ar

Founder-Editor : Late S. M. Alj

CBAs

Banks

If there was ever a clear cut formula for destroy-

ing the banking system of a country, then there is
one in Bangladesh today. First we have the case of
thousands of crores of taka given in loans in viola-
tion of the existing banking laws and practices.
Then there is the case of a large number of bank de-
faulters — both circumstantial and wilful — who
have made a mockery of the banks' loan giving
process. Then there is the fact that glt;:rtrnmcnt it-
self, which instead of being the most law abiding of
all bodies, has become the banking sgit:m‘s biggest
defaulter. And now we hear that C (Collective

Bargainin Aﬁents] have so spread their tentacles
all amun%l that they are almost throttling the

normal functions of all banks. Recently the fi-
nance ministry constituted a Task Force to report
on the activities of CBAs in all nationalised com-
mercial banks (NCBs). The report is far from com-
plete yet the early findings, as reported in this
newspaper yesterday, is frightening. By law, there
shnu&age only one CBA in each bank, located at
the headquarters. The preliminary report has
found that even branches of banks have their own
CBAs with which bank managers hold regular
meetings.

As we had said earlier, all this is frightening. No
amount of financial reforms will succeed unless

and until the role and power of CBAs are curbed,
and that too drastically. For that we will need
strong political will, simply because all CBAs have
their political masters. traditionally from the rul-
ing party. Will Sheikh Hasina's government have
the stomach to be firm in this case? It will have to.
We strongly urge the government to expedite the
work of the Task Force and then give it the widest
ssible publicity so that our people can know how
ar beyond their normal role as the CBAs have
%ﬂne. The postponement of the deadline of the Task
orce report to February is a bad sign. We hope
not the result of pressure from NCB unions and
their CBAs. For if it is, then we might as well say
ﬁuud bye to reforms right away. Government must
old on to the February deadline, and encourage
the Task Force to formulate its recommendations
in accordance with their highest and unimpeded
professional judgement. Once it's out, the govern-
ment should mobilise public opinion to implement
the recommendations in full. We pledge our sup-
port behind this reform process.

Pricing Roads?

It was inevitable. Pricing roads for city mainte-
nance. From that point of view, the recommenda-
tion for a two-headed monet imposition that a
leading vernacular daily informed us yesterday is
not a stark acquaintance with novelty. There was
of course curiosity about the vehicles that would
come under the purview of this new levying consid-
eration and its rate.

The consultative group of the Dhaka City Trans-
port Project, it is learnt, will seek a yearly toll of
Taka 1,000 on every car, jeep , micro bus and truck

lying on ci? roads under the head "capital ci
ee”. Taka 350 has been mooted for vehicles-wi
two:stroke engines. They will pay it as "gir ‘pollu-
tion fee". We welcome the recommendations in so
far as they really make an impact on the infras-
tructural maintenance of the city roads.. We sug-
gest the authorities take a more discerning look in
the matter by drawing a line between the vehicles
that do more damage to the roads than others and
ante up the fee on the more culpable types.

Lack of fund has been a perennial problem with
the authorities in repairing the bruised and ribbed
arterial network of the city. Belatedly though the
Dhaka City Corporation has risen to the necessity
of arranging fund for the work.

However good the idea may be it calls for both
caution and a reviewing of the situation from a to-
tal perspective. Caution because we do not quite
have a reassuring record when it comes to ?la.n-
dlini public money . After all it is the people who
will have to foot the bill. Secondly, the authorities
need to ensure the strict observance of laws. Air
pollution fee is being bandied about now. What
stops the authorities from banning the polluting
sources? We demand a total freeze on any further
import of the notoriously gas-spewing two stroke
enfginﬂs. Then we have seen how people have made
a farce of the whole idea of the so-called fitness cer-
tificates, thanks to the greasy ways of a section of
people in the Bangladesh Road Transport Author-
ity. A considerable proportion of the transports
that ply on the city roads look, yes look — from
broken or missing window pane to the dangerously
fitted bodies on suspect chassis — woefully short of
roadworthiness. Yet they ply. How? Before going
ahead with the idea of road pricing or levying indi-
rect tax on people, the authorities have to find an-
swered to this question.

It's Nipping Cold

It is barely a week into Poush — first of the two
months of Bengalee's winter. But it is already quite
cold by our tactile standard. It may provoke a wry
smile in people with an intimate acquaintance
with snowy chill but the fact of the matter is win-
ter this year is more than a reality for Bangladesh,
something that has not been the case in the past
few years. While this is a welcome perception in
these times of universal worry about global warm-
ing it also calls for the necessity of turning our at-
tention to the plight of poor people particularly in
the northern parts of the country ancf the unabated
flow of death news in the last couple of days. =~

A Star report announces 14 deaths in two days.
Cold bite is reported to have caused great affliction
for people in the rural areas of Ishwardi, Pancha-
garh. There are other problems too. Heavy fog has
resulted in disruption in all sorts of transport traf-
fic. Aricha alone is grovelling under a vehicular
load spanning over an expanse of 10-km.

Has the cold wave climaxed? Well, if this is
Poush then experience says, we had better be pre-

ared for colder days. ahead. After all, no month
;s n;lure proverbial association with cold than

at should we do apart from urging the sun po-
etically to give a little bit of warmth to that shiver-
ing, unaccommodated tokai at the end of the al-
le}g’? Quite a bit from our respective positions. We
can collect and distribute our used, old warm
clothes for those who are badly in need of them. It
would not be a bad idea for the authorities to high-
light the sufferings of the unprivileged people in
the media and touch the altruistic chord in the
hearts of those who are wealﬂ?r :
Challenge lies not in warping or even fancying

to the characteristics of Nature but in bring-
ing out the best in human nature to accommodate
its various moods.

it is
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Modernisation of China's Milita

RUE to his conviction

that all out

of the barrel of gun, Mao
Tse Dong led his people’'s Army
to wvictory in creating his
People's Republic of China in
1949. Ever since China gave
ample evidence of its mili
prowess. The Chinese wars o

human waves” during the early
‘508 awed even the ricans
in Korea. Although China had

in her "punitive war” in 1979, a
bloody nose from Vietnam, the
ignominy was erased with

hina's successful naval
encounter with Vietnam a
decade later. Nevertheless,
China had seldom been
oblivious of her military's hol-

lowness in a global equation.
The revolutionaries of China
were never wanting in their
awareness about the thtak-

ing revolution that was taking

lace in military technology

t they had little means either

to catalyse or acquire that
of the time.

e of the first few steps
China took after her economic
expansion from the late '70s
was, therefore, to modernise
her forces. By relying on the
wealth generated from the
country's rapid economic
growth to acquire foreign
equi t and tn:hmika; par-
ticularly from Russia, China's
modernisation programme
gave enormous respectability to
once ragtag people's liberation
a;_'mf which uca]ﬁdd a new t
0 wer and prestige in the
wafg of Tiananmen episode.
But the Gulf War of 1991 and
later in 1996 the posting of two
US faircraft carrier in the strait
of Taiwan to intimidate the
Chinese had indeed a § ef-
fect on China's military plan-

G
HE somber signing cere
mony witnessed among
other things an exc
of pleasantries between the
leaders and officials from both
sides. The si cant were the
"Namaste” f{rom Jotindriya
Bodhipriya Larma alias Shantu
Larma, the chief of Shanti
Bahini's political wing the
Parbattya Chattagram Jana
Sanghati Samity, to Sheikh
Hasina in a show of
to the head of adesh
uvcrnmﬂat. ITt;IhE other was
rima arn 0 enemy
Chief Lieutenant General M.
Mahbubur Rahman shaking

hands which both the
military’s support to the -
ernment move and an to
hostilities in the hill :

At a brief
following the Sheikh
Hasina the

" tribution to the peace process of

y m.
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shad who initiated the

in 1985 and former min-
ister Khaleda Zia's
Nationalist Party .(BNP). She

also commented "Today a bro-
ken family has come together.”
Simple, but significant.

a treaty is not easy

and im it is even
more tﬂl'ﬂcult. gut Sheikh

Hasina is faced with a hostile

tion who has so far only

0
la
tional" and " besides re-
sorting to violent general
strikes, which duri her
tenure Khaleda Zia as
an "anti-state" activity. Sheikh
!-iaulm} “:alhl;.:gm mthh I+t:l'li:l-
cism for suc e
number of strikes. .
Khaleda Zia at a con-
ference, more crowded by party
supporters than journalists, the
day after the pact was signed
said, "We reject this treaty ... it
is a black treaty, ill » un-
constitutional and it compro-
mised national sovereignty.”
Amid calls for strikes and party
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Sir, My attention has been
drawn to a news item that ap-
peared under the caption "Re-
peal of all 'black laws "in
your esteemed daily's 10 De-
cember issue. Part of the state-
ment attributed to me in that
item is not quite correct. I did
not question the rationality of
Articles 141A and 141B of the
Bangladesh Constitution;
rather 1 quoted these Articles
and the relevant provisions of
the Bangladesh Penal Code as
taking care of any state of
emergency, offences against the
state activities prejudicial
to the safety or sovereignty of

the state.

In view of these provisions, 1
appealed to the present gov-
ernment to scrap the Special
Powers Act from our statute
book. I also did not suggest that
the ruling is taking undue
advantage of the above Articles
as quoted in the DS report. All |
said in this connection was that
the SPA was abused in the past

and is liable to be abused.

Amanullah Khan
Chairman
United News of Bangladesh

Germs of Corruption
in Human Societies

Sir., The wrltc-‘:}: b
Brigadier Hafiz published on l;
November 1997 in the DS drew
my attention to the evil influ-
ence of corruption in our soci-
eties. Unfortunately, he did not
mention the role of the intellec-
tual elite in our societies in re-
cent times. Since the germs of
cnrru%uun are global in form
and character, the word "cor-
ruption” is now a relative term.
In my opinion, the corrupt In-
tellectual elite conflicts with
Politlcl which is responsible
or all ills of our national life.

When the dishonest intellec-
tuals co-exist with the civil and

the "unconstitu-
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The Gulf W r of 1991 and later in 1996 the posting of two US

intii1idate the Chinese had indeed a jarring effect on China's military
the events demonstrated in the most graphic term just how far behind

China still was in terms of military technology.

ners. Both the event:s demon-
strated in the mos | graﬁhic
term just how far bel1 ind China
still was in term c¢f military
technology. A st- Gulf war
stock-taking of the country's
military situation 13 well as

strategic n lieu at the
global level pushi(:d China
afresh for a rapid an.: | expensive

modernisation of Ch ina's mili-

. including furth er nuclear
testing and long rar ge missile
developments. Thie: Chinese
clearly understood that they
would have to masit.¢ r the tech-
niques demonstrai.ed by the
Americans if they w 2re to pose
credible threat of their own
whether in the disp: ted areas of
the South China S« a or in any
eventual expedition to liberate
Taiwan.

Many of the stat ements and
threats of the Chir ese leaders
during Mao era co uld be dis-
missed as mere 1 hetoric for
domestic consun? ption. But
since the late 198 Beijing's
new band of leacdle rs who are
more of conserval i ve national-
ist than merely di«: hard com-
munists to k»e resolute in
their urge for mak: i ng China an
international vier and they
seldom hid it* intention.
China’'s official p osition that

its ﬂllmry is to develop a
world class E::mr ny is consid-
ered in western « ircle, only a
step towards brii* ging China's
overall power — ¢is influential
Chinese planner like General

The hill tr acts which has been termed a "disturbed area"
cla uses, draw investors and tourists,

leaders to join t treet actions

from :up?u'l_:rm '3 he announced
action plan agre ed with her

allies, inclu ding the
fundamentalist Jamaat-e-Is-
lami party, and i 1d they would
"80 to court, if ne ed be, after a

committee s crutinized the

."hlr-ler clulig;l;end de-

Scrap treat

would have beer: more accept'?
able had they ciume after the
scrutiny.

The BNP shoiuld come out
with its commi!:t ee and
the government . to k its
claim that Khal«:da Zia's gov-
ernment had aliost to
give autonomy to the tribes-
men, publish tl1 e accord pre-

pared by the BNI’ government to

give us res i{o
m.'mﬂ&:!mﬂ
war between the  two traditienal
rivals than real |)olitics.

But we are ag' s un faced with a
m'dljm :',:!l!.lj'l the II:I:I.].'H:I'.I"::'l
tant Zhit an
the sensitive hill dﬁgﬂa of
Banderban, R.:ingamati and

Khagrachari

On her :Sheikh Hasina
been at lrer confer-
ence in the gan 1 ens of her offi-
cial Ganabhab: :n residence on

December 7. 1 997 and chal- -

the oppc ) sition to join a
( lebate to prove
points, inc ] uding that the

region has been 'sold to India'.
But the BNP w:is yet to take a
definite step 1.0 prove their

Sy At i e

ate or a

writ in the court . e
Constitution: al have

made their poli 2t — if BNP is
unhal::gy they s hould go to the
court if they dis like the parlia-
ment, but not s i‘reet agitation,
which t relieve would be
as fruitless as th «ir past actions
on other issues | 1ave proved, but

might claim sew *ral more inno-

Mi Zhenyu emphasises — at par
with that of the United States.

There are few doubts that China

is rapidly becoming world's
second most powerful nation.
Yet China's accelerated mili-
tary build up after her psycho-
logical reverses during Taiwan
crisis is somewhat shrouded in
ambivalence if not outright se-
crecy. But there are tell-tale in-
dicators to find its still hazy
contours.

Although China's official

aircraft carriers in the strait of Taiwan to

Both

The official budget also ex-
cludes nuclear weapons devel-
opment and soldier's pension.
When the Chinese purchased 72
SU-27 fighter jets from Russia
in 1995 for about $3.0bn the en-
tire cost was covered by the
state council and was not
deemed a defence ture.
The official budget also ex-
cludes the massive expenditure
incurred by the research and
development. Part of the fund-
ing for the development of nu-
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N by’ Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz

annual of 88.7bn for de-
fence spending — compared to
$265bn spent annually by the
United States or even 850bn
spent by Japan — looks modest
and innocuous. in reality ac-
cording to almost every major
study of Chinese military
spending. it is several times
hghcr than that of Beijing's of-
ficial figure. For example, Chi-
na's official budget does not in-
clude the cost of the country's
People's Armed Police consti-
tuted mostly of former soldiers
and is meant for service as a re-
serve force for any interna-
tional conflict.

cent lives — TO PREVENT
PEACE FROM COMING IN THE
MONTH WHEN BANGLADESH
EMERGED VICTORIOUS after a
nine-month independence war !
Well maybe it has been over-
looked because of at least one of
1?1"?' allies who never believed

The opposition has cried
foul about the 25-year Indo-
Bangladesh Friendship Treaty
signed in 1972 by the post-inde-
pendence government of the
country's founder Sheikh Mu-
jibur hman as a "black
treaty” and "slavery treaty.” At
her 1996 election campaign
Khaleda Zia had said "if voted
to power the shackles of slavery

- - IN-FOOL'S
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clear weapons comes from the
Ministry of En budget, and
part of money for aircraft de-
velopment comes from China's
Ministry of Acronaulies and
Astronauties Industries. Bei-
jing also excludes proceeds
from arms sale as well as in-
comne from business and indus-
tries owned and operated by the
army. Moreover as much as 68

r cent of Chinese expenditure
rom soldiers’ salaries to
weapon system and supplies
which PLA purchases at artifi-
cially low state dictated prices
cost only a fraction of their
equivalent values in Western

ter sharing treaty with India,
Khaleda Zia was quoted by
pers as telling support-

ers that the government had

completed its “"conspiracy to
handover the country's
sovereignty to India" a a
“tough” action to overthrow the

ment would be launched.

e BNP was contacted for con
sultation by the government,
but did not respond as it was not
done "formally."

The water treaty, like the
tribal peace treaty, was wel-
E}nhakam and ncclnim:\:ld most

newspa out-
side world. s

As repatriation of tribal

refugees resumed in March this

PARADISE o

Qadir

will be broken.” But the BNP
ruled Bangladesh for over 10
years in two terms and did not
scrap it. The treaty, which the
Awami League had explained
was essential for a new country
for security reasons, died a nat-
ural death in March this year
incidentally with Sheikh
Hasina in :

The treaty was never en-
forced, but was violated when
one clause ensu that nei-
ther country would allow its
territory to be used for " act
that may cause mllitar;lgam~
age to or constitute a threat to
the other party” when India
harboured Shanti Bahini and
Bangladesh allowed
from Assam. The peace treaty
with Shanti Bahini meteri-
alised when the two sides agreed
on similar terms, according to
reliable sources.

Days after Sheikh Hasina's

after a two-
NP and its allies enforced a
ﬁn&rﬂ strike in the hill dis-
C a peace treat
was at hand. And now we hmg
seen violence in Chit ng in
November, which if not prop-
erly handled by the t
could have brought GRAVE
DANGER to B desh, and
now the o?tliktl. Two BNP
members of parliament sta
away from the peace talks m
time and Khaleda Zia labelled
the tribal negotiators as "mis-
A Moo cliiew b9 e
major opposi-
tion has been the pact has
"sown the seeds of secessionist
mﬁ elsewhere in
." Experts, however
differ. They said if India patro-
nised such move from any
Bangladesh district, it would
lose many of its states that bor-
der Pakistan, Bangladesh and

non-civil elemes 1ts of popula-

tion without q uestioning, it
will surely pollu te the of
administration, business and
politics to serve: the evil mo-
tives of the corru (pt intellectual
elite for exploitati ion and use of
the innocent m: 1sses to their
advantages in re: 1l life.

Abul Ashraf Nooi -

Frustrated holidays

Sir, The gov :rnment has
one for 5-day we ek by chang-
ﬁl%lt! office timir 1gs from 9 am
to on workin g days. Others
in the private se :ctor followed
suit there app eared to be an
uniformity in wee :kly holidays.
Not many days [ rassed there-
after the uniform ity has given
way to diversity. | Private sector
went back to its former office
suiting th eir r:;pnctive
requirements — s« pme observing
Fridays as half-d ay and some
Saturdays as half- day. B
sector ylelding to the pressure
from the busines: 3 community
have started keej >ing some of
their branches op en on Satur-
days while their ot her branches
and the head offic es are enjoy-
ing two days holk lay " Ek Ja-
traye Bhinna Fal .” Following
the banks, the ins wurance com-
E:l.ni:a have deci ded to work
f-day on Saturc lays.

N and fore ign missions
have their own ' veekly holi-
days. Result bein; g that it has
become difficult n ow a days to

track of wee ‘kly holidays
of the various o rganisations
wor in the city r. One has to
a list of weeki |y holidays in
cnynul &Iﬂcegf ope gaung in the
eg, the city's s. hopping cen-
tres. E{m'eover 9 a m-1 pm office
hours on Satu:rdays have
deprived the em ployees the
benefit of continuc »us one-and-
a-half day weekly holiday.

It seems that th e pu of

declaring two-day weekly holi-

day by ﬁe guvcmmm. » Ea; becn- o

frustrated a one by the anoma-
lous situation p now.
The government should look
into this and come out with
fixed weekly wor hours and
an uniform weekly holidays.

H Rahman
Maghbazar, Dhaka

Post office at Science

Sir, Dhaka is the name of a
busy town. As a citizen of capi-
tal ciiy. we have to work very
hard for living here. As far as |
know in Central Road, Ele-
Bhant Road, Mirpur Road,

abopura and Kataban areas,
there is no post office except
Newmarket and Hatirpul sub-
branch. Why has Shah post
office been closed? These areas
are the middle of the city. Lakhs
of people are living here. Impor-
tant government offices, re-
search centres, educational in-
stitutions and many kinds of
business centres are situated
here.

Newmarket post office is not
only situated besides the main
road, but also in a narrow area.
We have to waste valuable time
there. | am very much hopeful
that the authority will look
into the matter earnestly and
take necessary action to set up a
post office near the Science
Laboratory police box or any
suitable place.

Md Moshiur Rahman
73/A-1, Central Road
Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1205.

No electricity, no
development

Sir, No work, no pay. Simi-
larly no electricity, no devel-
opment, It is a universal truth
that in the modern age no
country can think of economic
progress, any industrial devel-

government signed the land- Burma.
mark 30-year anges river wa- What apparently has gone
—— _ — e —— ———
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_opment..prospu'i- . tyintradc- and

commerce and welfare of the
people without electricity.
ince Awami League came to
, we have been constantly
with irritant electric sup-
ly, load-shedding and

power
allures everywhere. Has the

economic development of our

country come to a standstill? If
not, it is really amazing. If yes,
why so?

e have been trying to at-
tract and inviting foreign in-
vestiment in our country. Are
the foreign inveatursriappy
with us?

Our electricity crisis is a
stark, bare and
Not a word of comment is nec-
essary — the facts speak for
themselves.

O H Kabir
6, Hare Street,
Wari, Dhaka-1203

Economic pool

Sir. According to a verna-
cular daily, we came to know
that our ance Minister has
taken consent of the Prime
Minister to form "Economic
Pool” for some specialised offi-
cers from some departments.
This is no doubt a praiseworthy
step taken by the minister. We
may have paint out the
following inherent merits for
forming the Economic Pool.

1) In Pakistan time, Econ-
omic Pool was farmed among
the officers from Finance
service |.e. among officers from
Taxation, Customs & Excise
and Audit & Accounts services.

2) These officers are
accustomed relating to export,
import and other financial
matters.

3) That these officers have
done well till date. Therefore,
we appreciate the decision of
the government and wait for its
quick implementation.

M Ali
Dhaka

grim tragedy.

alarm
. y uniiers

countries. Taking all these fac-
tors into account a conservative
estimnate of China's actual mili-
tary expenditure would be at
least the ten times ‘the officially
announced level. In other
words. China's real defense

bud amounts to a minimum
of 887bn per year, ro one
third that of the Uni States'

and 75 per cent more than
Japan's.

Moreover the figure was 11.3
per cent higher in 1996 than in
1995 and 14.6 per cent higher in
1995 than in 1994. No other

of the Chinese government
gaufjtgct has increased at a rate
anywhere near these figures.
all indications China is m?g
in one of the most ex-
tensive and rapid military,
modernisation programme in
the world, one that has been ac-
celerating in the recent times
notwithstanding the toning
down of her rhetoric which is,
however, considered by the West
as her tactical retreat to cam-
ouflage most of her current
power build-ups. China's im-
mediate goal now ﬂu_::ml tn“be
acquiring at least the capability
ﬁm up a cmdihhd Taiwan
n lorce an ty to
sink American ﬂrcmgtr.
should the United States inter-
fere militarily in China-Tai-
wan issue as it did last year.
China has air become
the third largest n power
of the world having surpassed
both Britain and France as

wrong is that with signing of
the peace pact and its eventual
proper implementation. two
major Iirritants with India
would be solved which would
:anﬁf the wind out uflthe anti-
ap e. An ar-
ticle published in 199 t; the
of the Insti-

tute of International and
Strategic Studies (BIISS) — the
foreign policy think-tank —
said, "Dhaka may have to learn

to live with its with
New Delhi, alt efforts
should continue ceaselessly to

keep the negative impacts of
these to containable levels.

“For Bangladesh which is
critically resource-poor, en-
demically poverty-stficken,

sprone to:Aatural
ters,

oped, in terms of of
politico-economic m::m

break, the and infrastructures, interna-

tional peace, stability and co-

operation are the most
essential tes for suc-
cessful a t of national

objectives. That way, if the new

world order can really Eoduu:
an environ of greater interna-
tional cooperation, Bangladesh
may t to gain.” Here
Sheikh Hasina has probably
used her good relations with In-
dia for the interest of her coun-
try and the nationalists are un-
explainably staying away in

with her to attain
mﬂmml objectives.
The BIISS article concluded

that "lack of constructive polit-

ével-
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early as in the '70s. and is only
Asian country to deploy her nu-
clear weapons. Its aircrafts
lt:gvc ﬂnﬂf}, been acquiring air-

ITie ear wam.l.;ﬁ tnchml.;?
lnllli:l:rnpe and Israel and rcﬁj-
o us in- t =
:Fllng mucs &1@ extend
their r . Since the Taiwan
episode it concluded a deal
with Russia to acquire two de-
stroyers equipped with modern
cruise missiles. In the past few
years, China has acquired SU-
27 fighter-bombers and Russian
Kilo-class submarines. In the
last several years, China has
built 34 modern warships on its
own and developed a fleet of M-
9 and M-11 mobile launched
missiles — tested
Taiwan crisis. It has also ex-

anded its rapid reaction force
rom 15,000 to 200,000 and
built an airfield in the Paracel
island and an early warning
radar installation on Fiery
Cross Reef in the S ;

By now China's relative
str gives it the ability to
intimidate the regional foes
and win war against them. If
the present pace of China's mil-
itary build-up continues it will
soon become the only country
capable of challenging Ameri-
can in East Asia. After
some times it will be difficult
even for America to pre-empt
Chinese aggression with the
kind of overwhel show of
force made by China during
Taiwan straits stand off. Now
as Chinese leaders become more
assertive in East Asia particu-
larly with regards to China's
claim on Spratly islands her
exasperated neighbours moni-
tor with growing unease the
Chinese military increasingly
geared for power projection.

Peace: a Chance in Chittagong Hill Tracts

would, with the careful implementation of treaty
Mngiugthefdbu:cn toBan,Iaduh'lmainmm‘r:.f

ical behaviour as an active and
n::ﬁonmhle opposition and for
lack of intra-organizational
discipline and proper leader-
ship it (Bangladesh) has so far
failed to place itself in a more
advantageous position than it
currently holds.”

The BNP I believe can join
the government's success story
if it believed that its continued

pre- pressure had cre-
ath an am here where the
Shanti Bahml:l elt it wnl: neces-
5 to quic sl the pact,
u:l{l,l,e lhn'f-I 4 Ellt was F;tra
careful in framing the accord.
That is constructive politics. by
which BNP has more to gain
than to lose if they decide
against parliamentary debate

or gﬁl:'lg to the court.
e hill tracts which has

been termed a "disturbed area”
would, with the careful imple-
mentatjon of treaty clauses,
draw investors a

btinging the " tribesmen to
B mainstream. So
far have been the "Raj" of
the with the military in-
vol to overthrow that Raj.
Now they would welcome

friends from other s of
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passes or secu-

rity to protect fmﬁlm ts.
This reminds me one o
Abraham Lincoln's famous
uotes: "You can fool some of
e people all the time and all
the some of the time, but

people
you can't fool all the people all

the time."
Yes, man lives with or
else his survival would at

stake. Man is told to think -
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The leaders at the Asean

summit in Kuala issued
end of

a communique at
their 30th annual meeting
which was also attended b
China and Japan, not stric
the members of the club but
nonetheless have been affected
the recent jitters in their
k markets. in the
wake of the American economic
summit of the countries of Asia
Pacific Basin called by Presi-
dent Clinton, in an effort to
emulate his earlier success in
{?Er,nﬂn a trading zone of the

and its neigh coun-
tries, the Asean sumrriln:li% was a
timely stock taking of the re-
cent financial turmoil engulf-
ing the whole Asean area.

The lasting scar left by the
recent financial collapse of the
so-called tiger economies of
Asia, will take some time to
heal. At first it started in Thai-
land, then spread around the
areas affecting Malaysia, In-
donesia, Japan and South Ko-
rea. Their stock markets
crashed within a matter of
to recover however gradually
over the following months,
though not entirely to their
original level. Hong K was
affected too, but fortunately for
mainland China, the Ho
Honig market bounced back .:3
no lasting residual effect en-
sued.

Malaysia : Malaysia's mer-
curial Prime Minister Dr Ma-
hathir Mohammad, 71. is noth-
ing if not a controversial figure
in the world of finance and pol-
itics. His acerbic comments on
the economy in particular and
the western countries in gen-
eral, have at timmes been
out of context and aflected
Kuala Lumpur stock market at
a difficult time in the phase of
its economy. He is much more
cautious now with his remarks
and has wilfully refrained him-
ntlr;_{rmn ;ny controversial re-
marks in his ech at
the Asean sum"‘cﬁ:m
Japan too were represented in it
AS OVerseers

Korea having been in the
hands of IMF for its economic
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rescue with an dose
of austeri medicine, was
nowhere to seen. To the
embarrassment of the member-
countries, the major currencies
in the area have continued to

ummet during the de-
plt:the:ﬂ'mtsnfﬂlcl and
e World Bank to rescue these

economies with packages of
billions of dollars, in order to
stabilise them. Recent ill health
of President Suharto of In-

et. But presence hina
Japan has added to the clout of
the Asean summit.

Remedies : The devaluation
of their currencies compared to
the US dollar and massive falls
in their stock market values
have affected the morale of the
proud tiger economies of the
entire area. from receiv-
ing massive international aid,
the affected countries should
lift the barriers of trade and
adopt their own corrective eco-
nomic measures. The days of
double-digit annual growth in
their economies may be over
forever. South Korean economy
has been forecast to be growing
by about 3 per cent next year

compared to 7 cent

few of this century

the early 21st century, Asian
countries are bound to ;I-odq:
and their economies are -
tined to grow despite the recent

Thgr main competitors on

the global economy are the US
and the Eu Union. The
EU with the single currency
coming into in the year
1999. will be the of
the most formidable global
economic might the
US over the next decade.
Asian countries of the Pacific
rim should form economic bloc
of their own to with the
e lig ey
States. If J cCan t
into this llwllm. this bloc will
secure the economic
pone for to come. To
to form such an alliance be
the success of the Asean sum-
mdt




