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alEstinian 1Eﬂder Ya

Arf sits in front of a Euro-

pean Union flag when he reports on a news conference
at Senningen Castle near Luxembourg Friday, about his
talks with the Prime Minister of Luxembourg and EU

President Jean-Claude Juncker.

— AP/UNB photo

Kumaratunga leaves for Pakistan:
President Chandrika Kumaratunga of Sri Lanka left for
Pakistan Saturday on three-day state visit to boost bilateral
ties, officials said, AP reports from Colombo.

Kumaratunga will meet with Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
in Islamabad to discuss bilateral issues, and sign agreements

on investment cooperation and sharing

technology. Acting

President Wasim Safjad will host a banquet for Kumaratunga,
who is acccmpanied by her foreign minister, Lakshman

Kadirgamar.

Top Pak, Indian policemen to meet:

Three senior Pakistani police officials will meet their Indian

counterparts in neighbouring India to
to tackle acts of terrorism and smu

to develop a strategy
ing along their tense

border, officials said Saturday, AP reports from Lahore.

It will be the first officia
Indian
office last Febru
the two hostile neighbours.

47

meetin
police officials since Prime
. pledging to improve relations between

Algerians massacred in 2 da

47 civilians, including women and children,

between Pakistani and
inister Nawaz Sharif took

At least
ave been

massacred in two days in Algeria in a wave of attacks blamed
on Islamic guerillas. newspapers reported yesterday, AFP

reports from Algiers.

Thirty-one victim — 8 men, 10 women and 13 children —
were massacred on Thursday night at Larbaa, 35 kilometres
southeast of Algiers. Ten nomads had their throats cut the
same night in the Aflou region, south of Algiers, while at
Lakhdaria. to the east of the capital, Islamists put up a road-

block and killed several civilians.
bombs exploded at Blida market, 40 km South of

On Friday mumi:F. two
giers,

killing between two and four people. 1
35 peasants killed in Colombia: as

many as 35 displaced
region of northeast

peasants were killed in a remote,
Colombia

Friday, after rightwing

paramilitaries attacked their encampment, Colombian Radio

reported, says AFP from Bogota.

Citing army sources, Colombia's Radionet radio reported

that gun-toting paramilitdries

overran the encampment,

killing between 25 to 35 people, and tossing the corpses into the

Pavarando River,

200 Nicar

rebels surrender: Mo
than 200 of Nicaragua's last reco

gnised political rebels laid

down their weapons on Friday, but a small group defied a recent
Eeace treaty and refused to disarm, Reuters report from
1

caragua.
Th:glillnal

phase of demobilization of the leftist Andrew

Castro united front (FUAC) was del?ﬁ'ed for several hours while

rebels leaders, defence ministry o
held more talks in this remote rebel stronghol

ki) northeast of Managua.

cials and dpeacc monitors
288 miles (460

Ukrainian airliner crash

Wreckage of plane found

at foot of Mount Olympus

KATERINI, Greece, Dec 20:
The wreckage of a Ukrainian
airliner, missing for three days
with 70 people aboard, was
found at the foot of Mount
Olympus today, reports Reuter.

‘Land forces are rushing
there now and our first concern
Is whether there are any sur-
vivors,” Macedonia and Thrace
minister Philippos Petsalnikos
told reporters at the northern
Greek airport of Salonika.

The Russian-built Yakovley

42 airliner, which vanished -

from radar screens on Wednes-
day, was spotted about 40 km
from this northern Greek town
by a military helicopter comb-

ing the area during a brief spell
of clear weather. 48

- 'The area has been banned to,
civillans. The helicopter only
saw debris in a steep gorge and
it was all covered by snow," a
defence 11'1111i5.lr'_¥l official said.
Relatives of those aboard the
plane who gathered at Salonika
_airport to wait for news were be-

ing

informed of developments
by Petsalnikos and his staff.

Heavy snow and thick for
stymied search efforts in the
rugged mountains 50 km (30
miles) south and west of Sa-
lonika by more than 5,000
troops and about 500 army ve-
hicles. Authorities had pinned
their hopes on a NATO plane
that can detect metal from the
air. :

The Ukrainian plane van-
ished on Wednesday night dur-
ing its second approach to land
at the northern Greek airport of
Salonika after a flight from
Kiev via Odessa. :

Greek transport minister
Tasos Mandelis said it a
the pilot became "disoriented"
after listening to a tape record-
ilngi between Salonika air con-
trol tower and the plane. .

The airliner, belonging to
state carrier Air Ukraine, was
being operated by. Aerosweet
Airlines, a Ukrainian-Israeli
concern.

Cambodian resistance lead
proposes ceasefire talks

PHNOM PENH, Dec 20: The
general comimanding embattled
resistance troops loyal to de-

sed co-primme minister Prince

orodom Ranariddh said Sat-
urday he is prepared to hold
ceasefire talks to halt a major
offensive against his last
stronghold, reports AP.

Gen. Nhek Bunchhay, con-
tacted on the border with Thai-
land by telephone, said he
wanted the Untied Nations or
other international organisa-
tions to arrange and mediate
the ceasefire to give it added
_ t and prevent violations.,

€ movement toward a
ceasefire follows three days of
shuttle diplomacy by opposi-
tion leader Sam Rainsy to bro-
ker a halt to heavy fighting
since December 15 between the
resistance and Hun Sen, who
uﬂErthrcw ll:ds cuglrenucrl in

ting in the capital in July.

Sam Rainsy, who met Nﬁak
Bunchhay at the border Friday,

said he would make an "impor-
tant” announcement through
an interview with Thai televi-
sion late Saturday. He has re-

rtedly received a t
or his mediation efforts from

Hun Sen and Thai Foreign Min-
is officials.

ek Bunchhay said that he
was prepared to accept a cease-
fire to prevent further Cambo-
dian deaths in the utrug%e over
O'Smach, a heavily fortified re-
sistance base on the border
where his dug-in fighters have

withstood six days of heavy ar- .

till bombardment.
- !’%: welcome ceasefire,”
Nhek Bunchha

in the ﬁghtmg. . '
Nhek Bunchhay suggested
that the United Nations or a
"concerned organisation” me-
diate a meeting of top govern-
ment and resistance military

officials to discuss ceasefire I-

. n'l.'lnu’t.ryll.id.

terms.

-

International
US vows to inspect Saddam’s palaces

DHAKA SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1997

destruction weapons

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 20:
UN weapons inspectors have
"evidence” that Iraq is conceal-
ing weapons of mass destruc-
tion at sites declared off-limits,
the top UN arms inspector said

UN Special Commission
Chairman Richard Butler said
at a news conference here that
"we have evidence, or reason to
believe that prohibited items
have been and or do exist in
places that would be within that
category for presidential or

sites.”

However, he refused to EW:
further details "because that
would blow the whole 1

AP adds, inspectors will
scour Iraq's presidential pala-
ces for evidence of weapons
production "one way or an-

other." a kesman for Presi-
dent Bill ;g:n said.

“While U plomats pressed
UN Security Council members
to condemn any move by Iraq to
ban in from places and
other where has

asserted sovereignty, White
House spokesman Mike Mc-
Curry declined to say when the
United States might act on its
own.

“I'm not going to lay out any

artificial timetable.” McCurr
told reporters on Friday. "It

needs to be deliberately pursued

by the Security Council.”

He reiterated the US position
that any Iraqi activity on
chemical, biological or other
weapons of mass destruction
would be a " grave matter”
and said the United States
would insist that the interna-

tional ins team have ac-
cess to sites that Baghdad has
put off-limits.

"The United States has in-
sisted on that, and | think at
some int (access) will be
available one way or another.”

he said.

At the US State Dcipa.rtment.
spokesman James Foley scoffed

at the Iragis for giving journal-
ists a tour of the "off-limits”

palaces on Friday.

"What it demonstrates is
that the Iraql claims of

e ty. protecting UN ac-
cess sites, are hypocrit-
ical.” he said.

Iraq “is willing to let re-
porters, foreign delegations to
visit what they claim to be sen-
sitive and sovereign sites” and
yet refuses to let in the UN in-
spection team. gor UNSCOM",

Foley noted.

"That can only raise ques-
tions as to why th
UNSCOM to visit those sites,”
he said.

Meanwhile US efforts to get
the Security Council to con-
demn Iraq have run into oppo-
sition from Russia and others,
despite claims by the chief UN
arms inspector that the Iragis
may be hiding banned weapons

in sites they have declared off-
limits.

US Ambassador Bill
Richardson submitted a draft
resolution Friday in the Secu-
rity Council to condemn any
move by lrar} to keep UN Arms
inspectors from presidential
palaces and other "sovereignty
sites.”

The draft would have the
council repeat its demand that
Iraq cooperate fully with UN
inspectors and grant them full,
immediate and unrestricted ac-
cess to any site they wish to
visit.

“The Security Council con-
demns any failure by the gov-
ermnment of Iraq to provide (the
inspectors) with immediate,
unconditional access to any site
or category of sites and unac-

don't want

ceptable and a clear violation of
the relevant (UN) resolutions.”
it said.

But Russian Ambassador
Sergey Lavrov objected to using
the word "condemns” and also
asked for langua_ﬁ;: affirming
Iraqi sovereignty. The Russians
also want the statement to cite
Iraqi progress in destroying
some of the banned weapons,
including long-range missiles
and nuclear research pro-
grammes.

Council staternents must be
approved by all 15 members.
nable to overcome the differ-
ences, the council ad_}nurncd
until Monday. Council diplo-
mats, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said France and
China also raised objections to
the US draft.

It was a latest sign of the
challenge the Clinton adminis-
tration faces in trying to win
council approval for tough
measures against Iraq. Never-
theless, the administration has
said its intends to pursue a
diplomatic solution for the
time being, largely because of
widespread opposition in the
Arab world and among Ameri-
ca's European allies.

Ex-ROK presidents to

be freed from jail

SEOUL. Dec 20 South Kore-
as President and president-
elect agreed on Saturday to free
disgraced former president
Chun Doo Hwan and Roh Tae-
Woo in a dramatic effort to
unite a nation in deep economic
crisis, rts Reuter.

The decision provoked im-
mediate angry criticism from
one of the country's leadin
human rights groups, whic
said there were still many pris-
oners of conscience in South
Korea who had been jailed by
the former stro ern.

A statement from the office
of incumbent president Kim
Young-Sam after he met presi-
dent-elect Kim Dae-Jung said
the former chief executives
would be freed on Monday along
with 23 associates _}aifed in
connection with slush fund
scandals, a 1979 coup, and an
armmy massacre a year later.

A presidential spokesman
said Eolh Kims backed the
amnesty.

“The amnesty... will be car-
ried out on December 22 after
cabinet endorsement,” the
statemnent said, adding that the
move was aimed at national
unity at a time of economic cri-
sis.

Cabinet endorsement is
likely to be a formality.

Veteran opposition leader
Kim Dae-Jung narrowly won
Thursday's presidential elec-

tion and is e to take over
fromi Kim Young-Sam on
February 25. The former dissi-
dent will become the first ever
president from the opposition
camp.

His main poll rival, Lee Hoi-
Chang of the majority grand
national party, proposed earlier
this year that Kim Young-Sam
grant the amnesty.

While it will be popular with
conservatives, it will be less so
in the southwestern city of
Kwangju, Kim Dae-Jung's main
support base and scene of the
1980 army massacre in which
hundreds died. The military ac-
tion provoked a bitter and
lasting resentment of central
government in the southwest.

The revolt erupted after the
country's new army rulers. led
by Chun, declared martial law
and arrested Kim Dae-Jung,
then one of the democratic
candidates planning to stand
for President. Kim was charged
with sedition and sentenced to
death, but the sentence was
eventually suspended.

Roh and Chun were con-
victed of mutiny, treason and

corruption in August 1996_In
April, the Supreme Court up-
held an appeals court decision
to commute Chun's death sen-
tence to life in jail and cut Roh's

22-1/2 year sentence to 17
years.

Pa.l:cont;olled

Kashmir’s PM
faces vote of no
confidence

MUZAFFARABAD, Pak-
istan. Dec 20: A no confidence
vote was tabled against Sultan
Mehmood, Prime Minister of
Pakistan-controlled Kashmir,

today, reports Reuters.

'I'¥|c deputy speaker of the lo-
cal parliament, Asrar Abassi,
told he was confident
he would secure the 25 votes
needed from the 48-seat assem-
bly to Mehmood.

Elections for the assembly
in June last year were domi-
nated by Benazir Bhutto's op-

sition Pakistan Peopl

arty (PPP) and its lies,
ut polls were marred
allegations from the er of

the assembly, Mumtaz Hussain
Rathore, that Mehmood bribed
Bhutto's husband, Asif Zardari.
to become prime minister,
Mehmood. like Rathore, a
member of the PPP, denies the

allegations.
Eam said all parties in the

assembly backed the no-confi-
dence motion and forecast that
Rathore would succeed
Mehmood.

Pakistan controls about
one-third of the disputed
Kashmir region and India the
remainder E

Changes in Indian

electoral laws

recommended

NEW DELHI, Dec 20: India's
poll chief has recommended
changes in electoral laws to al-
lm:! Eﬁ: 2.5 million defence
an omatic personnel sta-
tioned away from their homes
to c“;l pProxy votes in next
year's elections, reports AFP.

The Press Trust of India to-
day said MS Gill, head of India's
Election Watchdog Panel, had
:rittcn to PrF;uddent K R

ara on ay suggest-
at tal ballots be re-
with the new

Gill said the Com-
mission had after "extensive
discussion” unanimously
agreed that the only effective

method of partici-
pation of tﬁl;:uﬂng was to
enable them to vote by proxy.
"Under this em, they
would be permi to authorise
any a2dult member of the
to vote for them in their native
place,” Gill said.

Gill said the proposal and
the backing of deingco

person
nel and tical parties, adgf
it was prevalent in "advan
democracies like the Untied
and France.”
e said earlier elections had
shown that "hardly 10 to 15

cent of postal ballots reached
the returning officers in time."

- 8 soldiers, 1
rebel killed in
Lankan clashes

COLOMBO, Dec 20; Tamil

‘Tiger guerillas ambushed an

arm?‘v patrol in eastern Sri
Lanka,

killing five soldiers
while another three troo

and a rebel were killed in
clashes elsewhere, the defence
ministry said today, reports
AFP. -

Gunmen from the atist
Liberation Tigers of T».:nﬂl’war Ee-
lam (LTTE) ambushed the army
patrol in the district of Polon-
naruwa on Friday using auto-
matic assault rifles, the min-

istry said.

"Troops retaliated with
small arms and machine guns
causing the terrorists to with-

draw their dead and
wounded, e ministry said
without rebel casualties.

The ministry gaid that the

rebels also exploded a land
mine in the northern r?on of
riday,

Elephant Pass on
kill three soldiers and
10 others who were

trave in a vehicle.
Se“cﬂ#ty forces

dead one

rebel in a separate confronta-
tion in the northern Jaffna
and recovered a hand

peninsula
grenade from the victim, the

Clinton will meet Arafa-t, Netanzahu in Jan

Israel won't limit Jewish settlement
in West Bank or Jerusalem

JERUSALEM, Dec 20: Israel
I will not limit Jewish settle-
ment construction in the West
Bank or Jerusalem despite US
calls for a timeout, Prime Min-
ister B:::ﬂ:nﬂn Netanyahu said,

reports _
“That's not going to happen,”
Netanyahu told The Associated

Press on Friday, ad that
both the Israelis and the Pales-
tinians should be free to ac-
commodate burgeoning popula-
tions.

'Fm;{:: la)]r] to us that we
should t that (growth). We
are not going to limit natural

here, and we don't

¢ Palestinians to limit
theirs. There is no fairness or
justice in that."

Netanyahu said that US Sec-
retary of State Madeleine Al-
bright never defined what she
meant by a timeout, and Israel
would not freeze or cut back
construction.

This is not the first time Ne-
tanyahu has annoynced his

d mﬁ'al to implement - a timeout

in séttlement construction. Last
month, he also dismissed US
calls for a delay. calling the
growth of communities on dis-
puted land a "non-issue.”

he could not suspend construc-
tion while the Palestinians. ac-
to him, were b

restrictions in their
communities.

In Friday's interview, Ne-
tanyahu said he had no inten-
tion of giving in to Palestinian
demands to t construction
of 6.500 housing units for Jews

Palestinians, who call the
area Jabal Abu Ghneim, s
the project because it is in the
sector of Jerusalem they want
as the capital of a future Pales-
tinian state.

"It's
God's sake."
maintaining
with the Palestinians did not
ban Israeli building in disputed
parts of the city. "It's like

said Netanyahu,

e — -

Winnie wins seat
on nat’l executive
committee of ANC

MAFIKENG, South Africa,
Dec 20: South Africa's Winnie
Madikizela-Mandela won a seat
on the national executive
committee of the ruling African
National Congress today, re-
ports Reuter.

A vote by secret ballot on the
last day of the party's national
conference in the northern

town of Mafikeng put her 15th

on the list of 60 victorious can-
didates, who included many
ministers in President Nelson
Mandela's government.

The election to the national
executive committee, the ANC's

main decision-making body, is
one of the o pularity
tests of its merl =
Mandela's former wife, who
is now embroiled in fresh accu-
sations of torture and murder

that she denies, placed fifth at

the last national conference.
She declined earlier this

t of Jerusalem, for

the peace accords

Washington. DC. We don't limit
construction In our capital
city.”

Iin Washington, State De-
artment spokesman James
ol sald US policy remains

unchanged: Washington views
settlement activity as unhelp-
ful, particularly at this sensi-
tive moment in the peace nego-
tiations.

"We have long urged all the
parties to refrain from unilat-
eral acts which make it diffi-
cult for the negotiations to

progress and to prosper — and to

avold actions that tend to pre-

judge final status or permanent

status negotiations.” Foley

US President Bill Clinton
has summoned both Netanyahu
and Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat for talks early next year
in Washington where US nego-
tiators will continue to try to
find agreement on another Is-
raeli troop withdrawal in the
West

AFP adds: President Bill’

Clinton will meet _with Israeli
and Palestinian leaders next
month before they make
"tough decisions” on the future
of the peace process, a senior
State Department official said
Friday.

The separate meeting with
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu and Pales-
tinian leader Yasser Arafat in
Washington will give Clinton
‘an opportunity to explain to
both the kinds of
that from his standpoint, he
believes it will take to be able to

DARA-[-AHANGARAN,

Alg-
hanistan, Dec 20:

With

for trucks, UN Food Pr
is facing a tough task to send es-
sential suppliers to people liv-
ing in the

sels in, reports AFP,

(WFP) trucks, most o
have seen better da

which

after a difficult trip ever pot-
holed roads which more than

vehicles.

The supplies of potatoes are
essential with an estimated
160,000 people in the central
Afghan province of Bamiyan
facing starvation, which |is
likely to become worse with
temperatures
in the next few days to as low as
minus 20 degrees Celsius
(minus four Fahrenheit).

The shortages, caused partly
by poor harvests, are exacer-
bated by a blockade of the area
by the Islamic Taliban militia,
who claim they cannot let food
thro as it
into the hands of Hezb-1-Wad-
hat warriors fighting them.

Standing in ragged lines, the
men of Dara-I-Ahangaran wait
for their ration, 150 kilos (300
pounds) of potatoes per family.

Since Wednesday some 7.5
tonnes have been distributed.
Each ration is handed over on
presentation of a coupon, then

mountain roads far too narrow
ogramine

ara Valley as winter

World Food Programme

ys, are forced
to stop at the first village they
come to, Dara-l-Ahangaran,

once threatened to disable the

expected to drop

t find its way

Cold weather hampering

UN food convoys in
Afghanistan

poor. or by donkey for the bet-
ter-off.

The WFP team handing out
the food arrived last week to
evaluate the problem in the val-
ley, high up in the Hindu Kush
mountains.

Jamuddin Jakhamani, 40,
the village chief, lives in a hut
built from dried mud with his
seven children aged three to 12,
who are already showing the
first signs of malnutrition.

“We have just enough food so
that we don't die of hunger, but
we haven't eaten meat for the
last 12 months," he said.

He claimed, although here
was no confirmation from hu-
manitarian groups or officials,
that several people "children
and the elderly” had already
died from illness aggravated by
hunger,

Since the summer, the Tal-
iban have blocked all road ac-
cess to the province from the
east and south, disrupting trade
which the’proviace, which al-
ways faces shortages in winter,
relied on for minimum needs
until the next harvest.

On Wednesday the WFP
opened an air bridge from the
Pakistan city of Peshawar to
the province to get around the
road blocked and bring in
around 1.500 tonnes of emer-
gency, aid mostly wheat.

“It's a race against time and
the winter,” a WFP member
said, puling his coat closer and

in the Har Homa area of Week to stand for the post of move forward,” said the official, | carried laboriously on the looking nervously towards the
Jerusalem. ANC deputy president, who asked not to be named. backs of family mem .of the already snow covered peaks.

e

A police officer guards
Anti-Narcotic Police seized

i i

.........

- two metric tons of cocaine paste in Florencia on Friday. The

the paste in a tanker truck and arrested the truck driver, the
seizure of about, 2,000 kilograms of unprocessed cocaine was made on a road near Flo-
rencia, 235 miles southwest of Bogota during a routine road check.

— AP/UNB photo

YANGON, Dec 20: The oppo-
sition National League for
De (NLD) has rejected a
warning from the military gov-
ernment to cease political ac-
tivities for security reasons, re-
ports AP.

The NLD., led by Nobel laure-
ate Aung San Suu Kyi, said in a
statement Friday that the gov-
ernment was to blame for
avoiding a political dialogue
that the opposition has de-
manded.

Officials led by Home Minis-
ter Col. Tin Hline met members
of the NLD's executive commit-
tee on Thursday and told them
to cease trying to hold mass
rallies, saying it could slow
down natio reconciliation, a

t statement said.

The NLD statement said that
Tin Hline repeatedly asked that
the party stop handing out
pamphlets. The statement said
that the a:tly had a right to en-
gage in legal organisational ac-
tivities.

“The mment is deliber-

|

ately avoiding the dialnﬁuE.
since it has no desire to follow
the path of meani | negotia-
tion to solve existing political,

NLD rejects warning to
stop political activities

economic and social problems,”
the party statement said.

The NLD has long called for
a dialogue with Myanmar's mil-
itary rulers. Top officials met
with senior leaders of the
for the first time in July, but
their refusal to see Suu Kyi or
her top two deputies prompted
accusations that the govern-
ment was trying to split the op-
position leadership.

The military has ruled
Myanmar since 1962. The pre-
sent regime came to power in
1988, crus protests against
military rule t brought Suu
Kyi to the leadership of the pro-

Cy movement.

The government ch its
name last month from the State
Law and Order Restoration
Council to State Peace and De-

vl:lochnt Council. but many of
the leaders remain the same.

Suu Kyi was under house ar-
rest from 1989 to 1995 and has
again been largely confined to
her home for the past year. She
won the Nobel Peace Prize in
1991.

Her supporters won elections
in 1990, but the military re-
fused to yield power.

‘STOCKHOLM, Dec 20: Dario
Fo, the Nobel laureate for Liter-
::rv.;re this 'g;:r. uy;i tﬁ;

ngest in tion in his life
has come from the streetside
Indian clown, reports India
Abroad News Service.

Often described as the "first
clown of the world", satirist Fo
expressed his appreciation for
the "great influence that the In-
giﬂm} clown has exercised on my

"l have great admiration for
the poetry, philosc:l:h and cul-

sai

;mf lI:Tdia,* s e prolific
a t. actor, pro-
ducer mmrectur. whnphu
given modern popular theatre a
new dimension. "But it is the
Indian clown, the plain ordi-
nary Indian street clown, tha
has most influenced work."
thcm tlhzrﬂn. [lil at) ﬁ
ages n_In
madd Me caslch Tor e o
trodden by mimicking the
foibles of their unbearable caste
and social superiors... an’ op-
portunity to portray their tor-
mentors, however occasional,

insurmountable social tribula-
tions,” Fo told India Abroad
News Service in an interview
here.

Fo was awarded the 1997
Nobel Prize in Literature in
recognition of being "one who
emulates the jesters of the Mid-
dle Ages in scourging authority
and upholding the dignity of the
downtrodden.” Fo has also been
called the Miguel de Cervantes
of our times, who, "combining
Don Quixote and Sancho Panza

in one, relentle but -
fectively tilts at today's wind-
mills."

Fo has facets other than lit-
ﬂr}& Ht;.-hhna been, u:ltr the

ades, the most ""“"g‘
in the side of the Rﬁ?{n estab-
lishment and the Vatican as
well as a marxist of the most
pure genre. The Italian govern-

ment did not even congratulate
him after he won the Nobel

Prize.

During the interview he
spoke at length on these con-
troversies: sm has been a

state of mind,"” he said. "It
served a pragmatic purpose. at
the right times, in right places.
Today it has served its purpose.
To continue to adhere to it,
whether in India or elsewhere,
would be a futile obsession.”

"I have nothing against the
Catholic Church, per se. But | do
oppose the neo-fundamental-
ism in Christianity, as [ do in
other religions,” Fo said of his
feud with the Vatican.

In his crusade to bare the ex-
isting evils, Fo spares neither
state nor church nor society
and has in the process earned
the ire of all three. However, his
denigration of the three estates,
however piquant and provoca-
tive, is never bitter - it is just
laughter used as an effective

lli( '}1. was born at 0

0,
Maggiore. Educated at the
Aca of Arts in Milan "and
on the streets of the world, In-
cluding India," he claims to
have een his own chief
teacher. His talents and work

dentale di

'7nc_lmn streetside clowns were Nobel laureate's

. hag been ameliorative of their

when he married the actress
and writer Franca Rame.

"He, if anyone, merits the
epithet of jester in the true
rm:ann}ﬁ of the word,” Professor
Sture Allen. rManent secre-
tary of The ish Academy,
the body that annuallr selects
the Nobel finalist. told [IANS.
"With a blend of laughter and

gravity, he opens our eyes to
abuses and injustices in society
and also the wider historical
E:ra]l)ectivt in which they can

placed. Fo is an extremely
serious satirist with a multi-
faceted oeuvre.”

In his work, Fo often alludes
to the medieval jesters
(joculatores) and their
and mysteries. The central
work "Mistero Buffo™ (The Buf-
foon Mystery] from 1969 is
based on such historic material

as interpreted by Fo.

Another milestone of Fo's
extensive work is "Morte accl-
un anarchico’

were singularly complemented (Accidental Death of an Anar-

inspiration

chist) from 1970. It was based
on the ri&ht-win extremist
bomb attacks of 1969 in Italy,
for which the authorities and
the press blamed the anar-
chists. During interrogations in
Milan, an innocent suspect
"fell” from a fifth-floor window.
The play deals with these inter-

ations, which are gradually
taken over by a Hamlet-like
character, "1l Matto” (The Ma-
niac) who possesses the kind of
lunacy that lays bare the lies of
officialdom.

Other works that have been
acclaimed the world over in-

clude "Non si a! Non si pagal”
(We Can't Pay. We Won't Pay)
from 1974 and “Clacsson,
trombette e pernachi’

(Trumpets and Raspberries)
from 1981 The latter is a veri-
table comedy of errors aimed at
participants in the disreputabie

strategems in high places. In re-
cent years together with wife

Franca Rame. Fo has dealt with
women s issues in several
telling plays



