THE NAME MOST TRUSTED

PROPERTY

i f] DEVELOPMENT LTD

VOL. VII_NO. 323

US for greater
ties with South

Asia including
Bangladesh

WASHINGTON. Dec 17: Pres-
ident Bill Clinton said on Tues-
:ht{n he will visit M:e and Pak-
stan next their po-
litical m hopes of
improving ties between the two
countries, reports AFP.

"What I'm trying to do is to

constructive relation-
ships with both of them and
hope that they will have con-
structive relationships with
each other,” Clinton told a press
conference.

The White House has
Clinton's trip — originally
scheduled for February — be-

cause of India's mid-term elec-
tions, which were ordered after
the coalition government was
last month. :
t the President insisted

the trip was still on for 1998,
“There are difficulties in
each country which make it
difficult for us to resolve every-
thing and to have every kind of

relnlimdud like to have..
But I still m'thntuﬂ:
year,” he said.

*The Unlted ?Stntu has an
enormous national interest in

having greater positive in-
vuhrmltr with all of South
Asia, with 'India, with Pak-
istan, with Bangildu.-:lh the
other m in the reglon

Cabinet okays
steps to identify
~Children of
freedom fighters

pétpulel for Selchian oF 3 BrS.
a
cess 1o identify the children of
freedom fighters, wpurtsBSS

Tlnlmmnl
meeting held at the s Office

on Menday with Pﬂmc Hlnlu—
ter Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

The also a

to amend the "Interna-

tional Centre for Diarrhoeal
Diseases, Bangladesh,
(ICDDR.B) Ordinance, 1978."

The cabinet was apprised of
the discussions in the Aid
Group meeting held in the city
fram November 4 to 5.

80 die af Kazakh

plane crashes

D;JBdA] 'dD:h 17: At least 80
people die €n a passenger
lane on a flight frgm Kaza-

: mdc crashed on Mahm y in
the desert near S Airport
in the United Arahh?nﬂram. an
:1; rt source said, reports

The plane, a Russian-built
Tupolevaqtr was carrying 77

assengers and nine crew mem-
Ecrl the source said.

An official at the airport
confirmed that a plane belong-
ing to Tajlkiutan airlines
crashed around 12 kilometres
(seven miles) from the airport,
but did not say if there were any
victims.

TOMORROW

sandhani National Eye Donation
Soclety (SNEDS) is a pioneer in
Bangladesh in the field of
posthumous eye donations. Since
its inception in 1984 it has been
able to obtain pledges from more
than 25.000 people for posthumonus
eye donation. So far 980 comeas
have been extracted of which 901

were successfully grafted. Read this
week's Cover Story entitled "Gift

Your Sight (Sandhani Eye Donation
Society)."

Inside Today

Article

Pakistan's Intra-
government

Power Struggle

Column: Perspectives
by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul
Hafiz

Supplements

Today's issue of The
Baily Star contains a 4-
page supplement on
Participatory Water
Man t in
Bangladesh on Pages
13-16 and a 2-page
supplement on
| National Day of
Bhutan on
Pages 18 & 19
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Police baton teachers, students
| 1n . presence of Home Minister

PDUSH 4 1404 BS,
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Police using the shield and the baton on a girl student at the Dairy Farm Gate of the JU

yesterday. The photo was taken by Ms Rehnuma Ahmed, a JU teacher who was also
injured in I:hl police action.
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Renewed pledge, fest1V1ty

mark Victory Day

The nation celebrated the
26th anniver of Victory
Day on with a renewed

ledge to whuld the spirit of
Elbenum ar and materialise

~ On December 16; ID‘?I the
le of Bangladesh achieved
Aafter a nine-month
war nst the Pak-

forces. Some

of Muktibahini and the Eastern
Command of the Indian Army
in the city.

From day break on Tuesday,
people in their thousands
thronged the National Memo-
rial at Savar to lay wreaths In

to the freedom fighters
who sacrificed their lives for
Eﬂ;pcndence of the mother-

The capital wore a festive

L

ey

By Staff Correspondent

look with its air filled with j aﬁ(
and merriment. People from
strata of life hopped from one
place of festivity to another all
day long. Youngsters along with
their guardians also came out
on the city streets to take part
in the programmes amid great
joy euphoria.

President Justice Shaha
buddin Ahmed placed wreaths
al the Hattuml Memorial at
around 6:40 ii’ the morning,
followed by Prime thl:ttr
Sheikh Ha,ulna The Prime
Minister also garlanded the
portrait of the Father of the Na-
tion Bm;mhu Sheikh Mu-
ibur at hu

emorial Museum at Dhan-
mondi in the city.

Leader of thm"tm" in
Jatiya Sangsad NP Chair-
Berl-un BEﬁum Khaleda Zia,
anked by her party colleagues,
laced wreaths at National
emorial at around 10:30 am.

'.'.H.‘
.......

Different political parties
including Awami Le e, BNP,
Jatiya Party, JSD, Gano Forum.
Workers Party and CPB also

laced wreaths at the National
emorial.

An impressive march past
V{) the Army., Police, Ansars,
P and ulhcr forces at the Na-
tional Parade Square at Sher-e-

in the city was on
of n at tions of the
Vic s . The
President took salute at the
march past. The Prime Minis-
ter, her cabinet colleagues, high

civil and military officials and
diplomats witnessed the march

past.

Various socio-cultural and
political organisations organ-

ised cultural ammes at
different in city. Rul-
ing Awami ¢ and opposi-
tion BNP brought out separate

victory processions in the city

Jubliant youtha hruught out a cnlnurful pruu:eaumn in the city on the V:cbury Dajr

yrsterday on the mﬂun

DHAKA THURSDAY DECEMBER 18, 1997 S

By JU Cmmpondent

At least 200 students and 11
teachers of J Uni-
versity (JU) were injured when
riot police indiscriminately
fired rubber bullets and tear gas -
shells and used batons on hun-

on the stu-
o Al St . Dot
even st ts and
female teachers. About 450 ba-
ton-swinging policemen also
used their hoots freely during
the action, witnesses said.
The Humc Minister went
ding to demands of
th: st ta to assure arrest
unishment of the ns
Imru ved in a December 11 at-

- tack on a JU bus which left at

least 50 students injured.
Transport workers made the at-
tack at Amin Bazar near the
city.

The Syndicate of illU at an

chaired
Vicergl:wyanuﬂormgﬁni Amirul H—
lam Chowdhury, condemned
the action on the "peace-
ful gathering of students on the
main entrance of the campus
See Page 12 Col 3

dawned with
service to

humanity

By Nazmul Ashraf, back
from Raipura
The Vict Day appeared
with a diﬂ'u::-lym ﬁ:g thg
of Paratoli, a remote C
Raipura thana of Narsingdi dis-
trict.
They had a mobile hospital
:: their doorstep on the bank of

the tln]r dawned,
'lng 'tm E:Hm

ground where the
ﬂ'ﬂlﬂl

never seen so man big
doctors together in the Char
where a quack is seldom seen”,
commented Halim Mia, 55, a
heart patient. Halim is
those Char who
never afford to see an MBBS
doctor in the thana headquar-
ters, not to speak of a spe-

cialised physician in a big city
See Page 12 Col 7
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2 US oil cos quit
-bidding, talks

with another
fall flat

Star Report

US Oil companies Chevron-
Texaco apparently quit the oil
and gas exploration block bid-
ding on Sunday following a
very short discussion with the
Negotiation Committee of the
Energy Minist

Besides, scussion with
US company Union Texas
ended without any result yes-
terday. .

Chevron-Texaco had jointl
submitted a proposal for Bloc
9, but were not invited for any
negotiation.till last week.

Sources concerned said that
the Negotiation Committee
asked evron-Texaco repre-

ttee compris-

ing four secretaries.

After this, executives of the
companies left the negotia-
tions. Most of the 12 persons
who came for the negotiations
representing the 'joint venture'
left the country on Sunday, the
sources said.

When contacted, a local rep-
resentative of the joint venture
declined to comment on the is-
sue.

Yesterday, the negotiators
told the Union Texas represen-
tatives that their proposals for
blocks 9 and 10 were not up to
the mark but were being re-
evaluated. The oil company
representatives were also told
that they might be contacted in
future.

Tullow, having an annual
turnover of 5.8 million Irish
pounds, was offered Block 9 on
the first day of negotiations
which began on October 22.

Tullow's proposal for this
most sought after block was to
drill 10 wells in the initial ex-

See Page 12 Col 8

Where V-Day DSE Council: 16 bow

out of race finally

[ 4

After a week-long wrangling.
mighty stock dealers reached a
“compromise”, choosing 12
members for the 18-seat poli-
Council for the
Dhaka Stock Exchange. The
deal, which came following in-
tervention from politicians,
business leaders and other
power brokers, forced 16 others
out of the race.

The 16 who failed to pass

through the “compromise”
l‘u_r_mql_a:_ formally
Jute godown

gutted

NARAYANGANJ, Dec 17: A
huge quantity of raw jute were

ed on Sunday when a fire
E:“dlt out in Jamal Jute Baling

g::fan‘ at Nabiganl undcr
Firemen from Bandar, Ha
j and Nnrgyarganj hru
hlu: under control a
thr:: hours of fighting.

" to him to

By Toufique Imrose Khalidi

“communicated their decision
to retire from contesting the
Council election” yesterda and
were not all that ha

of them, reached by ‘Fﬁt [laily
Star, called the whﬂle exercise
"an interference by the top po-
litical authority”,

Dr S A Malek, Political Ad-
viser to the Prime Minister,
whose name was implicated de-
nied his involvement. “Why
should I interfere? I am not a
broker,” he told The Daily Star.
Pat he admitted he met leaders
of the two groups who had gone
the issue.

Today's election, which will
still go on as a formality, is the
first after the DSE had adopted
changes to its articles to draw a
line between policymaking and
man ent. The new Council
will appoint the first chief ex-
ecutive officer and carry for-
ward the crucially-important
automation work for which the

bourse has been blamed by the
See Page 12 Col 5

Industrialist sued as

two cheques bounce

By Staff Correspondent

The IFIC Bank has filed a
criminal case against Moham-
mad Ali, a former BNP member
of parliament and an Industri-
ali issuing ues which
were dishonoured for lack of
funds.

The Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's court has fixed
January 4 for framing of charge
in the case.

Ali, who is a loan defaulter

1| with five banks for Tk 122

Some 56 per cent of
deshi ::hﬂ:htn under five
from "moderate and severe
malnutrition” and 21 per cent
of them are "severely under-

weight”, according to UNICEF's
report, "State of World Chil-
dren in 1998",

It also reveals that lack of
food is not the main cause of
malnutrition in Bangladesh
Lack of proper care of children
and pre?lant women is an im-

ty million ple in-
clud!ng more than 20 million
children lack adequate nutri-
tion,” said officer-in-charge of
the UNICEF in Bangl Dr
Aung Tun Thet at a con-
ference in the city yesterday.

By Staff Correspondent

He said that malnutrition
was responsible for more than
half of all child deaths.

gd over 700 children
t:lu': in angladuh mostly due
to malnutrition.

Dr Tun Thet noted that
Bangladesh would gain billions
of dollars in inecreased produc-
tivity and revenue if adequate
investment is made in nutri-
tion and health programmes.

“This is a matter of much
more than money alone — the

ogress of the nations needs to

g;jtﬂgudhymenﬂ
nutrition of their peoples

and

cially the protection aﬂardcaxm

the growing minds and bodies
of their c en.” he said.

The press conference was

also addressed by Gazl Shamsul
Alam, Member of Planning
Enr;lhnunian
e UNICEF r this

focuses on nutﬂtmich ﬂ
worldwide challenge and which
has not been prioritised by dif-
ferent nations yet.

The report says that more
than 70 per cent of the pregnant
and breast-feeding women are
also malnourished.

The State of the World Chil-
dren report identified iron defi-
ciency anaemia as the most

revalent nutritional problem
n the world. Progress in reduc-
ing its prevalence and impact
had been slower than expected,
it added.

Recognising that malnutri-

tion was hinderi

Malnutrition biggest child killer

national
devel adesh has
formulated a na
tion policy and launched a na-
tionwide nutrition interven-
tion programme.

The Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, with the assis-
tance of the Bangladesh Rural
Advancement Committee
(BRAC) has established nearly
1000 community nutrition
centres coveri 5,000 chil-

dren and lﬂ ant or
lactating !
The repnrt noted that

Bangladesh had been one of
those Vitamin A dd'iﬂent coun-
tries which “mv ldl.‘:lnll—
tered high-dose Vitamin cap-
sules to children in 1966,

~Star photo

onal nutri-

crore, had two cheques for
Tk 2.78 crore to IFIC as 10 per

U-13 cricketers
lift title in
West Bengal

Bangladesh emerged un-

beaten ch in the all-
Bengal Sub-junier Cricket
tournament trouncing

Agragami Cricket Coaching

Centre nine wickets in the

final at S Dada Bhai

ground yesterday, UNB.
The promising

players scored a record

. ‘ in the Indian under-13 meet

all six matches.
in to bat, Shiliguri

See Page 12 Col 7

Sen

cent down payment of his loan
to reschedule it.

But when the bank sent the
cheques for encashment, those
were dishonoured.

Later. IFIC Bank filed a
complaint case with the CMM's
court against Mohammad Ali
on 19.

The bank also filed a Title
Suit with Artha Rin Adalat

AB Vegetable Oil Indus-
Ltd on July 7 to realise the
defaulting loans from him.

In addition, the bank has
instructed its Iegal adviser to
file another Title Suit against
Ali for recovery of term loan li-
ability. The suit is likely to be
filed lmmcdiately on reopening
of the Civil Court after winter
vacation.

IFIC Bank had sanctioned
Tk 11 crore loan to Mohammad
Ali for purchase of shares. This
was done in violation of bank-
ing rules. Ali had neither men-
tioned the reason for taking
loan nor did he mention any
loan amount in his application.
Thr.r loan was sanctioned before

necessary collateral or

cumla eting documentation for

which a Bangladesh

Bank [BB] investigation had re-
vealed.

See Page 12 Col 8

EU to review ban on fish
export next month

By Staff Correspondent

Officials of the European
Union nr:hcx ted to mbln
next month its tem
on export of B-nﬂ;ggl:lzwn
fish to EU mem countries,
sources concerned said.

A lhree-memb-cr EU team

sterday eted its T*dl

t.lnn nf the fish proc
cnnu'nl

lntl and qualit
I rlturiu in Khulna and

Chittagong, officials said. The
team will sit today with fish-
eries officials in to dis-
cuss ty control arrange-
ments in the country.

The EU Vi Commit -
tee is to

e =335
AT R

Owners of the fish process-
um plants are optlmlltir about
I of the ban. "We are o u-
mlltk: about tion of

to the EU countries fmm
middle of February,” Amjad
Hossain, managing director of
Lockpur Fish Processing Plant
at Khuina told this r:nrre:pon
dent over

Hossain, one of thae mqbo
fish exporters with a Tk 2
crore annual turnover claimed
that a member of the inspect
team told him, "Your's is a
excellent plant.” alnt
spent more than Tk 2 crore for
renovation works in the last
three months. This is one of the
six plants which the govern-

See Page 12 Col 6
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Mustafizur
Rahman
new army

chief

Major General Muhammad

Mustafizur Rahman, Bir
Bikram, ndc, psc, C, has been
appumt:d Chief of Army Staff,
with effect from Decem 24,
accord to a notification is-
sued e Ministry of Defence
yesterday, reports BSS.

Major General Mustafiz has

‘also been promoted to the rank

of Lieutenant General with ef-

fect from the same date, accord-
ing to another notification.

Meanwhile, Lieutenant Gen-

eral Muhammad Mahbubur

Rahman, psc. Chief of Army

Staff. on completion of his
See Page 12 Col 4

‘One killed, 100
hurt in polls

~ violence
By Staff Correspondent

At least one rson was
killed and around a hundred
were injured in the electoral
violence yesterday, the eleventh
day of the on-going union
parishad elections.

Besides, polling at at least
three centres was suspended due
to violence while clashes be-
tween the supporters of rival
candidates took place in six
more centres before and during
the polls yesterday, the Election
Commission sources said.

Elections were held at 1030
centres of 112 unions under 16
tharmasof 16 districts,™

A man was killed in Ramgati
under Feni district as support-
ers of rival candidates clashed
early in the morning. Many
other peo %le were also injured
in the clas

However a top-ranking offi-
cial of the Election Commission
said that the law enforcing
agencies brought the situation

See Page 12 Col 6

Uneasy calm
at Matiranga:
Barricade

resumes

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 17: An
uneasy calm prevails in Mati-
ranga thana under Khagrach-
hari hill district followin
Sunday's clashes there that le
two persons killed and over 100
injured, reports received here
said.

A large number of police and
BDR personnel were deployed
there to prevent further out-
break of violence.

Meanwhile, movement of
vehicles to and from Khagrach-
hari remains sus as Par-
battya Sarbadaliyva Oikkya
Parishad (PSOP) continued its
barricade programme, police
and other sources said.

Girl locked in
for 16 days
and raped
repeatedly

By Staff Correspondent

A teenage girl who came
from ur had been locked
in for sixteen days in a cit
slum where she was allegedly
violated several times.

Police, quoting the FIR filed
by the victim, said she came to
Dhaka on December 1 with one
Rafiqul Islam as he promised to
m her.

But Rafiqul locked her in a
shanty at the Kalapani slum in
Pallabi. When the girl gave him

See Page 12 Col 3

Under-trial
prisoner
dies of

diarrhoea

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Dec 17: An
under-trial prisoner died of di-

arrhoea at the Narayanganj
General Hospital on December
:zd jail and hospital sources

The prisoner was identified
as Kazi Sahuj son of one Kazi
Sirajul Islam of Saturia than
under Manikganj district. e

was an in a murder case
under Rupganj thana of
Naray dis

Police arrested B-nbuj on
June 6 and sent him to the

Narayanganj sub-jail on June
See Page 122X
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