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Sonia Gandhi, wife of former prime minister

Rajiv Gandhi,

at a Rajiv Gandhi memorial lecture in New Delhi Monday.
The Congress Party, which pulled down the 1 K Gujral led

14-party

coalition government,

after an enquiry

commission indicted one of the coalition members of
helping the murderers of Rajiv Gandhi, will be looking
upon her to campaign for them. Sonia has so far stayed

out of politics.

— AP/UNB photo

Yeltsin's condition stable: soris

Yeltsin spent his seventh day in a health resort reco

from

vering
a severe cold, and his office said Tuesday that the president's
condition was stable and his temperature normal, AP reports

from Moscow.

One of the top officials in his government, meanwhile, com-
bated any suggestions that Yeltsin was no longer in control of

Russia. First
president wielde

eputy Prime Minister Boris Nemtsov said the
power like a czar. In a brief statement, the

Kremlin said there was no sign of wheezing in Yeltsin's 1 .

The

was 68-70 beats per minute.

resident’s blood pressure was 125 over 78 and his

. [ ] L 2 o
UN officials visit Libya: un omciais
held talks in Libya Tuesday to discuss the impact of sanctions,
becoming the first UN delegation to visit the North African
state since an air embargo was imposed in 1992, AP says from

Cairo,

Egypt's official Middle East News
tion, headed by Vladimir Petrovsky, met with a Libyan h

Agency said the UN th—

official, hospital directors and other representatives of the

health and insurance sector in the capital, Tri
curity Council banned international

in 1992 after Tri

poli. The UN Se-
ights to and from Libya

poli refused to hand over two Libyans indicted
for the 1988 bombing of Pan Am Fl

ight 103 over the Scottish

town of Lockerbie, which killed 270 people.

Hamas wins student council

Islamic Resistance Movement [Hamas) won all

11s: e

e seals in

student woungil.elections at the Islamic University of Gaza

M ‘s 4he student. council announced Tuesday,
fr m%w et gEa TP I i e e T }rL

Hamas won 77 per cent of the vote, while students from

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat's group, Fatah, won 15

per cent

and Islamic Jihad candidates received six per cent. Of the 3,800"

students registered to vote at the universi

which is considered

a bastion of Islamic fundamentalism 2,570 took part in the

elections.

Arafat, Netanyahu to meet EU chief:

Israeli Prime Minister
President Yasser Arafat

enjamin Netanyahu and Palestinian
1 travel to Luxembourg Thursday

and Friday to meet with the EU President, officials here said,

AFP reports from Brussels.

Netanyahu is to hold talks Thursday with Luxembourg's-

Prime Minister Jean-Claude Juncker and Foreign
Jacques Poos. Luxembourg currently heads the ro

Minis
Euro-

pean Union presidency, Arafat is to meet with both men on Fri-

day.

Labour MP faces vote-rigging ¢

Police on Tuesday issued a warrant for

e arrest of a Labour

member of Parliament on charges of election fraud, AP reports

from Edinburgh.
Mohamme

said.

Sarwar, a 46-year-old Pakistan-born million-
aire businessman, has agreed to appear

Wednesday, the Crown Office, Scotland's prosecuting au

in court in G W on
-ty'

Sarwar, Britain's first Muslim lawmaker, won a wor

class Glasgow district, Govan, for the gove

Labour Party in

national elections May 1. Shortly afterward a national news-

'r, The News of the World, reported he had

given a rival can-

didate a 5,000 pounds (dirs 8,150) bribe to ease off campaigning.

UAE to bu

30 Mirage figlhters:

The United Arab Emirates signed a dollars 3.

illion deal

Tuesday to b% 30 new Mirage fighters from France's Dassault

Aviation SA,

says fromm Abu Dhabi.

The Emirates chief of staff, Lt. Gen. Sheikh Mochammed bin

Zayed Al Nahyan, signed the

sentative for the purchase of the Mir

eement with a Dassault repre-
2000-9s and their ar-

mament. President Jacques Chirac said 16 billion French
francs (dollars 2.7 billion) would be spent on the glanﬁ and

their upgrading while 4 billion francs (dollars 6

7 million)

would be used to buy ammunition.
Quake shakes Pakistan: a»

earthquake of moderate intensity rattled northwestern
Pakistan early on Wednesday, ofiicials said, AP reports from

Peshawar,

The earthquake, with a preliminary magnitude of 5.5, was
centred about 300 ld:ﬂt.'::mr.atrvr:éJr (180 nﬂl?s] ngﬁnh of Peshawar, the
capital of Pakistan's Northwest Frontier Province, according
officials at the seismological centre. There were no immediate
reports of damage, but in northern mountain regions of Pak-

istan flimsy homes, made of sun-baked mud, o
during an earthquake of even mild intensity.

en collapse

BAGHDAD, Dec 17: Iraq said
Tuesday it was ready to con-
tinue cooperating with UN dis-
afmament inspectors but called
on the UN Security Council to
respect its sovereignty and be
more objective, reports AFP.

After a meeting of the Revo-
lutionary Command Council
and ruling Baath leader-
ship chaired by Presi Sad-
dam Hussein, Iraq said it was
ready to "continue its -
tion with the UN Special Com-
mission on disarming” Ira
I’UHSCO?[] "on the basis of

or 's sovereignty.”
Iraq calls for the Security
to evaluate in an objec-
tive and balanced manner re-
sults of the negotiations in
between |
an UNSCOM delegation,”
said the statement by the two

highest Iragi authorities.

The statement, carried by
the official INA news agency,
said, "The UN Security Council
is invited to affirm its
for Iraq's sovereignty. Pride
and security, in ormance
with UN resolutions."

They also called for the Se-
curity Council "to work sin-
cerely to honour its commit-
ments with regard to Iraq and

officials

to *implement aph 22 of
resolution Bﬂ?.Euw

The paragraph concerns the
lifting of the UN oil embargo

Kuwait ready to
spend its wealth
to topple
Saddam regime

CAIRO, Dec 17: Kuwait is
ready to spend its wealth to get
rid of Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein's regime, a senior
Kuwaiti official uoted
Tuesday as sayi AP,

"Kuwait's colfer is fully
opened in order to topple the
iraqi regime,” al-Hayat, a re-

Arab : ed

uwaiti Infumﬂ;lﬁﬂ

Sheik Saud Nasser al-Sabah as

telling a select group of re-
porters Monday in Kuwait.

Thecomments could not be
immediately confirmed with
al-Sabah's office.

Saddam invaded Kuwait in
1990 and occupied the emi-
rate for seven months a
US-led alliance evicted Iragi
troops in Feb 1991.

International
Clinton warns of further action

calls on UNSC to respect
its sovereignty

against Iraq when UNSCOM
certifies that the country has
climinated its chemical, biolog-
ical and nuclear weapons and
missiles with a of more
than 150 kilometres (93 miles).

The Security Council Im-
posed the embargo seven years
ago when Iraq invaded its

bour. Kuwait.

e Iraql statement came
shortly after UNSCOM Chief
Richard Butler left Iraq after a
four-day mission, Butler said
[Br:ll‘:ll'llllll ﬁﬂ“'i rear base in

t Baghdad ca -
cally refused to open 's

residential palaces to UN-
gCOH inspectors.

Another report says, Presi-

dent Bill Clinton wamed Tues-

day of further tive actions

against Iraq if fails to

ﬁeUlepecmﬁ:ﬂmm
weapons sites.

"Ifmil further obstruc-

tion of the United Nations mis-

sion we have to consider other '

options,” Clinton said in a for-
mal press conference.

Clinton would not specify
what actions the United tes
E“!ght take but md!: "1 mullgn't

out mrthmg never have
and | won't.
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Miss World 1997, Diana Hayden, greets photographers with "Namaste," the Indian
greeting style, at a press conference in Bomba
a is her role model..
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new missile

WASHINGTON, Dec 17: A

former high- official of
the US Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) has confirmed

that Pakistan has dcvv:m:l a
new and sophisticated stic
missile with Chinese assis-
tance, reports India Abroad
News Service.

Gordon Oehler, who
less than two months ago as di-

Nuclear Nonproliferation
Teohaslngy Catral

echnology ntro me
(MTCR).

It is also well known in me-
dia and in circles that
Oehler was source of the
leak two to the New

York Times about India's

preparations for a second nu-
clear test, which New Delhi ve-

Last month, the Pentagon in

a submitted to ConFul
said the long-standing Indo-

Pakistani rivalry
drive the of nuclear, bi-
ological and chemical (NBC)
pons and especially ballis-

The report said,

other weapons programmes,
Pakistani and ln(gn pursuit of

continues to

600 hospitalised
in Japan while

I'V programme

TOKYO, Dec 17: Nearly 600
mplc mostly children, had

n rushed to hospital across
Japan Wednesday morning
after feeling ill while watching
a popular animated cyberspace
drama on television, news re-
ports said, reports AFP,

Japan Broadcasting Corp
(NHK), ed that 594 :
mostly children, were to
hospital after the Tuesday
evening programme and some
were still there.

It said a five-year-old girl in
Osaka, who was re ed to
have suffered serious breathing
problems, was rﬁmvcﬁr;g

Victimseincluded a 30-year-
old housewife who became ill
late Tuesday after watching a
video recording of the pro-
gramme, the said.

Some children were show-
ing symptoms of convulsions

and oth
eye irritations. NHK and i

BJP ties up
with Tamil group

in election

MADRAS, Dec 17: The Hindu
Nationalist Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) allied Wednesday
with a major Tamil party in a
southern state, dashing the

of the powerful Congress
Party that was hoping to join
contest the forthcoming gener
elections, r AP,

The alliance would force the
Congress to contest alone from
Tamil Nadu state, a prospect it
was reluctant to face. The party
has fared badly in past elec-
tions It contested without a
partner.

Hnun::'ldt elections lll.::r
likely to be held in Febru
543 ties in federal ;:leil-
ment. The Bharatiya Janata is
widely favoured to win the bal-

I-uu_lr%

¢ Bharatiya Janata will

ointly contest the 40 seats
m the state jointly with the

All-India Anna Dravida

Munnetra Kazhajnm , BJP
vice-president Jana shna-

murt toldrcF:n'terl.
DE{IHI ol seat-sharing

would be decided later, Krish-
namurthy said at the end of an

hour-long discussion with
AIADMK

A warm embrace
—at ANC confce

CAPE TOWN, Dec 17; For one

brief moment, President Nelson

Mandela put aside years of bit-
terness and acrimony Tuesday
and embraced his ex-wife Win-

| nie Madikizela-Mandela before

an audience of u:c:!u}ﬂ A
e i ¥ !
elag L)

cheers of apmal from- dele-
tes to the national con-
erence of the African National

ﬁnndn-:ln. 79. had just fin-

ished a more than four-hour
speech in which he made sev-
eral clear references to his ex-
wife as they type of leader the
party should avoid.

As people sang Mandela's
name in praise and clap
rhythmically, Winnie M la
joined a line of ANC officials
waiting to congratulate the par-
ty’'s outgoing president on his

When her time came, W
Handl:lg gﬁnned hrnadly%
flung her arms wildly around

DHAKA TIHURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1997
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bigamy conviction
ve;'t:d to Islam only
AP.

Sri Lanka.

are the other minorities.
refuse to

The Supreme
topher dera, o

wife had

that
AFP.

mosexual

could not alter that outcome.
Three couples in lo

the :})peal

t a Hi
jected their a 5"

MOGADISHU, Dec 17: So-
mali faction leaders cleared the
last obstacle Tuesday to a com-
plicated power-sharing deal
that. if implemented, could
bring the nation back ‘
sources close to the talks said,
reports AP.

Speaking on condition of
anonymity, the sources said
key faction leaders Hussein Al-
did and Ali Mahdi Mohamed
had finally agreed on a figure
for the number of delegates
their factions would send to na-
tional reconciliation confer-
f{]lt;: El F;Ft ml: interim council

a then chose a president
and prime minister.

e faction leaders have
been meeting in Cairo, :
but reporters are
the talks,

The 465-member conference,

| the t gat of
ekin, ool st gl

su to elect a 13-member
in rim'.ﬁ:tﬂdmua] council to
choose nation's future lead-
Ers. | TR

|
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. BEURS;EII:;SHB. lil{:c 17: .T;nd
zec u
Poland on Tucidnylw pro-
tocols for their accession to
NATO, cle the way for
them to join the alliance in
mgl’?rbvidlng oy Ah?pmtnmh

t are
ratified by the parliaments of
the three countries and the ex-

isting 16 NATO countries. The
former Warsaw Pact states will

Bad news for
converted Muslims

COLOMBO: The Sri Lankan Su
a man

se he wanted to marry again, reports

The unanimous juﬁtment by five judges Tuesday does not
affect the rights of Mu nubyhhthtnjhaﬂptuthrgcmm

Muslims make up seven per cent of Sri Lanka's 18 million
population, most of whom are Buddhist. Hindus and Christians

Many men convert to Islam and marry again if their wives
them a divorce. Women in this country usually
Court upheld a lower court order convicting

and sentenced him to 18 mon

compiained that he became a Muslim so he could
marry again without divorcing her.

Homosexual marriages legal?

WELLINGTON: New Zealand's court of appeal today ruled
marriage between homosexual couples is illegal, reports

The full bench of five judges decided unanimously
were barred under the 1955
and that anti-discrimination provisions in

ng-term lesbian relationship launched
Court decision last year which re-
to be legally registered as married.

| Somali faction leaders
clear obstacle in
peace talks

ia. L ! -

Court has upheld a
first wife says he con-

can drag on for years.

ally a Christian, of bi
hard labour. Aqunm

that ho-

act
the bill of rights

Somalia has not had a cen-
tral t since Janu
1991, when President Mohamed
Siad Barre was overthrown by a
coalition of clan-based fac-
tions. The factions subse-
quently turned on each other in
a ferocious battle for turf and
resources.

The reconciliation confer-
ence was to have begun Decem-
ber 20 in the central Somali
town of Baidoa. But sources said
the factions needed more time
to consult, and a new date and
venue would be announced
within 48 hours,

The sources could not be
identified in anyu;y. but in the

past have reported accuratel
on the talks 4

Duri 50 days of talks
s by Egypt and the
Arab League, Aidid, Somalia's
most ul faction leader
and son of the late Gen. Mo-
hamed Farrah Aidid, made a
major concession by renounc-
ing claims to an interim presi-
dency,
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Czech Republic, Hungary,
Poland sign protocols

that the alliance remains open

to other candidate countries.
But unlike at the Madric
Summit in July, when the three
countries were invited to join
NATO, France and IL:P!IHH
Roma-

to have mention
nia and Slovenia's bids in-
cluded in the final text.

At Madrid, NATO to

review their applications in
1999.
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' : = e a for almost 10 . ance's t anniversa
had revealed that Pakistani Mmﬂﬁ“:m ml ml  tl ﬁ:_ these missiles are n to | forgetting the m:gmshp:frm summit in Washington in A;ur'fl Solana said.
1 “ﬁ“ have dﬂﬂﬁ.:fd 2  lamabad has 2 8b g their rival's capabili- | divorce last and Wim;ltc 199}9. 2 = —
. ometres ra issile ties. Mandela's isolation by the n Washington, President . .
which they call the ‘Ghaur" B ChLnaic e The Pentagn how- | mainstream ANC leadership, | Bill Clinton hafled the Clinton to visit
Oehler made these remarks s bidia's “Pakistan.e or  Sver did not refer to the’ including Mandela. as a milestone in "a g-.m.&ﬂ .
l:;oﬂlfg a .plg?tl.lh:tdaan mse Prithel misctlc snd :pmwm ::{'.I‘lhauri.' ;hibt.;h eviden P:hke to defend our shared values and Russia aftcl' Duma
sored - . seems con - advance our common destiny. .
mﬂgﬂmggchiﬂ pulr:rllsﬂh:n mmmﬂft‘mw g::tn has dmlah-,::l. It noted I-INSC Ufges "The entry of Poland, Hun- l'anﬁes START
: ane's De- : 3 Islama two ballis- gary and the Czech Republic
fence Weekly," among several ;ﬁeﬂﬂﬂuhﬂﬁm to “H;tm tic missile systems — the Pak- Afghan t0 seek . | fato the alliance will ‘make WASHINGTON. Dec 17: Pres-
other defence-related publica- sald it was  istani produced Hatf-1 with an - America safer, NATO stronger, ident Bill Clinton said Tus
tions. produced indigenously. 80-kilometre range and a 300- p()l]tlcal and Europe more stable and he will pay a visit to Russia al-
Oehler's comments were Oehler said it was well kilometre-range molie SRBM united.” ton said at a White ter the state Duma ratifies the
peihaps the first that have been known in the intelligence (short-range ballistic missile). Settlement House news conference. START 1I strategic nuclear
made by an ntelli official cdmmunity that "Gha had The said a third mis- | "Now we should be among arms reduction treaty, reports
on Pakistan's "Ghauri" pro- ' been with as- sile, the -2, "was based on UNITED NATIONS, Dec 17: | the first to vote yes for NATO's AFP.
in an open forum. sistance and that.the y two Hatf-1 , but appears to | Unable to find any solution to | historic engagement,” he said, Clinton told a news confer-
It is widely believed that source of technical assistance have been discontinued.” It | the conflict in anistan, the | adding that he would seek the ence that these next meetings in
Oehler, who was a source for was China, which intelligence said, "Pakistan received SRBMs | UN Security Council called | advice and consent of the US Russia with president Boris
several intelligence leaks to reports have sajd has also and associated equipment from | again Tuesday on the Afghans | Senate when congress returns = Yeitsin wiil ce work on
newspa rs like the New York Islamabad with the M-11 China the 1990s," | to seek a political settlement to | in January. the START III treaty that calls
thmewa, ashington Post and:  'missile. | and noted that in 1991 and their years-long crisis, reports Polish” Foreign ' Minister for deeper cuts in both countries
e : Times on Chi- ’l‘al:lnfra h m:fe at the 1993, the U.S. imposed eco- | AP Bronislaw Geremek said join- nuclear warheads.
g:ﬁ ctanla:lestine assistance to ~ Administration’s failure to nomic sanctions, based on U.S. The council also deplored | ing NATO would mean for "We think it would be better
e s I::l 1!1 nuclear weapons stem liferation, especially law, "against both China and '| the "continuing discrimina- and an end to centuries of for me rt:&tn Russia after the
n stic missile pro- China to Pakistan, Iran and Pakistan for China's transfer of | tion" nst women and girls | being a "pawn on the chess Duma START Il because-
Erlmhlvfl“ w?lu cajoled into re- er Middle Eastern countries, M-11 missile-related equip- | by the ban religious move- boarrlﬁ of t politics.” then we can work on START
EII: g by the administration  Oehler said, "I would have to say ment." | ment, which controls most of His :ccﬂ counterpart [IL." Clinton said.
emtm;:'vuud by stories that de-  that we are not on top of the The sanctions were lifted | the country, ressed concern | Jaroslav Sedivy declared: Signed in 1993, the START Il
:upi u? ashington's contention problem. ainst China in 1992 and | over looting of UN food supplies | division of is overcome." H"ﬂg has yet to be ratified 3
il tﬂu mntrﬂy tE-l'_-ij m;l;d - Ht:;?crted th.at‘;lfe are not Iltn X Bﬂghm "China reaffirmed and nut;;l with Eﬂp mnr;cﬂ'n" . The of the the o state Duma,
tran echno even staying even. We are slip- commitment to adhere reports of mass pris- | was accom a reitera-  argues t reductions
equipment in violation of the ping.” - to the MTCR." | Soers of war and cﬂli:tﬁn: tion by NA furdlgz ministers favour the United States.

Mandela makes final speech as leader of ANC

MAFIKENG, South Africa,
Dec 17: Nelson Mandela used
his final! speech as leader of the
African ational Congress
(ANC) to sharply accuse his crit-
ics of political sabotage and
some whites of trying to desta-
bilise the country, reports AP.

Mandela's speech Tuesday —
one of the harshest the 79-
year-old leader of South
Africa's peaceful transition to
black rule — ushered in the
ANC's 50th national confer-
ence, which will elect new lead-
ership and set policies to ¢
the party — and South Africa —
into the next century.

Mandela will remain presi-
dent of South Africa until the
next national election in 1999,
which the ANC is expected to
win.! That would make his
likely successor as party presi-
dent, Thabo Mbeki, tl"vle next
government leader.

On Wednesday, Nelson's ex-
wife, Winnie Madikizela-Man-
dela, faces her last chance to bid
for a top ANC post. Despite op-

Fnsln her political aspira-
ions, Mandela gave his ex-wife
a ]engﬁh}r hug at the end of his
speech-even after vaguely re- .
ferring to her when he criticised
those who seek political posts
for personal gain.

Mandela's unusually caustic
tone Tuesday showed ANC's
sensitivity to mounting criti-
cism from rivals — and even
from some grassroots support-
ers — that it has failed to meet
its goals after 3 1/2 years in
pﬂﬁir' oval f; ' ‘

s ace glistening with
sweat in a stlﬂlngu
Mandela bellowed: "Who in this
country could have done better

than the African. National
Con s?"
is most sti g criticism

was for whites, particularl

Afrikaner descendants of Sou

Africa's Dutch settlers, who

Mandela said maintain a white

supremacist attitude and

the needs of the ’ i
"The leopard has not

changed its spots,” he said of the .

auditorium, -

National Party, which imple-

mented and abolished

apartheid and still represents
rikaners.

"Various elements of the
former rul
working to establish a network
:}}lch would lau;'nfch or Il;iltm'

a camg]gn destabiliza-
tion," said Mandela, who spent
27 yearlﬂdm prison for resisting
a

Their goals, he continued,
include the ANC and
;:I;lng crime w},ﬁm the coun-

He also accused the media of
perpetuating apartheid-era
propaganda at behest of
white bosses. Since his

y

took after the !
' first E-rm election in 1994'
he said, "The bulk of the mass

media in our country has set it-
self up as a force opposed to the

H;:m-governm:nt organisa-
tinn:,mhutlldlnd
ment agencies, also came un
fire. Mandela quoted a 1996 US

group have been

. for personal power.

congressional report as
the US cy for Interna-

tional Development challenged

his nt on issues.
£m¢ of Hande_ik:'z criticism

fell closer to home. He said

some ANC leaders used the

party to further
or became mnuw:mﬂmmmmw:

that drew a loud ; |
When he finished the speech,
using the revnlutlnmngwﬂggcl}
"power to the people.”
o e ANC
clapping r mically, as
hﬂgﬂ'l up to embrace him
in congratulations. as did
Madikizela-Mandela.

In his speech, he made sev-
eral veiled references to his ex-
wife when ur delegates to
avoid those posts

Mandela been isolated by the
mainstream ANC leadership
for breaches of

but may stage a ﬂoordlm
theomL-mtnptmm
for the deputy presidency.

ety
quic s . it
paranoid and a of the ANC
avoiding responsibility for its
fatlures. Transport Minister
Enc Maharaj told jnum:lllfntc;
e expected tes woul

discomforted” by it.

Citing the achievements of
his AN t, Mandela

mil of

His speech set a militant
tone for the conference, which
will see an older generation of

er Jed by Mbek,
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Gathered for "A Royal Evening" benefit at Sotheby's in New York Monday, for The Mentor
Foundation are, from left Prince Dmitri of Yugosla

via, Princess and Prince Henri of

Luxembourg, Queen Noor of Jordan, Queen of Sweden, and Judy Taubman, chairman of
the event. The Mentor Foundation address the issues of sustenance abuse by werking to
reduce demand for drugs among the world's young people

~ APYUNB photo
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