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Workers' organised by the Refugee and Migratory Movements Research Unit at the
CIRDAP auditorium in the city yesterday.

— Star photo

Woes of migrant workers
worrying experts

Speakers at a discussion

meeting yesterday called upon
the government to take neces-
sary steps to lessen sufferi
the 'migrant workers' both in
the country and in the 'receiv-
ing states.’

The discussants expressed
their dissatisfaction at the way
the government was dealing

with the ant workers' issue

at home and abroad.

The Refugee and Migratory
Movements Research Unit or-
ganised the discussion meeting
on the occasion of Interna-
tional Day of Solidarity with
the Migrant Workers at the
CIRDAP auditorium in the city.

Tasneem Siddiqui of Politi-
cal Science department of
Dhaka University presented the
key-note paper on "National
Responsibility Towards the Mi-
grant Workers." The session
was presided over by CR Abrar,
Chairman of International Re-
lations department of the Uni-

s of

By Staff Correspondent

The discussants observed
that there was no specific law in
the country to protect the inter-
ests of those wor abroad al-
though their e was one of
the major sources of foreign ex-
change for the country.

“There is in fact no policy for
dealing with the matter offi-
cia]liy." the key-note paper said.

‘In the age of open market
economy, we are now facin
tough competition in the worl
labour market. We will soon
lose our market in case we fail
to send skilled people as work-
ers”, it noted.

The speakers urged the gov-
ernment to ensure skill-ori-
ented education for all for com-
Eeting in the world labour mar-

et.

They pointed out that the re-
cruiting agencies were also ex-
ploiting the job-aspirants.
Unauthorised agencies also de-

ceive them by giving fake job
documents, they added.

officlals at the country's em-
bassies abroad did not cooper-

ate with the workers in times of

their needs. The government

was urged to look into the mat-

ter for the security of

B eshi nationals abroad.
e discussants also u

the fovzmment to take initia-
tive lor the formation of an in-
ternational association of the
labour exporting countries so

that me{ could press the ‘receiv-
ing states' to recognise le

ts of the migrant workers.

To ensure proper protection
of the workers abroad., the

s ers also s
of bilateral and multilater

agreements with the receiving
countries.

The participants in the dis-
cussion inclu Law and Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister
Abdul Matin Khasru, Dr Moin
Ahsan Ali Sarkar and Labour

versity. They speakers alleged that Secretary SM Akram.
Chandnighat Water EU: Ensure peace | Uneasy calm
Frokms From 1
P]&Ht Opens 5K P attack and p:ﬁtbmltted a
angirn University, he | memorandum to Vice-Chancel-

The rehabilitated and ex-
anded Chandnighat Water
atment Plant in the city was
inau%uratcd yesterday three
months ahead of the schedule,
reports UNB.

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman opened the
plant implemented with the fi-
nancial and technical assis-
tance of Japanese government.

The modernisation, reha-
bilitation and expansion work
of the Treatment Plant was
completed at a cost of Tk 154
crore including Japanese assis-
tance of Tk 107.25 crore.

With the inauguration of the
expanded plant, the water rais-
ing capacity of the plant has in-
creased to 3.19 crore litre per
day from its previous capacit
of 1.70 crore litre, Some 10 lak
gtuple of old Dhaka would be

enefited* from the additional
2.21 crore litre production of
water.

Speaking on the occasion,
the LGRD Minister said Dhaka
WASA has undertaken short
and long term plans to meet the
demand of 130 crore litre water
per day for the growing number
of people of the city.

said, "if such events spill over,
our projects will be harmed".

Earlier, Albuquerque said
the EU wants Bangladesh to be-
come an equal trad er.
"Bangladesh has alance
of trade and we would help you
to increase trade.”

She said the EU is ready to
support Bangladesh in good
governance, capacity building
and creating an enabling envi-
ronment for investment.

. Talking about the current
mission which is looking into
the ban on frozen food export to
the EU. She said the mission
will submit its report in Brus-
sels and then the European
Commission will propose to the
Council of Ministers to take up
the issue.

lift-

The decision regarding
ing the ban on fist?gexport from

Bangladesh is expected to be
made by end-January.

‘We are seeking improve-
ment in inspection control
mechanism of the government.

EU authorities only check sam-
ples of fish. This is why a strict
controlling mechanism is es-
sential at the exporters' end,"
she said.

DSE mock polling
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lam, had done so. They however
inted out that a consensus
ad been reached before the
election. All three were on the
consensus list and among those
declared elected.

While the consensus builders
claimed that it had been done to
protect the “national institu-
tion”, the arrangements left
most candidates unhappy who
reported that they had just
bowed to pressure exerted by the
political authority.

And to ensure that every-
thing went according to plans,
the exercise was restricted to
the 28 who were made to show
who they were voting for,

"Had the 16 forced out of the
race refused to act according to
the so-called consensus, the re-
sults would have been different
because they outnumbered
those chosen for election.,” a
DSE insider explained.

Their “retirement” followed
intensive efforts by ruling party
politicians, business leaders
and powerful stock market op-
erators.

The agreement, reached be-
hind the scenes, accommodated
six men {rom each group. It also
stipulated that the group get
the post of chairman woul
concede the two positions of
vice chairman to the other

oohe

group backed by former
chairman Ighuruhil:l hg.lam is
likelthru have the chairman.
Rakibur Rahman, the oper-
ator in the group who is

for his proximity to the prime
minister, would to see him-
self in the chair. Challe:r?lng
him is Kazi Firoz Rashid, a
former chairman and a minis-

justify their way of doing

ter under General Ershad.

The formality of electing the
chairman will done on De-
cember 24 at the annual
meeting when the new Council

- will also take over.

The other group backed
Khwaja Abdul Quddus wi
nominate the two vice chair-
men. Most of the 'disgruntled’
members belong to this faction
who complained of “harass-
ment” by
machinery.

Alam and Quddus were the
two men who led the two parties
to the series of negotiations in-
vol such businessmen as
Yusuf Abdullah Harun, Salman
Rahman, and several ruling
party MPs,

Election officials sou

the government

ght to
busi-
ness on the day when they were
confronted by reporters later.
“This was just a formality. As
there was already a consensus
among the contestants, so the
voters were not much interested
to cast votes,” M Shahidullah,
the election commissioner, told

journalists at 5:30 pm. He

claimed every member who
came was to cast vote.

in 1986 when the council mem-
bers had been selected before

the election was held, DSE offi-
cials said.

The elected councillors are: |

(Khurshid Alam-Rakibur Rah-
man Group) Kazi Feroz Rashid,
Jahangir Kabir Chowdhury,
Ahsanul Islam, Md Rakibur
Rahman, Dewan Suhel Afzal,
Abdul Haque; (Khwaja Abdul
Eﬁddun Grm‘lj:t] Hasan ue
an, Onu dar, Sh
Khan, AKM amsuddoha,

Ahmed Igbal Hasan, M
Enayetur Rahman.

| their visits

h:nr Prof Amirul Islam Chnwd;f
ury punishment
thuumdhﬁereapnnsl :

Earlier, a section of students
under the banner of General
Students’' Unity brought out a
procession and submitted a

te memorandum to the
VC demanding punishment of
those in res ble for the po-
lice action on students and
teachers and attack on students
by BCL activists on Wednesday.

They also urged the authori-
ties to :nnutf; security of the
students on campus.

Meanwhile, the students in-
jured in the police action and
admitted to D Medical Col-

lege Hospital were released yes-

y. : .
No buses of the university

plied yesterday and most of the
classes were not held. Earlier,
the examinations were post-
poned till December 24.

Several political parties and
cultural and student organisa-
tions yesterday condemned the

- police action on students and

teachers of the JU.

BNP, in a statement, con-
demned the police attack in
presence of the Home Minister
and demanded punishment of
those responsible.

The Federation of
Bangladesh University Teach-
ers' Associations, Dhaka Uni-
versity Central Students Union,
Brn— Jatiyatabadi Chhatra

al and Bangladesh Samaj-
tantrik Dal also condemned the

. police action demanded exem-

plary punishment of those re-
sponsible.
- Sekandars
: From page 1 |
asa in an office.

officials present during
the eviction said Pﬂl'-m house was
taken up by Sekandar when it
was being white washed for rée
new occupant — a joint sec
tary of the Ministry of Finance.
Sekandar Ali was not at the

" BISTEC.

observer. FFoin page 1
Two days of prelimin
discussions between senior of-

ficials will be followed by a
ministerial-level meeting on

Monday. The talks are also ex-
to touch on the impact of
utheast Asia's currency tur-

moil. L
BNP team

el

The Standing Committee

meeting last night, chaired by
BNP hair

to start
by rotation in a

mu#;uf

nearly three-hour meet-
ing at the Minto Road official
ruld;nﬁem of thj I;;idesr of th;

po in Ja angsa

gl:n discussed preparations for
BHP'wand rally in the city
later this month.

(' Housing in city:

Iit:,ra.n

Pvt developers
need financiers

In an informal discussion
with journalists of some na-
tional dailies y

gories of people -
They said exorbitant land

price was one of the reasons

why housing was so

in the city.

Moreover, the developers
said, Rajuk and PWD rules In

the
made uniform and fair. "We are

subjected to unnecessary regis-
tra and transfer fees which

must be made uniform.” said

. ment should also i

frastructure facilities in and
around Dhaka so that high-rise
buildings could be constructed
to meet the increasing demand
for housing.

Trains

From page 1

forward by the drivers and
guards was referred to the Min-

istry of Finance for considera-
tion today.

However, passengers re-
turned their tickets at Chit-.
tagong Railway Station and
took back their money.
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ISLAMABAD, Dec lg: A Pak-
rejected the presi-
dential candidate of the ruli
Pakistan Muslim e (PM

Party today, char him with
dchnﬂngt{cc .

judiciary in a new

twist to a constitutional crisis

that has shaken the country,
Reuter.
The PML would appeal

against the rejection of the can-

Polls violence:
Voting in 10
centres cancelled
By Staff Correspondent

Polling in ten centres was
cancel due to electoral vio-
lence yesterday. the 12th of
the on-going union parishad
elections across the country,
Ea:tinn Commission sources

Elections were held at 3128
centres of 340 union under 50
thanas of 47 districts.

The polling centres where
elections were sus ed In-
cluded two centres In Kajali
union of Sariakandi thana un-
der Bogra district, one in Khur-
dukomarpur union of Sadulla-

thana under Gaibandha dis-
rict, two centres in Sonapur
union of Tajimuddin thana un-
der Bhola :t&u:tﬂﬁ each In
Radhanagar i unions
of Homna thana under Comilla
district, one each in Saralil,
N and Paniswar unions
of ail thana under Brah-
manbaria district.

Tribunals formed

to resolve UP
polls disputes

The Election Commission
(EC)

The Executive Committee of
the National Economic Council
(ECNEC) has 12
ects involving a cost of about

2,300 crore, including a pro-
ject aid component of over Tk
1.200 crore, reports UNB.

Of the total, four pro
will be funded from 1 re-
sources amounting to over Tk
177 crore,

The mrmrﬂ was at
the EC meeting in the
city with Prime Min-
ister Shei
chair.

The projects include Food-
aided t Pro-

: station
and inlet channel of Irriga-
from erosion of the
Padma, up of Science
and Technology University in
12 districts (six to be set up in
tl:n:.éI first phase), Higher
on ucation
ame:ged]. Non- Educa-
tion  Project (Amended), envi-

ronmental sanitation, health
care and water supply to urban

slums and in downtown areas.
Other are construc-
tion of 1 ts of 1800 sft in -

Dhaka for hﬁh“lgcuymmt of-
ficials, 16-d t Power Su

Fljr Project (Amended), re.hahﬂ-
tation and modernisation of
number 1 and 2 units of Gho-
rashal Thermal Power Station,
Extension of Ghorashal Ther-

mal Power Station (6th unit)

Hasina in the

ect (Re- .

(amended), Rashidpur-Ashug-
anj Transmission Loopline
Project and Construction of an

international standard

Ban on import,
production of

explosives

The t has banned
stock and import of
wwe materials, reports

However, the government
industrial units and
companies engaged in explo-
ration and extraction of gas, oil
and other mineral resources
and those involved in construc-
tion of roads would need prior
on from the govern-

ment to manufacture, possess

. and import of explu;dveu for

public interest.

Water resources

management does not mean an
end to the t presence.
"We have to make a com
to make the system work."”

The conference was designed
to revamp the Grassroots Par-

ticipatory Plan (GPP) of 1994,

stressing utilisation of the
ability of people and involving

them as stakeholders in a part-
nership with officials and local
government leaders for a better
underutmdlm the water
management ces.

A number of issues came up
for discussion while ng
guidelines for the p
water management strategy.
The conference also took no
of the socio-economic and in-
stitutional issues like empow-
ering the elected local

leaders to represent the people
as re

gards their water -
ment interests. It identified ge
technical, material and organi-
sational capacity to make sub-
stantive contribution to the

. operation and maintenance of
. the Flood Control Drainage

(FCD) system, with accoun -

local control over re-

Besides, the conference was
aimed at learning about the ca-
pacity of people to manage their
water resources and arriving at
a common understanding on
the implications of the nature
of water management in FCD
system preparing the guide-
HHFI‘.I;

€ participants were given

the moci::l for the partit::lBatu

water nﬂn ement utc
experts Flip Westers, Jan Bron
X Dyne. who staded bor & Log
' stu or a long

time the | s technolo
of harnessing the water in

In a message on the occa-
sion, Minister for Water Re-
sources Abdur Razzak said
there is now a very strong reali-
u}im that in télt process of de-
velopment and empowerment
of people, t.tm:%’nrﬂc:l tion is
a key element, The nﬂm of
Water Resources and the -
cles working under it genu
seek to ensure pation
the project-affected people from
“conceptualisation to the main-
tenance of pace,” he added.

12 projects involving
Tk 2300 cr approved

- candidate rejected

didacy of Senator Mohammad
Rafiq Tarar by acting chief elec-
tion commissioner Justice
Mukhtar Ahmed Junejo, a
pm}y spokesman said.
arar, a former Supreme
Court Judge, was certain to win
the December 31 presidential
election to replace former
President Far Leghari be-
cause of a
the electoral college consisti
of the two-chamber parli-ﬁ
and four assem §
His candidature was chal-

lenged an opposition
date m? two lawyers on the ba-
sis of local newspaper reports
that Mjud; Lﬂm as un:tlciulng
some consti-
tutional m'iliu,mm‘wiﬂch subsided
on December 2 wlmm President
Leghari res
Shah was suspended by'a rival
was su a

bench of the court.

"We have rejected the nomi-
nation papers of (retired) Jus-
tice Mohammad Raflq Tarar.”

majority in

|Sharif's presidential

said Ju . who is a Su
Court judge, after hnm
formal scrutiny of nomination
papers of 39 candidates, of
whom only six were cleared for
the contest.

Junejo accepted the candi-
dacy of another PML member,
retired army Captain Halim
Ahmed from the Sindh
}g:ﬂnce capital of Karachi.

party asked him to file
h:uuuﬂnlttm mt it
C a "covering e

In a formal order issued
later, J uudellrlr'u in-
terview in an u-langu
weekly, Takbeer, "leads u::!ten
an irresistible conclusion that
the :ilthu;duf the interview
wanted to defame the judiciary
of Pakistan and to bring it into
ridicule.”

Zafar Ali Shah, PML Par-

liamentary Secr for Law,
called the rul "illegal and
unconstitu and told re-

Enmthatth: would go
court to challenge it.

By Staff Correspondent |

The ect for a 'Floa
Hn-pitlm Bangladesh’ ilml}l!

and s haifyears afies’ It whs

after it was
concejved.

“The French to be used
for the hospital be floated
as soon as we get it released
from the Narayanganj Dock-
yard and n transfor-
mation mum. said Yves
Marre, the originator of the

project.

mhurae was obtained from
the French . Mother
Teresa had inaugurated the pro-
ject in 1995.

The ect suffered a "cal-
lous ing" by the French
and organisations
causing huge financial liabili-
ties and complications, Yves
claimed at a press conference at
the Jatiya Press Club in the city
yesterday.

A new association called
“Friendship” has been formed
and donor countries and organ-
isation have been approached
for assistance to make the pro-
ject operative, he said. The re-
mote char areas in Raipura

thana of Narsingdi district

have been selected for initial

"The n::: hospital on the
on

barge will .E.I?g te in other

remote areas of and

country
the second phase of the project
will commence with the arrival
of 12 more barges from France",
Yves said.

Under the revived project, he
said, the Heart Research Asso-
ciation (HRA) will provide vol-
untary medical treatment and
medical instruments while the
Chetona Bikash Kendra (CBK). a

: i -.: '.':. . y E.!. ..

. o

Yves Marre talking to press
yesterday

voluntary organisation, will
felicitate all local arr

ments at Raipura where a 'mo-
bile hospital' was organised on

"Aplj;tfmmtrutmmtth:

floating hospital will
pnmn.ryn.nd? medi
care mainly in the remote ar-
eas, train up and educate people
on medical service and help set
up basic hygienic facilities like
tubewell latrine”, said Yves.
Syed Murad and Runa
Marre, two other members of
the "Friendship”, Dr SR Khan of
the HRA and Khan-
dakar of the CBK also
the press conference.
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Floating hospital
set to sail soon

Tk 1000 cr for
Gulf War
returnees in
Bangladesh

adesh will receive Tk
1000 crore from the United Na-
tions as compensation for 72
thousand returnees who fled
Iraq and Kuwait due to Gulf
War, reports BSS.

Official sources yesterday

said, Tk 50 crore has
been distributed among 4620 re-
turnees from the first instal-
ml:l.il_il;m received. "

process is going on
distribute Tk 170 crore received
as second instalment among
15,365 persons, said the
sources, that each will
get on an average Tk 1,10,075 as
compensation.

Road barricade
From page 1

dq:ul:z:l in Matiranga thana
area to tense situation
vailing there following Sun-
day's violence that left two peo-
ple killed and over 100 injured.
Our Hhu;&:lchhnri orre-
t : Demonstrators
three jeeps and a bus
at N bazar and Kalpani on

ancy
the Chittagong-Khagrachhari
road during a road aﬂuﬂcade
today. '

two persons
of the town for hurling rocks at

hmm’ stration sources said

m escorted two Chittagong-
d buses from Khagrach-
hari. Lhn:h:dnﬂmltratmm also
r transport owners
timat it would provide all help to
restor¢ communication.

Mobil

From page 1

bmﬂi.eepmg Tullow as a -
:erh‘lﬂlﬂl:k ; Pt

Tullow, a 5.8 million Pound
Irish company, was offered
Block 9 on the day nfm
tiations which began on -
ber 22. Tullow's

for
this mmt-mughtm
was to drill 10 wells in the ini-

tial exploration at a cost
of 58 million Dollars.
French com Total and

US company ‘Niko Resources
will discussions with the
Negotiation Committee
( . It was earlier inten
that would be asked to be
a partner of Tullow in Block 9.
However Mobil's tion re-
garding Tullow will now
changes the scene, observed a
SOurce. :

The tiators also held
one of talks
?uh Unocal-Triton over

ing House Lid, 90 Kakrail, Dhaka-1000 on behalf of Mediaworld Lid,
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