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PM asks parties not to field criminals in polls

Tamil Nadu Cong(I) leader

breaks away from party

The I;’m‘lu Stur 5

2 ROK ex-presidents freed | Benazir challenges g‘ovt

in special govt amnesty

SEOUL, Dec 22: Two ex-mili-
tary strongmen, serving long

Kwangju that resulted in the
deaths of 200 nple during a

to bring case against her

ISLAMABAD, Dec 22: Pak-
istan's former prime minister

NEW DELH! + 22: The of the 1996 parliamtnlary prison terms for mutiny, trea-  military crackdo Benazir Bhutto, charged by the
Congress. lidia's nldest but now polls. of the criminal background of son and corruption, were freed Kim was ﬂlhﬂﬁl“ﬂ'lﬂ}' S€n- | government with stashing ill-
sagging party. suffered another in recent days. half a-dozen the candidate wh:thcr or not Monday in a special govern- tenced to death by a military gotten wealth in forei ac-
morale-shattering split on Congress leaders have quit the + convicted." : ment amnesty initia by the tribunal. After Washington in- | counts, challenged it tu%:‘i
Sunday ahead of elections to party across the country. Gujral's comments follow man they tried to kill 17 years tervened, the death sentence’ | case against her in a r.:uurt re-

the parliament early next year,

Sunday's dévelopment came

growing concern that a large

. President-elect Kim Dae-

was later reduced to life impris- .

ports

reporis AFP. after Congress chief Sitaramn number of known criminals are jung reports AP. onment and then a 20-year “If you have a case nst
A section of the party broke Kesri, faced with a rout in com-  entering Indian politics and in- hun Doo-hwan and Roh term. He was freed two years | me, as you say with great fan-
away and formed a rival faction ing polls, claimed the "crisis" creasingly getting elected both Tae-woo, who ruled South Ko- later and was allowed to go to | fare to the people of Pakistan
in the southern state of Tamil his 112-year-old party to the national parliament and | rea from 1980 to 1992, were set the United States for medical | and the international commu-
Nadu. whm a key ally dumped had ended following an un- state legislatures. free separately from prisons treatment. nity, bring this case forward to
the C opted for an ted intervention by the Meanwhile, tainted former | outside Seoul. Chun and Roh, hometown | a court of law in full light of

allimce wlth Hindu nntima.l widow of former slain premier Indian Prime Minister PV They both apologized after and military buddies, ruled day Ehuttn said.
ists only last week. Rajiv Gandhi. Narasimha Rao may be ditched their rcleaae and expressed South Korea for 13 years until Speaking at the Press Club
Breakaway faction leader VK Kesri said a possible split in  as an election candidate by the | worries about the nation’s eco- . Roh was replaced in 1993 by | in Karachi, Bhutto blasted "po-
Rty y said in the Tamil the communist-ruled eastern Congress (I) Party, reports nomic problems. "I don't un- Kim Young-sam, the nation's | litical with-huntlng and char-
Indian state of West had  speculated here today. derstand how so quickly our first civillan leader in 32 years. | acter assassination” by the gov-

Nadu t:apital Madras that his

been avoided with a dissident,

Newspapers said Sitaram

economy became worse,” Chun

The tables were turned

ernment of Prime Minister

new group, the ‘Tamil Nadu o ..., Hanmjee returning to  Kesri, who replaced Rao as | told reporters.
: " would con- ainst the two ex-strongmien | Nawaz Sharif.

feak the ko b -hngmthmtﬂc lh*ma Congress chief after the ex- The amnesty was recom- {995 when they were A ipad Meanwhile Pakistani offi-
W Airadmk pm}, adds: Indian premier was hllplll‘:ﬂtcd in cor- mended by the president-elect of pocketing hundreds of mil- cials here claimed Swiss au-
Prime Minister lndcr Kumar ruption scandals, told reporters | when he met with President | n< of dollars in bribes from | thorities had clamped an indef-

"The Cnrlnﬁreu l-'nrtg Gujral appealed to political par-  the party would retain all its | Kim Young-sam on Saturday. p,sinessmen while in office. inite freeze on six bank ac-
India (PTI) g:uted Ramamurthy coming elections, in remarks  didates in the coming elections | would help reconcile a count rested on corruption charges. | jailed husband Asif Ali Zardari

said that several hupﬁed here today. "unless they were fa severe | torn by the recent elections Mutiny and treason charges and mother Nusrat.
former ss members of "It will be impomhl: to save  charges.” enable it to focus on repairing  were added for the 1979 coup A Swiss judge on December 8

plrhnment:deamllHaduu—
scmhlyhadjoi:mdluanewnut-

Sunda 'S hr:akup virtually
dtcimltcs the ngress in

democracy if candidates with
criminal antecedents contest
elections and manage to get
elected.” the United News of In-
dia (UNI) quoted Gujral as say-

Kesri reportedly refused to
answer any direct answers
about Rao, India's Prime Minis-
ter between 1991 and 1996 and
the man credited with launch-

its shattered economy.

The pardon is an effort by
Kim Dae-jung to allay a divided
electorate that m a plu-
rality of only 40 per cent of the

and the crackdown in the
"Kwangju Massacre" the follow-

ing Erea:
Seoul district court sen-
tenced Chun to death and Roh to

decided the accounts will re-
main frozen until a final ver-
dict, said Senator Saifur
Rehman, who chars the gov-
ernment’'s anti-corruption ac-

Tamil Nadu, < rlwllng ing late Sunday. ing the country’s economic re- vote in Thursday's election. He countability cell.
coastal state of 55 mlﬁlon ng'Pnlitical pirtlea may field forms. received only a 1};“" votes in the i et L L LU Sl The gnvgrnm:nt is demand-
, where it has fnrdnmdmrt— candidates with criminal an- "Let us not talk about him at home provinces of the two ex- The sentences were later re- | ing repatriation of the money
on the support of main- tecedents under the that this " Kesri said. strongmen. duced by the Supreme Court to | which it all was obtained by
stream Tamil parties to win such a candidate has not been = But his comments have been Chun and Roh, then arm life imgﬂaunmcnt for Chun | the Hhuttns%ﬁmu h corruption,
dmﬂu"'“'h t s Tl convicted and hence cannot b:l gﬂpr ?I?dfasi EUEEE:?HE that | generals, dseized pnwertd in a 1979 Em']r; 17-year ttermlfur Roh. - Rehman did not dis::lnse the o ow B i .
ut the two main lam branded a criminal,” Gujr 0, still facing trial in two coup and arrest opposition e amnesty also restor amount involved but reports - - - :
Nadu parties have both dumped  told a meeting in western I corruption cases, was likely to leader Kim Dae-jung, accusing the civil rights of the two ex- have said the accounts F:':ﬂﬂ- tenazir Bhl{ttn, fu;me:: il s Paklstap,
the Congress since the latter "These are, however, lame be axed as a candidate in the him of fommenting a civil upris- presidents but did not relieve | tained around 14 million dol- speaks tﬂ the journalists in meet the press programme in
suffered a crippling split ahead excuses cmldmng the fact pollu :arly next year. | ing in the southern city of them of hefty fines. ™ lars. Karachi Press Club on Sunday. — AP/UNB photo
s 1 | ' | ; D e
Ten killed in G.CC States to bOOSt | Hun Sen reinforces Myanmar’s pro-democmcy
| Manipur violence troops in Cambodia | . otydents’movement now
eimeg | defensive abilities |qriaizes.n i
. v s pml::ple Ellled when tribal gilin t]rt:g;: Hﬁn ?lm reinfc;:l'cf]c: on t
| . - - - militants ambushed two vehi- onaay as
Cold wave claims 6 more in India: | Ge: g memie or <" | KUWAIT CITY, Dec 22: The fighting continued with resia-
A cold wave has claimed six more lives in northern Indian, tak- | val tribe in the north eastern | CGulf tion Council (GCC), lulilitary sources in Novem- | tance forces despite an opposi- DAWN GWIN CAMP. Thai- one-time chemical engineering
ing the death toll to 11, the Press Trust of India (PTI) reported Indian state of Manipur, the a group of oil-rich Arab states, ber said the US firm Hughes | tion leader's bid to bring in the | Myanmar Border, Dec 22: A  student and now a leader in the
yesterday, AFP sa from New Delhi. Press Trust of India } said is to boost its defensive abilities Space and Communications | United Nations to iate a | decade ago they were among, All Myanmar Students Demo-
Thc latcst deaths occurred in the state of Uttar Pradesh. offi- | today, reports AFP. by setting u&a joint operations International has been picked | ceasefire, reports AP. Myanmar's best and brightest, cratic Front.
cials said, five others died in the area earlier as temperatures Seven people were killed in | Toom. the official Kuwajti news for the radar link, while Swe- Exiled opposition politi- goung idealists on the road to Many have in fact given up.
plummeted. parts of northern India, at the lower reaches the first incident Sunday KUNA said on Sunday. dcn s Ericsson haad been chmcn cians based in . mean- ecoming lawyers, engineers Originally 10.000-strong, the
%ﬂ the Hirl:l:rlu ya nml:r;tljnl g experui:nncing l.ﬂ.ﬁ bitter mntﬁr around 20 kilometres (12 mﬂell KUNA quoted Gulf I_utl:lly,:!lm- the ﬂh while, said th ad indefi- | and dnctur?d il?ﬂ wcl]mt the Eemnfira}icdgjnnt fi 1*_1}61{1]g m.
mt office said situa wa lmprm'-t is matic squrces s the six uwnlt inva nitely r planned wou a democratic as dwin io 1, .
t the state 1 imphal, GCC states, whose are in t 1990, has mﬂ’ l;&lﬂ rﬂt:%n - Muf to Hun : AP, some a these hope for asy-
The victims were from the | Kuwait for an annual summit, secuﬂ is a top or this | Sen's offensive against the re- In that year of revoit, 1988, lum in the

The international focus is-

K ) are expected to back multi-mil- summjt The GCC hau a 4,000 | sistance. student activists manned the
ma]r mwts hﬂll I’M.Briﬂsh Prime Minister “kﬂ“r;“‘;”tﬁ;i ?ukiu died when | lion dollar plans to link their strong defence force called = front lines in the attempt to n't on these forlorn guerillas
Tony Blair met his Irish counterpart Bertie Ahern on Sundzllly a bus in which they were travel- radar systems and set up a se- Peninsula Shield, but has to However, a representative of | bring down entrenched mili- but rather on Aung San Suu
for talks centring on the release of st prisoners, curren cure communications link. implement plans to l:lrpancrl:: to | Prince Norodom Ranariddh, | tary rule. Some fell to bullets Kyi, the pro-democracy leader

an obstacle in the northern Irish peace process, AFFP says frum

London.
However, a Downi

Street spokesman said there had been

ling was fired at
community.

US immigration

the Paite

The agency said the projects
will be completed in two }!EEIB
and "will pave the way to estab-

15,000.
Meanwhile, the Secretary
General of the GCC on Sunday

the co-prime minister d:pused
by Hun Sen's bloody coup in
July arrived in Phnom Penh to

and bayonets. Others were tor-
tured and
some fled to remote frontier ar-

and Nobel Peace Prize-winner
locked in an indecisive struggle

imprisoned. And
with Myanmar's military

no change in the British opposition. "They briefly discussed » lish a joint operations room in branded Iraq's president an for elections next year | easto on the fight rulers in the capital, Yangon.
loyalist prisoners and the prime minister confirmed that the service 1 ans to one of the Gulf states so that it “uncontrollable despot.” ﬂll the prince’'s "imminent” Today, the hard-core rem- Her portrait hangs inside
British position had not ch ." the spokesman said. adding P is possible to deal with an r:turn nants are just hanging on. many of the guerillas’ huts.
that both men had " a desire to move the peace process : f danger facing any of the GC Secretary General Jamil Al officers monitor- | They live in disease-ridden Carnp life is hard, sometimes
l'c:nvard in the new year.” raise iees sta}ll;ﬁ " i ga Hu nilanHu.:edmiraqleruMem :.II:{: the dﬁdgmﬂmﬁ“ by We ﬁamps de :trlllder;} }En lﬁethgl. Th? rebel mnv:me::ga
- . . e first project, wurt "an thousands an onors e fickle eadquarters, once inside
killed in COlomm A rebel SWASHIHGWN* Dec 22: The | mijllion dollars, will link the and uncontrollable despot” and | ernment st thcgur:— symp athiea ofThal oifitiiies Myaniar: has been forceil to
amult on a Colombian milit t in the southwestern de- US Immigration and Naturali- | radar and air warning systems said sanctions must only be | sistance of O'Smach though dedication to the relocate seven times in the st
partment of Nairno on Sundamiyl{ 2 soldiers dead, local radio sation 3ervice. which Wtrfatfd of the GCC, that groups lifted when Iraq has mct UN | op/the border with Thailand | cause remajns strnng their  three years under attack
uid, AFP r s {from nr.a ] mrmrae e | A eI in, Se lﬂﬁﬂb‘?l’ from Plnn#t ;. Bahrain, Hunltinﬂlnﬂ.-ﬁnhw. a0 B anby.a few. were, fired | rodd s‘egms ‘headed for a dead | ‘Biirm¥se - tfoops,” ‘ievgra]
-« Three jers were Anjured and sevem were taken captive, _pose helly fee increases fa ﬂ“'" | Saudi- Arabia and the- United i The GCC effigial. a di | ¥. CO to hundreds | end. hundréd formef students have
Il:{:m'di to a report by radionet. The attack reportedly took “Ing an outcty by lawmakers and | Arab Emirates {UAE). natimnl alse called on six | last week. - . iSome revolutlons are long- - been killed.' ~ - - .. - -
place nn%ataucn mountain, where television broadcasting and advocacy gmupa will make a The second project toset upa  members of the GCC to support Two stra across the bor- | term, but we believe that all Now, the headquarters is
mllilary sources dm:lined to confirm or deny the reports but ﬂu""'w effort in 1998. the agency's | secure fibre-optic communica- the work of the UN S ecial der and fell inside Thailand. | dictators must fall. So we will just inside Thai territory in the
said the Colombian m mitlntaina a permanent presence on el o tions link between the six coun- Commission [UHSCBM} c but Thai gunners did not im- never give up our objectives or  rugged northwestern province
the mnunlaln tha?lir;ﬁﬁj isﬂ Jgigg:l?lgal?yp:?:n tries will cost 70 million dol- d with disarming Iraq. I mediately retaliate. beliefs.” said Sai Myint Thu, a of Mae Hong Son.
&ﬂlﬂ 51 Vim A | crease more than two dozen of
npcedin train sl into a passenger bus in central Viet- the fees it charges for such ser-

nam, killing five le and wuundl ten oth 1 -
ported Mnnﬁa A.Fw v from Hanoi. N IEHLOTIEIN povicn e
The bus in Binh Dinh Province, about 200 kilometers (125

miles) south of the central city of Da
rail crossing on Sunday when the train

side. Two bus pa
said in a telephone interview.

IsraeTm'ke)Lrj.

was passing over a
it the vehicle broad-

ers were killed instantly and three others
died later of injuries sustained in the

collision, a police officer

US to hold warpme:
nited States will hold their first trilat-

vices as essing naturalisa-
tion applications, issuing bor-
der crossing cards, and renew-
ing green cards for resident

NG wrll bE aticrensing the
lees.” INS Commissioner ris
Meissner said in a recent inter-
view with The Associated Press.

The proposed hikes will be pub-
lished soon in the Federal Il:gl.u:

US may need to use force to open
suspected Iraqi weapons sites

WASHINGTON, Dec 22: The
United States still might have
to use military force to open

Monday.
US President Bill Clinton
wants to exhaust every diplo-

the United States is continuing
to pursue diplomatic channels
to resolve the conflict,” but pa-

Off the Record

Pavarotti's message
for children

MOSTAR, Bosnia-Herzegovina: Luciano Pavarotti carried a

Israel, Turkey and the ister, but the agency will ailnw suspccied Iragl weapons sites to - matic unity, Cohen said, tience eventually is going to simple message Sunday to the children of Bosnia: "You saw the
eral naval l::cx};rciu in the Mediterranean off the Israeli coast several mnn?ﬁn c?:':nr public UN inspectors and feels certain  but he is not foreclosin “—“‘f.::'a b that ksl horror of the war. Try to maintain peace when you grow up,”
eve that the

next month. the army said Monday, AP says from Jerusalem.
In the operation, called "Reliant Mermaid,” the three navies
will practice search and rescue missions. The one- day seaborne

rtion of the exercise, scheduled for January

7. will involve

ve ships, several helicopters and search aircraft.

comment before putting them
into eflect, she said.

Wei named
’Asian of the yr’

of UN urity Council support
despite reluctance from veto-
holders France, Russia and
Chiren =2 ¢ jon officials
said Sunday, repo. - AP,

Bill Richardson, the US am-

option includii.,, US retaliation
on its own. Asked hether the
United States was willing to go
to war over the inspccu-:ma Co-
hen responded: "1 think the
president has said he's ruled

be a united international effort
through the United Nations
very soon that will send an-
other unmistakable signal to
Saddam Hussein that he can't

reports AP.

The superstar tenor and several friends came to this western
Bosnian city rhaps the most battered by 3 1/2 years of war
— to open a cﬁc ldren's music school for which they raised

dnllars 5 8 million.
"One dream is coming true," Pavarotti said. He and his

European rocket Ariane launched: the | ey vork, pec 22 Exiied | said UN resolutions slready " EheSUN momartors otirying  smierasona) commvnlty - he | iends each dipped their hands in gren, red and blue palnt and
. Dec 22: Exile sai resolutions already in e UN inspectors are trying International community.” ressed them against a wall in the school's concert hall, then
EEE?E:ES :: E:tn?rs ﬁ%riiﬂtguﬂaﬂguﬁgﬁdgfm‘:?rﬂ&?g Ct:nnc-: ld;:tuldcnt \::l Jing- I‘nrccrwuld juuti{}y %t:dry ..;,c' to ¢ ermine whether Iraq hﬂuug said. w Eigned their narﬁeg next to the handprints.
ased sheng. a leading pro-democracy | ton if neces ut € destroyed all its long-range The chief UN weapons in- Children's choruses from around the region sang at the
GMT today Y} moud tr e an intelsat telecommunications satel- nr:twim relea ast month by | don't want to reach that point.” Tissilen and chemical, inlogh spector, Richard Butler, has opening. & -

lite into urhit the firm Arianespace announced, AFP reports

from France.

The launch had been postponed for 24 hours after problems
were detected in the helium Eﬁ - sﬁst:m and on a hydrogen pres-

sure gauge. But checks reve

at the computer readings were

to blame. Airanespace said the intelsat 804 was moving into a
geostationary orbit above the Indian ocean where it would op-
erate for 15 years, relaying telecommunications and television

Ln has been named “Asian
of t ear’ by Newsweek maga-
zine's international edition, re-
ports AFP.

Wel, considered the father of
China's democracy movement
and a recurrent thorn in Bei-

And asked on NBC's "Meet
the Press” about lessening en-
thusiasm in the United Nations
even for continued sanctions
against Ilrag, Richardson said,
"We believe we will have support
within the Security Council” if

cal and nuclear programmes —
the main condition for lifting
crippling sanctions imposed on

dad in 1990 after Saddam

sent his forces to occupy neigh-
bouring Kuwait.

Like Cohen, Richardson said

said his inspectors "have evi-
dence or reason to believe that
prohibited items have been or
do exist in places” designated
off-limits.

"If Saddam Hussein moves
ahead and blocks soine further

Surrounding the freshly renovated, 19th-century schun] in
Muslim-ruled east Mostar are scars of the bitter figh tm%
between ethnic Croats and Muslims: piles of rubble, buildings
without walls.

The Luciano Pavarotti Music Centre,
don-based War Child Foundation, will o
and music therapy for Bosnian children.

ﬂganised by the Lon-
er music education

- . ing's side. was released on med- force becomes necessary. xR » . inspections, | think that then
programmes to Europe, Asia. Africa and Australia. ] ;3 an:la_llcr‘iln November. I_Rusnia. China i:;"ld France MIIUtIHOVlC WIS tensions are going to rise ddm* GOd now more popular
e had spent only six refused to support the latest US - . matically,” Richardson said.
Ilm' m]ns m I-IS klll 4’ At least four | months of the last 18 years in | effort, a draft statement intro- preSIdentlal pOHS In with Cohen, a CBS

people were kjlled after heavy rains pounded a wide section of

freedom after his first arrest on

, duced Friday. lo get Security

moderator wondered why Sad-

in America!

nnr{hcrn and central Texas, flooding streets and prompting March 27. 1979 for calling f : . - '

Z ng for p Council condemnation of any 1N DEroia dam should his palaces to
evacuations, state officials said Sunday, AFP reports from oc : - ris6 o LGRADE D WASHINGTOI: With angel images and stories abounding in
Austin. ¥ Gemocraltic refornt it China. ki ye by lragu L9 heeep BE E. Dec 22. Milan: inspectors when ihe Unitcd culture, a new survey finds that more Americans now believe in

Jo Moss. a spokeswoman for the Texas department of public
safety said two teenagers were found dead after the car they were

dri was swept away

by flood waters near Killeen, a Iﬂl]lliﬂr}"

Despite Beijing's efforts to
silence him, every official
charge of subversion and
counter-revolution has only

UN arms inspectors from presi-
dential  palaces and other
"sovereignty sites.”

Also Friday, lraqi officials

Milutinovic has won the Ser-
bian presidential election, the
ruling Socialist Party backing
him, said early today. repcris

States would never allow unin-
hibited searches of the White
House or the US State Depart-
ment.

God and in muracles than they did a decade ago. reports AP.
Coinciding with the Chriztmas season, a poll mmnﬂssiuncd
by the Pew Research Centre, released Sunday, reported 71 per

town between San Antonio and Dallas. Two other le were cent of respondents say they never doubt the existence of God. In
lr.il]cd attempting to cross the road in nearby Nulanp:; Moss raised his stature and built on escorted foreign rcpnr[ere AFP. | We have one White House, a similar poll in 1987. the figure was 60 per cent.
his unofficial title of father of | around some of President Sad Socialist Party (SPS) ke- one State t. He has at T Halis b Thal'el var fent ol ATesrioani Halieve
IR S ALY oycien damn tiskein s palsced M gman lvies. Dacic sdid Mis Jeast BO-20-CAUS] presiaentie. i fc?mmesﬁ'n:]u{]hf \er of God —anincrease of 14 per-
W » _ The release of the 47-year- vowed that UN inspectors will |utinovic had arnered palaces, many of which aren’t o I?E ts from a dec%?je 0
ar-era Il)mbkﬂls 2 m Vi.m:A old was at the forefront of US never enter them. 2 185218 votes or gg_ﬁg per at all but simply Repub- nmﬁ;g; nis el r:gei' I S R S
Vietnam War-era artillery shell buried in a school courtyard human rights demands at the ‘That's completely unac- cent of the vote against ican Guard facilities," Cohen 1987 it ]fir Eﬁ_m PESYE po - Fiabl
exploded in central Vietnam, killing two children and seriously Sino-US summit late last | ceptable, and hopefully the Se- | 363 577 (37.24 per cent 1or replied. The :}?Isrtsm a-pp;.-ar to dovetail with popular culture.
WO three, police said Monday, AP reports from Hanoi. month and reports of heavy | curity Council will send a re- his hardline nationalist rival "These are vast complexes, NG aaralst S frht was svaBable Tarithe Pew poll, which was

The shell lay buried for

years until recent heavy

rains left it

beatings by inmates in June

sounding signal that it's unac-

aijlislav Scuelj of the Serbian

some of which are lar than

conducted in September and October.

exposed, Fuh-::e Inspector Do Ngoc Khuyen said in a telephone mpted statements of concern ceptable,” US Defence Secretary ical the entire city of on, g

interview. Late last week a group of ur:huu] children began play- rom the European parliament William Cohen said Sunday on Mﬂan Milutinnvlc is the DC. We're not talking about "Touched by an Angel” ranks among TV's highest-rated
ing with the shell during recess when it detoniated, Khu n said. and the US house of CBS' "Face the Nation.” new president of Serbia,” he havi his personal residence shows. Books on angels, miracles and spirituality, in general,
The school is in the central highland province of Kon representatives. The council meets again gzid ¥ line bookstore shelves.

(Indian Muslims, Hmdua share 97pc cultural values

Bosnian wurkers put up the UE flag ulnngllde the Bolman

one in central Sarajevo

Sunday the day before US President Bill Clinton is due to arrive in the Bosnian capital

for a one-day visit.

— AP/UNB phutn

NEW DELHI, Dec. 22: Con-
trary to popular impression,
India's two major religious
communities, Muslims and
Hindus, have as much as 97 per
cent of shared cultural values,
reports India Abroad News
Service,

These include the norms of
monogamy, patrilocal resi-
dence, marriage by negotiation,
community endogamy, succes-
sion by an elder son and partic-
ipation in fairs and festivals.

Other traits shared by tlL.
two communities are the ritua!

.use of oifl and colour, rituals

connected with child birth. ton-
sure, rituals after puberty,
traits in terms of food habits
material culture and folklore.
This is the finding of a
mammoth decade-long su

“People of India,” conducted b‘y
k the Anthropological Survey of

India. It is the country's first
nationwide ethnographic study
and probably the largest in the
world.

“One reason for sharing of
traits on this large scale could
be the fact that most of the
communities have emerged
from the same ecological, eth-
nic, socio-cultural background,
even though later they have
embraced different religions or
ways of life,” the survey con-
cludes.

ive Muslims and the Sikhs
also share a high percentage of
cultural valucs?ﬂﬂ 85 per cent),
as do Muslims and Buddhists
(91.18 per cent) and Jains and

Buddhists (81.34 per cent), ac-
cording to the study.
There is a very high correla-

tion of cultural values between
the lower castes and tribes, be-
tween Hindus and Sikhs, and

among Hindus, Jains and Bud-
dnists.

"These facts explain why
thare has Loeen a continuity and
why a sense of harmony pre-
vails over a large part of the
countryside in spite of conflicts
that sometimes threaten to tear
our social fabric n.?nrl and why
return to normalcy is often
quicker after every searing ex-
gcnenct says Kumar Suresh

ngh general editor of the sur-

The survey identified as
many as 776 traits of all the
communities relating to ecol-

q}. settlement, identity, food
habits, social urgnnintlnnl
economy and occupation.

According to Its findings.

cutting across castes and
communities share a great deal
in common within an eco-cul-
tural-linguistic region or sub-

T

region.

Thc traits we share are
more than the traits that we do
not share,” Singh says. citin
few examples: "Most of the idols
of Hindu s and goddesses are
made by their Muslim brothers
throughout the country. In Gu-
jarat, the (underprivileged) car-
avan community builds boats
and ships. Once the ship is
built, the Hindu priest worships
it while sweets are distributed
by the Muslim priests.”

Of the 4.694 communities
identified by the survey, 76.4
cent are Hindus followed by

uslims (12.8 per cent), Chris-
tians (7.3 per cent), tribal reli-

gions (8.3 cent), Jains (2.2
per r.-mti mdhlltl (2 per cent)
Jm 0.2 Eent] and the Zo-

per cent).

Peaple uf India” survey,

which on October 2, 1985,
found that various communi-
ties were followers of two or
more religions. There are 87
communities that follow both
Hinduism and Sikhism. 116
bhoth Hinduism and Christian-
ity. 35 Hinduism and Islam, 21
Hinduism and Jainism and 29
communities that are both
Hindu and Buddhist.

There are 16 communities
that follow three religions, 11
communities have sections
following Hindu, Muslim and
Sikh religions while six have
Hindu, Muslim and Christians.

“The picture that thus
emerges, spite of conflicts
and contradictions,” Singh
said, "is one of sharing envi-
ronment and ethos comInu-
nities and of their vibrant par-
ticipation in political and eco-
nomic process and ritual roles.”
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