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CHT accord

BNP may seek
President’s

intervention
By Staff Correspondent

BNFP lawmakers are sched-

uled lnmhthrwthediy
thoro

black I nn

black to protest the CH#
mﬂ.w

I.i':i Smgo::ihe
in Jatiya is
mtu lead the march,

to start at 10 am from
her Minte Road official resi-
dence.

The march aims at trigger-
ing protests and rcsistam:e

across the country ngalnal
black accord,” sai BNP

statement issmd last nigh

After garading th: Eit}"
streets, the Opposition law-
makers are due to move towards
the abhaban where a small
group ol party MPs will meet

See Page 12 Col 8

48-hr hartal
called in CHT
from today

BHHDAREAH DCCEO'PH

shad (PSOP) mﬁnme a 48-
hour hartal from tomorrow in
the three hill districts de-
manding annulment of the

peace accord, UNB.

Inul-;u of the hartal, the
PSOP brought out a n
at Bandarban town.

proces-
sion was led by Parishad
:;:adcr Mohammad Kamal Ud-
in.
Earlier, dawn-to-dusk har-

tals were enforced in three hill
districts of Khagrachhari,

Rangamati and Bandarhan on
December 10 and 11.

Transit, SAGQ
to dominate

FM’s talks in

Kathmandu

By Staff Correspondent

The issues of Bangladesh-
Nepal transit and the progress
of South Asian Growth Quad-
rangle (SAGQ) are likely to

. dominate the talks d the
two-day visit of Forel s-
ter Samad to Nepal

Azad leaves for the hi-
malayan kingdom on Monday
at the invitation of his counter-
part Kamal Thapa, according to
diplomatic sources.

Nepal is learnt to be very
keen about making the newly

ned road transit route
through Bangladesh opera-
tional. Ever since its formal in-
auguration, only three Nepalese
container trucks could use the

See Page 12 Col 6
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Border villagers host traffickers

As night falls, 'guests’
start arriving

By Morshed Ali Khan back from Benapole, Jessore

Almost every house along
the border has hand-
some provisions for accommo-
dating 4 number of paying

. It may be a hut or an at-

active pucca structure. And
inside, the owners proudly dis-
play large rest areas including

Lcml:m.bﬂda etc and cook-
u . bowls — an

how nmny guests
t.hey can put up at a tirne and on
short notice.

The house owners may be el-
Ihil'l}" MEnN Or wommeTr. Ihﬂy cater
to hundreds of e travelling
to India without passport. In
the darkness, the clients are

:'r.

Plr led through the border
nto lndla a few yards
away while in the distance BDR
personnel in their makeshift
outposts stand guard. Locally
the travellers are known as

dhurs.

the day, these 'houses’
near the are empty, and
look abandoned. But as night
falls these village houses le
with life. Women light up their
cookers mE repare meals for the
'‘guests’ who suddenly arrive,
and keep on arriving
thruughnut the night. They
mingle with the occupants,
have food and then wait for the

ts or ghat men to turn up. A
ghat is a d ted point from
where the crossing into India
takes place. It is owned by a
member of the syndicate that is
in charge of the operation in
this particular vill

From the Benapo e customs
and immigration checkpoint
upto the Isamati river, about
two kilometres in the west.
dhurs make a substantial con-
tribution to the economy of this
area known as Geatipara. Each
dhur passing thrnugrka ghat
ends up paying upto Tk 500 for
the service

See Page 12 Col 4
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One of the BDR outposts in Geatipara area. There are only 20 outposts for 140 km-long

border in Jessore.
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Sdme bank brénches
also have CBAs!

Star Report

The government has ex-
tended the time for submission
of the report of the task force on
activities of trade unions in the
nationalised commercial
banks (NCBs) by three months.

A five-member team headed
by Deput Governor of
Bangladesh Bank Ibrahim
Khaled is currently looking
into the activities of the collec-

tive bar agents (CBAs) of
the NC

The task force report was
supposed to be submitted by Oc-
tober 30. The Finance Ministry,
after a delay,. extended the
time till February 28,

The task force had dis-
tributed written questionnaires
among the trade union leaders
and interviewed all the manag-
ing directors of the NCBs and
other officials

According to sources, the
task force discovered that con-
tr to law, there are CBAs in
the branches of the banks. The
law says, CBA should be in the
head office, and there can not be
any separate CBA in the branch
offices.

The task force members

have also found that
of the banks branches ugcn

hold meetings with CBAs in
their branches whlch have nao
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legal standing.

One member of the task force
told The Daily Star that it
would be more important and
difficult to implement the re-
port of the task force, rather
than preparing it.

“This is because the r
may suggest some drastic mea-
sures to stop the draconijan ac-
tivities of the trade unions. Un-
less the government has r:lmufh

litical will to streamline t

anking sector, it would be Im-
possible to implement the rec-
ommendations.” lnid the
source.

Court rooms being
set up at HC

for new judges
By Staff Correspondent

Government has asked the
Law Commission (LC) and the
Judicial Administration Train-
ing Institute (JATI) to vacate the
Ercmjucu of the old High Court

uilding immediately for set-
tln up of court rooms for
es, according to sources in
the inistry of Works.

Work for setting up the court
rooms will begin as room as the

See Page 12 Col 6
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Changing
colour

of B-JP

NEW DELHI. Dec 20: India’'s

Hindu nationalists. within
striking distance of . said
today people of different faiths

had nothing to fear from them,
reports Reuter.

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), tipped to emerge as the
largest single group in elections
next spring, has been accused by
rivals of a deep-seated prejudice
against India's 120 million

uslims,

But in Bhubaneshwar, capi-
tal of the eastern state of Orissa
where BJP leaders gathered for
an election strategy session, the
party signalled it was keen to
dispel those suspicions.

"We pledge to build a society
free of fear and humftf .. where
the genuine social and eco-
nomic problems of the minor-
ity communities shall be taken
care of by a responsive and re-
sponsible state,” a political
resolution released by the par-
ty's elite national executive
said.

In the four-page document
around which the BJP will
build its campaign for the 1998

See Page 12 Col ]

JU buses
resume

plying
By JU Correspondent
5

city and the campus

yesterday foll dincuuinnn
among the university authori-
ties, police and leaders of
trm.}n ot workers.

ses sto lying
December 12 when ti:'nnu
workers . attacked one bus at

on

Aminbazar on the s day,
leaving at least 50 students in-
jured.

OC of the Savar thana Nabi
Hossain, told this correspon--
dent over telephone last night
leaders of trmnport workers
assured him that no untoward
incident would take place if JU
buses started plying to and from
the city Aminbazar.
President of Aminbazar
Truck Workers' Association
Jamil Ahmed, General Secre-
tary of Gabtali Bus Workers' As-

See Page 12 Col 3

e T S————

@The Daily Star

DHAKA SUNDAY, DECENIBER 21, 1997

SHABAN 20

e —— T R —

14 succumb to cold

1418 HIJRI

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE
OF DIFFERENT TYPES.

NIRMAN INTEFIHAIIONAL LTD
1989, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.

TEL : 606957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

12 PAGES : PRICE TAKA 6.00

P —— e ——

bites in two days

By Special Correspondent
At least 14 people died dueto shaws, buses and trucks. It
cold in different areas of the cleared later in the day, return-
country in the last two dg{yn ing at night to musk the city
The mercury streets.

with the cool airbcﬁ:rm::g m
tthnurth from ngda
our ed tt:rday
An unidentified person wa
found dead at Daudkandi and
three others — all elderly peo-
ple — succumbed to bites of
winter at Kazipur thana of Sira-
jganj and in the char areas of
aibandha, according to re-
ports received in the city.
Ten persons died in the
northern districts on Friday.
As the cold wind blew from
the north, a veil of mist kept the
horizon clouded most of the day
in the city yesterday.
The haze which hung over
the city in the morning and af-
ternoon turned with pollu-

tant smoke from auto-rick-

Many of the street people lit
fire from the rubbish to stave
off the cold but found sleeping
on the pavements

Meteorologists said the
night temperature would fall
further in the next couple of

The minimum temperature
of 10 degrees Celsius was

recorded yesterda at
Chuadanga. It averaged 11 to
13.2 de Celsius elsewhere

i?tythc country, including the
c

Director of the Met Office,
Sajedur Rahman, however, said
it cannot be described as a cold
wave,

"The north-eastern mon-

See Page 12 Col 7

Many BNP lawmakers disown

statement demanding polls

Contradiction and confusion
have surfaced the t
brass of main op tion B
over the press statement by
some of the
immediate election to parlia-
ment, UNB.

A statement was issued on

Friday in the name of 50 MPs of

BNP, strongly protesting the
CHT accord andp that

an immediate dmtlon has be-
come to overcome the
present situation.

When contacted, a number of
lawmakers shown as ato-
ries, their utter sur-
prise about the statement and
said they knew nothing about
it.

"T've just seen it this morn-
ing in the newspapers ... | can't
understand how my name a
peared as a s tory to the
statement,” d Chowdhury
“’ﬂ'.‘.‘."ﬁ‘ puuihlyvm- of the

many
signatories did not know about
this statement beforehand.

Amanullah Aman told the

m.mthmm

MPs seeking

he has just arrived in the capi-
tal from his constituency. "I
can't say an about it, but
there is a clear instruction from
the party that a member will
own any statement issued by
the . he said.

imilar ignorance about the

statement was I:?r
ol (retd) Oli

other MPs —
Ahmed and Maj (retd)
Akhtaruzzaman — who, how-
ever, were not signatories to it.

Standing Committee mem-
ber Col (retd) Oli Ahmed told the
news agency over phone from
Chittagong that he has been
demanding for a mid-term elec-
tions for last six months. but "I
don't know about the Friday's
press statement.”

Maj (retd) Akhtaruzzaman
said, "We don't know an
about it. Probably. it was the
same group which has intruded
into the party from different

and are now trying to
split the BNP.”

Sources said the issue of new
election was not even raised at
m BNP ntmmmmu
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10 km-long queue of

vehicles at Aricha

SAVAR. Dec 20: The traffic
congestion at Aricha,
Nat la and Daulatdia ferry
ghau deteriorated further to-

ay following disruption of
ferry services caused thick

hgdul.rrirx"lglhclnt two days, re-

The congestion has been
revail in the three ghats
or the last several days as
movement of ferries slowed
down due to drastic fall of water
level in the Padma and Jamuna.

BIWTC sources sald some
2,000 vehicles remained
stranded at the three ghats and
a 10 kilometre-long queue of

vehicles has been formed on the

3 children

rescued from

traffickers

From Our Correspondent

CHAPAINAWABGONJ, Dec
20: Three children repuﬂcdrliy
sent back from India have fi-

nally landed at the Nawabgo
jail cus . Where abouts
their guar s are yet to be
traced out.

Kulsum (8), Kohinoor (6) and
Munni (35 are sisters and their
parents dre Rafiqul Islam and

See Page 12 Col 7

Dhaka-Aricha hl@ﬂ;{ctoda}r

About 2000 vehi
waiting inside the terminals
having BIWTC serial and the
rest are outside the terminals.

The sources said ser-
vice remained inoperative for a
total of about 12 hours on
Thursda a.nd Friday due to
poor visi for thick fog.

Meanwhi e, the transporta-,
tion of s from the country's
northern and southern region
has virtually come to a halt,
causing the prices of rice and
other essentials to go up.

Traders said the unusual de-
lay at the also raised the
truck fare from nearly Tk 2.500
to Tk 14.000 to 16,000 for
tr goods from north;
ern districts.

Our Pabna Correspondent
adds: About 1200 vehicles In a
five-kilometre-long queue have
been utuck at the Natakhola

fl!ﬂ'B

irect mad communications
between the northern and east-
ernn parts of the country are
completely dependent on
Natakhola and Aricha ferry
services.,

The other road link between
the two ndur tllllc country via
Sirajgan] and Bhuapur g
Was sna about two months

due to sharp fall in water
level of Jamuna.

meeting held at 29 Minto Road
on Thursday with party Chair-
person Begum Khaleda Zia in
the chair.

A top leader of BNP, who
asked not to be named, said,
"the party has not yet contem-

plated over the question of new
elccﬁnn to the parliament .
possibly, these enthusiastic
people. who issued the state-
ment, want to become leaders.”

When contacted, Advocate
Mahabubur Rahman. who is-
sued the statement, hesitated tu
comment, but said, "T will
you a reply tomorrow (Monda ]

I am one of the signatnries
and I own it fully.

He said, "1 djdnt say about a
fresh poll, rather I've said man-
date is n and answer to
this vital issue is an immediate
election. 1 did not say anything
new, | have just complied with
what the BNP leadership has

See Page 12 Col 8

The Baily Star is

announce a conference of

leased to

young professionals and
entrepreneurs (between 25-35

years of age) at 3:30 pm on
Sunday, 28 December, 1997, at
the British Council

Auditorium, 5 Fuller Road,
Nilkhet, Dhaka.

The conference will
rovide an opportunity for
he young to express their
vim about the future, their

respective professions and
the prublt.mu faced by you

professionals an
entrepreneurs. I
Those interested to

participate in this conference
are requested to please
contact Mr. Rafi Hossain at
The Daily Star office, for
further details. Tel Nos:
200092-4 & 863036), between

5-7 pm.

One killed, 20
hurt in polls

violence

By Staff Correspondent

One person was killed and 20
others were injured in the elec-
tion violence in Comilla and
polling were cancelled in six
centres across the country on
the 13th day of the ongoing
Union Parishad election yes-
terday.

The person was killed and 20
others were injured in clashes
during the elections in Daud-
kandi thana of Comilla dis-
trict, according to UNB.

The clash occurred between

See Page 12 Col 3¢

BGMEA seeks PM’s
intervention in

resolving crisis
at Ctg port

Bangladesh Garment Manu-
facturers and rters Associ-
ation has sought prime Minis-
ter's personal intervention in
resolving the crisis at the Chit-
tagong port. reports UNB.

President of BGMEA
Mostafa Golam Quddus in a
statement yesterday requested
all concerned to take neces
steps so that any further stan

See Page 12 Col 2
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