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South Koreans show mixed reaction

Kim Dae-Jung new ROK president

SEOUL. Dec 19: South Kore-
a's independent
Hankyore

Leader Kim Dae-Jung had won
the presidential election,

ports AFP.

Meanwhile. South Korea's

president elect Kim Dae-Jun
today proposed that Seoul nng

Pyongyang resume political,
talks

based on a 1992 inter-Korean

economic and military

basic
"I will
South dialogu
maiden press conference as
sident elect at the parlia-
ment building in Seoul.

ment.
pursue direct North-

Kim said he proposed the two

rival Koreas resume face-to-
face talks based on the 1992
agreement.

"If necessary

-11." he added.
th and North Korea ear-

newspaper
and two television
channels today said o?lpodunn

re-

e." Kim said at his

1 will meet with
the Communist Party head Kim

-------
i gy f

said Yoon Kun-young, an eco-

nomics professor at Yonsei
University.
"Yoon's optimism was

shared by many South Koreans
who fear they'll suffer from the
terms of a record 57 billion dirs
bailout of their economy by the
International Monetary Fund
earlier this month.

Others were more cautious.

"l thought that Kim was the

t choice for us now, but [ am
a little worried that his election
was received negatively at the
world markets," said Shin

Yong-ho, a college student.

Kim came under fire during
the campaign for demandjnﬁqa
renegotiation of some IMF
conditions that could cost jobs.
He retracted the demand after
the nation's stock and currency
markets plummeted.

News of Kim's election and
continued concern about other

International

Tehran for opening
dialogue with
American people

TEHRAN, Dec 19: Continu-
ing Iran's recent soft line to-
ward the United States, Iran's
foreign minister said Thursday
that his government wants to
open a dialogue with the Amer-
ican people to promote under-
standing between the two na-
tions, reports AP.

Minister {{amzlf Kharrazi
was ap ntly reinforcing the
line taE::;e hy}r Prcsidenthnu
hammad Khatami, who on
Sunday called for a dialo%uc in
the near future with the “great

American people.” It was' the .

strongest signal of a rap-
prochement after nearly two
decades of mutual hostility.
Kharrazi said in a round
table discussion on state-run

selves, which would be a vic-
tory and an advantage for us,”
sajd Kharrazi. He suggested that
Khatami, a moderate cleric,
would speak to the American

ple in a television address.

ut he did not say when that
would be.

Khatami's comments were
the first positive remarks
about the United States from
an Iranian leader since the
1979 Islamic revolution, which
overthrew the Washington-
backed shah. The United States
severed ties with Iran after mil-
itants loyal to the revolution-
ary government stormed the US
Embassy in Tehran and took
52 Americans hostage for 444
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Off the Record
~ Clowns good for child

cancer patients?

LONDON: Clowns who play tricks on doctors and dance down
hospital corridors can help sick children to come to terms with

cancer, The
Reuter.

Dr Daniel Oppenheim of Institute Gustave Rou

said role-pla

Lancet, a medical journal, reported Friday, says

ssy in France

ng games and magic tricks by clowns helped

children to feel at home in the intimidating ‘atmosphere of a

hun_q_l;nl.
“They are trained to assess the medical history, social situa-

tion and emotional needs of each patient,"
the clowns who have been working in nine

since 1991.
"Cleaners mi
children, dr
Samba behind,
"Pla
image a stiff re
Lancet said.

Using props such as whistles made from
phones made from stethoscopes, clowns can

ght find a Conga
ng their intravenous trolleys and dancing
nheim and coll

roles he {:s children to break away from a rigid self-
ationship with the healthcare team,” The

penheim said of
ench hospitals

line of clowns and red-nosed
the
e wrote in The Lancet.

es and tele-
ce, squirt wa-

ter, play music, tell stories and play tricks on doctors, it said.

ey can also build u
can be present at medic

to the operating theatre.

a relationships with each child and
examinations and accompany them
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Johmuri Islami., the mouth-

living in the United States as
piece of the hard-liners, said

- Many Koreans view Kim's Iran's ambassador to the United

election as a boost for South

man
ing re%wﬂl:lﬂty is Kim Dae-
i:-ﬂr "nﬂmlt it

Rakkiat told re(smrtcrs about 50,000 people suffer from
chosen as president

epilepsy in Thailand. Epileptics are the people most vulnerable
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' Hamas offers Israel peace in

with strobe-light flashing of a character's eyes.

Security forces gun down
five LTTE men

'~ Bodo rebels
shoot dead
4 1n Assam

exchange tor WB, Gaza

. . . . GUWAHATI, India, Dec 19: " COLOMBO, Dec 19: Securi highway before the country
e i nar SRl | forncits Bniie it € orce s dead v Toml] - ik Sy o mdependenc
Ha?u t:'cpatate g uﬁng byttt batie i i b tional Democratic Front of TEL AVIV, Dec 19: The spiri- the occupation weighs heavy on  shared capital at the heart of a | Tiger guerillas during a search  on February 4.

rltjnl:fl Fridav. AP g o pil:w Delhi ag Bodoland (NDFB) shot dead four | tyal leader of the Hamas mili- my heart, where is peace?” European-style unym of Israel | operation in northern Sri _  Official figures show about
repo ay, AP says from ; ple and wounded two in In- | tant group Thursday offered Is- Israeli reaction to the state- and the Arab states! Lanka, the Defence Ministry 1,000 soldiers have been killed

The

explosion took place Thursday night in Songyu

ang vil-

lage, 75 kilometres (44 miles) from the state capital Imphal, the
United News of India said. The village was inhabited mem-

bers of the Kuki tribe, one of sever
n. Few details were available and police

conflict in the
were investigating the blast.

tribes involved in ethnic

Denque claims 466 Indonesians in '97:

Dengue lever killed 466
said yesterday, AFP
"Almost 70 per cent of

school children and the fever has s
Director General of the Ministry of
according to the Antara News

represented 2.1 per cent of the 2

year.

in Indonesia this year, a report
reports from Jakarta.
e fever patients were elemen

to all 27 provinces.”
ealth Hadi Abednego said
eggz. The number of deaths
; people infected over the

Castro meets Catholic leaders:

Just days after emphasising
II's upcomi

Castro sch

Church hier . AP re

Foreign Ministry spo

the meeting would occur Thursday

the im
visit tb this communist nation, President Fidel

pertance of John Paul

uled a'vare meeting with Cuba’'s Roman Catholic -
rts from Havana.
sman Alejandro Gonzalez confirmed

t, but declined to provide

details. A similar recent meeting with Protestant leaders was
closed to the press and ended long after midnight.

SA

South

ca apo
being

%)olo%ses to Chinese workers:

sed to 40 Chinese nuclear technicians for
"inconvenienced” by a recent police and immigration

raid, AP says from Johannesburg.

Police and immigration offices raided the Atomic Energy
Corp's premises at the Pelindaba nuclear complex near Pretoria
last week and found the Chinese workers, who had been dis-
mantling a crucial part of South Africa’s nuclear-fuel produc-
tion capacity to ship back to China.

Fire
that starte

ts 20 homes in Vietnam: A biaz

d as a small cookin
neighbourhood and destroyed 20

fire spread to an entire
omes on Ho Chi Minh City’'s

south side, authorities said Friday. AP reports from Ho Chi

Minh City.

It took more than 100 firefighters hours to bring the blaze

under control early Thursday morning, a
said. Eighteen fire trucks were called in to
The state-controlled Labour newspaper said the fire
stove In a kitchen and quickly spread through the

as-burning

lice spokesman
elp fight the fire.
began on a

uilding and into neighbouring houses.

Ruling

violence. But while re
victory rally, gunshots
AP reports from Kingston.

party wins Jamaican polls:
Jamaica's prime minister celebrated his
third straight election win with a pledge to end
e music r
lled the air elsewhere in the capital,

party’'s unprécedented
political
out at P J Patterson's

Despite the fatal stabbing of a poll worker, five election-re-

lated shoo reported in

on and numerous accusations

of fraud, Thursday's elections were Jamaica's most peaceful in

decades.

UK scientist dead: : v sones. a scientist

who devised countermeasures to German bombers and radar in

World War [1, has died at
Jones died Wednesday

through most of the war.

fﬂ]ljc:ng

Friday, AP re
The Anti-

orruption

Evening News said.

Cambodian polls
rescheduled

PHNOM PENH, Dec 19: After
weeks of frenzied discussion
and back-room dealing, Cam-
bodia's parliament today
to delay next year's much-antic-
ipated national election for two
months, setting the polling daje
for July 26, reports AFP.

The assembly voted 73 to 13
for the new date after the pro-
posal from Co-Interior Minis-
ter Sar Kheng. who is oversee-
ing election preparations. call-
ing the original May 23 date un-
feasible for technical reasons.

"July 26 is the right date for
the election.,” he said, notin
that it would allow time for

preparations. including voter
registration. to be completed
and not run foul of the current
parliament's five-year man-
date.

MPs agreed today that their
mandate ends on September 24
— the fiv:-rcar anniversary of
the promulgation of the new
constitution

age B6. AP reports from London.

in Aberdeen, his family said. A death
announcement in The Times said he died "suddenly” at Wood-
land Hospital in Aberdeen but did not disclose the cause. He was
assistant director of intelligence (science) at the air ministry

Beli]mql opens anti-corruption office:
city has set up an office to bust bri

wing a giant corruption scandal that brought down the
Chinese capital's former mayor, an official newspaper said
rts from Beijing.

Bribery Bureau
by Beijing's Communist Party chief, Jia
followed by anti-corruption offices set up citywide, the Beijing

and corruption,

opened Thursday
Sicng]in. will be

JAKARTA, Dec 19: Planet
Earth was battered by floods,
t and fire in 1997, a year
which ended with the world's
major polluters squabbling
over ways to prevent further
environmental disaster, re-
ports Reuters.

The 160 nations attending a
UN conference on global warm-
ing. billed as one of the most vi-

ever held, finally reached a
consensus on cutting green-
house gas emissions through
the next decade. |

The climate was dominated
in the later part of the year by
El Nino, an u awclﬁng of
warmer water off the South
American coast which affects
global weather patterns.

"I think for sure the most
dramatic thing has been the E]
Nino phenomenon that has
been experienced throughout
the tropics.” said Jeffrey Sayer,
Director-General of the Inter-
national Centre for Forestry
Research (CIFOR). at Bogor near
Jakarta.

dia's north eastern state of As-
sam, police officials said today,
Reuter.

Police said the guerillas at-
tacked the non-tribal north In-
dian labourers late on Thurs-
E:llag'ein B ta district, 170 km

miles] west of Guwhati, the
state capital.

The attackers had de-
manded money from the
labourers before opening fire.
police said.

Border guards
trade gunfire on
Kashmir frontier

JAMMU, India, Dec 19: In-

dian and Pakistani border
ards fought pitched gunbat-
tles on their disputed Kashmir

frontier but there have been no

casualties, officials said today,
reports AFP.

The firing between the
paramilitary Pakistan Rangers
and the Border Security Force
(BSF) of India began overnight
Thursday and raged through the
night, BSF officials sald in this
winter capital of Kashmir.

"Intermittent firing is goin
on even now.” a BSF officia
told AFP. "But there have been
no casualties.”

Cloning of Dolly
chosen best

sclence event
of 1997

WASHINGTON, Dec 19:
Dolly, a cloned sheep that set
off an international debate on
the promise and perils of ge-
netic manipulation, was se-
lected by editors of a leading

journal as this year's most sig-

nificant accomplishment in
science, reporis AP,

Dolly's cloning from the cell
of an adwdt sheep "electrified
both the research communit
and the general public,” said Edy
itors of Science, a prominent
publication that features gen
eral scientific research

Although animals had been
cloned belore, creating a sheep
from a single cell of a 6-year-
old ewe was a st techno-
logical feat that many had
thought impossible.” the jour-
nal said.

Researchers at the Roslin
Institute in Scotland an-
nounced the cloning last Febru-
ary . when the s was severn
months old The famed animal
continues to thrive, said Dr. [an
Wilmut, leader of the Roslin re-
search team,

rael peace in exchange for the
fpﬂﬁt Bank and Gaza. reports

Sheikh Ahmed Yassin told
Channel 2 TV that the areas,
which Israel seized in the 1967
war, "are occupied territories.
The whole world says they are
occupied territories. [ say re-
move the occupation and its
remnants from our lands and
let's make peace.”

The Islamic fundamentalist

up has sed pea
Eri(;hplsrac?pfl?d h: m
Israel-PLO talks that began in
1993 with bombings that killed
some 200 Israelis and con-
tributed to the election of Is-
rael’'s hardline Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu. R

assin has in the past occa-
sionally condemned the terror-
ist attacks — but this was his
clearest peace offer to date. It
suggested he may be falling in
line with Yasser Arafat's policy
of striving for a territorial ac-
commodation with Israel.
“When the occupation will
end, and the ple will return
to their homeland there will be
peace,” he said. "But as long as. ..

ment was not immediately

available.
Yassin nt eight years in
Israeli prison for ordering the

killing of Palestinian collabo-
rators with Israel. He was re-
leased in September in a swap
for two Mossad agents captured
in a botched assassination at-
tempt of a Hamas leader in Jor-
dan.

The plegic cleric said
that if Israel wanted peace it

would ncceﬂl his offer. "But you
don't want it.” he said.
The previous Israeli gov-

ernment appeared willing to al-
low a Palestinian state in most
of the West Bank and Gaza.

N
stance and his Cabinet is debat-
ing alternative peace offers —
but the most generous would
still retain half the West Bank
for Israel. He also still op S
Palestinian statehood and any
compromise over Jerusalem.

eanwhile in a departure
from the current atmosphere of
acrimony, a top Palestinian of-
ficial said Thursday that he
envisions Jerusalemm as a

‘said in a s

\hu has softened_ his. -

"Without building a unified
Middle East or a union here in
the Middle East, we will not be
able to enter the next century in
a decent way,” Faisal Husseini

ch to the Jewish
Media Conference.

Husseini's statement was a
rare endorsement by a Pales-
tinian leader of an integrated
Middle East where Israel is not
reluctantly accepted, but also
embraced.

At the same time, his vision
of a union of states on equal
footing addressed fears by some
Arabs that in a future, ceful
Middle East, Israel might dom-
inate the region economically.

Husseini's . concept paral-

leled the vision outlined by
former Israeli prime minister
Shimon Peres in his book 1993
"The New Middle East" _ which
was criticized by many as
utopian and unrealistic.

ince the conservative Ben-
jamin Netanyahu was elected
prime minister in May 1996,
the idealism has been replaced
by more strident and national-
ist tones on both sides.

said today, reports AFP. s

Troops confronted members
of the separatist Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
hiding in an underground
bunker in the Jaffna Peninsula
on Thursday, the ministry said,
adding that two soldiers were
wounded.

The ministry reported an
identical incident in the same
area five days ago when it
claimed killing five more
rebels.

There was no immediate
word from the LTTE about the
Defence Ministry claims.

The ministry sald security
forces were also keeping up
"small group operations” in the
north . where the military is
conducti s :
capture a key highway from the
Tiger guerillas.

Two weeks ago the Tigers

mounted a fierce counter-attack

that left hundreds dead on both
sides, however, since then,
there have been no major con-
frontations. '

The government has said it
hopes to complete operation
"sure victory” and open the

a major offensive to

and another 3,000 wounded in
the fighting since May 13. the
Defence Ministry has said more
than two-thirds of the 76 kilo-
metre (45 mile] highway have
been captured so far.

Russia to build
N-power station
in India

NEW DELHI, Dec 19: Russian
President Bm];is e:!’:ltsin will
sign a long-delayed agreement
tngtlznluﬂd a Euclcar station
in southern India when he vis-
its, the country next month,
Indian and Russian officials
saild on Thursday, reports
Reuter.

Indian Finance Minister P
Chidambaram told reporters
that the project had been dis-
cussed on the sidelines of a two-
day meeting of the Indo-Russian
joing commission.

"As co-chairman they
(officials) have reported to us
that they have resolved all the
issues,” Chidambaram said. '

Bresident Clinton, with the help of First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, reads "Twas the Night

=

Before Christmas” to Washington-area children, Thursday, in the East Room of the White House.

Jelan Irby, a second-grader from Washington's Brightwood Elementary School, n
Iraheta, a second-grader at Washington's Bankcroft Elementary School look on. -

t, and Jose

photo

France affirms support for
UN war crimes tribunal

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 19:
France's UN ambassador told

the Security Council on Thurs-
day that his government was
“d:eplg' shocked” by claims that
French troops were not cooper-
ating with a UN court to arrest
alleged war criminals in
Bosnia-Herzegovina, reports
AP.

"France was deeply shocked
by recent statements in the
press questioning the conduct
of states participating in the
(NATO-led) mission,” Ambas-
sador Alain Dejammet said
during a debate on the situation
in Bosnia.

"French officers follow those
directives set []uintly by the al-
lies and strictly apply the rules
of engagement laid down by
NATO on the apprehension of
indicted war criminals sought
by the tribunal” Dejammet said.

Dejammet's remarks were
part of a war of words which
erupted this month between the
War Crimes Tribunal in The
Hague, Netherlands. and the
French government.

Early this month, French
Defense Minister Alain Richard
called the tribunal a "stage
show justice” and indicated
would not permit French mili-
tary officers to testify before the
court.

Following Richard's com-
ments, the Canadian chief
rosecutor, Louise Arbour, said
rench forces serving in the
former Yugoslavia have refused
to testify or arrest suspected
war criminals.

She told the French daily Le
Monde that in light of coopera-
tion by British, American,
German and Canadian troops,”
the French failing, seen at every
level, is rather remarkable.”

The vast majority of the

ty... are in the French sector

of the Bosnian territory pa-
trolled by French, US and
British peacekeeping forces,
Arbour said. "There are oppor-
tunities for considerable action
in the French sector. But we face
total inertia.”

She accused the French De-
fence Ministry of "to con-
trol the tribunal's access to the
truth.”

Ip/ﬁis speech, Dejammet
noted the contribution France
had made to the UN peacekeep-
ing force in the former Yu-

via. He said 17 French sol-
iers had lost their lives and
700 were wounded.

Dejammet said the primary
responsibility for handing over
indicted war criminals rests
"with the (Yugoslav) parties
themselves.”

El Nino ph-enomenon

El Nino. called by Peruvian
fisherman after the Christ
Child because of its appearance
around Christmas, is being
blamed for widespread floods
and drought in the tropics, and
has affected other areas as well.

A major manifestation of
the phenormenon was drought-
aggravated bush fires in In-
donesia that spread a choking
Emn% across large areas of
southeast Asia before badly-
delayed monsoon rains started
to fall in late November.

Floods swept arid Somalia
in East Africa, while the rain
forests of Indonesia's [ranian
Jaya dried out and hundreds of
tribespeople died from starva-
tion and disease.

from El Nino, eastern
and central Eumre suffered the
worst floods in living memo
in early July, with over |
people killed in Poland and the
Czech Republic, and many
thousands of families displaced
through the region and eastern

Germany.

Meanwhile, in the ancient
Japanese capital of Kyoto, a UN
gathering of 159 countries fi-
nally agreed on cutting green-
house gas emissions after 11
days of frantic negotiations
which in the later stages pitted
the world's two biggest pol-
luters, the United States and
China, in acrimonious debate.

"Perhaps this day will be in
the future remembered as the
day of the atmosphere,” confer-

ence chairman Raul Estrada
told the conference after a
treaty text was passed by con-
sensus on December 11

The conference eed that
developed nations should cut
emission of carbon dioxide and
other greenhouse gasses blamed
for global warning.

The United States accepted a
seven per cent cut from 1990
levels by 2008-2112, the Euro-
pean Union eight per cent and
Japan six per cent.

The conference accepted sci-

entific evidence that heating of
the earth’'s surface by gases
trapped in the atmosphere
causes more and fiercer storms,
expanding deserts. melting po-
lar ice and raising sea levels
which threaten to submerge
low-lying islands — and some
island states, such as the Mal-
dives in the Indian Ocean.

The United States wants de-
veloping countries brought un-
der the emission control um-
brella and the treaty still faces

a r hurdle in its pauaqc in
Washington thrnuﬁh a gﬂ en-
tially hostile epublican

Co :
S Vice President Al Gore

called the Kyoto agreement, "a
vital turning point”, but echoed
the EU's Environment Minister
Ritt Bjerregaard that more still

to be done.
“This is not enough for
the future ... we would like the

arties to be more ambitious,”
jerregaard said.

Indonesia's Environment

Minister Sarwono Kusumaat-

madja, in an interview with
Reuters, said it was up to the de-
velo countries to provide the
leadership to guarantee earth's
future,

The Kyoto conference would
at least provide a greater
awareness of environmental
problems, particularly as it
took place in an El Nino year.

“But there is always a time
lag between awareness and ac-
:;iun. nn:e I think that ﬁehe “ljigm

The K m conference also
pitted big businéss against
campaigners for the environ-
ment — although major insur-
ance organisations did offer

support to the 'greens’.

CIFOR's Sayer told Reuters
that a major development in

the last two or three years was
the emergence of major mult-

national corporations in the
global timber industry.

“This is not necessarily a
bad thing because those compa-

nies also have the resources to

blamed for tropical floods, drought in 1997

practise sustainable forestry if
they are motivated to do so.

But there is quite a bit of
concern that tend to go to
countries where the lations
are least strict, where the prof-
its can be made easily and
where governments are the
most susceptible to pressure to
allow them to loit forests in
an abusive way."” he said.

* Environmental experts

that perhaps the issue
: the future is water i :
te various other -
lems afflicting the environ-
ment, "it is still water which is
the main problem", said JW
Taco Bottema, a programme
leader with the Economic and
Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific (ESCAP).

All the mega cities of Asia
are in the process of giving
households access to piped wa-
ter su like one has in Eu-
rope and In the main cities In
the temperate zones." he said.

Eight states

ratify CTBT
so far

VIENNA. Dec 19: t states
have so far ratified the Com-
rehensive Test Ban Treaty
CTBT) outlawing nuclear
blasts, and 149 have singed it,
the CTBT preparatory com-
mission said here Thursday.,

re AFP. : :

The treaty was a ted by
UN Genera Assembly In
Scptemhe:él;; u;l and has
been sign e five powers
that have officially admitted
having nuclear weaponry —
Britain, France, China, Russia
and the United States.

But 44 states nu-
clear installations must ratify
the pact before kit becomes

binding.
’111ch which have ratified it

so far are the Czech Repubilic,
pan, Micronesia, Mon-

Fiji. Ja
rglll. Peru, Qatar and Uzbek-
stan.



