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Cool

Supposedly a good omen for tranquillity in the
hills the CHT peace accord has turned out to be a
precursor of spiralling violence. A few lives have
already been lost in BDR firing and a hundred in-
jured in Khagrachhari. BNP's agitational pro-
gramme bordering on fomentation but ironically
anointed as a political bid to deal with a political
problem and the government's equally resistive
dynamism against it have put the ambiance to a
boil. It is fast dipping into a catch 22 situation. |

In an earlier reaction to the rumblings of trou-
ble we had warned the government against 'dan-
gerous complacency’' over taking things for granted
about public knowledge of the accords detail's. We
advised an educational campaign on the clauses
protecting the interests of both the communities —
plainlanders in the CHT and the tribals. This has
been started by Minister Matia Chowdhury among
the Bengali settlers, so we hear, but obviously so
much more will be have to be done to remove the
public misgivings there.

To the BNP we say the constitutional issues you
have raised about the peace accord can not be re-
solved in the streets; these need to be taken to the
court for adjudication and settlement — that is the
dictate of reason and constitutionalism. But for
reasons, best known to BNP leaders, its Secretary
General and spokesman Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
has lately discounted the possibility of going to the
court adding they would much rather seek a "polit-
ical solution" (whatever that means) to the prob-
lem. But we had expected them to go to the court; for
that would have generated sensible cool-headed
analysis of the terms of the accord as the court gave
its considered verdict over violation of the consti-
tution as alleged by the BNP. Thereby politics could
be elevated to a higher plane. We are disappointed
by BNP's balking at the court option. It is now go-
ing to be a propaganda contest between the two
sides with national interest likely to be fully
swamped by the hype. -

Our suggestions are: distribute re-prints of the
peace accord all over the CHT, go house-to-house
explaining what is there in it for each community
and run media programmes with neutral people in-
terpreting the treaty's various aspects. The whole
idea is to replace propaganda by an elicitation of
public opinion, so that people's involvement is as-
sured in the decision-making process and no trav-
esty of truth can occur.

What Makes it So Tardy?

Over the years the problem ridden labour sector
has remained one of the most delicate, unpre-
dictable and unclear zones in the whole gamut of
industrial relations in Bangladesh. If there is any
particular evil to be singled out as the most power-

curring public sector it is no doubt its lang history
of labour unrest. Yet the past governments practi-
cally did nothing to set things right. What they did
from time to time was crisis management in
essence, characterised by short term bailing out
lagniappes.

Bereft of enlightened leadership and subject to
the temptation of government pampering the CBAs
by and large turned into pockets of vested interest .
Preservation of labour's right which happened to
be the creative impulse behind the idea of collec-
tive bargaining agents took the back seat. National
interest was sacrificed more often than not as
strike calls and other disruptive measures became
the lone indicator of CBA existence.

What amazes one is the tardiness over the idea
of infusing an element of rationality and profes-
sionalism in the concept of CBA. All the past gov-
ernments had to go through the CBA related prob-
lems at different phases of their tenure and all of
them seemed to have found where the shoe exactly
pinched yet all of them preferred to carry this
enormous baggage! We hear the draft Code over
which the labour leaders and Bangladesh Employ-
ers Association have now got involved in a wrangle
went to the Cabinet in 1995. But it was sent back in
the face of the protest of the trade union represen-
tatives who said some of the elements did not have
their approval. How could there be so many loose
ends in an initiative concerning such a vital sector
of our economy?

The recent eruptions of trouble in some of the
industrial hubs which considerably embarrassed
the government have brought country’s intractable
labour sector under focus. Let the government
summon enough political will to bring about the
needed labour reform..

Barbaric

Chan Mia and his wife Renu of Mirzaganj in
Patuakhali received in dreams an injunction to
sacrifice their five-year old only son Hasan and
-drench some fallow plot of land with his blood. In
return they were promised treasure lying buried
under that plot. They did what they were told in
their dreams. But there was no treasure to be found
anywhere. Waking up to their cruel deed they lost
their minds and told neighbours of their crime.
Traumatized, both of them have apparently lost
their power of speech.

As a ready reaction one may be tempted to say
spread of education with strong scientific bias
could stop recurrence of such crimes. But education
and science hardly heal man of superstition and
irrational beliefs leading to harm to others. In a
healthy society there is less chance of such aberra-
tions to take over people's minds: How to build
such a healthy society? If Chan Mia and his wife
were not so much hard up, they would not hanker
after treasure not their own. But what about obey-
1nﬁ and carrying out dream behests? How could we
tell them this i{s against humanity, law and reli-
gion? before the crime? -

One point is indubitably true. Dreams do not ask
the gullible to alau%_llater the local bully or anyone
strong and beyond the power of the dreamer. It is a
measure of a child's weakness and helplessness
| that elders are not chosen by dreams for sacrifice.
Children as well as women must become very gen-

uinely and unfailingly inviolate.
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Minister. This,
ful attenuating factor in the perennially loss tn- {1

‘has been refusing

AKISTAN'S recent
political crisis pitting the
country's President and
the Chief Justice against an
overwhelmingly mandated
Prime Minister is ostensibly
over — at least for the time-
being, although the tremor it
caused would take time to be set
at rest. As both the rivals of the
Prime Minister in the h“tt;f

struggle are out

[ie Tiig Sresimably Al &
mediation by the country's
powerful military, an
embattled Mian Nawaz Sharif
is nﬂm his wound and
busy ating his tenuous
victory. In the meantime, the
baffled Pakistanis, in their ex-
asperation, are still ng the
details of the episode to pin-

int what was it all about. So
ar, the only clue to the stand
off has come from the Prime
Minister himselfl when in a
televised speech to the nation
he spoke of a deep c
against him, his government
and democracy. Indeed, a series
of sl conspiracies, and all
behind-the-scene, have been the
hallmark of Pakistan's politics
ever since the country came
into . The t one — if
it is proved to be a case of con-
spiracy — is obviously the latest
in the series and of a different
kind after having exhausted all
other varieties ol it.

Fifty years ago when Pak-
istan — comprised of Muslim
majority areas of British India
.qim-ntcd ﬂy over one thousand
miles of alien territory — was
created, by all :
a novel experiment in the his-
tory of nation state-building.
But it lacked both political re-
sources and earnestness to at-
the Herculean task. In-

O v e e,
cra u ook u
themselves the t.uz of fmn{lﬁg
the state

nation's founding father., who
had a dictatorial disposition,
was himself a hurdle for the
growth of democratic institu-

tion. Not only he neglected the
democratic norms used to
appoint, in his i way,

e ministers office

bearers without even consulting
the Parliament or the Prime

right from the

chronic power s between
them with each to g{n
upperhand over another. -

HEN students take on
the role of
revolutionaries.
chances are that they become
Bermnncntljr addicted to the
igh levels of adrenaline
required to topple
establishments and f{uel
olitical movements. After
at, it becomes understandably
som of an anti-climax to
go back to the mundane pursuit
of education in an everyday
world that is not constantly in a
dramatic state of conflict,
requiring heroes and martyrs.

In Bangladesh, where his-
torical and tical forces have
created a volatile people, ti-
cal parties have spec ex-
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Sir; In last 25 years when the
authority concerned in India
to issue a sin-
gle sheet of registration form to
register our relatively good
quality pharmaceutic rod-
ucts, we have recently alfowed
Indian pharma companies to
register and market hundreds

of their low quality icts in

one go, only to des our or-
ganised p ‘indus- -
try sector.

How our Drug Administra-
tion, which runs on our com-
mon tax money, could
allow such an act to happen by
putting our local pharma indus-
tries' existence in j

To our utter su we no-
ticed that our vocal press
has also missed this vital na-
tional issue.

We have a pharma industry
association, whose prime re-
sponsibility is to protect the
basic interest of local industry.
But, aurprlnl:}gli; enough, the
key leaders of the association
opted to remain mute, probably
to swap this act of grave na-
tional damage with their own
petty gains.

The heroes of 1980 contro-
versial Drug Policy, which later
forced multinational pharma
Em to dcurﬂl from

en masse, also re-
mained silent over this naked
invasion of Indian pharma in-
dustries in Bangladesh.

All Sadekin
345 East Rampura, Dhaka

Dhaka traffic

Sir, It seems a very wonder-
ful idea that people "up there”
have decided to str ine the
traffic problems in our fair city.
And making Motijheel a rick-
shaw-free zone is simply the tip
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Pakistan's Intra-government Power Struggle

The bqffled Pakistanis, in their exasperation, are still piecing

| -

pinpoint what was it all about.

istan's entire political history
is characterised by this phe-
nomenon.

When Jinnah died a lonely
man only after a year of his
country's creation, Liagat Ali
Khan who never liked his
overassertive boss decided to
lﬁpoint a pliable Governor-

and Nazimuddin
was an choice for the slot.
But unfortunately the Prime
Minister, henceforth the real
head of the ment could
not rise to the heigh
assert the supremacy of democ-
racy over the bureaucracy
which surreptitiously infil-
trated into the country's top de-
cision-making process. How-
ever, after his assassination in
1951 he was succeeded by Khaza
Nazim Uddin — a still more
weak Prime Minister — to make
way for an ambitious Finance
glmlter ttllilll:uln.m gthh}:mmnd
climb power
structure. Mﬁl these ap-
pointments and the way they
were made were illegal and un-
democratic, the CA — the so-
called parliament — un-
ratified those unlaw-
ful actions without any debate
or discussion thus throwing all
rules, conventions and prac-
tices of democracy to wind.
Once saddled to his throne, the
new governor general — for-
merly a civil servant, having no
idea of parliamentary democ-
racy, began to behave like a
British viceroy of colonial
time.

This portended a period of

. -.r. M'

tween two ensued. Such rift,
when it was combined with dia-
bolical in and manipula-
tions of Ghulam Muhammad
pla havoc mué t.tlp;:e budding
process of the country.

e bureaucra under I"ﬂ
leadership unrecorded
::li"t 'I:ﬂ.;lp e itlne hhu-
ans smissing aza
Nazim U&I:In and his cabinet in
1953 after two years of bicker-
ing over power-sharing between
the two. But none, not even the
parliament, Prulutad against
the action. In the same high
handed manner Mohammad
Ali of a was pitchforked
from Was and installed
in Prime Minister's office al-
though he was neither a mem-
ber of the t nor the
Leader of Muslim par-

liamentary . Mo d
Ali was mﬁ:%u Minister
for limited purposes and to

- serve his benefactor blindly.

Once those were
served and thmnuhlp
grew sour, he was unceremoni-

- ously-bundied ‘back to'his old
Ellm:m: that inanother |
are., move : Ghulam. -
‘ and . Muhammad dissolved: the
- subsequently resulted in a

iabelical

Constituent Assem-
bly with an a nod from
both civil mili bureau-
cracy. His consolidation of

power was now almost complete
with the backing of bureau-
cracy, industrialists, commer-
cial and the landlords
of the Punjab and Sind. He
needed support only from a
volatile East and NWFP.
While he su in drafting
Khan Sahib of NWFP in his cab-
inet, in a shrewd political ma-
noeuvre he could also drive a

between Suhra and
Fazlul Huq in East Bengal A
bitter competition between the
two resulted in a new power

equation in which Chowdhury
Muhammad All became the new

Prime Minister with the sup-
port of Fazlul Huq.

Chowdhury Muhammad Ali
was democratically elected
leader of the coalition party
and was one able to give a con-
stitution to the country iIn
March 1956. He succeeded in
cleaning up much of the mess-
up created by the previous
regimes under hulam
Muhammad and being
civil servant he also was well
aware of the bureaucratic

tricks. He was a well meaning

n and his collision course
with Ghulam Muhammad was
inevitable. but this time the lat-

a former

the details of the episode to

(1o Traming of Dhieh B pisce
t aming ic
a significant role. When E:E
came Prime Minister with 12 of
his party members in the par-
liament of 80, he had to heavily
depend on blican y.
loyal to Mirza. was
a politician of stature and made
an impression both at home
and abroad during his premier-
ship. The bureaucracy whose
wings were already clipped in
the previous regime was kept
under his tight leash. These
caused anxiety for Mirza who
wanted to have only a sub-
servient Prime inister,
Suhrawardy planned the coun-
s general election in 1959.
e semi-feudal lords, the bu-
reaucrats and the industrial-
ists, fearful of an adverse

mﬂ of election on them,
up behind the President to
oust Suhrawardy.
With Suhrawardy out of the
ring the stage was now set for
crushing the country's political
forces in a final decisive blow.
Ayub Khan had been waiting in
wings since 1953 when he was
inducted by Ghulam Muham-

mad In the Cabinet as Defence
Minister. He was sufficiently

ter was on the defensive In a
lubI:.i: move, soon the old de-
crepit governor-general was
eased out of his oﬁlcc. The new
Prime Minister. however, made
his faux pas when he a ted
Infamous General [skander
Mirza, a master intriguer, the
country’s President under 1956
constitution. He soon turned
his presidential palace into a
hot of intrigues with a view
to acquiring absolute wer.
This inevitably brought him in
clash with his Prime Minister.
He persuaded Khan Sahib to
float his n:ﬂuhlh:an pll"l& to
counter Muslim League in West
Pakistan which was the Prime
Minister's main support base.
As the Republican party ﬂw in
strength under the President's
direct patronage, the Prime
Minister's position became un-
tenable. In less than a year
Chowdhury Muhammad Ali
made his exit in September
1956.

In his strategy to discredit
the politicians and thus seal the
ﬂ)litical future of the country,

irza's next plot was to appoint

+ Suhrawardy the' next Prime
Minister.” Eatler,”
Muhammad roped Kifi in &s
law minister in the cabirnét of '
‘of ''Bogra. -

Ghulam

glu]:mmmad’ agrréed
uhra to Mirza's
offer hoping that he would be
able to deliver now within the

oomed for er politics b

th Ghulampﬁzhngiumnd mg
Iskander Mirza. While a carica-
ture of entry and exit of a few
more cabinets went on Ayub
Khan tn%cl.hﬂ' with Mirza was
busy put lni:hcir game plan in
action. In the emerging
cal vacuum only months
the scheduled first-ever eral
election as well as his retire-
ment in early 1959 he found it
most opportune time to strike
in 1958. Thus ended the
formative first decade of Pak-
istan in an ignominy which the

nation could never wash off its

face.
Pakistan's political failure
only after a decade of its exper-

imentation cannot, however. be

attributed to conspiracy alone.
There are historical as well as
soclo-political factors which
made Pakistan's transition
from a feudal entity to a modern
democracy a difficult
proposition. During the colo-
nial period the British nour-
ished only the regulated presi-
dencies of India i.e. Bengal,
Bombay and Madras, the earli-

€sl British; possession in the

subcontinem ! for democrac

semi-feudal system in the west-

‘ern region having the least ex-

Hosun: to British rule the people
ving there were not considered
even for the grant of fundamen-

‘and rule ofblaw. In a medieval. -

tal rights. The provinces now
constituting Pakistan were
non-regulation provinces up to
1921 all powers — execu-
tive, magisterial and judicial
were concentrated in the hands
to Deputy Commissioners
whereas the presidency like
Bengal was a Regulation
province where the ts of the
citizens were strictly defined
and restrictions were im

on authorities. In this socio-
political milieu which ils
till now the politics in Pakistan
is the preserve of feudal elite
comprised of more or less 300
families. Thro blood ties,
marriage and business

dominate the military, the bu-
reaucracy and the t.
There is not much Wrban
middle-class considered essen-
tial for parliamentary democ-

racy.
zuw after three decades of
military rule with a 5-year in-
terregnum of Bhutto period
when the democratic chapter
was reopernied in Pakistan soon
after Ziaul Haq's death the oid
syndromes of intriguing power
struggles also re-surfaced in
their most graphic forms. Since
1988, power has been divided
among the President, Prime
Minister and the Military.
While the military shared
power and had roles in politics
since the early days Pak-
istan. the arrangements had
now been formalised in the
power sharing b
troika’. Tensions él‘l"ﬂ!‘l‘l the
three, however, have led to nine
changes of ment and four
elections. No elected leader
from Junejo onward could
complete a full term in office.
The relationship between the
Fresident and Prime Minister
were most acrimonious d
all the . Parliament
the office of the Prime Minister
was made subservient to a Pres-
idency st during Zia
period. That meant that in the
ultimate decision-making the
Prime Minister, the so-called
leader of the people, was not
supreme. He was always
hemmed in by the advice of the
Army chief on the one hand and
by the President on the other.

The Army chief always spoke
for a supposed consensus
among the officer co of the
Army while the President, in a
loose sense, reflected the con-
sensus to the civilian part of the
bureaucracy. It is thus clear
that so-called democracy in
Pakistan had so far been
straight-jacketed by civil-mili-
tary bureaucracy through the
institution of troika. Since the
600
hind

generals commandin
thousand rifles stood

the President and the bureau.,.
:racx.ncajcmc},%lm. t lﬂ!ﬂ“:n

dents from Ghulam [lhqq to.
Leghari could act and

Far
send eélected representatives of
the people home unceremoni-

nuu'![v. :
owever, Sharif's return to

We accept “campus violence” and silently suffer having our educational institutions held
hostage to the will of the s_tudent activists, who are manipulated by our politicos

ploited the easily heated blood
of the country's student com-
munity in attaining their goals.
and have applauded the role of
student activists to the point of
mythologizing them. One can
:Eaﬂiif ncgltgﬁ:ﬁ;:dthat it is
or this group to

exc bullets for hnuksgnd
to step down from becoming
tential legends into the bor-
business of tu them-
selves into the essential ingre-
dients to form the boringly
solid foundation of what could
have been a smoothly function-

- country as

POSTSCRIPT

Neeman A Sobhan

ing society.

No one understands the
workings of the student mind
better than our unscrupulous
political es, that continue
unabated in their criminal pol-
icy of uslnﬁntﬂhre youth of the

cannon fodder,

mere mercenary soldiers in
their battle for power. As a na-

tion, it takes very little for us to
be riled up, yet how sad that
when it comes to our children
bcin%jmisled by the pied pipers
of politics, we are not outraged
enough to do something about

it!

We accept “campus violence”
and silently suffer having our
educational institutions held

o

of the iceberg. The December
5th editorial, Rickshaw-free
Motijheel also included some
very eflective pointers. It is true
that not letting rickshaws move
in a certain area simply clogs
up thentherarunwngth:::-
cess vehicles. And if the au-

thorities start rourhding up the
" illegal rickshaws, t :np the

it "undemocratic
brutality”. |

How funny this whole idea
is. We have no idea what democ-
racy truly is, but when some-
thing is not to our liking, then
we simply call it undemocratic.
So the only thing the authori-
ties can do at

tematically and without no-

and "police

tice collect the illegal rick- .

shaws and dispose of them,

tly. But today I am

to draw attention to

a slightly different topic. At a
junction it is always seen that

the vehicles that want to tum to
the right are awai
treme left-hand
versa. This interrupts the other
vehicles wanting to go to the
other directions. But there is
nothing they can do but wait.

At the entrance of Canton-
ment, from the Old Airport end,
we see a remarkable system.
There is a barricade placed in
such a way that the vehicles
wanting to go straight can use
that side of the road, whereas
others can continue using the

right hand road. Maybe people

at the ex-

relm.ﬂhle should take a note
-of :

Masroor Ahmed Deepalk
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Beyond expectations

Sir, To err is a birth right but
unfortunately some errors are
totally unpardonable.

On the 28th of November, I

.
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e moment is

and vice

a ared for the North South

niversity Admission Test. Af-
ter the examination, I came
across a brochure on the uni-
versity’'s English Department.
This is what the brochure says
about their Pre-English Pro-

gramme:

“These courses are of 48

"hours duration and are sched-

uled in the early evenings so
those in the labor force can take
advantage of them."”

This looks like a run-on sen-
tence to me. The first sentence
should have ended with
‘evenings’ and the second one
should have begun with 'So,
those ...". What [ find particu-
larly ironic, is that one of the
invigilators in the examination
hall had repeatedly said that,
“There are no miséake?i in the
question paper and so don't t
to find thEmEF 4

These are mistakes which
are never from the De-
to ish of any uni-
versity. The only thing it
achieves is a tarni i dff |
hope that in future, the editors
will make it a point to elimi-
nate such errors.

An Admission Seeker
Dhaka

| ment has not e

The house-rent
dilemma
Sir, According to the gov-

ernment order regarding the
implementation of the 5th Na-
tional Pay Scale, the govern-
ment employees will be paid the
house-rent 'drawn’ in June,
1997 unchanged for the next
two years. under-
s s that if the new scale was
not announced, the employees
would get two yearly incre-.
ments in their basic pay at the
rates of their former scales and

also the house-rent would In-
crease twice in the two

~ We realise that the govern-
to

pay the over eight lakhn:ﬁw—‘

ees the benefit of both enhanced

basic pay and the house-rent

just now. But can the govern-

ment the employees of
their incremental benefit in the
house-rent for long two years?
Is there any such financial
rules to withhold the increment
(in house-rent) for two years
(except disciplinary measures)?

On what basis the govern-
ment has declared such an un-
lawful and unjustified method
of implementing the pay scale?
| suggest that the government
should replace the word 'drawn’
by the term 'at the scale’ mean-
ing that the employees will get
incremental benefit in H‘It
house-rent at their respective
scales of the 4th National Pay
Scale for the stipulated two

years.

If the ment fails to
review, a question will arise it
actually decreasing the salary
in the name of increasing.

MAS Molla
Member, BAAS
Dhaka

——
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hostage to the will of the student

‘activists, who are manipulated

by our politicos. We and our
politicians would like to think
of these students as anonymous
statistics in the newspapers.
}':tl, Iﬂmt : fa::elml 'Ca]hntrn'
oolis ayin itical cops
and ro b:rsp ﬁuﬂ%hpﬂ ades _IiJn
the campus halls, is still our
offspring, our responslhlllti
and the nation's most valuab

resource. Admittedly, of course,
they are also the spoilt brats of

the political  parti who
nurture them then use as
human machines of

destruction, and it is tempting
to pass them off as the respon-
sibility of those who breed
them. But allowing our political
parties to continue to
our students is equivalent to

setting up a time bomb that is
not only slowly ticking to blow
up our entire educational cul-
ture and its infrastructure in

"our face, but that will eventu-
ally destroy

all of us.
In a surprisingly resigned

way we are all aware of this,

and realize that without a well
educated, socially stable and

. motivated generation of young

gitizens, we face an apocalyptic
future. And yet we are not
to protest this unaccept-

pushed
“able situation. We listen to our

s who are themselves

nsible for this scenario,

lip service to the need to re-

ss the situation, but we do

not feel strongly enough about
it to force the issue.

When children go into the
slavery of the unscru s few,
it shackles and emasculates the
generation before and the gen-
eration to come. The country is

ng into the paws of a suici-
dal class, including not just the
country’s l1‘i"t:n.m,g but also their
short sighted and unethical
puppet masters, who willfully
use to see that Democracy is
not about revolutions, hartals,
and street politics but about
consentaneous and harmonious
community living.

It is suicidal on our too.
to merely wish the students to
stop in their self-destructive
course, or to urge the govern-
ment do something

about it. We

reduces, regu

student participation in poli-

tics. Any education policy must
o hand-in-hand with one that
orces the neutrality of the stu-

dent body. We must keep our

so-called~

"s0 t':ﬁ“#

y with

power early this year with an
overwhelming majority gave
rise to new problems in the
power equation particularly
when his parliament legislated
13th amendment in the consti-
tution taking away the presi-
dential power to dismiss the

t and the assemblies.
ﬁe President seemed to take
the development somewhat

grudgingly and the vested
interests perhaps did not take
in good grace the enhanced
stature of the Prime Minister.
Notwithstanding, the scra

of the 8th Amendment C
gave the President his wide dis-
cretionary power, the Presiden-
t's equation in the estab-
lishment remained

as an independent centre of
power under the ar-
rangements. President
continued to act like an execu-

tive President treating himself
as moral and litical arbiter
of the nation. He still consid-

ered the Prime Minister and the
assemblies only a junior part-
ner in the structure. The
same goes for the influence and
prestige of the Army chief. In
spite of the military's frequent
avowals of being only a subor-
dinate component of the gov-
ernment. the generals are, by
all indications, fond of exercis-
ing influence and and en-
joying perks and privileges
without rcspunaihiiitz.

In the past when the Execu-
tive and Legislature bitterly
fought each other for domina-
tion, and the Executive with the
backing of the Army, bureau-
cracy and business magnets
ﬂ to denude thtthe . ure of

power — it was '
which made all efforts ul;ldiciar{
balance between the two. With

their pragmatic jud ts. the
judges fun:i::l utive to

what it -
= R
a bizarre of events
even the involved
in the brawl ai the first

i s ! et
s
tution. It is an irony that a rou-
tine matter of the agpolnmmnt
of the judges could snowball
into a big issue bringing
tion to the brink. The political
motive behind the issue became
evident when the President
sided with the Chief Justice
:fa.tmt an embarrassed Prime
inister who in any case
backed down from his stand.
The crisis that brewed up in
Pakistan in the highest eche-
lons of its government was
quite in keeping with the coun-
try's past legacies. Over the in-
volvement of the Judiciary in
the fray another u dimen-
sion has been added to the
chronic problem. Even in the
future there are few chances for
improvement in the situation

unless the fundamental contra-
wlf fan's polity are

O&Pﬂﬁn

f r EE=
I:ﬁuﬁfl’.ﬁﬁm media-
tion, if any, from whichever
quarter it may be — has put
a lid over the cauldron rd-

the nation a temporary re-
m&um the agony.

A Study in Grey: Our Students and Politics

students out of politics, or say
to our future.

To start with, we could try to
at least the process of
crea a socially responsible
cadre of students who partici-
pate in the constructive and not
the destructive aspect of the
civic life of the nation. Educa-
tion is not just about academic
accouterments but also about

our young some values
about life, and for their
world. Unless we them to
learn we will have on our hands
a truly untutored and unruly
mob.

To side track a little, in
avoll the campulsocy pilitary
a comp
con . have started to
an equal time in civil service
and voluntary work. The stu-
dents [ have s to, all feel a
great sense of achievement and
involvement in g commu-
nilz_ service work. Wistfully
an perhaps, | think it
would be a great idea, if we could
part of the Italian student
Flﬂ.n. in our country. If we could
orce all our university stu-
dents, u;nd thﬂa:hei wlim are
presently wasting r lives in
campus tics and violence, to

by law to complete a
certain period of time in service
to the community and nation,
we could, in a sense be fighting
fire with fire.

In Italy, students have to do
social service, like

g

as museums, hospi-
tﬂm slums, running
soup kitchens and refugee or
rehabilitation centers, any-

that makes them feel a
part of the vast network of hu-
manity that makes up the
community, and makes them
value their role in nurturing it.

In B.m particularly
one can of

the million

of community
achieve. An in-
stitutionalized civil corps of

rl.'l:m-h it better, and to teach
their eiders what democracy is

really about



