—s MARBLE MARBLE MARBLE

Loan / Instaiment WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF |
facilities . | ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN, "
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE P s N8
QF DIFFERENT TYPES. sl #

4

TNE NAME MOST mysrep PROPERTY HEIGHTS
= 12 R MISSION ROAD, DHANA
T PROPERTY raxssoaessssrs rone -

NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
198, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.

ATD 9663117,9663120,96604123 TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

VOL. VII NO. 325 REGO. DA 781 POUSH 6 1404 BS. 12 PAGES : PRICE TAKA 6.00

L r— m— m—————

BNP MPs may
submit memo

Crime syndicates traffic women, children

to President By Morshed Ali Khan, back from Benapole and Jessore
t{)morrow Organised networks of crime  said, "For instance, the moment way,"” he said. saild a senior police official. mobile duty in the Benapole outposts — each manned b
Bv S C d syndicates dominate traffick- a Cox's Bazar syndicate member At the border, the 'parties' addin% that the culprits often border ar:a}.r said that thelﬁat thrtl:; personnel — have been s,uP}tr
y Staff Correspondent ing of women and children sees off two women and two are kept in particular houses went free as the victims with- three months a special BDR up '
Members of Parliament be- | from the country and Jessore is  children, he informs the Jes- for pre-arranged fees and then held their complaints. strike force had managed to re- They said although kilome-
lonﬁlnﬁl:lﬂ the major opposition | believed to be one of the main sore syndicate chief who im- they walk across the paddy "Here, the victims are duce the trafficking. ters of border area remained
BN to hand over a memo- | centres for the trade. mediately alerts his agents in flelds at a convenient time. charged under Section 11C of - “But the syndicates are so unguarded, the traffickers al-
randum to President Sha- According to local people Dhaka, pole and Bongaon Police and BDR sources in  the Passport Act and go free the  well-informed that once we ways prcfr:‘r to cross into an
g:hudngi‘n Ahmeald tu?m;_'r:::. g [ﬁﬂﬁ' and B ad::;h k.-s in \]'u":na Ecr}:gal:h —— - ——e = s t;}ghtcn Benapole, they divert area which has transport and
ma annulment o e sources, networ n aka, the agents help their parties to another exit,”
CHT ; stretch upto villages, towns and the 'party’ change bus and the J essore main traD.SIt pOlIlt said ﬂﬂ: Naik Subedar. s fvuthu?ﬂgtlggviaigﬁﬁ?is?lgf:ll
to a BNP re- | cities, both in Bangladesh and Wwomen are to wear a par- "They use any one of the contacts with villagers.
lease, the party lawmakers will | in India. ticular band or tabiz (talisman) Jessore said these of par- next day because it is a minor Goga, Bhomra, Kalaroa, Jhau- The SP of Jessore, Ali Imam
wear black badges and carry "The members of the syndi- on their arms for easy identifi- ties arrive from different parts bailable offence to travel cross- danga, Darsana and Jeeban Na- Chowdhury, told The Daily Star
black flags while going to the | cates are everywhere in the cation at the destination. "The of the country. "When we chal-  border without passport. gar points when the other is that at a meeting with senior
Bangabhaban in a procession. | country.” said a Benapole busi- accompanying children are lenge them, the women often Law prescribes nominal fine closed for safe passage,” he said. Indian police officials last
The procession will start from | nessman requesting usually given a dose of sedative  say that they are the mothers of and imprisonment for this,” he BDR officials said Jessore month, gﬁ had pinpointed a
Minto Road official residence of | anonymity. He explained how ?.rith their food apd they sleep the children and that they are said. area has a total of 140 kilome- place under Jayantapur police
See Page 12 Col 8 the syndicates operated and in their mothers’ laps all the  willingly crossing the border," A BDR Naik Subedar, on tres of border for which some 20 See Page 12 Col 3

Road barricade . '
nKhagrachhari | Sy fy oy oy 1 1 back
ket | Shayif's man bac

From Staff Correspondent

» B
srecsuy | 1N election rac
Parbatya Sarbadalia Oikkya
Parishad (PSOP) postponed its

road barricade programme
from 4 pm today in Khagrach- LAHORE, Dec 19: A judge to-  bitter power struggle between tional crisis beyond redemp-
hari hill district, sources said. day allowed the ruling party's the government and judiciary tion and will bode ill for the B A o

The postponement came af- | candidate back in the presiden-  which led to the resignation of federation (of Pakistan)." _

ter a between the PSOP | tja] election race. suspending President Farooq Leghari this Tarar had seemed certain to
leaders and the Deputy Com- | hjs rcllcctinn on Thursday by month. replace Leghari. Tarar's lawyer
missioner of Khagrachhari | the Election Commission. re- The Pakistan People's Party  said the Constitution stipulated
earlier in the day, a stra- | ports Reuter. of opposition leader Benazir that presidential hopefuls had
tion sources said. Justice Malik Mohammad  Bhutto said in a statement it to be at least 45 years old and a

The PSOP started miking | Qayyum of the Punjab feared Sharif's government Muslim member of parliament, _
this afternoon at Kh chhari province's Lahore High Court would remove Junejo from his and his client qualified on all - :

about postponement of the bar- | referred the case to his Chief office and that such a move counts.

ricade programme. Movement | justice after an appeal by can-  would "deepen the constitu- The PML has a huge mal)ur-
of WhﬂiﬂlF:ﬂfEB;lmfdet Kha- didate Mohammad Rafiq Tarar, }ty Lr:j i!hl: e};‘:ctﬂr htﬂl ;.;E: Z " i ._
grachhan alter 4 pm (oday. who is a Senate (upper house) " ormed from the two-chamber 7 E T 4 3 -
In Rangamati and Bandar- | member of anp:pchdinialer COUI'[ bﬂf S Benazm national parliament and four o o Moy, TR
ban, the barricade programme Nawaz Sharif's Pakistan Mus- Zardan frﬂm . provincia assemblies which 2
n; atlr:ady rﬂnth for today | lim League (PML) : mlchlu:t the ncxé %rtsidmt.
an OMOoOrTow, € Ssources Acting Chief Election Com- : 2 arar's candidature was -
added. ' missioner, Justice Mukhtar 01361' ﬂtlng SWISS t:ha'ljl;jngtcd tﬂ luppusitiun
Ahmad Junejo, a judge of the candidate an awyers on ||p
BISTEC to it o Rl i il bank accounts fhie bunty of ewspaper feporia . 4 |
jEEtEd Tarar's nomination for LAHORE. Dec 19: A Pak- that qunted him criticisin RO ek s e e 1 SHTE e g SRR S
be d the December 31 election after jistani court today barred for- judges during the constitution g e SRRl e s S
rename an upp-nsitlun challtngt on the mer primt minister Benazir crisis over Leghm , s : ; R e
BMSTEC gfﬂukl;dgc}hat he tllllac} n&ial::t re- Bhutto atpd her husbandhani ﬂEJU"iEJD ﬂﬂidUT;fﬂfﬁ g‘ﬂtﬂ' TR
mar aming the judiciary. mother from operatin an W In an Uurdu-ianguage SRR ST e
Bv Staff C d Justice Qayyum set Decem-  accounts in Snﬂlgzerlm , court  weekly. Takbeer, "leads one to Sl _
y ota orrespondent ber 23 for the next htam-* and sources said. rts Reuter. an irresistible conclusion that B o R T e i e
The BISTEC — the regional g:l:ild that meanwhile Tarar Lahore Hg Court Judge the :élthnt;c fnf thf]:] inlgrvit'w s bRl L s T
uping comprising four lit- | "shall be allowed to participate Ehsanul Hag Chaudhury passed Wwanted to defame the judiciary : : TR S T 5
aJF::ungnmt:apnl} SuEth Asia — | in the election provisionally the order. cﬁnﬂnninga?lgaﬂier of Pakistan and to bring it into Carl Hn'uper (R) of the ?Jest Indies looks t_le,]ectﬁed after being adjudged leg before to
; ﬁuh. India, Sri Lanka | subject to ﬁi:rnhcrurdm.} interim order after a petition ridy.;l.:ll:.m Ra—— 'I;Ehnzland s Matthew Fleming (not shown) while wicketkeeper Alec Stewart acknowledges
an ailand — will be re- ¢ controversy over Tarar's from a special department set a e can e verdict during yesterday's four-nation Champions' Trophy cricket final in Sharjah.
... named at & Banghok R D D e N S e wBgebageacals, . SV 13CAS gl tile with a three-wicket win. (Story on Page 11) — AP/UNB photo
fairs this week. ; —— g i by Sty : ~ ’ " - S
As the four fo g nations - : ' . !
| i — . po L] " > - " ]
Tt US expert tells The Daily Star | SiRGASCat S L 25000 Bangladeshis to
member at a conference of se- ﬁl r :
nir ofcias now v progress | QYDA 3 'blotch’ T 68 pc aganst o . o
in Bangkok BISTEC Wil be v 1S & 'Dlo OI) | Brpaxcossmn : et jobs in Saipan
named BIMSTEC, diplomatic It felt like the coolest, so far leas"lg out
sources said. 1 o & this season. City dwellers got Bv Reaz Ahmad
The grouping S new name t e ConStltutlon the bite last night as tempera- & y
il nows stanc fo CBanglaeah, e e eraduaily throughout | UL OUL DIOCKRS | some 25,000 Bangiadesnis  port manpower ranging ve
Thailand for Economic Co-op- By Staff Correspondent Mr?&ury went down as By Staff Correspondent ﬁl-;:te ﬂaridi:]uﬁllfr‘l.ﬂpjsd]l; n;:t ;';:r:n stéjﬂngai'?nm early 1998,
eration — (BIMSTEC). | clouds disappeared and cool Sixty-eight per cent people of | veloping tourism industry in  Officials hoped that at least
See Page 12 Col 8 A leading US constitutional  in an exclusive interview dur- | breeze came irom the western | Dhaka city think that the gov- | Saipan, capital of the gnm- 25,000 adeshis would find
. expert is of the view that the Ing his recent visit to Dhaka. | direction, the Dhaka Met Office | ernment should not open the | monwealth of Northern Marian jobs in CNMI. a US trustee terri-
Over 3000 vehicles | Special Powers Act is a “blotch  Eskridge has several publica- | said whole of Bangladesh to foreign | Islands (CNMI) in the Pacific  tory, over the next three years.
and a legal incongruity” in the tions to his credit on compara- The lowest temperature | companies for oil and gas ex- rim.
Stj"anded at context of Bangladesh's gener- tive constitutional laws and rcrurdréd i the capitffduﬂng ploration now. Bangladesh and CNMI have The formalities now left for
| ally good constitutional provi- related issues. the day was 13.5 degree Celsius This was revealed in an | agreed on a draft MOU signing of an MOU are, ap-
3 ferry ghats sions. Prof Eskridge however said | 3¢ (0¥ 08 0 (o8 he pre. | opinion poll conducted by the | (memorandum of understand-  provais from the Bangladesh
SAVAR. Det 19 M th "The Special Powers Act that during his discussions vious dav's. it said. The Met Of- | Centre for Sustainable Devel- | ing) for manpower export to me Minister, the CNMI Gov-
. véhlcl:a : r:;amﬂ (SPA) is broadly drafted to give Wwith a cross section of pcoPle. A 5 howmr did not opment (CFSD). that country, official sources ernor and authorisation from
stranded at Aricha, Nagarbari | Immense powers to the gov- 0omc felt he SEA was an M- | reflect the cold at night ool on INE cn-gaing | MELDECs pemeey agreed o e Talking to The Daily Star
?,m:il_f iDauIatdla; Icn:attl § ur:luua hole in the domain of funda-  others viewed it as a "weapon of " Jessore was the coldest with oration was conducted be- at talks between officials of the Entcrday Minister of State for
rairic ﬂﬂﬂ%{ﬂ‘u‘;‘“ﬂﬂ € three mental rights. | have never selective oppression ” 10 degrees. The day before, Sri- en December 11 and 13 and Labour and Manpower Ministry bour and Manpower MA
yimisﬂlmtepcn 8 | seen, in the modern world, a He sald the SPA creates a mangal was lowest with 11.6. included 721 households. and a six number CNMI delega- Mannan said that the draft
sources said some statute as broadly drafted as the situation where anybody in Of those surveyed, only 31.9 | tion, now on a visit to MOU would be placed before the
1,755 vehicles were kept in | gpa - Bangladesh can be deprived of According to meteorologists. r cent approved the govern- | Bangladesh. The CNMI del Prime Minister soon for her
their serial at the three ghats ' | . : temperature is likely to fall fur- | P€T €€nt app g gl Bl ol '
L1 6 om todaw To Re forried This view was expressed by his or her fundamental rights ther over the next couple of | Ments plan to lease out all the | tion is led by Bill Jones. Acting approval. | |
Wiliam Eakrides, o profeasar o0 the basl cf 2 deciion'af s | (00 sl st & e waprnic o | Suctmy o Eahousaid M Mool wil e e
Numbers of vehicles kept in a e University o | . 1. -1 per cent prefer a ‘gradua ower Department of CNMI. - nd at other
the BIWTC serial were - Aricha- Georgetown Law Centre and He fell that the SPA has been The Met Office, however, | approach” in leasing out and talks began last week. places of tourist attraction in
Nagarbari 925. Napgarbari- Yale University Law School enacted with the assumption of | could not say how for the mer- | preferred “leasing out in se- When signed, the MOU is ex- the CNMI capital, Saipan. an
ﬁm‘%ha 370 Arit_:ha-[}ﬁulailia while talking to The Daily Star See Page 12 Col ] cury went down at night. See Page 12 Col 5 pected to enable Bangladesh ex-  abode of 58,000 people.
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Announcement

The Daily Star takes great
pleasure in announcing that
it is going to organise a con-
ference of young profession-
als and entrepreneurs
(between 25-35 years) at 3:30
pm on Sunday, mber 28,
at the British Council Audi- |

torium in Nilkhet,

The conference is being
organised to provide oppor-
J tunity for the young people

to express their views about
the future of the country and
of their respective profes-
sions. It will also address is-
sues and problems faced by
the young professionals and
entrepreneurs and discuss
ways to solve those.

Those interested to par-
ticipate in the conference are
requested to contact Rafi
Hossain, at The Daily Star
from today (between 5:00 pm
and 7:00 pm). For further in-
formation at Tel Nos.
500092-94 and 863036.

Watch for more an-
nouncements on the confer-
| ence in the coming days.

Conventions on
citizens’ rights
under study
By Mizan Al

The government is examin-
ing seven international con-
ventions on civil and political
rights of citizens.

According to official sour-
ces, the government has already
started seeking opinions from
legal experts including a
member of the Law Commission
(LC) on implications of rat-
ification of those conventions.

The seven conventions are:
the Covenant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights; Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights; Convention on Protec-
tion of the Rights of all Migrant

| Workers and Members of their

Families; Convention on Pre-
vention of the Crime of Geno-
cide; Convention on Political
Rights of Women; Convention
on Consent to Marriage, Mini-
mum Age for Marriage and Reg-
istration of Marriage; Conven-
tion Against Torture and other
Cruel Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment.
Earlier, when the govern-
ment sought opinion of the LC
on Convention on the Preven-

tion of the Crime of Genocide,
the LC recommended legisla-

tion making Ftnncidﬂ a punish-
able criminal offence.

Young man shot
dead at Sayedabad

bus terminal
By Staff Correspondent

A young man was shot dead
by a gang of assailants at the
Sayedabad bus terminal in the
city Thursday. police said yes-
terday.

The dead was identified as
Rabiul Ahsan alias Lithu, 30, a
resident of Jurain area.

A gang of about five young-
men shot Rabiul in the head
from [;mint blank range after
Rabiul had an altercation with
the gang at about 6:30 pm, police
said.

He was rushed to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital

' (DMCH) where he died at about

11 pm.

210 and Daulatdia-Aricha 250. |~

Besides the BIWTC serial,
another 1,500 vehicles were
waliting outside terminals at the
three ghats.

Outside the terminal at
Aricha ghat, almost a five-
kilometre long queue of vehi-
cles was formed on the Aricha-
Dhaka highway till this
evening, local sources said.

. pii’g;‘é‘ff;"‘ili';h Ctg port faces acute
in Cox’s Bazar

Sy COINGE stion ag ain

least 20 people, including seven

el » ' policemen, were injured in a
Inside Tuday | st-UP election clash in Cox's From Staff Correspondent
Sadar thana today.
Art' l | Police fired gunshots and re- CHITTAGONG. Dec 19: Chit- Over 30 ships are now an-  dling at the port to ease the con-
1Clie sorted to baton charge to dis- | tagong port faces an acute con- chored at the jetties and the gestion.

| perse the supporters of a de- | gestion of cargo ships both at its  outer anchorage while six ves- On the otherhand. the Chit-

There Was a Will, | eated UP chairman candidate. jetties and outer anchorage that  sels carving general cargo re- tagong Feeder Trade Committee

Among the injured, Sirajul | causes much delay to the ves- mained stranded at the outer (C . a Singapore-based or-

and ThEl"E Was a | Eg&::;; 2H5g' :r;iﬂ;gsut?;:] 1:; :i; port sources and users mm{l;ia':agc for t{]tlpa?t {:iﬁ days. ganisation of feeder vessel op-

: - : €r vessels inciuding con-  erators, in a letter addressed to

Wﬂy | Chittagong Medical College Such delay beyond the tainer shigu are also required to  the shipping minister urged for

| Hospital. Others were released | scheduled time, forces foreign stay at Chittagong port for taking an immediate action

Column: Beneath the | after first aid from Cox's Bazar | cargo vessels to incur huge about 12 days on an average plan to ease the congestion.

Surface | Sadar Hospital. losses against operational against the normal stay of 5 to 6

b d | The supporters of a defeated | costs, they said. days, they said. Otherwise, the CFTC will be

y Abdul Bayes chairman candidate of Port officials attributed the Meanwhile, the task force on compelled to go for drastic mea-

Page 4 Jhilomza Union barricaded the | congestion of ships to the 'go- Chittagong port yesterday held sures, as it did earlier. to make

Chittagong-Cox's Bazar High- | slow 'l:vrogrammc of dock work- a meeting at the port office to  up the losses, the letter said.
way following announcement | ers {ollowing dispute with review the overall situation, Copies of the letter were sent

Star Literature of the unofficial results of UP | stevedores over payment of port sources said. to the port's Director (traffic),
elections which was held on | 'speed-money’ and frequent The meeting stressed the Port Users Forum and the con-
Thursday. The supporters al- | calls for hartal. need for expediting cargo han- venor of the Task Force.

The crusader with a leged ri in three polling

ng
centres ﬁdhﬂunﬂa union.

g o Bl | e e Erain service In | “Train service from Sylhet
W W SecPagelaCold -ZOne resumes - :
f Police raid Salauddm From Staff Correspondent StOpS for el ghth tlme

CHITTAGONG. Dec 19: Train

pen; and No mulling
over broken dreams
Pages 6 & 7

International

y
Kim Dae-Jung new . Kader Chy s house f:--::u't"mm;:rélhr:alh::rigi lnh lg:ﬂeautcrn From Igbal Siddiquee
; oo - ol g e & - Zone o ades way re-

ROK president s B s @ From Staff Correspondent sumed at 1.30 am last ni rt afl- SYLHET. Dec 19: Whimsical dental, said a BR official.
Page 5 L F G TR A CHITTAGONG, Dec 19: Police | ter suspension for more than 8 | decisions of US company Occi- "“Whimsical decisions of the
e i T . this morning raided the resi- | hours, railway sources said. dental, engaged in oll and gas company compel the BR to sus-
. : dence of BNP leader Salauddin Train service resumed as the cxplﬂratlnn at Mngurthhlri. pend train service some times
BHSI“ESE Kader Chowdhury, MP, at Goods | drivers and guards postponed over operation of passenger with prior notice and some-
Hill in the city their strike programme for one | trains between Sylhet and rest times without notice,” he said.

Police sources said the raid | week following a meeting with | of the country has mounted Occidental had earlier asked
_ was made to arrest Salauddin | rajlway authorities, the sources | sufferings of the people of the BR to suspend train service
s but he was not available at the | gaijd. greater Sylhet region. from Thursday (December 18).
o residence The drivers and guards went Bangladesh Rallway again But all of a sudden. the com-
% w Meanwhile. BNP activists | on a wildcat strike at 5 pm yes- | suspended operation of trains  pany asked it to stop the service
Uni Parishad electi 1 d staged a demonstration in front | terday demanding specjal | to and from Sylhet without any a day ahead after the intercit
RIgH FADMARG BISCMgD SRIDUAIAU in a village uncer | of the party office at Nasimon | mileage allowance under the | prior notice on Wednesday due  train Jayantika Express ha
Louhajang thana of Munshigan; — Star photo building protesting the raid. new pay scale. to restrictions imposed by Occi- See Page 12 Col 7

Dealers import,
market hazardous
pesticides, reveals

survey
Page 8

JP to propose
JS discussion

' on CHT accord

' From Our Correspondent
: NARAYANGANJ, Dec 19:

Jatiya Party Chairman HM Er-

i shad today said that his party

would raise a proposal for dis-

| cussions on the CHT peace ac-

‘cord in the next session of

| Jatiya Sangsad.

Talking to newsmen, the JP
' Chairman expressed the view
that there would have been no
misgivings among the people
had the government discussed
the issue in the House before
sigxﬂn%uf the accord.

Ershad attended an Urs at
Kutubbag at Bandar thana here.

The JP leader. however,
lauded the peace accord but sug-
gested annulment of certain
provisions that "does not match
the spirit of the country's Con-

stitution ”

Though JP had its representa-
tion in the Nﬂlﬁma] Committee
on CHT (NCC ., ‘our -
tative Fazle Rabbi, MP, Ead no
knowledge about the contents of
the accord.” Ershad said.

100 shops gutted
in Chittagong

CHITTAGONG., Dec 19: A
devastating fire at Dohazari
Bazar in Chandanaish thana

utted about 100 shops on
%‘hurada night, reports UNB..

Fire Brigade sources said,
the fire that might be originated
from a cigarette butt engulfed
the area at 1 am.

The loss was estimated about
Tk several lakhs.

The firemen brought the fire
under control with the help of
the local people at 3 am.

BSS adds: In another fire in-
cident ten shops were gutteC at
(Gojara Bazar, Noapara, under
Raojan thana., police and Fire
Service sources said.

The fire originated from
electric short-circuit. The loss
was estimated at about Tk 2.5

lakh.



