then
Crown Prince Akihito] made a
six-month tour of 14 countries
in North America and Western
Europe. The tour centered
around his visit to London as
Emperor Showa's representa-
tive at the coronation of Queen
Elizabeth II.

In April 1959 the Emperor
married Michiko Shoda, the el-
dest daughter of Hidesaburo
Shoda, former president of a
flour manufacturing company.
She was born in Tokyo on Octo-
ber 20, 1934. The Shodas are a
scholarly family that has pro-

duced two recipients of the Or- -
der of Cultural Merit, the high--

est academic honor conferred
by the Emperor upon distin-
guished scholars. In 1953 she
entered the University of the
Sacred Heart, specializing in
English literature in the De-
partment of Foreign Languages
and Literature. At her gradua-
tion ceremony, she was valedic-
torian of her class.

The Imperial Household
Council, headed by the Prime
Minister and composed of rep-
resentatives of the imperial
family, the Speaker of the

House of Representatives, the
President of the House of Coun-
cillors, the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court, and others,

gave their unanimous consent
to the marriage, which was
warmly welcomed by the na-
tion.

Since their marriage, Their
Majesties have paid official vis-
its to 37 countries at the invita-
tion of their governments. They
have anjoyed listening to talks
and reports, or having discus-
sions with scholars, artists,
and other experts in various
fields as well as young people,
such as the Japan Overseas EO-
operation Volunteers., Their
Majesties also have attended
varig}us national anccil interna-
tional ceremonies and meetings
held in Tokyo and other parnts
of the country. In addition, they
made it a rule to travel out;of
the capital several times a year
to observe local affairs and to
come into direct contact with
all sorts of people in various
parts of the country. They often
visited social wellare institu-
tions, industrial establish-
ments, and academic institutes;
they also attended various art
exhibitions and charity con-
certs. In September 1987 the
then Crown Prince took over
the duties of the failing Em-
peror Showa, which included
the opening of the Diet and
with the future Empress
Michiko. attending the autumn
session of the National Sports
Festival, .National Arbor Day
and other such functions.

Holding his first audiencs
for representatives of the e
two days after ascending th=
throne, the Emperor vowed to
fulfill his responsibilities. "I
pledge 1 will always be at o01e
with the people and uphold the
Constitution,” he said. The E n-
peror indicated he will follow
the footsteps of his father and
keep in mind the late Emperor's
wish to be with the people. Ex-
pressing his hopes for further
pmgress in the nation's fortune,
world peace, and the welfare of
mankind, the Emperor indi-
cated he will adhere to his sta-
tus as the | of the people's
unity, as provided by the Con-
stitution.

Emperor Showa was born in
Tokyo on April 29, 1901, and
died on January 7, 1989, He
reigned just over 62 years after
acceding to the throne on De-

“eember 25, 1926. His life of 87

ears and eight months made

i Jraﬁan"s ongest-living em-
peror. He was also the longest-
reigning emperor in Japanese
history.

Her Majesty the Empress
Dowager Nagako, the eldest
daughter of the late Prince
Kuni, was born in Tokyo on
March 6, 1903. She studied at
Gakushuin Girls' School. She is
very fond of music and
Japanese-style painting and is
considered an accomplished
artist in both fields.

After her marriage in Jan-
uary 1924, she carried out her
duties as empress until the last
year of Emperor Showa's life.
Since January 1987 she no

longer attends official occa-
sions for reasons of health.

The Crown Prince and

Crown Princess

His Imperial Highness
Crown Prince Naruhito (also
known as Prince Hiro), the el-
dest son of Their Majesties, was
born in Tokyo on F 23,
1960. He graduated from the
De t of History in the
Faculty of Letters of Gakushuin
University in March 1982 and
went on to take the first part of
the doctoral course in history at
gl:k S.Chhml Lnl:-f Hummwf

ushuin University, .
izing in the medieval history o

Japan.
In July 1983 he went to Eng-
land entered the Graduate

School of the Oxford University

the foll October., At Mer-
ton he studied commod-
ity transport on the Thames in

the latter half of the eighteenth
century. He took the opportu-
nity ol his vacation to travel
throughout Europe, and he vis-
ited various places in North
America on his way home to
Japan in October 1985. After
his return to Japan he resumed
his studies at the Graduate
School of Gakushuin Univer-
sity and in March 1988 he ob-
tained his M A. Since then he
has attended the University as a
researcher studying the me-
dieval history of Japan.

The court rituals marking
his coming-of- were held at
the Imperial Palace on Febru-

23, 1980. Since then he has

taken part in various imperial
functions and offici attends
many events. He has made

officlal visits to many coun-

tries. While his father was awa
on a state visit to the Unitccr

States in October 1987, during "

the illness of Emperor Showa,
he temporarily took over the

Em 's du

n June 9, 1993, Crown
Prince Naruhito married
Masako Owada, the eldest
daughter of Hisashi Owada, a
senior official in the ministry
of Foreign Affairs. Crown
Princess Masako was born in
Tokyo on December 9, 1963,
and, as the daughter of a diplo-
mat, grew up in several coun-
tries, inclu the former So-
viet Union and the United
States.

. ko* ed der-
e T
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and Boston. In 1985 she -
ated from Harvard Univcrs:.?
with a in economics, ai-
ter which she did duate work
at the Faculty of Law of the
University of Tokyo before en-
tering the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in 1987.

While with the foreign ser-
vice, she attended classes at
Balliol College, Oxford Univer-
sity, returning to Tokyo in 1990
to assume a post in Second
North America Division, North
American Affairs Bureau of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
where worked until shortly
before her marriage.
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His Majesty Emperor Akihito

] ap;;m:s ODA

Principle and Charter

N October 6, 1954 after
joining the Colombo Plan,
Japan had launched its
technical cooperation
l:arcﬁrammt. a vaﬂclr of ODA
Official Development
Assistance). Incredible though it
may sound, a few years prior to
that, Japan itself was a
pient of aid from the United
Eﬁales and. the World Bank aid
that #
L years after the
‘Werld War. Japan no | risa
recipient of aid. Rather it is the
second largest economic power
and the topmost donor country
in today’'s world.

The philosophies and objec-
tives of Japan's economic coop-
eration is guided by two factors:
humanitarian moral con-
siderations and the recognition
of interdependence among na-
tions. Japan wants to ensure its
security and prosperity in a
peaceful world and it wants to
contribute to that process
through assistance to the de-
veloping countries. Japan fur-
ther recognizes the importance
of interdependence among the
developing countries since it is
able to secure national re-
sources through trade with
these countries. Therefore
Japan considers it essential to
maintain friendly relations with
developing countries for Japan's
own economic growth. Another
norm of Japan's foreign aid is
to support the seclf-help ef-
forts of the recipient country.

For ensuring effective and
efficient implementation of ODA
projects, Japan government
adopted the ODA principles as:

1) Tandem pursuance of en-
vironmental conservation and
development.

2) Abstinence from any use
of ODA for mili purposes or
for aggravation of international
conflicts.

3) Watching trends in recipi-
ent countries’ military expendi-
tures and ensuring appropriate
priorities in the allocation of re-

sources for their socio-economic
development.

4) Promotion of democratiza-
tion, basic human rights and
freedoms and introduction of
market economy.

These principles are followed
in letter and spirit by all of
Japan's aid-handling agencies
including JICA (Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency).
While utilizing Japan's ODA,
emphasis is given on the follow-
ing ﬁ)ﬂnﬂty areas.

(1) Basic human needs

(2) Human resources devel-
opment

(3) Socio-infrastructure im-
provement

For a balanced development

had needed during its»
d N

of society, Japan has extended
the ODA facility for a er
participation of women in de-
velopment. In addition to this,
the global issues such as en-
vironment, population and
AIDS are being taken care of

under the Japanese ODA sys-
tem.

Position as a Donor

‘Adsistance; rendered- b
Japan' td the developing eoun-
tries through JICA, constitutes
a leading part of Japan's ODA
(consisting of grant aid, techni-
cal cooperation, loan aid and
multilateral aid). In terms of the
aggregate assistance rendered
though different windows,
Japan ranked first among the
21 aid-giving member coun-

tries, known as DAC
(Development Assistance
Committee) in 1989, 1991,

1992 and 1993. ODA's shares
stood at §10.95 billion in 1991
and 11.15 billion in 1992, and
11.25 in 1993 which is the
highest in the OECD.

Asia as a Recipient

As one of the recipients of
Japanese aid, Asian countries
now rank the highest. For four
consecutive years beginnin
from 1989, Asia has recei
the largest share of Japan's bi-
lateral aid, the amount soaring
to 59.3% during the first three
years and still higher up to
65.1% in 1992 and 59.5% in
1993. This pattern is primarily
a reflection of Japan's close his-
torical, geographic, economic
and political links with the re-
gion as well as of the fact that
Japan has closer ties of inter-
dependence with its Asian
neighbours than with the devel-
oped countries of the world.
Japan's emphasis on Asia in
matters of ald allocation is also
attributable to the development
needs of this region holding
several low income countries
with large populations. Asia is
not only home to about 60% of
the world population, but also
around 9 of the continent's
population live in low income
countries like China, India,
Bangladesh and Pakistan, des-
pf:lrately trying to develop them-
selves.

Bangladesh as a

Recipient

As for Bangladesh, Japan's
ODA has been a continuous
flow since 1973. In 1992 along,
it disbursed a total amount of
192.06 million by way of grant
aid and technical cooperation.
In 1989 and 1990, Japan
topped the list of bilateral

donors and loan aids to
Bangladesh.

Flow of Japan's Bilateral ODA to Bangladesh

(1988-1992)

(Figures in Million S

_Year | Grar ___Loan Aid . ptal
11988 111871 11501  l13372 20824 1234196 |
11989 | 13559 | 16.72 152.31 | 258 1829 | 27060
1990 | 13166 | 19.98 151.64 | 27101 |22194 |37357 |
% 122.41 [22.1] 14451 | 4 12053 | 11498 |
9 5359 12847 119 0c 5945 |-2863 116343 |
[ Total | 671.96 | 102.2 77425 187536 159031 [ 1.364.56 |

Net Disbursements to Bangladesh by DAC Countries

and Multilateral Aid Institutions — 1990
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On behalf of the Government of Japan. | wouild
like to express my sincere appreciation to the

people of sh who join us in the celebra-
tion of His Majesty Emperor Akihito’'s sixty-
Jourth birthday.

The year was a memorable one in the history
of Japan-Bangladesh relations. On the occasion
3}' the 25th anniversary of the establishment of

iplomatic relations between the two countries,
Prime Minister Her Excellency Sheikh Hasina
Wajed visited Japan in July this year at the invi-
tation of Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto. During her six-day visit, H.E. ghtﬂch
Hasina had an o meeting with the Japanese
Minister to discuss our bilateral relations, as
well as regional and international issues, in a
cordial atmosphere

Both leaders reaffirmed their intention to

bolster the Jriendly relationship between
Dhaka and . intensifying cooperation in
various fields. honorable Prime Minister

;I’astnﬂ‘s ut}i{l ﬂai;:;ntrihuted substantially to the
eepening o eral and political dialogues.
Tiethe field of development assistance,
over the past few . has emerged as one of the
largest Official Development Assistance (ODA)
roviders in the world. Japan is currently the
rgest bilateral donor to Bangladesh, extending
assistance to all areas of strategic importance,
including basic infrastructure, agriculture, rural
development, human resources development,
disaster prevention, and basic human needs.
On June 27, the Exchange of Notes were s

Jor three loan assistance projects: the Jamuna

Bridge Roads Project, the Paksey Bridge Con-
struction Project (I} and the Narayanganj-
Narsindi Flood Protection and Irrigation Project
fEnﬂineertng Service).

8 to grant assistance in our current

ve signed a total of five Exchﬂﬂgtﬁnglf

Kear. we
| Notes which cover 5 projects and programmes:

ment for BTV, Improvement o M
Services Related to National Disasters. Recon-
struction of Small and Medium Bridges in
Dhaka-Chittagong Highway and Debt Relief. I am
delighted to note that the amount of assistance

Eradication of Poliomyelitis, of Equip-
arming

has greatly improved co with last year.
Our assistance to NGOs in Iadﬂhf'l-lasnhu
increased. In 1997, substantial was

vided lo six NGOs for their relief and rehabilita-
tion projects in districts affected by cyclones (n
Muﬂ and September. Furthermore, | would like to
highlight a Japanese people’s (nitlative at grass-
roots level. The citizens of my hometown
Namerikawa held a fund-raising campaign with
the slogan "Let’'s Bulld a School in sh” in
order to assist the reconstruction n? a school
building which was by the May 1996
tornado. The whole-hearted partic in this
le, includ school chil-
dren, at grass-roots level helped build a bridge
between the people u{;;ﬂaan and Bangladesh.
Regarding trade investment, the visit of
the Prime Minister of Bangladesh to J in
legation of Bangladeshi
businessmen had positive effects on the readi-
ness of Japanese business circles to expand busi-

economic relations in both private sectors. In
addition, a number of J

f se business delega-

visited %ﬁggsh to evaluate
business A

and investment between our two coun-

tries have steadily increased over the past :

to the extent that Japan has

the largest i rters of

tions recen

ity of their products and pertinent services.
Last, but not least, I should place importance

on the ?mwmg interest in the cultural and edu-

government of Japan, the Japan Foundation, and
other organizations offer a wide range of pro-
grammes to promote awareness and understand-
ing in this particular area. In November this
mﬂa Japanese music ensemble called "Tab-
" was dispatched to this country through

one of the Japan Foundation’s programmes to in-
troduce their original music to Bangladeshi citi-
zens. The five members of the group and a guest
vocalist ormed at the main auditorium in the
sh National Museum. The event drew

more than 800 local people and I still hear posi-
tive comments about the concert from many of
my friends here. The Japan Foundation also
participated in the 8th Bangladesh Biennale,
which was inaugurated by H.E. Prime Minister
Sheikkh Hasina in November this year, by send-
ing two promising artists and a commissioner

Japan.

I am delighted to mention that this year also
marked the 25th anniversary of Japanese lan-
guage education in Bangladesh. The number o
Japanese learners has increased tremendous
over the last quarter century and it is they who
are not only contributing to a better bilateral re-
lationship, but also plt:?ring important leading
rnlesutn various fields of the Bangladeshi com-
munity.

One of the contributing factors to our closer
relationship is the growing number of young

Jtakinguntnierestmsnuiy inJyO .

se government selec 111 Mon-
hushumnhtp students from Bangladesh for
FY 1996/97. | was impressed that many of them
were ambitious to help develop their own country
with the knowledge and experiences they expect

to gain from Japan.

As | believe that sharing each other's lan-
guages, customs, and ideas will in turn create
smoother relations between countries, I will do
my utmost to further enhance the of cul-
T Cloais. a6 Ve ha o g Bt

nc , as tory of Japan-Bang sh
relations is a new phase in the wake of
the 25th anniversary, it is more important than
ever for both countries to rate in all the
fields mentioned above in a fair and peaceful
manner. Since no country can survive without
help others in today's world, | believe that a

mmu:ﬂurcmpemunnwﬂlbehene-
ficial not only to sh and Japan, but also
the rest of the world. Again, | would like to

my heartfelt appreciation to all o in
who have geen invaluable u{ oster-

/i and goodwill between the s
our two nations. pecpss
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' " - Following ‘the visit, the 9th meeting of the . | i »

i ,ﬁahgl&de;rﬁ-.fte{};d’n' Jdint Committee, for Ceom- | it sa:: -

[" mercial and Ecenomic Coopera was held in , |« 4
October in to seek ways m.nrmer .

Yoshikazu Kaneko

exchanges between our two nations. The Ambassador of Japan to Bangladesh
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